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THE unfortunate Lidnius was the laft 
rival who oppofed the greatneis, and the 
laft captive who adorned the triumph, of 
Conftantine. After a tranquil and proi|>er- 
ous reign, the Conqueror bequeathed to his 
family the inheritance of the Roman Empire; 
a new capital, a new policy, and a new Re- 
ligion ; and the innovations which he efta- 
blilhed have been embraced and confecrated 
by fucceeding generations. The age of the 
^eat Conftantine and his fons is filled with 
important events ; but the hiftoriah muft be 
oppreffed by their number and variety, un- 
left he diligently feparates from each other 
the fcenes which are conneded only by the 
Vol. III. B order 



2 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

order of time. He will defcribe the political 
inftitutions that gave ihiength and ftability to 
the empire, before he proceeds to relate the 
wars arid reypluti0ps which hallened its de- 
cline. He will adopt the divifion unknown 
to the ancients, ofi- dvil and ecclefiaftical af- 
fairs : the viftory of the Chriftians, and their 
inteftine diicdrd^ will^ fupply copious^ and 
diftindl materials both for edification and for 
fcandal. 
?cw«- ud After, thf ^€£c2^ and abdicatioii of; Licinius, 
A!lDT»4-^i'S'^i^rious rival proceeded- to lay the foun- 
datipns of a city, deftined to reign, in future 
times, the miftrefe of the Eaft, and to fur- 
vive the empire, and.rejigipn of; Conftantine. 
The motives, whether of pride or of policy, 
wluoh, firft in^UQ^d ]L>iQ(d^tian to withdraw 
hiinf^f from: the. a,|itient f»t of>gpyerjuneiit, 
had acquirpd.a^ditipn?! Ayeiffht. by the. exam* 
pie of his fucceffors, and the habits of forty 
year?, Rpiue was infeniiWy confounded 
wi^hi the dependent kingdoms which had 
ohce acknowledged her fupremacy ; and the 
country, of.thje Caef^MTS w:as viewed with cold. 
indifference bry a n^artial. prince, born in the 
neighbourhood of- the Danube, educated in 
the courts and armies of Afi^ and inyefted 
with the purple by the legions of Britain. 
The Italian^, who had receiyed Conftantine 
as their deliverer, fubmiffively obeyed the 
edifts which he fometimes condefcended to 
addrefs to the fenate and people of Rome ; but 
they were feldom honoured withthe^ pxefence 
of their new fovereign.. During the vigor of 
his ag^, Conftantine, according to im va- 
rious exigencies of peace and war, njoved 
with flow dignity, or with adive diligence, 

along 



O^ THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 3 

along, the frontiers of his extenfivc domini- 
ons; aiid was always prepared to take the 
field either againft a foreign or a domeftic 
enemy. But as he gradually reached the 
fummit of profperity and the decline of life, 
he' began to meditate the defign of fixing in 
a more permanent ftation the ffrength as well 
as majefty of the throne. In the choice of 
ail advantageous fituation, he preferred the 
confines of Europe and Afia ; to curb, with 
a powerful arm, the barbarians who dwelt 
between the Danube and the Tanais; to 
watch with an eye of jealoufy the conduct 
of the Perfian monarch, who indignantly 
fupported the yoke of an ignominious treaty. 
With thefe views, Diocletian had feleded 
and embellifhed the refidence of Nicomedia : 
but the memory of Diocletian was juftly ab- 
horred by the protedor of the church j and 
Conftantine was not infenfible to the ambi- 
tion of founding a city which might perpe- 
tuate the glory of his own name. During the 
late operations of the war againft Licinius, he 
had fufficient opportunity to contemplate, 
both as a foldier and as a ftatefman, the incom- 
parable pbfition of Byzantium; and to ob-gituationof 
ferve how ftrongly it was guarded by natureBjzantiuw 
againft an hoftile attack, whilft it was accefli- 
bie on every fide to the benefits of commercical 
intercburfe. Many ages before Conftantine, 
one of the moft judicious hiftorians of anti- 
quity' (i) had deicribed the advantages df a 

(l) Polybuis, 1. iv. p. 413. edit. Cafaubon. He obferyes that 
the peace of the Byzantines was frequently difturbed, and the ex- 
tent of their territoty contra&ed, by the inroads of the wild 
Thradans. 

B2 fihia^ 
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fitxiation, from whence a feebk colony g£ 
Greeks derived the command of the fea, and 
the honours of a flourifhing and independent 
republic (2). 
Dcfcription If we furvey Byzantium in the extent 
of Con- which It acquired with the auguft name of 
vorlH' Conftantinople, the figure of the imperial 
city may be reprefentcd under that of an un- 
equal triangle. The obtufe point, which ad.- . 
vances towards. the eaft and the fi(^ore3 of 
Afia^ meets^nd repels the waves jof jkh^.Tra- 
cian Bofphorus; .. The ©or^thern jiile ^bf the ; 
city is bounded by the^ harbgur; and the,, 
fouthern is waflied by "the ftopontis, or fea 
of Marmara. The bafis of the triangle is op- 
pofed to the weft, and terminates the conti- 
nent of Europe. But the admirable form 
and divifion of the circumjacent land and 
water cannot, without a more ample expla- 
nation, be clearly or fuffiipiendy underftood* ^ 
The Bof- The winding channel through which the 
phorut. waters of the Euxine flow 'with a rapid and 
inceffant courfe towards the , Mediterranean, 
received the appellation of . Bofphorus, a 
name not lefs celebrated in the hiftory, than 
in the fables, of antiquity (3). A crowd of 

(a) The navigator Byza^, who was ftiled the fon of Neptune^ 
founded the city 656 years before theChriftian ^ra. His foUowert 
were drawn from Argos and Megara. Byzantium was afterwards 
rebuilt and fortified by the Spartan general Paufanias. See Scaliger 
Animadverf. ad Eufeb. p. 81. Ducange Conftantinopolis, 1. i. 
part i. c. 15, x6. With regard to the wars of the Byzantines 
againft Philip, the Gauls, and the kings of Bithynia, we ihould 
truft none but the ancient writers- who Uved before the greatnefs of 
the imperial city had excited a fpirit of flattery and fidion. 

(3) The Bofphorus has been'^very minntely defcribed by DionyiittS 
of Byzantium, who lived in the time of Domitian (Hudfon Gee- 
graph. Minor, torn. iii«)» and. by Gilles or Gyllius, a French tra^ 
veller of the XVIth century.* Toumefort (Lettre XV.) fccmt to 
have ufed his own eyes and the learning of Gyllius* 

tern- 
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temples and of votive altars, profufely fcat- 
tcred along its fteep and woody banks, at- 
tefied the unikilftilnefs, the terrors, and the 
devotion of the Grecian navigators, who, 
after the example of the Argonauts, explored 
the dangers of the inhofpitable Euxine. On 
thefe banks tradition long preferved the me- 
mory of the palace of Hiineus, infefted by 
the obfcene harpies (4) ; and of the fylvan 
reign of Amycus, who defied the fon of 
Leda to the combat of the Ceftus (5). The 
ftreights of the Bofphorus are terminated by 
the Cyanean rocks, which according to the 
defcription of the poets, had once floated on 
the^face of the waters ; and were deftined by 
the gods to proteft the entrance of the 
Euxine againft the eye of profane curio- 
fity (6). From the Cyanean rocks to the 
point and harbour of Byzantium, the wind- 
ing length of the Bofphorus extends about 
iixteen miles (7), and its moft ordinary 
breadth may be computed at about one mile 
and an half. The new cafiles of Eiirope and 

(4) There are very few conjedures fo happy as that of Le Clerc 
(Bibliotheque Univerfelle, torn. i. p. 248. )» ^ho fuppofes that the 
harpiet were only locniU. The Syriac or Phaenician name of thofe 
infeds, their noify flight, the ftench and deraftatien which they 
occafion, and the norUi wind which drives them into the fea, aU . 
contribute to form this (biking refemblance. 

(5) The reflde&ce of Amycus was in Afia, bet^en the old and 
the new caftles, at a place called Laurus Infana. That of Phineus 
was in Europe, near the village of Mauromole and the Black Sea. 
See Gyllius de Bofph. 1. ii. c 13. Tourncfort, Lettre XV. 

(6) The deception was occafioned by feveral pointed rocks, 
alternately covered and abandoned by the waves. At prcfent there 
are two fmall iilands, one towards either ihore : that of Europe is 
diiUnguiihed by the column of Pompey. 

(7) The ancients computed one hundred and twenty ftadia, or 
fifteen Roman miles. Tliey meafuitd only from the new caftles, 
but they carried the freights as far as the town of Chalcedon. 

Afia 
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Afia are conftruded, on either continent, 
upon the foundations of two celebrated tem- 
ples, of Serapis and of Jupiter Urius. The 
old caftles, a work of the Greek emperors, 
command the narrowed part of the chan- 
nel, in a place where the oppofite banks ad- 
vance within five hundred paces of eac^ 
other Thefe fortreffes were reftored and 
ftrengthened by Mahomet the Second, when 
he meditated the fiege of Conftantino- 
pie (8): but the Turkifli conqueror was moft 
probably ignorant, that near two thoufand 
years before his reign, Darius had chofen thjB 
fame fituation to connect the two continents 
hy a bridge of boats (9). At a fpall diftanqe 
from the old caftles we difcoyex the Uttle 
town of Chryfopolis, or Scutari, which m?iy 
alipoft be confidered as the Afiatic fuburb cdf 
Conftantinople. The Bofphprus, a^ it begins 
jto open into the Propontis, paiTes betwei2n 
Byzantium and Chalcedpn. The la^tter of 
thofe cities was built by the Greeks, ^ few 
years before the former: and the blin,dnei^ 
of its founders, who overlooked the fuperior 
advaqtages of the opppfite coaft, has been 
iiigmatized by a proverbial expreffion of 
cphtempt (10). 

(8) DucasHift. c. 34. Leunclavius Hift. Turcica Mufulmanica, 
J. XT/ p. 577. Under the Greek empire:' thefe caftles were ufcd ^s 
ftate prifons, under the tremendous name' of Lethe, or towers o£ 
oblivion. 

(9) Darius engraved in Greek and Aflyrian letters on two marble 
columns, the names of his fubjed-nations, and the amazing nun^- 
ber«, of his land and fea iforces- The Byzantines afterwards tranf* 
ported theie columns into the city, and ufed them for the altars of 
their tutelar deities. Herodotus, 1. iv. c. •87.' - . ' 

' (10) Namque artffimo inter Suropam Afiamque divortio Byzan- 
titan i^ extrem £urc pi pofuerc Grxci,' quibus, Pythiuni ApolHnem 

,- • ■ ■ ;'• ■■: ■■••••• -■ •-•■ The 
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TlieharbbtirofConftafijtinople^ wWch may be The port, 
confideredasanarm of theBo^horus^ obt^ned, 
in a very remote period, the deiK)minati6h of 
the Golden Horn. The curve which it de&ribes 
niiight be compared to the horn of a %ag, or, 
as it &ould feem, with more propriety, to 
tiiat of an ox fii). The epkhet oi golden 
was cxpreffive or the riches which evety wind 
wafted from the moft diftaat countries into 
the ftcure and capacious port of Conftanti- 
nople. The river Lycus, formed by the con- 
flux of two little ftreams, pours into the 
harbour a perpetual fupply of frefh water, 
which ferves to cleanfe the bottom, and to 
invite the periodical fhoals of fifli to feek 
their retreat in that convenient recefs. As 
the vidffitudes of tides are fcarcely felt in 
thofefeas, the conftant depth of the harbour 
allows goods to be landed on the quays with- 
out the affiftance of boats ; and it has been 
obferved, that in many places the largeft vef- 
fels may reft their prows againft the houfes, 
while their fterns are floating in the water (12). 
From the'mouth of the Lycus to that of the 
harbour, this arm of the Bofphorus is more 
than feven miles in length. The entrance is 
about five hundred yards broad, and a ftrong 
chain could be occasionally drawn acrofs it, 

confulentibus ubi conderent urbem, redditum oraculum eft, quaere- 
rent fedem eaeorum terris adverfam. £a ambajre Chalcedonii mon- 
firabantur, quod priores illuc adve6ti, praevifa locorum utilitate 
pejora legiifent. Tacit. Annal. xii. 62. 

(11) Strabo, 1. x. p. 49a. Moft of the antlers are now broke 
off; or, to fpeak lefs figuratively, moft of the receftes of the har- 
bour are filled up. See Gyllius de Bofphoro Thracio, 1. i. c. 5. * 

(la) Procopius de^dificiis, 1. i. c. 5. His defcription is con- 
firmed by modem travellers. See Thevenot, part i. 1. i. c. ZJ* 
Toumefort, liettreXII. Niebuhr Voyage d'Arabie, p. %%, 

to 
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to euard the port and city from the attack erf 
an hofHIe navy (13). 
The . Pro- Between the Bofphorus and the Hellefpont, 
P®°*^ the fhores of Europe and Alia, receding on 
either lide, inclofe the fea of Marm^ara, which 
was known to the ancients by the denomina- 
tion of Propontis. The navigation from the 
-iffue of the Bofphorus to the entrance of the 
Hellefpont is about one hundred and twenty 
miles. Thofe who ftecr their weftward courfe 
through the middle of the Propontis, may 
at once defcry the high lands of Thrace and 
Bithynia, and never lofe fight of the lofty 
fummit of Mount Olympus, covered with 
eternal fnows (14). They leave on the left a 
deep gulf, at the bottom of which Nicomedia 
was feated, the imperial refidence of Diocletian ; 
and they pafs the fmall iflands of Cyzicus and 
•Proconnelus before they caft anchor at Galli- 
poli : where the fea, which feparates Afia 
from Europe, is again contrafted into a 
' narrow channel. 
Th«HcUcr The geographers who, with the moft Ikil- 
fpont. fxii accurjtcy, have furveyed the*form and 
extent i of/ the Hellefpont, affign about fixty 
miles for the winding courfe, and about three 

(ij) See Ducange, C. P. 1. i. part i. c. z6. and hisObferva- 
tions fur VilJehardouin, p. ^189. The chain was drawn from the 
Acropolis, near the modern Kiolk, to the tower of Galata; and 
was fupported at convenient diftances by large wooden piles. 

* (14) Thevenot (Voyages au Levant, part i. 1. i. c, 14.) contracts 
the meafure to 135 fmall Greek miles. Belon (Obfervations, 1. ii. 
c. I .; gives a good defcription of the Propontis, but contents him- ' 
fclf with the vague czpreifion of one day and one night's fail. 
When Sandys (Travels, p. ai.) talks of 150 furlongs in length at 
well as breadth, we can only fuppofe fome mifta^e of the prefs in 

* |he te^t of that judicious traveller* 

miles 
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miles for the ordinary breadth of thofe celc- 
brated ftreights (15). But the narroweft 
part of the channel is found to the northward 
of the old Turkifli caftles between the cities 
of Seftus and Abydus. It was here that the 
adventurous Leander braved the paflage of 
the flood for the polTeflion of his miftrefs ( 1 6). 
It was here likewife, in a place where the 
diftance between the oppofite banks cannot 
exceed five hundred paces, that Xerxes im- 
pofed a fiupendous bridge of boats, for the 
purpofe of tranQ)orting into Europe an hun- 
dred and feventy myriads of barbarians (17). 
A fqa contrafted within fuch narrow limits, 
inay feem but ill to deferve the Angular epithet 
of broad^ which Homer, as well as Orpheus, 
has frequently beftowed on the Helle^nt. 
But our ideas of greatnefs are of a relative 
nature: the traveller, and efpecially the poet, 
who failed along the Hellefpont, who purfued 

(15) See an adminble diflertation of M. d'AnvUle upon the 
Hellefpont or Dardanelles, in the Memoires de TAcademie des 
Infcriptions, torn, xxviii. p. 318 — 34 tf. Yet even ihat ing^ious 
geojg^apher u too fond of fuppofing new, and perhaps imaginarf 
mtafures^ for the pnrpofe of rendering ancient writers as accurate 
as himfelf. The iladia employed by Herodotus in the defcription 
of theEuzine, the Bofphorus, &c. (1. iv. c. 85.) muft undoubtedly 
be all of the fame fpecies : but it feems impoifible to reconcile 
them either with truth or with each other. 

(16) The oblique diftance between Seftus and Abydus was 
thirty ftadia. The improbable tale of Hero and Leander is expofed 
by M. Mahudel, but is defended on the authority of poets and 
medals by M. de la Nauze. See the Academie des Infcripti%ns» 
tom. vii. Hift. p. 74. Mem. p. 140. 

(17) See the feventh book of Herodotus, who has ereded aa 
elegant trophy to his own fame and to that of his country. The 
review appears to have been made with tolerable accuracy : but the 
vanity, firft of the Perfians, and afterwards of the Greeks, was 
interefted to magnify the armament and the viSiory. I ihould 
much doubt wheSier the invaders have ever outnumbered the mtm 
of any country w|dch they attacked* 

the 
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the windings of the ftream, and contasaplated 
the rural fcenery, which appeared on evary 
fide to terminate the profped, infeifibly loft 
the remembrance of the fea; and his fancy 
painted tliofe celebrated ftreights, with all 
the attributes of a mighty river flowing with 
a fwift current, in the midft of a woody and 
inland country, and at length through a wide 
mouth, difcharging itfelf into the j£gean or 
Archipelago (i8). Ancient Troy (19), feated 
on an eminence at the foot of Mount Ida, 
overlooked the mouth of the Hellefpont, 
which fcarcely received an acceflion of wa- 
ters from the tribute of thofe immortal ri- 
vulets the Simois and Scamander, The 
Grecian camp had ftretched twelve miles 
along the ihore from the Sigaean to the 
Rheaetean promontory ; and the flanks of 
the army were guarded by the bravefi chiefs 
who fought under the banners of Agamem- 
non. The firft of thofe promontories was 
occupied by Achilles with his invincible 
Myrmidons, and the dauntlefs Aja::i pitched 
his tents on the other. After Ajaxliad fallen 
a facrifice to his difappointed pride, and to 
the ingratitude of the Greeks, his fepulchrc 
was erected on the ground where he had de- 

(18) See Wood's Obfervations on Homer, p. 320. I have^ 
with pleafure, fele<%ed this remark from an author who in general 
feems to have difappointed the expedlation of ^he public as a critic, 
and flill more ajs a traveller. He had vifited the banks of the Hel-^ 
lefpont; he had read Strabo ; he ought to have confulted the Rom^an 
itineraries : how was it poflible for him to confound Ilium and 
Alexandria Troas (Obfervations, p. 340, 341.), two cities whicE 
were fizteen miles diihint from each other f 

(19) Demetrius of Scepiis wrote fixty books on thirty lines of 
Isomer's Catalogue. The XlUth Book of Strabo is fuffident for 
d«r curioiity. 

fended 
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fended the navy againft the rage of Jove and 
of Hedor ; and the citizens of the rifing town 
of Rhxteum celebrated his memory with 
divine honours (20). Before Cpnilantine 
^ve a juft preference to the fituation of 
Byzantium, he had conceived the defign of 
ereding the feat of empire on this celebrated 
ipot, from whence the Romans derived thLek 
ifabuJous origm. The extenfive plain which 
lies below ancient Troy, towards the Rhae* 
tean promontory and the tomb of Ajax, 
was firil chofen for his new capital j and, 
though the undertaking was lOon relin- 
quiihed, the {lately remains of unfiniflied 
walls and towers attraded the notice of all 
who failed through the fireights of the Hd- 
lefpont (21). 

We are at prefent qualified to view the ad-AdTantt- 
vantageous poiition of Conllantinople ; which g" *^ Coiw 
ai^ars to have been formed by Nature for **'^** 
tae center and capital of a great monarchy. 
Situated in the forty-firft degree of latitude, 
the Imperial city commanded, from her feven 
hills (2z), the oppofite fhores of Europe and 

(20) Strabo, 1. ziii. p. 595. The difpofition of the fhips vthicfk 
were drawn upon dry land, and the pofts of Ajax and AcniUes, are 
Ytrj clearly defcribed by Homer. See Iliad ix. lao. 

(21) Zoiim. 1. ii. p. 105. SozomenJ. ii. c. 3. Theophanei, |l. 

x8. Nicephoms Calliihis, 1. vii. p. 48. Zonaras, torn. ii. 1. xiu. 
p. 6. Zoiimus places the new city between Ilium and Alexandria, 
but this apparent difference may be reconciled by the large extent of 
its circumference. Before the foundation of Conllantinople, The(» 
falonica is mentioned by edrenus (p. 283.), and Sardica by Zona* 
Tu, at the intended capital. They both fuppofe, with very little 
probabilitT, that the Emperor, if he had not been prevented by « 
prodigy, inrould have repeated the miftake of the ^/gitrfCbalcrdonianfc 

(%%) Pocock's Defcription of. the £aft, yoI. ii. part ii. p. IS/. 
Hii plan of the feven hills is dear and accurate. That traveller i» 
feldom fo fatisfadory. 

Afia; 
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Alia; the climate was healthy and tempe- 
rate, the foil fertile, the harboxir fecure and 
capacious; and the approach oh the fide of 
the continent was of fmall extent and eafy 
defence. The Boi^horus and the Helle- 
fpont may be confidered as the two gates of 
Conftantinople; and the prince who pofleffed 
tiiofe important paffages could always fliut 
them againft a naval enemy, and opeii them 
to the &ets of commerce. The prefervation 
of the eaftern provinces may, in fome de- 
gree, be afcribed to the jpolicy of Conftan- 
tine, as the Barbarians of the Euxine, who 
in the preceding age had poured their arma- 
ments into the heart of the Mediterranean, 
foon defifted from the exercife of piracy, and 
defpaired of forcing this infurmountable bar- 
rier. When the gates of the Hellefpont and 
Bofohorus were fliut, the capital ftill enjoyed, 
within their fpacious inclofure, every pro- 
duftion which could fupply the wants, or 
gratify the luxury, of its numerous inha- 
bitants. The fea-cofts of Thrace and Bythi- 
nia, which languiflx under the weight of| 
Turkifh oppreffion, ftill exhibit a ricn prof- 
peft of vineyards, of gardens, and of plen- 
tiful harvefts.; and the Propontis has ever 
been renowned for an inexhauftible ftore of 
the moft exquifite fifli, that are taken in their 
ftated feafons, without Ikill, and almoft with- 
out labour (23). But when the paflages of 

(43) Sec Belen. Obfervations, c. 71—76. Among a variety of 
^iffereot fpecies, the Pelamides, a* fort of Thunnies, were the moft 
celebrated. We may learn from Polybiut, Strabo, and Tacitus, 
that the profits of the fiihery cooftituted the principal reyenue of 
Byzantium, 

the 
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the Streights were thrown open for trade^ 
they alternately admitted the natural and 
artificial riches of the north and fouth, of 
the Euxine and of the Mediterranean. 
Whatev.er rude commodities were colk&ed 
in the forefts of Germany and Scythia, as 
far as the fources of the Tanais and the B6- 
ryfthenes; whatfoever was manufa6hired hf 
the Ikill of Europe or Afia; the corn of 
Egypt, and the gems and fpices of the farth- 
eft India, were brought by the varying 
winds into the port of Conftantinople, which, 
for many ages, attraded the commerce of the 
ancient world (24^ 

The profped of beauty, of fafety, and of p^^^^^^^ 
wealth, united in a fimple fpot, was fuffici-of the city, 
cnt to juftify the choice of Conftantine, But 
as fome decent mixture of prodigy and fable 
has, in every age, been fuppofed to refleft 
a becoming majefty on the origin of great 
cities (25), the Emperor was defirous of af- 
cribing his refolution, not fo much to the 
uncertain counfels of human policy, as to 
the infallible and eternal decrees of divine 
wifdom. In one of his laws he has been care- 
ful to inftruft pofterity, that, in obedience 
to the commands of God, he laid the ever- 
lafting foundations of Conftantinople (26) : 

(24) See the eloquent defcription of Bofbequius, epillol. i. p. 64. 
Eft in Europa ; habet in confpedlu Afiam, JEgyptum, Africamque 
a dextii : quae tametii contiguz non funt, maris tamen navigandi- 
que commoditate veluti junguntur. A iiniftra vero Pontus eft 
Enxinus, &c. 

(25 ) Datur hxc venia antiquitati, ut mifcendo humana divinis, 
primordia urbium auguftiora faciat. T. Liv. in proem. 

(z6) He fays in one of his laws, pro commodiate Urbis qoam 
stenio nomine, jubente Deo, donavimus. Cod. Theodof. 1. ziii. 
tit. Y. leg, 7. 

and 
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and'thott^ he has not tbndcfcehded to rt-* 
late! in what manner the codeftial infpirisition 
was dommunieatfed to his mind, the defeft 
of his modeft filehce has been liberally fup- 
plied by the ingenuity of fucceeding writers; 
who defcribe the lioftufnal vifion which ajp^ 
peared to the fahcy of Conftantine, as he 
flept within the walls of Byzantium. The 
tutelar genius bf the city, a venerable ma- 
tron finfeing under thd weight of years and 
infitihitifes, was fuddenly transformed into a 
blooming maid, whom his own hands adorned 
withal! dae fyitibols of Ifaiperial greatnels (27). 
The monarch awoke, interpreted the aufpi- 
cious bmen^ and obeyed, without hefitation, 
the will of HeaSren. The day which gave 
birth to a city at colony was celebrated by 
the Romans with fuch ceremonies as had 
been ordained by ii generous fuperftition (28) ; 
and thotigh Conftantine might omit fome 
rites which ' favoured too ftrongly of their 
Pagan origin, yet he waS anxious to leave a 
deep impreffion of hope and refpeft on the 
minds of the fpeclators. dn foot, with a 
lance in his hand, the emperor himfelf led 
the fokmn proceffion; and direfted the line, 
which was traced as the boundary of the 
d6ftined capital: till the* growing circumfer- 

(»7) The ©reeks, Theophanes, Cedrentts, and the Author o£ 
the Alexandrian Chronicle, confine themfelves to vag^e and general 
expreflions. For a more particular account of the vifion, we are 
obliged to have recottrfe tofuch Latin writers us William of Mailmf- 
bury. See Ducangc C. P. 1. i. p. 14, aj. 

(a8) See Plutarch in RomuL' torn.' i. p. 49. edit. Brjran. 
Among other ceremonies^ a large hole, which had been dug for 
thsit pm'pdfe, was filled up with handfuls of earth, . which badi of 
theL fettlers brought from the place of his birth, and thiir adopted 
his new country. 

ence 
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rncewas obferved with aftonifliment by the 
af&fiants^ who^ at length, ventured to ob- 
ferve^ that he had akeady exceeded the moft 
ample mcafure of a great city, " I fhall ftill 
** advance." replied Conftantine, " till hb^ 
** theinviiible guide who marches before me> 
** thinks* proper to ftop (29)" Without pre- 
fuming to inveftigate the nature or motives 
ofi this extraordinary conduAor, we fhall- 
content ourfdves with the more humble talk 
of defcribing the extent and limits of Con- 
ftantinople (30). 

In the a^ad ftate of the city, the palace Extent* 
and gardens of the Seraglio occupy the eaftern 
promontory, the firft of the feven hills, and 
cover about one hundred and fifty acres of 
our own meafure. The feat of Turkifli jea- 
loufy and defpotifm is ereded on the founda- 
tions of a Grecian republic: but it may be* 
fuppofed that the Byzantines were tempted 
by the conveniency of the harbour to extend 
their habitations on that fide beyond the mo^ 
dern limits of the Seraglio. The new walls 
of Conftantine ftretched from the port to the 
Propontis acrofs the enlarged breadth of the 
triangle, at the diflance of fifteen fladia from 
the ancient fortification; and with the city 
of Byzantium they inclofed five of the feven 
hillis, which, to the eyes of thofc. who 

(19) Phitolftorgius, L'ii. ,c. 9. This incident, though borrowed 
from a fufpe<^ed writer, is charaSerifiic and probable. 

(30) Sec in the Memoires dc TAcademie, torn. xxxv. p. 747— , 
758, a diflertation of M. d' Anviile on the extent of Conilantinople. 
He takes the plan inferted in the Imperium Orientale of Banduri ; 
as the -moft complete ; but, by a feries of very nice obfervations, he 
reduces the extravagant proportion of the fcale, and inftead of 
9500, determines the circumference of the city as confining of 
about 7800 French toifit* 

approach 
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approach Conftantinople, appear to ^rife 
above eacix other in beautiful order (31). 
About a century after the death of the foun- 
der, the new buildings, extending on one 
fide up the harbour, and on the other along 
the Propontis, already covered the narrow 
ridge of the fixth, and the broad fummit of 
the feventh hill. The neceffity of protefting 
thofe fuburbs from the incef&nt inroads of 
the Barbarians, engaged the younger Tlieo- 
dofius to furround his capital with an ade- 
quate and permanent inclofure of walls (32). 
From the eaftem promontory to the golden 
gate, the extreme length of Conflantinople 
was about three Roman miles (33) ; the cir- 
cumference meafured between ten and eleven; 
and the furface might be conaputed as equal 
to about two thouland Englim acres. It is 
impoflible to juftify the vain and credulous 
exaggerations of modern travellers, who have 
fometimes ftretched tKe limits of Conftanti- 
nople, over the adjacent villages of the Eu- 

(31) Codinus Antlqultat. Conft. p. 12. He affigns the chnrch 
of St. Antony as'the boundary on the fide of the harbour. It it 
mentioned in Ducange, 1. iv. c. vi.; but I have tried, without 
fuccefs, to difcover the exatft place where it was fituated. 

(32) The new wall of Theodofius was conftru^bed in the year 
4J3. In 447 it was thrown down by an earthquake, and rebuilt 
in three months by the diligence of the prasfeA Cyrus. * Thefuburb 

%( the Blachernae was firft taken into the city in the reign of He- 
raclias. Ducange Confl. 1. i. c. 10, 11. 

(33) The ,meafurement is exprefled in the Notitia by 14,075 
feet. It is reafonable to fuppofe that thefe were Greek feet ; the 
proportion of which has been ingenioufly determined by M. d*An- 
viUe. He compares the 180 feet with the 78 Haihemite cubits, 
Whidi in different writers are afligned for the height of St. Sophia. 
Each pt thefe cubits was equal to 27 French inches. 

ropeah 
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ropean, and even of the Afiatic coaft (54)- 
But the fuburbs of Pera and Galata, though 
iituate beyond the harbour^ maydeferve to 
be confidered as a part of the dty (35) ; and 
this addition may perhap authorifethe mea-. 
fure of a Byzantine hilrorian, who aifigns 
fixteen Greek (about fourteen Roman) miles 
for the circumference of his native city (36). 
Such an extent may feem not unworthy of 
an Imperial refidence. Yet Conilantinople 
muft yield to Babylon and Thebes (37), to 
ancient Rome, to London, and even to 
Paris (38). 

The mafter of the Roman world, who af-^w>g«ft«f 
pired to ered an eternal monument of the ^ ^^"^ ' 
glories of his reign, could employ in the 
profecution of that great work the wealth, 

(34) The accurate Thevenot (1. i. c. 15.) walked in one hour 
and three quarters round two of the fides of the triangle, from the 
Kioik of die Seraglio to the feven towers. D'Anville examines 
with care, and receives with confidence, this decifive teftimony, 
which gives a circumference of ten or twelve miles. The extrava- 
gant computation of Tournefort (Lettre XL) of thirty-four or 
thirty miles, without including Scutari, is a ftrange departure from 
his ufual chanufter. - 

(35) The fyc3, or fig-trees, formed the thirteenth region, and 
were very much embelliflied by Jufiinian. It has fince borne the 
names of Pera and Galata, The etymology of the former is obvi- 
ous; that of the latter is unknown. See Ducange Conft. 1. i. c. a 2. 
and Gyllius de Byzant. 1. iv. c. to. 

(36) One hundred and eleven fiadia, which may be tranflated 
into modern Greek miles each of feven ftadia, or 660, fometimes 
only doo French toiies. See d'Anville Mefures Itineraircs, p. 53. 

(37) When the ancient texts, which defcribe the fize of Babylon 
and Thebes, are fettled-, the exaggerations reduced, and the mea- 
fures afcertained, we find that thofe famous cities filled the great 
hut not incredible circumference of about twenty-five or thirty 
miles. Compare d'Anville Mem. de TAcademie, torn, zxidii. ' 
P* ^35* ^ith his Defcripdon de TEgypte, p. 10 1, 303. 

(38) If we divide Conftantinople and Paris into equal fqaares.of > 
50 French toi/es, the former contains 850, and t|ie latter 1 1 60 of 
thofe divifions. 

Vol. III. C the 
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the labour, and all that yet remamed oFilfac * 
genius of obedient millions. §bme eftimate 
may be formed of the expence bcftowed with 
Imperial liberaKty on the foundation of Con»- 
ftaritijiople,, by the allpwahce of about two. 
millions five hundred thoufand pounds for the 
conftruftion of the walls, the porticoes, arid the 
aquedufts (39); The forefts tnat overihadowed 
the fliores of the Euxine, and the celebrated 
quarries of white marble in the little ifland.of 
R-oconnefus, fupplied ^n inexhauftible flock of 
materials, ready to be conveyed, by the conve- 
nience of a fliort water-carriage, to the har- 
bour of Byzantium (40) A multitude of la- 
bourers and artificers urged the conclufion of 
the work with inceffant toil : but the impati- 
ence of Conftantine foon difcovered, that, in 
the decline of the arts, the IkiU as well zs 
numbers, of hi$ architeds bore a very unequal 
proportion to the greatnefs of his defigns. 
The magiftrates- of me moft diftant provinces 
were therefore direded to inftitute fchools, 
to appoint profeffors, and by the hopes of re- 
wards and privileges^ to engage in die ftudy 
and prance of architechure a fufficient num- 
ber of ingenious youths, who had received 

(39) Six hundred centenaries, or fizty thoufand pounds weight of 
gold. This fum is taken from Codinus Antiquit. Conft. p. 1 1 ; hut 
unlefs that contemptible author had derhred his information from 
fome purer fources, he would probably have been unacquainted 
with fo obfolete a mode of reckoning. 

(40) For the forefts of the Black-Sea, confult Toumefort» 
LettreXVI: for the marble quarries of Proconnefus, See Strabo, 
1. xiii. p. 5SSi The iatter had already fumiihed the materiala 
of the intely btuldiags of Cysicus. 
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a liberal education (41). The buildinn of 
the new dty were executed by fuch artmcers 
as the reign of Conftantine could afford ; but 
they were decorated by the hands of the 
moft celebrated mafters of the age of Pericles 
and Alexander. To revive me genius of 
Phidias and Lyfippus, furpaffed indeed the 
power of a Roman emperor; but the immor- 
tal produ&ions which they had bequeathed 
to pofterity were expofed without defence to 
to the rapacious vamty of a defpot. By his 
commands the cities of Greece and Afia were 
deipoOed of their moft valuable ornaments 
(42). The trophies of memorable wars, the 
obje6te of religious veneration, the moft 
fimihed ftatues of the gods and heroes, of 
the iages and poets of ancient times, contri* 
buted to the fplendid triumph of Conftanti- 
nople ; and gave occaiion to the remark of 
the hiftorian Cedrenus (43), who obferves, 
with fome enthuiiafm, that nothing feemed 
wanting except the fouls of the iUulhious 
men whom thofe admirable monuments were' 
intended to reprefenc. But it is not in the 
dty of Conftantine, nor in the declining pe- 

(41) See the Codex Tkeodof. 1. xiU. tit. it. leg. i. Thishw 
is dated in the year 334, and was addrefled to the praefed of 
Italy, whofe junfdi&ion extended over Africa. The commentary 
of Godefroy on the whole title well deferves to beconfulted. 

(42) Conftantinopolis dedicatur pcene omnium nrbium nudi- 
tate. Hieronym. Cbon?.^^ i8f. See Codinos, p/S^ 9. The 
autlior of the Antiquitat/'Conft. L iiL (apud Banduri Imp. Orient. 
torn. i. p. 41.) enumerates Rome, Sicily, Antioch, Athens^ and, 
a long lift of other cities. The provinces of Greece and Alia 
Minor may be fuppofed to have yeilded the ricbeft booty. 

(43) Hlft^ Compend. p. 369. He defcribes the ftatue, or rather 
buft of Homer with a degree of tafte which plainly, indicates that 
Cedrenus copied the ftyle of a more fortunate age. 

C 2 riod 
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nod of an empire, when the human mind 
was depreffed by civil and religious flavery, 
that we fliould feek for tlie fouls of Homer 
and of Demofthenes. 

During the fiege of Byzantium, the con- 
queror had pitched his tent on the command- 
ing eminence of the fecond hilL To perpe^ 
tuate the memory of Iiis fuccefs, he chofc the ' 
fame advantageous pofition for the principal 
Forum (44); which appears to have been of 
acirculai^ or rather elliptical form. The two 
oppofite entrances formed triumphal arches ;\ 
the porticoes, which enclofed it on every fide, 
were filled with ftatues; and the center of 
the Forum was occupied by a lofty column, 
of which a mutilated fragment is now de- 
graded by the appellation of the burnt pillar. 
This column was erected on a pedefl:al of 
white marble twenty feet high ; arid was com- 
pofed of ten pieces of porphyry, each of which 
meafured about ten feet in height, and about 
thirty-three in circumference (45). On the 
fummit of the pillar, above one hundred and 
twenty feet from the ground, ftood the co- 
loffal ftatue of AppoUo. It was of bronze, 
had been tranfported either from Athens or 
from a town of Phrygia, and was fuppofed to 
be the work of Phidias. The artift had re- 

(44) Zofim. 1. ii. p. 106. Chron. Alcxandrin. vel Pafchal, 
i>. %Za* Ducange Conft. I. i. c. 24. Even the lail of thofe 
writers feems to confound the Forum of Conftantine with the 
Augufteum, or cotirt of the palace. I am not fatisfied whether 
1 have properly diftinguifhed what belongs to the one and the 
other. ' 

(45) The moft tolerable account of this column is given by Po- 
cock. Defcription of the Eaft, vol. ii. part ii. p. 131. But it it 
Aill in many mftances perplexed and unfatisfadiory. 

prefented 
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prtfented the god of day, or, as it was after* 
wards interpreted, the Emperor Conftantine 
himfelf, with a fceptre in his right hand, the 
globe of the world in his left, and a crown 
of rays glittering on his head (46). The Cir- 
cus, or Hippoc&ome, was a ftately building 

I about four nundred paces in length, and one 
hundred in breadth (47). The fpace be- 
tween the meta or goals was filled with fia- 
tuesandobelilks: and we may ftill remark a very 
lingular fragment of antiquity ; the bodies of 
three ferpents, twift^d into one pillar of Brafs. 
Their triple heads had once fupported the gol- 
den, tripod which, after the. defeat of Xerxes, 

[was confecrated in the temple of. Delphi by the 
viftorioiis Greeks (48). The beauty of the * 
Hippodrome has been long fmce defaced by 

;fhe x\x^z hand? of the Turkiih conquerors.: 

(46) Ducanee Conft. I. i. c. 24. p. 76. and his Not^s ad 
Alexiaid.. p. 382. The ftatue of Conftantine or Apollo was thrown 
down under the reign of Alexis Comnenus. 

• (47) Touracfort '(liettre XII.) computes the Atmeidan at four 
hundred pacetf. If he means geometrical paces of five feet each, 
it was three hundred imftt in length, about forty more than the 
great CiKHs of Rome. See d'Anville Mcfures Itineraires, p. 73. 

(4^) The gnardians of the moil holy relics would rejoice if they 
'-were able to produce foch a chain of evidence as may be alleged 
on this oeeafion. See Banduri ad Antiquitat. Conft. p. 668. 
•Oyllius de Byzant. 1. ii. c. i.*;. 1. The original confecration of 
the tripod and fnllar in the temple of Delphi may be proved from 
Herodotus and Pauiimias. %. The pagan Zofimus agrees with the 
three ecdefiaiBcal hiftorians, ' Evfebius, Socrates, and Sozomen, 
that the facred ornaments of the temple of Delphi were removed 
to Conftantinople by the order of Conftantine; and among thefe 
the Terpentine pillar of the Hippodrome is particularly mentioned. 
3. All the European travellers who have vifited Conftantinople, 
fromBuondelmonte to Pocock, defcribe it in the iame place,and almoft 
in the fame manner : the differences between them are occafioned 
only by the injuries which is has fuftained from the Turks. Maho- 
met the Second broke the under-jaw of one of the ferpents with a 
ftrokeof his battle-axe. Thcvenot, l.i. c. 17. 

but, 
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but under the fimilar appellation of Atmeidan, 
it ftill ferves as a place of exercife for their 
horfes. From the throne, whence the em- 
peror viewed the Circenfian games, a wind- 
mg ftair-cafe (49) defcended to the palace; 
a magnifident edifice, which fcarcely yielded 
to the refidence of Rome itfelf, and which, 
together with the dependent courts, gar- 
dens, and porticoes, covered a confiderable 
extent of ground upon the banks of the Pr6- 
pontis ^between the Hippodrome and the 
church of St. Sophia (50). We might like- 
wife celebrate the baths, which ftill retained 
the name of Zeuxippus, after they had been 
enriched, by the munificence of Conftintin6, 
with lofty columns, various marbles, and above 
thrcefcpre ftatues of bronze (51). But we 
^ould deviate from the defign of thi? hiftory, 
if we attempted minutely to defcribe the 
dificrent buildings or quarters of the city. 
It may be fiiifficient to obferve, that whatp- 

(49} The Latin aam^ C*ekiea W9^ adc^ted hfihc Qrt^/k^ and 
very frequently occurs in :the Byzantine bi^ori;. Ducange Cqnjk. 
1. ii. c. I. p. 104. 

(50) There are three topographical points which ifidicate file 
£tuatioo of the palace, i. The iliRar-«afs» yrlmk ^mtn^^tti it 
with the Hippodrome, or Atmeidan. %, A fixvUl artificial poirt 
on the Propontis, fr^mwhenqe there was an eafy aicent^hy a flight 
of maible fteps, to4:he gardens of th^ palace. 3. The Augnfteuvi 
Was a fpadous court, one fide of which was 4)ccupied.by tSe fcoot 
of the pa^e, and another hy the church of St. Sophia. 

<.<i) •Zeuxipptis wasancpith^ bf Jiipitcr, and Uie llatlitfwere a 
part of old Byzantium. The ditficulty of dlfi^ning their *truc 
iituatibn has not been felt by Ducahge. Hiftory feems to cenhedt 
with them St. Sophia and the palace ; bat the oHginal plan, iniertfcd 
in Bamduri, places them on the other fide of the city, near the 
harbour. For their beatities, fee Chrtn. t*afchil, p. 1^5, and 
Gyllius de Byiant. 1. ii. c. 7. Chrifto4ortis' (fee AntiquSt&t. 
iCbnft. 1. vii.) compofed'infcriptionsinveife fbreach of the ftatues. 
He was a Theban poet in gciiius as well as in birth : 
' BsQtum in craftb jurares aere natoixi. " 

■yer 
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ver could adorn the dignity of a ^eat capital, 
or contribute to the benefit or pkafure of its 
niunerous inhabitants, was contaLoed within 
the walls of Conftantinople. A particular 
defcription, compofed about a century after 
its foundation, enumerates a capitol or fchool 
of learning, a circus, two theatres, eight 
public, and one hundred and fifty-three pri- 
vate baths, fifty-two porticoes, five granaries, 
eight aqueduds or refervoirs of water, four 
fpacious halls for the meetings of the fenate 
or courts of juftice, fourteen churches, four- 
teen palaces, and four thouifand three hun- 
dred and eighty-eight houfes, which, for their 
fize or beauty, deferved to be diitinguilhe4 
from the multitude of plebeian habitations(52). 

The populoufnefs of his favoured city wais population 
the next and moft ferious dbjcd of the atten- 
tion of its founder. In the dark ages which 
fucceeded the tranflation of the empire, tKe 
remote and the immediate xonfequences of 
that memorable event were ftrangely con- 
founded by the vanity of the Greeks, and 
the credulity of the Latins (53). It was af- 

(5^) S^ ^^c Nbtitia. Rome only reckoned X780 large houfes, 
Mmmif. bttt'the word muft have had a more dignified fignification. 
Ho infyU arc mentioned at Conilantinople. The old capital coa- 
iified'of 434 ftreets, the new of i%%, 

(S3) Liutprand. Legatio ad Imp. Nicephonmi, p. 155. T^e 
Jtlod^m Greeks hate ftnu^ly disfigured the antiquities of Conibn- 
doople. We. might ezcufe the errors of the Turkiih or Arabian 
writers ; but it is fomewhat aftoniihing, that the Greeks, who 
had acceis to the authentic materials preferved in their own 
language, fhookl prefer -fi^ion to truth, and loofe tradition to 
.gennine hidory. In a fingle page of Codinus we may deteft 
twelve unpardonable miilakes; the reconciliation of Sevenis and 
Niger, the marriage of their fon and daughter, the (iege of 
Byzantinm by the Macedonians, the invaiion of the Gaiils, 
which recalled Severus^ to Rome, ihejixty years which elapfed 
from his death to the foundation of Conftantinople, t^t. 

ferted. 
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fertcd, and believed, that all the. noble fa- 
milies of Rome, the fenate, and the equef- 
trian order, with their innumerable atten- 
dants, had followed their emperor to the 
.banks of the Propontis ; that a fpurious race 
of ftrangers and plebeians was left to poflefs 
the folitude of the ancient capita ; and that 
the lands of Italy, long fince converted into 
•gardens, were at once deprived of cultiva- 
tion and inhabitants (54)* In the courfc df 
thishiftory, fuch exaggerations will be reduced 
to their iuft value: yet, fince the growth of 
Conftantinqple cannot be afcribed to the ge- 
"neral increafe of ipankind atnd of Induftry, 
it muft be adnjitted, that this artificial colony 
was raifcd at the expence of the ancient cities 
of the empire. Many opulent fenators of 
■Rome, and of the Eaftern provinces, were 
probably invited by Conjftantine to adopt for 
their country the fortunate fpot which he 
had chofcn for his own refidence. The in-^ 
vitations of a matter are fcarcely to be dif- 
tinguiflied from conrtmands ; and tHe tibj^ra- 
lity of the emperor obtained a ready and 
^ cheerful obedience. He beftowed on his ia- 
;vourites, the . palaces which he/had built in 
•the feveral quartiers of the city, afligned them 
lands and penfions for .the fupport of .their 
dignity (55), find ^enated the demefiies of 

(54) Moijtefquictt, Grandeiir et Decadence dcs Remains, €.17. 

»* (SS) Themift. Oirat. iii. p. <8. edit. Ha^doum. Sozomcn, I. 
ii. c. 3. Zofinu 1. ii. p, .107. Anonynu Valefian. p. ^15. If 
we, could crc'It Codinus (p. 10), Conftantin* built houfes for 
the fenators on the exi€t model of their Roman palaces, an^ 
gratified them, as well as hinifelf, with the pleafure of ah agree- 
able furprifc; but, the whole flory is fuU j» i;t.Daj . and. inco- 
fiftfcncics. :'■ ' 

Pontiis 
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Fontus and Afia, to grant heireditary efiate^ 
by the eafy tenure of maintaining a houfe in 
the capital (56). But thefe encoUragcnacnts 
and Obligations foon became fuperfluou3» and 
were gradually aboliflied. Wherever, the 
feat of govemnaent is fixed, a confiderablc 
part of the public revenue will be expanded 
by the prince himfelf, by his minifters, by the 
officers of juftice, and by the domeftics of 
the palace. The inoft wealthy of ^ the pro- 
vincials will be attrafted by the powerful 
motives of intereft and duty, of. amufenient 
and cTiribfity. A third and a more numerous 
dafs of inhabitants will infenfibly beJFornied, 
of feryaiits, of artificers, and of mijrchauts, 
who derive their fubfiftence from thejr' own 
labouf , and from the wants' or luxxirie§ of 
the lupeirioy ranks, ^n lefs than is^ century, 
Conft^ntinople difppted with Rome iffplf the 
. pre-emittence of riches and riuniibers. • N^w 
piles of buildings, crOtvded ' together .witji 
too littfe* regard, to health or convenience^ 
fcarcely .allowed . the intervals of narrov 
•ftreetis ibr the perpetual throng of nieii, of 
hbrfes, and of carriages. The allotted fpace 
of ground was infufficient to contain the in* 
creafing people ; and the : additional foiiirda- 
tions^ which, on either fide, were adyaEtced 

, , . . . .."■:• \V • ." . 

(56) Thf^Jaw bf wUch.the yoi|ii|fer Thcodoiialy in tiie year 
43 S, aboli&ed this tenure, may ht'humA inKKbg the^NoTcUs of 
tbzt .fmperor at ike end of th« Theodofian Code, torn* m^ nor. is. 
'M. ^e 'Tillembht ' (Hift. des Empd^iirs, torn. iv. p. 371.) hu 
'evldetitl7:niifta&eh the nature of thefe eftates. With a grant from 
'the Impefial detnefnes^ the iame condition was accepted as a favour* 
which, Would' juiUy haye been deemed « hardihip, if it h^d^bee* 
impof6d upon private property. 

into 
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into the fea, might alone have <:ompofe.d a 
very confiderable city (57). 
Frivileges. The frequent and regular difhibutions of 
wine and oil, of corn or bread, of money or 
[proviiions, luui almoft exeicnpted the poorer 
citizens of Rome from the neceffity of labour. 
The magnificence of the firft Gae£g:s was in 
fome meafure imitated by the founder of 
Conftantinople (58) : jbht his liberality; how- 
ever it might excite the apolaufe pf the peo- 
ide, has incurred the ceniure of pofterity. 
A ttatjipn of le^flators and coiiiquerors mi^ht 
aflert their daim to the harvefts pf A^ca» 
which h^d been purchafed with tl^eir blpod.;^ 
^hd it was artfully contrived by Augwftus, 
^at, in tfheenjoymdnt of plenty, tt^e Romans 
ihoidd lofe the memory of freedonu B]ut 
^e prodigality of Conuantine oo^d not be 
^xcufed by any confideratioio eitherfof ppiblic 
or ptiva:te intereft ; and the annual tribjate of 
corn impofed upon Egypt for the benefit cff 
^his new capital, m^LS applied to feed a hzf 
and ihfolent populace,' at the expence, of . the 
liufbaAdijien 0/ an indiiikLous prov^ 

\^ * ' ■' ..'. - .':,'.. "Some 



' {5T) 7^^ pafTa^ of 2roIunus, ,of 'Eunap&us, of Sozomen, and 
•4rA9rtllb»./MhCdLtelafte t<t'tlie ihcrtjafe«>/lNiiIi&^'and mhalM- 
gms 4t pQO^bciitio<^pK ai^ ^ollf^idd and f9nncacid%y Qrgim ^e 
'Hft^l, 1. 1. c' 3. Sidoniuft Apollinaris (in Panegyr. Anthem. 
56. p. 290. edit. Sirmond) defcribes the moles that were puihed 
-fomva^JntmjUkfi ii»i\ vtW coafiftcil'«f die tenow ^l*i»Eolaii 
f ai)4 ^i^bter^fW 

• '(^Steomieii, •l.'H. c. 3.' 5^hil0ft6rg. 1. u/ do.' CodiH. 
«ttitiiiiitat.'Cottft.^.^8; '^ ^pe^'hy Soctuts, X li. 0.13, that 
4life*^iittty «lk)Wttntie of fte citf cbnfiftied of eight myriads ofViw, 
4MH{eh' <we i>tt^«i^rta-trtttflate with Valetifts by £he, iivords modii 
«f 'idojn/ or obniier^-expreJ91tve of the number of loaves of bread. 

XS9) ^^^ Co<^ Theodof. 1. xiii. and ilr. and Cod. Tuftinian. 
^' EdKft. 
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Some other regulations of this emperor are 
Ids liable to b&me, but they arc lels deferv- 
ing of notice. He divided Conftantinople into 
fourteen regions or quarters (60), dignified 
the public council with the appellation of 
Senate (61), communicated to the citizens 
the privileges of Italy (62), and bcftowed on 
the riling city the tide of Colony, the firft 
and moft favoured daughter of ancient Rome. 
The venerable parent ftiU maintained the 
legal and acknowledged fupremacy, which 
was due to her ^ge, to her dignity, and to 
the remembrance of her former greatiiefs (^^s)* 

As 

Xdiift. ziL ioiA. u.{>.tf4S.e& Genev. ^ee the iMautiful coMpladbt 
of Rome in the poem ol Claudin de Bell. GUdoiuco» ret* 46-— 64. 

Com fvbiit'paf Rouol inlhi, dMft^aefiiiiifit 
JEqinles waom togu ; JSgypCk rutm 
Js psrtetB c^ere fiomuA. 

<(.6ctVTbe regiTOs of Cooibotinople are mentioned in the code 
ef Jfiiftinian, and particolarly deferred in the Kotitia of the 
y& io fer Thtodoifatt ; htkl'M thtf four laft ef Uiem -are not induded 
•wiiimi ^e waU of "Conftantine, it may be doubted n iiailm thia 
diTiGbo ef' the city fliotdd be tefftnred to liiefomidcr* ' ' 

(6i)'Senatnmcp]]iiUtuitfecundiordini$; C/«r« yocayit. Anotppiu 
Vilefian. p. 715. The fej^a^on of old Kome were filled CUripwA* 
See a- cnnona note of Yaldius ad Ammian. Marcellin. x^ 9. 
^rom th^ elevoith epiftle of Jvllan, it (hould feem that the place 
.pir iienator was confidered aa a burthen, rather than aa an honour ; 
l^^t the Aj>be de b Bietterie (Vie de Jovien, tom- ii« p* iliA 
Jut Qiewn that thia epifile could not relate to Con(lantlnc|»le. 
,|dig1tt ve not read, inftead of the celebrated name of Bv^amMc, 
4^ obfiiivre but more probable word fii^aifdnwof \ Biiapthc or Rhcfr- 
deftua, now Rhodofto, waa a finall maritime gty of Thrace. &e 
Stephaa. Byz. de U^bibua, p. %%$. and Cellar. Geograph. 
t<mi..L p. 849* 

(61) Cod. Theodof. 1. xiv. 13. The Commentary of Gpd^of 
(tpn^. ▼. p. %V>.) ialpng, but p^lcxed; nor indeed is it eafyto 
ffcertun m what the Jus Italicum could confiil, after the freedom 
of die dty had been communicated to the whole empire. 

((it3) Julian (Orat. i. p. 8 ) celebrates Conftantinople as not 
kfi foperior to all other cities, than ihe waa inferior to Rome 

itfelt 
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i>edication As Conftantinc urged the progrefs of the 
^'^' ^^°work with the impatience of a lover, the 
.walls, the porticoes, and the principal edi- 
fices were completed in a few years, or^ ac- 
cording to another account, in a few months 
(64) : but this extraordinary diligence fliould 
excite the lefs admiration, fince many of the 
buildings were finiihed in fo hafty and im- 
perfeft a manner, that, iinder the liicceeding 
rei^, they were .prefervcd with difficulty 
from impending; ruin.(65)i But ,while they 
difplayed the vigour .and freflinefs of ypiith, 
the founder prepared to celebrate the dedi- 
" cation of his city (66). The games and 
^largeffes which crowne^ . the pomp of this 

•»- - '• ' :../•.> . 1 - . . ; 

atfelf. His learned commexi^tXfyr fBpmhwt^i: p. 7 Si .7^\ jufUfies 

this language by fevei^l .f%llaUel. jyi4<-.CO{|tQm^r?i>:„Jp&aoce8. 

Zoiimus, as well as Socrates and SQ^KUUfm* . flQ\irjiV^4i »£icr : the 

jciiyifiop 9f the empire between the two, fans of Theodo4uSi y^^ich 

, cAabliflied .a perfect ^y«fl% between Jthtf old a^d.tfee' i?W 

^ • ~ (64) Codmus r(Afi!tiquitalTp^ *Srf* al&fin^, .that <th^i fo^iidi^j^t 
t of CooftantiDople w<ye kid -U.the year of ^*ic 1 world jSj^JaI). 
329)9 on the*:«6th of S)eptemb«ri and ihsii th<£ city -wa», dc<£catc;d 
the nth of Mny 58^8 (A. D .30). He connedis thcfe dates 
With ftv*:fal tharuaerif^c ejpochs, Wt th^y contraditft each byier; 
the authority of Codinus is of * littK weighty and the fpace which 
lie artigus inuil appear iniiiffi^eri^. " The term of ten years i^iven 
ua by Jnliiii (Orat i. p 8), aii^ f^paijhdm labours to '^ffablifli 
(he truth of it fp 69—7^),' by' the help of two raflagcs from 



ThtmiftiuF C^J^at iv. p 58)' and PhSltjflorgms (l^ii ' c '9), 
which form a. period from mc veir .324 to theyear^334'. ' Modern 
critics are divided tonceming this ^oint of'clH"onology, and their 
'/:^Strpnt ttntimcnu yxe very accpratviiy difcuffed by TilTembnt, Hrft. 
4^5 Empercur^ torn. iv. p. 619 — 62^. ' ' •> • -. ,,• 

(60 Themiftius, Orat. iii. p 47. Zofim 1. ii. .p: 108. Con- 
ftantine hijcnfelf, ip oue of his laws j^Cod. Thepd. I xvtit. ji), 
J5»ctray8 his' impatience, 

(66), Codre^iw and Zonaras; faithful to the snode ofiuperfiition 
which prevailed in their own^imes, aiTure us,, that ConiUatinopIe 
^as qpn/ecrated tp th£ Virgin Motli^r oi God. 
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memorable feftival may eafily be fuppo&d: 
but there is one circumftance of a more fin- 
gular and permanent nature^ which ought 
not intirely to be overlooked. As often as 
the birth day of the city returned, the ftatue 
of Conftantine, framed^ by his order, of gilt 
wood, and bearing in its right hand a fmall 
image of the genius of the place, was erefted 
on a triumphal car. The guards, carrying 
white tapers, and cloathed in their richeft 
apparel, accompanied the folemn proceflion 
as it moved through the Hippodrome. 
When it was oppofite to the throne of the 
reigning emperor, he rofe from his feat, and 
wiui grateful reverence adored the memory 
of his predeceffor (^6y). At the feftival of 
the dedication, an edift, engraved on a co- 
lumn of marble, beftowed the title of Se- 
cond or New Rome on the city of Conftan- 
tine (68), But the name of Conftantinople 
(60) has prevailed over that honourable 
epithet; and after the revolution of foiu"teen 
centuries, fiill perpetuates the fune of its 
author (70). 

The 

(67) The earlieft and mod complete account of this extraordinary 
ceremony may be found in the Alexandrian Chronicle, p. 285. Til- 
lemont, and the other friends of Conftantine, who are offended 
with the air of Paganifm which feems unworthy of a Chriftian 
prince, had a right to confider it as doubtful, but they were not 
anthorifed to omit the mention of it. 

(68) Sozomen, 1. ti. c. a. Ducange C P. 1. i. c. 6. Velut 
ipfiius RonuB filiam, is the expreifion of Auguftin de Ciritat. 
Dei, 1. V. c »5. 

(69) Eutropius, 1. X. c. 8. Julian. Orat. i. p. 8. Ducange 
C. P. 1. i. c. 5. The name of Conftantinople is extant on the 
medals of Conftantine. 

(70) The lively Fontenelle (Dialogues des Morts, xii.) affeSs 
to deride the vanity of human ambition, and feemt to triumph 
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Formofgo* '^^ foundation of a new capital is natu- 
tKnunent. rally conncftcd with the efl;abliihment of^ a" 
new form of ,civil and miliiary admitiiihli!* 
lion. The diftinft view of the complicated' 
fyftem of policy, introduced by Diodetian^ 
improved by Conftantine, and completed 
by his immediate fucceflbrs, may not only 
amufe the feincy by the fingular pifture of a 

J Teat empire, but will tend to illuftrate the 
ecret and internal caufes of its rapid decay. 
"^ In the purfuit of any remarkable inftitution> 
we may be frequently led into the more early 
or the more recent times of die Roman hif- 
tory ; but the proper limits of this enquiry 
will be included within a period of about 
one hundred and thirty years, from the ac- 
ceffion of Conftantine to. the publication of 
the Theodofian code (71); from which, as 
well as from the Notitia of the eaft and weft 
(72), we derive the moft copious and au- 
thentic information of the ftate of the empire. 

in the diTappomtffleiit of Cotiftan^ne, wliofe immortal mdne it 
noiw loft in the vulgar uipellation of Iftamhol, a Turkiih corruption 
of ficrnv mcXiv, Yet the original name is ftill preferred, I. By 
the nations of Europe. %. By the modem Greeks. 3. Bjr the^ 
Arahs, whofc writings are diffufed over the wide extent of their 
conquefts in Afia and Africa. See d'Herbelot Bibliotheqiie 
OrienUle, p. 175. 4. By the more learned Turks, and by the 
emperor himfelf in his public mandates. Canumir's Hi^ory of 
the Othman Empire, p. 51. 

(71) The Theodofian code was promulgated A. D. 438. Stt 
the Prolegomena of Godefroy, c. i. p 185. 

(72) Pancirote9, in his ' elaborate Commentaty, affigns to the 
Kotit]«<a dute almoft^ fimikrto that of the Theodofian "code; bttt 
his proofs, ''or rather conjedures, are extremely feible. I* fltouM* 
be rather inclined to place this ufeful work between the final 
divifion of the empire (A. D, 39s), and the fuccefsful iuTa^oh of* 
Gaul by the Barbarians (A. D. 407). See Hiftoire des ancient. 
;8t;uples de TEurope, tom. vii. p. 40« 
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Tliis variety of dbjeAs will fiiQ)end, for fome 
time, the cotirie of the narrative; but the 
interruption will be ceiifured only by thofe 
readers who are infenflble to the importance 
of laws and manners, while they ponfe, 
with eager curiofity, the tranfient intrigue 
of a court, or the accidental event of a battle. 

The manly pride of the Romans, contentHicnrdiy 
with fubftantial power, had left to the vanity '^^^*~' 
of the eaft the torms and ceremonies of of- 
tentatious greatneis (73). But when thev 
loft even the femblance of thofe virtues whicn 
were derived from their ancient freedom, the 
fimplidty of Roman manners was infeniibly 
corrupted by the ftately affedation of the 
courts of Ana. The dimn6tions of perfonal 
merit and influence, fo conQ>icuous in a re- 
public, fo feeble and obfcure under a monar- 
chy, wCTe aboliihed by the defpodfm of the 
emperors ; who fubiHtuted in their room a 
fevere fubordination of rank and office, from 
the titled flaves who were feated on Ae 
fteps of the dut)ne, to the meaneft inftru- 
ments of arbitrary power. This multitude 
of abjedt dependents was interefted in the 
fupport of tne adual government, from the 
dread of a revolution, which might at once 
confound their hopes, and intercept the re- 
ward of their fervices. In this divine hier- 
archy (for fuch it is frequendy ftyled), every 

(73) SclCcet aternx fuperbue fneto, non inerat aotitia noflri 
(periiapt mffttitj ; supud qao% vis Imperii valet, inania tranimittiui- 
tur. Tacit. AnnaL zv. 31. The gnulation from the ftyk of 
freedom and fimplicity, to that of form and fenritnde, may be 
tiucdiii ibt EpiiUei of Cicero, of PUnj, and of Syiiiiduu. 

.^ rank 
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rank was marked with the moft fcrupi4ous 
exaftncis, and its dignity was difplaycd in 
a variety of trifling and folemn ceremonies, 
which it was a ftudy to learn/ and a facrile^e 
to negleft (74). The purity of the Latin . 
language was debafed, by adopting^ in the 
intercourfe of pride and flattery, a profufion 
of epithets, which Tully would fcarcely have 
underftood, and which Auguftus would have 
rejected with indigjnation. The principal of- 
ficers 6f the empire were faluted, even by 
the enjperor himlelf, with the deceitftil titles 
of your Sincerity^ your Gravity j your ExceU 
lency^ your Eminencej your fublime and won* 
derful Magnitude^ your illujirioiis and . magni" 
jicent Highnefs (JS^* The codicils or patents 
of their office were curioufly emblazoned 
with fuch emblems as were beft adapted to 
c^cplain. its nature and high dignity; the 
image or portrait of the reigning emperors ; 
a,, triumphal car; the book of mandates 
pjaced on a table, cdvered with a rich carpet, 
and illuminated by four tapers ; the allegori- 
cal figures of the provinces which they go- 
verned ; or the appellations and ftandards of 
the troops whom they commanded. Some 
of thefe ofiicial enfigns were really exhibited 
in their hall of audience j others preceded 

f 74) The emperor Gratian, after confirming a law of precedency 
publilhed by Valentinian^ the father of his Ai^f/grZ/y, thus continues : 
Siquis igitur indebitum fibi locum ufurpaverit, nulla fe ignoration« 
defendat ; Htque plant facriifjirii reus, qui divina prsBcepta neglexerit. 
Cod. Thcod. 1. vi. tit. v. leg. a. 

(75) Confult thtNotitia Dfgnitatum^ at the end of theThepdo- 
fian Code, torn vi, p. 316. 

their 
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their pompou:^ march whenever they ap- 
peared in public ; and every circumftance of 
their demeanour^ their dreis, their orna- 
ments, and their train, was calculated to in* 
{fixe a deep reverence for the repreientatives 
of fupreme majefly. By a philolophic obfer- 
ver, the fyftem of the Roman government 
might have been miftaken for a fplendid the- 
atre, filled with players of every charadler 
and degree, who repeated the lan^age, and 
imitated the paflions of their onginal mo* 
del (76). 

All the magiftrates of fuffident importance '^i^^ee 
to find a place in the gena:al ftatc of the^^^jf 
empire^ were accurately divided into three 
dai&s. I. The Ulujirious. 2. The Speilabila^ 
or Refpeilable : and 3, The Clari/Rmi ; whom 
we may tranflate by the word Honourable* 
In the times of Roman fimplicity, the laft- 
mentioned epithet was ufed only as a vague 
exjK'einon of deference, till it became at 
kngtb' the peculiar and appropriated tide of 
all who were members of tne fenate (77), 
and confequently of all who, fhjm that vene- 
rable body, were felefted to govern the pro- 
vinces. The vanity of thofe who, fcrom 
their* rank and office, might claim a fupcrior 
diftittdion, abov< the reft of the fenatorial 
order, W5is long afterwards indulged with 
the new appellation of Refpeftable: but the 

' (76) Panc^olus ad Notitiam vtriufque Imperii, p. 3^ But his 
cxpUnatkons are obfcure, and he does not fnmcientl)rdi(Hi|(ttiih the 
painted emblems from th$ effe#iv»'cnfignaof office. 

< (77) In the Pandeds, which may be referred to the reigns of 
the Antonincs, Ciari£imut\A-tht ordinary and legal title of a 
fenator. 

• Vol. HI. D tide 
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title of IHuJirhus was always referved to fome 
efliilie&t perfonagcs who wcfe obeyed or reve- 
- -^^xtnced by the two fubordinate clafles. It 
was comtnunkated only, L To the confub 
aBd patricians ; 11. To the IVcetorian p^eds, 
with the praefcfts of Rome and Conftantno^ 
pie; III. To die mafters general pf the ca-' 
vialry arid the infantry ; and, IV» To the 
fe^^en minifters of the palace, who exercifed 
Xhtvc /acred fun^ons about the perfon of the 
emperor {^%y. '- Among thofe iUoftrious ma- 
gif&ates who were efteemed co-ordinate with 
each other, the feniority of appointment gave 
place to the union of dignities (79). By the 
expedient of honorary codicils, the ^npe- 
rors, who were fond of multiplying their 
favours, might fometimes gratify uic va- 
nity, though not the ambition, of impatient 
courtiers (80). 

Theconfuis I* ^ ^^^Z ^^ ^^ Romau confuls were the 
firft magiflxates of a free ftate, they derived 
their right to power from the choice of the 
people. As long as the emperors conde- 
icended to dif^uife the fervitude which 

^ diey impofed, ue confuls were iUB eleded 

by the real or apparent fiifirage of the fenate. 
From the reign of Diocletian, even thefc 
vcftigcs of liberty were aboliihed, and the 
iuccefsful candidates who were invefted with 

(78) Pancirol. p. 111—17. I have not taken any notice of the 
two i^brioc nuifc^; JPerfi^iffimuU f^^ Mgw4ghu^ which were gi^en 
to many ]ieHbnt» .who were not raife4 to the fenatoria} dignity. 

(79) Cod. Theodof. 1. vi. tit. ti. The rules of precedency 
are afcertasiied with the mo(^ minute accuracy hy the emperort, 
and illttftnited with equal prpUxity by tl^ lesimed interpreter. 

(80} Cod. Theod. 1. vi. tit. xzii. 

the 
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file ammal honours of theconfblflnpt ai&Aod 
to d^orc the humiliating condition of their 
predeccfficirs. The Sdpios and the t^stos 
kad becnr redttced to foucit the votes of pie*' 
h&saai to P^ through the te<£oiis and ex*^ 
^eo&ve forms of a popular dkdion, and to 
ein>6fe their dignity to the ihame of a puUit 
remal; while dieir own happier fate had re^ 
ftrred them for an a^ and government in 
vMdk the rewards of virtue were' affigned by 
the tmerring wifd<mi of a |;racioDS fovereigii 
(Si). In me epiftles which the emperor 2d* 
ditnfed to the two confuls ded, it was de^ 
chtf^^ th^ they were' created by his fole 
aiHhofity (Sft). Their mames and portraits^ 
cA^rtited oa^ f^ile tatlets of ivory, were <£^ 
pe%d over the empire as prefents to the 
provinces, the cities, the m^^lftratej, the 
fenate, and the people (I3;3). Their iblenm 
inauguration was |)Ner£brmed at the place of 
the unperial refidenide ; and during a period 
oi^bne hundred and twenty years, Kome 
Was conftantiy deprived xsf the prrfence df 

, .(tl) Aviqoim (ia Gntipnim'^^A^ionc) Wely ezpatuitet'oa 
^Mig^il^j.jtomi^ wliich 19 maaaged Ijf |(AamertsnuB (Paneg^rr* 
y^^xi^ 16b. ,1^) vith. fjpmfiwhtu xawr^, S^^ipi a^ ioigcnuity^ " 

• (tmy 'CmM 4ti CoafiilSMir- m annuin: treaadxi^ * IoIm awcun 
volutarem . . . te Confulem et defienavi, et declanvi^ tb piMMW 
nuncbpaTx :*a]rc.£ooie q£ tbue exprcffio^? .«nip^cd by tba .em^ror 
Gratian to lus pivce^or the poet Aufonliis, 

(S3) Immancfquc" . '. . . dtailca . * .- ' -^ - 

Qgi fedi ferro in tabiila«>ii80qiie wuDUfZiSB^ ~ ^ ..... <« 
Imcripti nitiluin coelato ConfQle admen ! . » : 
Per proccreset Tulgat^ant^ • . .. .4.. 

CJand. in it C«n£. Sliluihoti. 4S^ - 

Montfimcon has reprefented fbme'6f tlibfdUlIeU oV'dypClcis; fee 
Supplement iTAntiquite etpUqnSe, torn* iH.'j^. %%o. 
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b6r.ahci»%;iin1igcftratesi(Bf3^^^ On lim^inora-. 

fimed lite *n%mo£ih€3r:digiutyV: :,:>««£ 
<totfs:3»raa.5uTobe of pwjplfci jexfabroid^ 
iiytls and ^^potdv; and ip^mrt&ri^.^rniiiQ^i)!^ 

^CfiTSL trf.ithffiit'ftatfe land anAy,- 'in . .<:l^ft'i3W^ 
of fesiatiton&v^^A^i^he. u&kfs .fafcea^; i^s^^ 

b?forcTthenr,ibyr the 'Uctoirsr(.&6)y Tb©:ipriJ'» 
dsfli^n ;TO0wdr.iiimi:the t^^ {87) to.rrt;^ 

^^tvQ': th^dcottfiakr > afccnded- ^bek « Itrijjttaaj, 
?iia !fca^d^:AbemfeiYCS:.ijoiL iHe ..t-ixrukuOb^WJi 
i^oh j^weijcrAwied atfiigf*. the ./aiSaiotj^ ^ aij^n 

Fallaoteus apex.r^agnofcunt roltra curules • 

, . Claudian m rVi Com. Honora.,643. . v 

( . ■»< ,« f *•> 'I f'»r'»'\ » ■» • '♦ • '%'N •<•«■> jx-* 4 , .^». , fi'I'T 

From (ht reieiPof Canis to 'tlie lixtK'confuIfliip pf ^Hobdnus, tKcfC 
%H*iikii inter^raT^'^neTliiitMtv^al axidrii^enfy^rs, during! ^hk^ 
1h^ ei:]^ro9P8'*wer& al^a^^AbJ^ 0Qm^fiU)mA-*«^ .fi(^ ^Z"^ 
January.* "See die (tlironologie Je' *tilfemonV torn. Iii.'iv. ana t. 

(8c) JSce Claudian^in. Con£ Prob. et Olybrii 178, .&c. and iq ir 
ConL'Htfnbriij^ 5S5,''^c.* Aough m -the ' laftter It i^'jiot caljr'to 
f^x^ie theornamenti of the emperor from' tltofe'^oltHe'COTftL 
Au^Hms "received," froin 'the" li^trali'ty of Gratiaii,^ a ^j/fcV ptttmitm{ 
cff > n»be ^< ftatq - in'^'wkichf f tfae-figure * of the emptror Gonftantins 

vraftem})R>idarod;"''*t> t.^ .•-•- - •" ^ ^^ ••.:•.».•. 

* (8^) C^eniU' eraxTOwSi^.procieres legii .^iCiv::;.;;*! 

Patricios fumunt habittiS*; *ct more' 6abhlo — 1. ^ **,... .v. 
Difcolor incedit legio, pofittf^tte^arumpers.. •". ' '-^) 

Bellorum figniSy^-fiajuioir vexHlaX^niix.' :.: > ..' ' t; 

Lii6tori cedunt skq[uIl£ei.jideiquelto^tui.i'. ;..w'. . : 
Miles, et in mediis effulget curia caftfiiiL • '* .^ '- - 1 i' 
Claud. j^iv0onf.'IHbnai]Uy>5J ui ..'-. 
,,-v i,,^ i^^^/^jirocul ra jiarcy>#<»ff» > ^ », 

;^«8|7) See ValefiHS ad Amniian^ Marceilin. 1. izii. c 7. 

dent 
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dait tittle. They 'immeiliatdy exercifed aii 
a^ df jUrlfdiaion, tJy the mamimiiCon of a 
ftave; ;whd Was btoiight before them for that* 
ptlrp^fe-; and the Ccremonv wa« mtendfed to^ 
reprSfeat the celebr^tfed anion 'oiP the elder' 
B«au3pthe author- of liberty aTicf>6f the cbnfuF-* 
ftipi^ Wfie'n he admitted among- his fellow*^ 
citStztn§ ^he faithful' Vindex, -Who; had re-* 
Vealed'thc con^iracy of the Tarqiiias (88) J 
The f)ublic feftival was continued during fe- 
yekddays in all the principal cities ; ilf Roiiie/ 
from duftoih ; in Conftantinople,* from inlita- 
tien; in Carthage, Antioch, and Alexandria,* 
from^ the love of pleafure and the fuperfluity 
of 'Wealth (8g>^ In the two capitate' of the" 
empfre the annuatl ^mes of the theatre, the 
circus, and the Amphitheatre (§o), coft four 
thoufitnd pounds^! gold/ (about) one hun- 
dred and fixty tfioufand pounds ftw'ling : and 
if fo heavy an expense furpaflfed the faculties 
or the inclination of the magiftrates them*' . 
felves, the fum was fupplied froni the impe* 

• (8S) Atti|>ice mox betp ibonit cUmore trilnual i 

Tefaftosineunte quater; folemnia ludit . .r. . 

Omina liliertas : deduditm vindice morem 
. XiCx fenrat, famulu{S|ue |ugo taxatus hesUi , - '^o* 

Ducitur, et gyrato remeat &curior idfcu .* ^ 

ClaudiaD in iv Conf. Honorii, 6ii. 

f 8^) Celebrant quidem fdlemnes iftos dies^ omnes iibique urbe$ 
qiisBiiidf legibus agunt; et Ram^de more, et Conftantiiiopolis de 
imitatione, et Antiochia pro luxu, et difcin^ Carthago, et domws 
fluminis Alexandria, fed Treviri Principis beneflcio. Auf^nius in 
Grat Adione 

(90) Clandian fin Conf, Mall. Thcodon, 179-7331 X «^fcrfb«»» 
in a Hvely and fancifnl manner, the various games oif the circus, ' 
the theatre, ^d tbe amphitheatre, exhibited by the new conful. 
The ianguipary combats of gladiators had already been prohibited. 

'*!.:". ' . .......... • rial, 
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rial treafiuy (91). As foon as the confuls bfid 
cUfchargec} thcfc cuftomary duties, they were 
at Uberty to retire into tlie ihade of private 
life, and to enjoy, during the remainder of 
the year, the undifiurbed contemplation of 
their own greatnefs. They no longer pfe> 
fided in the natipnal councils ; they no longer 
executed the, reCblutions of peace or war. 
Their abilities (unlefe they were employed 
in more effeftive offices) were of little mo^ 
ment; %nd thdr names ferved only as the 
leeal d^tt of the year, in which they had 
(Hed the diair of A^ius and of Cicero. Tet 
it was ftill felt and acknowledged, in t^e laft 
period of Roman fervitudeo wat this empty, 
name might be comparied, :and even pMler* 
Tfdj to the pofieffion of fubfiaptial ppwer. 
The title of conful was ftill the moft %jffldiit 
objed of ambition, the npblcft reward ^vir«' 
t»e and loyalty. The emperc^s themlelyes^ 
who difiiained the faint . fhaA>w of the re- 
public, were confcious that^j^ acquired nn 
additional fplendor and majeuy as often as 
they afiumedtiie annual honoOrsof die ctm- 
fular dignity (92^. 
TKc patm The proudeft and moil perfed feparaticm 
^'^' which can be found in any age or country, 
between the poblcs and tne peopl^^^ ii^ per- 
haps that of the Patriciitiis and the Plebeians, 

(91) Procbpius in Hift Arcane, ^. i6. ' 

(9«) If) Coofulatu ,hoQot ^no hbore fttTdpitur. (ManvcrlMi iQ 
Paofigyr. Vet xl. % ).Xhls exalted idea of the oattlulihip i% hor^ 
rowed -from, an pr^op (iij p .107) pronounced by Julian ia the 
fervUe court ,>of Conftimtlns. See the Abbe de la Bleterie Me* 
moires dc 1'Acaddmie, tona, xxiv' p'. a 89), who delights to 
jhxMt the veftiges of the old conftitution, and who Ibmetimes 
finds them in his copious fancy. 

as 
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as it was eftibliihed in the firil age of the 
Roman republic* Wea|^ ^ n4 hoi;ours» the 
offices of Uie ftate, aqcl the cercmonie9 o^ 
religion, were almofl: excluiively pofrefTed by 
the former; who prcferving the purity of 
their hlood with the moft imulting jealoufy 
(93)9 held their clients in a condition of fpe* 
ciotts vaflalagc. But thefe diftindions, fo 
incompatible with the fpirit of a free people, 
were removed, after a long ftruggle, by the 
perfevering efforts of the Tribunes. The 
moil: aftive and fuccefsful of the Plebeians 
accumulated wealth, afpired to honours, de- 
forved triumphs, contraded alliances, and, 
after feme ^nerations, affumed the pride of 
ancient nobility (94). The Patrician nmilies, 
on the other hand, whofe original number 
was never recruited till the end of the com* 
monwealth, either failed in the ordinarv 
courfe of nature, or were extingmlhed in io 
many foreign and domeflic wars, or, through 
a want of merit or fortune, infeniibly mingled 
with the mafs of the people (95). Very few 

remained, 

(95) Intemiarriag^es between the Patricsaat and Plebeiaot were 
prohibited by the kws of the XH Tablet; tad the notform open* 
tioDs of human nature may atteft that the caftoat fanfEhred the 
hvr. See in livy (iy i— ^ ), the pride of family ttrged bjjr the 
confnl, and the righu of mankind afierted 1^ the tribune 
Cannleina. 

(f 4) See the animated pidures drawn by Salluft, in the Jngvrthine 
war» of the pride of the nobles, and even of the virtnoas Metel* 
htty who was unable to brook the idea that the honour of the confuir 
Jhip ihonld be beftowed on the obfcure merit of hit lieutenant 
Marias (c 64). Two hundred years before, the race of th^ 
Metelli themfeWes were confounded amimg the Plebeians of 
Rome; and from the etymology of their name of Cadfiut^ there 
is reafon to believe that thofe haughty nobles derived the^ 
origin from a Tutkr. 

(95) In the year of Rome 800, very few remained, not only 
of ihe old Patrician familiea, but even of thofe which had been 

created 
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remained who could derive their pure and 
genuine origin from the infancy of the dty, 
or even from that of the republic, when 
Caefar and Auguftus, Claudius and Vefpa* 
fian, created from the body of the fenate. a 
competent number of newPatrician families^ in 
the hope of perpetuating an order, which was 
ftill confidered as honourable and facred (96). 
But thefe artificial fupplies (in which the 
reigning houfe was always included) were 
rapidly fwcpt away by the rage of ty* 
rants, by frequent revolutions, by the change 
of manners, and by the intermixture of na- 
tions (97). Little more was left, when Con- 
ftantine afccnded the throne, than a vague and 
imperfeft tradition, that the Patricians had 
once been the firft of the Romans. To forni 
a body of nobles, whofe influence may re- 
ilrain, while it fecures the authority of the 
monarch, would have been very inconfiftent 
with the character and policy of Conftaptinc ; 

created by Caefar and Aoguftus. (Tacit. Annal. xi. 25. > The 
•^ family of Scaums a branch of the Patrician ^milii) was de- 

graded fo low that his father, who exercifed the trade of a charcoal- 
merchant, left him only ten flaves, and fomewhat lefs than three 
fcuBdred pounds ftcrling. (Valerius Maxinms,!] iv c. 4 n ix, 
Aurel. Vidor in Scauro ) The family was fitved from oblivion 
by the merit joi the fon 

(96) Tacit. Annal xi *^. Dion Caffius,.l lii p 693.. The 
virtues of Agricola, who was created a Patrician by the emperor 
Vefpafian, refleAed honour on that ancient order ; but his ancef- 
tors had not any claim beyond an Equellrian nobility. • 

(97} This foilure would have been almoft impoflible if it were 
'true, as Cafi^ubon pompels Aurelius Viilor to alBrm (ad Sueton. 
in C?efar. c. 43. See Hift. Auguft p. 20:;, and Cafaubon 
Comment, p. 220), that Vefpafian created at once a thoafa|id 
Patrician families. But this extravagant number is too much even 
for the whole Senatorial order, unlefs we ihould include all the 
Roman knights who were difliEguifhedby the pemiiiHon qf "wear- 
ing the laticlave. 
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but had he ferioufly entertained fuch a defign, 
it might have exceeded the meafurd of nis 
power to ratify, by an arbitrary edift, * an 
infHtution which muft expeft the fan<%ion 
of time and of opinion. He revived, indeed, 
the title of Patricians, but he revived it as 
a perfonal, not as an hereditary diftindtion. 
They yielded only to the tranfient fup^riority 
of the annual cbnfuls ; but they enjoyed the 
pre-eminence over all the great officers of 
ftatc, with the moft familiar accefs to the 
perfoi[i of the prince. This honourable rank 
was beftowed on them for life ; and as they 
were ufually favourites, and minifiers who 
had grown old in the Imperial court, the true 
etymology of the- word was preverted by 
ignorance and flattery ; and the Patricians of 
Conftantiae were reverenced as the adopted 
Fathers of the emperor and the republic (98). 

n. The fortunes of the Praetonan prsefeftsThePrsto- 
were eflentially different from thofe of the^*" f»* 
confuls and patricians. The latter faw their ^**** 
ancient greatnefs evaporate in a vaiu title. 
The former, riiing by degrees from the moft 
humble condition, were invefted with the 
civil and military adminiftration of the Ro- 
man world. From the reign of Severus to 
that of Di^ocletian, the guards and the palace, 
the laws and the finances, the arniies and 
the provinces, were entrufled to their fuper- 
interiding care; and, like the Vizirs of the 
Eaft, they held with one hand the feal, and 
with the other the (tandard, of the empire. 

(Sii).ZoGmu»y L U. p u8; attd GodelroyadCod. Theodof Lvi 
4it vi. - * 

The 
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The ^bitipfi of the pradFeds, always fQnKii4': 
^)e, an4 fometimes fatal to the maAei^ 
whom they ferved, wa$ fupported by the 
ftrength of the Praetorian bands; but aftor 
thofe haugtity troops had been weakened by 
piodetian, and finafUy fupprefled by Confiap- 
tine, the pradfeds, who finrvived their fall, 
were reduced without difficulty to the ft^^on 
of ufeful and obedient minifters. when they 
wer^ no longer refponfible for the iafety of 
the emperor's perfoci, they refigned theju* 
rifdi^ion which they had hitherto claimed 
and exercifed over aU the departments of the 
palace. They were deprived by Confiantine 
of all military comniandy as foon as they had 
ceafed to lead into the field, under their im- 
mecUate orders, the flower of the Roman 
troops; and at length, by a ^gujar revolu** 
tioai, the captains of the ^ards werp trans- 
formed into the civil mag^ftrates of the.pro* 
vioces. According to the plan of gpovern^ 
ineat inftituted by Diocleti^tn, the fourprinces 
^^ each their Praetori^ praeffd ; and, 
;^ter the monarchy w^ once more united in 
the p^^fon of Ck>nfbntine, h^e ftill continued 
to crea<te the fame number of four prje* 
F^cTs, and entrufted to their care the iame 
provinces which tJ^ey already adminii^^ed. 
i« The praefed of the Eaft firetched his am*- 
pie jurifdi^on into the three parts of^^e 
globe which were fubjed to the Romans, 
&om the catarads of the Nile to the 
banks .of the Phafis, and from the; mouUf 
tains of Thrace to the frontiers of Perfia. 
ifi. The important provinces of Pannonia, 

Dacia, 
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Dacia» Maceddnia, and Greece, once ae^ 
kiiowledgc4 the authority of the prscfeA of 
fflyricim. 3* The power of the praefeft of 
Itidy waa not confined to the covniry from 
whence heiderived hb title; k extended over 
the additional territory' of Rhactia as £y: as the 
banks of the Daniube, over the dependent 
iflandftr of the Mediterranean, and oyer that part 
of the continent of ilfrica which lies^betcbwn 
the confines of Cyrene and thofe ojF Tingita- 
nia. 4« Hie praefed of the Gauls coo^pre* 
hended under that plural denomination the 
kindred provinces of Britain and Spain, and 
his authority was obeyed 'from the "wall of 
Antoninus to the fbrt of Mount Atlas (99). 

After the Prae±arian pracfefts had been dif- 
wi&d from aU nubtary command, the dvil 
frtndixmsH^^hich tl^y Nffere ordained to exerdA^ 
01^ fb many fubjeft nations, were adequate 
to the ambition and abilities of the mdft con* 
fummate minifters. To their wifdom was 
comiBittted the fupreme adtniniftration of jul^ 
tice and of the finances, the two otgeds wmdi 
in afiate of peace, comprehend almoft afl the 
refpedrye duties, of the foverekmand of the 
peojde; of the former^ to proted: the dtiasena 
who are obedient to the laws ; of the latter, 
to e<mtribute the Ihare of didbr property 
which is required for the expences of the ftate. 
The coin, the highways, tbe pofts, the gra- 

(99) Zofimiity 1. si. p. 109, 110. If we had not lbrtiiiacel|r 
po&fled tbi» UthhAorj accoimt of the diyi$Q|i-of. t|ie power pad 
proyinces ^ Hht TnttoAm praefedb, we ihc^nl^' fre^cntiy We 
been perplexed amidft the copious dctaili of the Codei ' smd tjhA, 
cgcnmftairttiil mifloteaefeof the Wothk. ' 

naries. 
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naries, the manufaftviresy whatevCT colil^ 
intereft tfa^ public profperily, Was moderated 
by the authority >of the; ftitorian praefeds. 
Jks die iwmedtate ircprcfehtatives or the Ifn-- 
perial ' majefty, they ' were* crmpowereA t6 ex- 
plain^ to enforce, and ^ on ibme occafioiis to 
modify, the general edids by*' their diferetion- • 
ary proclaniations,^ « They? ttatched - bt^ei* ihb 
eondud'of the provinciaFgcrreirnor^, removed^ 
thcnegligeRt, and influSbed puniihm^ntft on 
the guilty. From 'all* the inferior Jurifdidi- 
ons, an' ^peal in every iqatteir of importaiiee, 
either dvil or crimiiial, might be In-ouglit 
before the tribunal ot tTiC'^praefe^Srt but his 
fentence >^is final 'and' afefolute; arid the 
emperors thdmfHves ;refufed to admit any 
complaint^' ogainft the judgmdit or the inte- 
grity o£ *Z' magifirate ^^m « they iionourcd 
vrith^Aichunboundeji^cobfidbnce (loo). His 
appointments were fiiitable to his dignity 
( lai )^ • and y if avarice ^vas his ruling pawon^ 
be ebjoyed frequent opportunities of cdled- 
ing aridi harvefi: of &es^ of prefents^ ^and of 
perqtiiiiites/ .Though ;the^mperors no longer 
dreadodjtfaer ambition o£ dieir.praefefts^ they 
were:: iatteixtbtre to - coimterbaknce the power 

/;- • -. .; •::> - ■> • * •- - ' ■-• '•' • 

(lop^^fc a IfW of Copfbattse hm^«iF' A prielfr^jr^a^t^ 
prxtorib j)rovocare non (inimus. Cod. Juuinian. I. yii. tit.LiiU., 

mentd principle ^of jorifprudeiice, * compares the Praetorian praefeds 
to the mailers of the horfe of the ancient di&aton. Pande(5t 1 i. 

th xi. •. \ ''•..'• • ' ' . .. * u •• ' ^ '"^ ■ ' 

lfloi);When'Juftinian, in the exhaufted condition of -tHe empire, 
inftituted a Pi-s^toHan jaraefcd for Africa^ 6c allowed him'afalaiy 
6( one hundred' ponniis' if gold. Cod Jijftinian. 1. i. tit kxvii ^ 
leg 1. 

r - of 



fhorfale^of^iCddiUTatidn:(>ti62)i' « 
; frnva ithexF^ filpfraor importance , and • dig« Ji>e pne- 
ni<y^ : Rditid^ and. i Gonftandtioplc. w^. il^me R^^^d 
exccptdd feqnin thfc jiirifdifliba dF. the Pragte'* conftanti- 
mi^pra&&&. ^TlleixIlmcnfe~fi2acof•tileiity9'^^ 
and Abe -exbcricnte vo£ tltfe tardy^: mdfe^boal 
operadonor^die bcws^iiadiiirn^edrthe po« 
licpL'ofniAbs^^ ^cums^iretntae. ibr 

intrcKhtcsAg . a^ :newr^ xmfflftrate, .^Kb) ;:a]fiOB 
couMTcAraAi a'&rvikc^id' turbulemt^ pdpti^ 
lace: byithe ftronr. fsnirof arbitrary, ipower 
(lo^h**^ Yalerins Me&Ua was appctt^ted the 
firft p^sfeift 'of 'Rame^.tint I^s repntMiDQ 
iBu^ht> cmmtien&nce fo einndious a* me^d&ire : 
bbti ati-thc€nd of-a-fewdaysj that aecota-: 
pli&ed citizen' (104) jrefigned his office^ dm 
- . » v/ f« ♦ « • . ,ij I »» , , ./ • r ' '• » . 1- ' • '.• »ii i« .1. • 

i>e i«iiicient to rcfor to t^e iunpie commentaries of Panciroius anj 
OtAtii&f^ %ho KftVcf dili^tly cdlleaied/ and aectthitdy digitfM' in 
that uropcf .oi*»v a^. thx^.^AV V* ftiftorkal ma^^ nc<m 
^ofe.authQr94.0r, Howell Hi^ory of the World, vol ii p*a4— 
77) had .d«3il(fed 'a Telry diftiMSt'Abr)dgtaiient df tile UtiU U' tbi 

Caffius, ift th^ oratfdn of l^cenas (L vii. p. 675),, defcrtbes the 
prerogative^ oPticpribfca tof <hc ci«7 attjth^ wwte^citaljWIlctfiri 
]i»4m«i/tane. »h). . ' . v ' m •: ^-"t ' m; •. .f ^r 

(iq^) 7l?ic ^toc : 9I MeflalKi j^ ,' )v«» fctfccly «^u4.. to : )»« 
merit. In the earlieft youth he^was recommended by Cicero to the 
firlendihip of Brutus He followed the ftandard of the republic 
Sirit-W^bMiin ili^tte tftMl tff-^PlliBw^ Iks tlisli.ii:iiip(ed ^d 
^efervedHlie'faWvr ef dae^moft itioaen4.of theocbnq[bera«s;'aRA 
uniformly aflerted his freedom and dignity in the cciist of AugMhMw 
The triH«iBkA^.M#»lla wa» ij^iteiM wnt««^ oC;;AmiiUfii. 
As ^ oratpr, he diiputed .Uie paun oF eloquence with Vicero 
hfri&l/.; M^;aUjC'Cultivatca*>yerT tnulfej and^ waar tWpatrOA^of 
eVexy Inani^^^t^ttC ' 'He fpjJn^-^ms-eTenings mphilMo^4 0Wi» 
verrati0if^i}I'Hor«^; aflumcdl^is place- at taWe between DalUi 
ahdTihtlW^V 4nd;atoidW.ttsieifcrt br,eiic<^rag^ thcipoeUul 

tkfeitttt"dry\Mhikwid"; ' " '-';:' rv' ' ^"^ :*'. * •';■'■' 
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daiiiig wkh a fpirits vtdttky of thr frioii tif 
Brutusy that he found himelf ilu:s^f^ 
e^crcifing :> a porvcr inoompatible u^ public 
frediom (105). Ai^die lenfe of liberty be^ 
came le& exqiiifitey the advantages ofcnrder 
vturt mote dearly tudedbod}' .and jdie pne^ 
feft, ^vAia feemed td haiveijeen defigned as a 
terrorbniy to flav^and vagrants^ :was pcr« 
aokted to extend his xiv3 and cariminaljurifi 
d&9ion over the eqneftrian. and nofak facmiiiea 
ctf , Rcrne^ The praetors, ammalLr created as 
the judg^of law and emiity, coidd:not long 
difputetibe poffeffion of tiie Fortim ivith-a 
vitforou$ and pennahentffis^iihutf^'riirbQ was 
umafly admitted into the confidence of ,tbfi 
I^nce. Tieir court* were deferted^ . theiif 
number j which had ^nce fluctuated bistwtidn 
twelve and eighteen {io6)j was gradually re* 
duccd to two or thrice, and dicur im^^an^ 
fiin^ons were qo^ned to the Je;8:pi^nliv^ - 
bbliffatibtt Cip7) <»fie3^hibiting games for di^ 
amufcoaent of t^wople*. Aftgr^t^j^? 
of Roman confuls had been changed mto a 
Vaitt pigd^nt. wiiidif Wa^^rarely'diijbla^^^d in 
the cajpitat the pt^fc^ «S^ed;i^ 
place in the fenate, and were foon adkitow-^ 
fed^eij j^s , th<! Oitiinary pf efideafe &f MAat 

" ' '• -"" ■ ■' -■'' "■ •- .-.. jiiol -^! -•.'•<.i ■,♦•1 r- ' «... • -^ 

>(l(i5} iocfvibib eft p«igAattm'«09M^uif^^.f^^ 
a«ib1ii«i« '^SNcitat u^effift tfw iaftM^ iim ui «iWiiwMd»;>4itt£ 



Conftantinopte By the choice of the fenate, hM: JV«{U^ilierr?oVm 
coafcnt.. Cod. Juftiniaii. L u tit. xxxix. leg. i. * ''^ v - '- 

'• " venei:able 
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yma^Ah tSkmVbf. They received appeals 
&&mtibfi46St^ce of one hundred miles; and 
it Wtt allowed ai a prind^de of jiirifpradeacey 
that4)fl nMmid|Ml authority "wzs derived froeH 
them alone (io8). In die difcharge of hit 
hhcxkm employinent, the governor of 
Rome wa^ affifted by fifteen officers, fome of 
whom had been originally his equals, or 
even his fuperk>rs« The principal depart- 
ments were relative to die command of t nu« 
merous watch eftabliflied s» a fafe^afd againft 
fires, robberies, and no^rnal diforders; the 
coftody and diffaibudon of the public allow- 
i&ce of com and provifions ; the care of the 
port, of the aquedu^, of die common fewers 
and of' the navigadon and bed of the Tyber; 
the infpeAion of the markets, the theatres, 
and of die private as well as public Works« 
Their vigilance enfured the three principal 
Qbjeds of a regular police, ikfety, j^nty, 
and deanlinefe ; and as a proof of the atten- 
tion of government to preferve th«' fplendor 
and ornaments of the capital, apardcnlar in* 
fpe£fcor: was appointed for die fiatues) the 
guardian, as it were, of that inanimate peo-' 
pic, which^ according to the ej^tiravagant 
computation of an old writer, was fcarcely 
inferior in number to the living .inhabitants, 
of Rome* About thirty years after the 
foundation of Conftantinople, a fimilar ma* 

(loS) Qnidquidigitur intra iu;bem i^mittittiry.adP. U. videtufv 
pertinere; icdet fiquid in^r^ ccotdinium mUyani^n.; .Ulpiai^ u^ 
Paaded. 1. i. tit. xiii. n. 1. . He proceed ^o ^niunerate . tl^% 
various offices of the praefed, who, in the Code of jufliniah (1. i. 
tit. iixiT. 1^. 3)» is declared to precede and command all city 
iai^&nie$i fine injurii ac detrime&to honoris alieni, 

giftrate 
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ffiftiate i^as created in £hat rifing metropoUf , 
tor the fame ufes^ and with the iame powers. 
A perfect equality wsus.eftabliihed between the 
dignity ofthe /^e^ muzucipai, and tibat of 
the /o^^r praetorian^ pracfeftsC I Q9). . . 
The pro- . Thofe whp, in the Imperial hierarchy, 
*^^^^«were diftingjiiflied by the title oiR^fieanble^ 
Stc. ** formed an intermediate clafs between. th« 
iHtiftrhus ^pmk^$ and the binourable mi^giir 
trates of tibe provinces* In this dais, th^ 
procpnfuls of Ana, Achaia^ and Africa^ c][ahnQ4 
a pre-eminence, which wais yielded ta the re- 
xneinbrahcet>f their ^cient dignity y aiid the 
app^l from theur tribunal to that of the praer. 
fefts Was almoft the oqly rtark of jtheir de- 
pendence (iio). But th6 civil governmientr 
of the empire was diftributed into thirteeti 
grtat DIOCESES, each of which equalled th^ 
jufl: meafure 6f a pdwcrful kingdqm, The 
firft of thefe diocefes was fubjed to the julif- 
didion of the count of the eaft; and we may 
convey fome idea of the importance and va*. 
riety of his lundions, by. obferving, that fix 
hundred lamaritors, who Would be .ftyled^at 
prefent either fecretaries, qr clerks, or uihers^ 
pr meffengers, Were employed in his imi^-j 



(iQo) ^.eiitleff Dur.ufaal gulden, , w^ m?y, obfervCf that Felix 
Ciotcfdrius. has'Writtcn a fcparate treatife, Dc PrafcAo TJrbi*;*- 
and -thslt inany ctt'rious detaik colacerJkiAg' the police c»fRome and 
Qonftantinople :,are contained in ^ ioiyteenth book of the 
Theodofiaih^Code. ' " - 

(iio) Eunapiu* affirms, that the proconful of Afia was indc- 
|Jen*ent of thc'frscfccft; which nftiff, however j^ be Wudei^tood 
^•Hth fom^ allowance' :' 'the jurifcfi^fcion of the we-pncfcdt he inoff 
iflinrcdly'dirclaiin^d,, •lPanciroluvp.'i6i:. • • ' •'"- 
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diate ofEtce (iii). The place of Aupiftal^ 
prafeSl of Egypt, was no longer filled by a 
Roman knight ; but the name was retained ; 
and the extraordinary powers which the fitu- 
ation of the country, and the temper of the 
inhabitants, had once made indifpenfible, 
were ftill continued to the governor. The 
eleven remaining diocefes, of Afiana, Pontica, 
and Thrace ; of Macedonia, Dacia, and Pan- 
nonia or Weftem Illyricum ; of Italy and 
Africa ; of Gaul, Spam, and Britain ; were 
governed by twelve vicars^ oir vice-pr^eils 
(11 Oj whofe name fufficiently explains 
the nature and dependence of their office. 
It may be added, that the lieutenant-generals 
of the Roman armies, the military counts 
and dukes, who will be hereafter mentioned, 
were allowed the rank and title of Refpec" 
i iabk. 

As the fpirit of jealoufy and oftentationThego^cr- 
prevailed in the councils of the emperors, "•^^^^^ 
they proceeded with anxious diligence to di-'^ 
vide die fubftance and to multiply the titles of 
power. The vaft countries which the Roman 
conquerors had united under the fsuQ^efimple 
form of adminifiration, were imperceptibly 
crumbled into minute fragments ; till at 
length the whole empire was diftributed into 

(ni) The proconfnl of Africa had four hundred apparitors; and 
they all received large falarieSy either from the treafury or the 
proTince. *See Pancirol. p. 36, and Cod. Juftinian. 1. xii« 
tit. Ivi, Irii. 

(iia) In Italy there was likewife the Ficar of Rtne. It has 
been much difputed, whether his jurifdi^ion meafured one hundred 
milea from the city, or whether it ftretched over the ten fouthern 
jproviDces of Italy. 

Vol. m. E one 
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one hundred and fixteen provinces, each of 
which fupported an expennve and iplendid 
eftabliihiiaent. Of thefe, three were go- 
verned by frocanfuUj thirty-feven by canfit- 
larsy five by corredars^ and feventy-one by 
prejidents. The ajaj^ellations of thefe magif- 
trates were different; thev ranked in fuccef- 
five order, the enfigns of their dignity were 
curioufly varied, and their fituation, from 
accidental drcumfiances, might be more or 
lels agreeable, or advantageous. But they 
wereall(exceptineonly theproconfuls)alike in- 
cluded in the clals of honourable perfons ; and 
they were alike entrufted, during the [rfea- 
fure of the prince, Mid under the authority 
of the praefefts or their deputies, with, the 
adminiuration of juftice and the finance^^ 
their refpeftive diftricb. The ponderous vo- 
lumes' of the Codes and Pandeds C^'S) 
would fumiih ample materials for a minute 
inquiry into the fyftem of jMTovincial govern- 
ment, as in the fpace of fix centuries it was 
improved by the wifdom of the Roman fiatef- 
nien and lawyers. It may be fufficient for 
the hiftorian to felecl two fingular and falu^ 
tary provifions intended to reftrain the abufe' 
of authority, i. For the prefervation of 
peace and order, the governors of the pro- 
vinces were armed with the fword of juf- 
tice. They inflicted cmporal punifliments,, 
and they exercifed, in capital offences, the 

(113) Among the works of the celebrated Ulpian, there was oae 
in ten books, concemine the office of a proconful, whofe duties ia 
the moft eflential articles were the lame as thofe of an otdinanr 
goTcrnor of a province. 

power 
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power of* life and death. But they were not 
authorifed to indulge the condemned ciimi* 
nal with the choice of his pwn execution, or 
to pronounce a fentence of the mildeft and 
nioft honourable kind of exile. Thefe pre- 
rogatives were referved to the prxfefts, who 
alone could impofe the heavy fine of fifty 
pounds of gold : their vicegerents were con- 
fined to the trifling weight of a few ounces 
(114). This dilrniftion, which feems to 
grant the larger, while it denies the fmaller 
degree of aumority, was founded on a very 
rational motive. The fmaUer degree was in- 
finitely more liable to abufe. The pafiions o^ 
a provincial magiftrate nfiight frequently pro^ 
voke him into afts of opprcflion, which af-* 
feded only the freedom or the fortunes of 
the fubjedtj though, from a principal of 
prudence, perhaps of humanity, he mi^t 
ftill be terrified by the guilt of innocent bloods 
It may likewife be confidered, that exile, 
confiderable fines, or the choice of an eafy 
death, relate more particularly to the rich and 
the noble; and the perfons the moft expofedto 
the avarice or refemtment of a provincial ma- 
giftrate, were thus removed from his obfcure 
perfecution to the more auguft aqd impartial 
tribunal of the Praetorian praefedi. 2. As it 
was reafonably apprehended that the integrity 
of the judge might be biaffed, if his intereft 
was concerned, or his affe<5lio.ns were en^ 

(114) The prefidents, oi^ confulan, could impose only two 
ounces; the vxce-prxfeds, three; the proconfuls, count o^ the eaft, 
and pra&fea of Egypt, fix. See Heineccii ]^ur. CbnL tpm^ i. 
p. 75. Pandea:. 1. xlviiL tit. xiz. n« S. Cod. Tu(tinian. 1. L 
tit. Uwi kg. 4, 6. K . 

E2 gagjSl; 
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Mged; the fhrideft regulations were efta« 
blimed, to exclude any perfon, without the 
fpeclal difpenfation of the emperor, from the 
government of the province where he was 
bom (115); and to prohibit the governor or 
his fon from contraoing marriage with a na- 
tive or an inhabitant (n6); or from pur- 
chaiing flaves, lands, or houfes, within the 
extent of his jurifdiftion (117). Notwith- 
ftanding thefe rigox'ous precautions, the em* 
peror Conftantine, after a reign of twenty- 
five years, ftill deplores the venal and oppr^- 
five adminiftration of juftice, and exprefles 
the warmeft indignation that the audience of 
the judge, his difpatch of bufinefs, his fea- 
fonable delays, and his final fentence, were 
publicly fold, either by himfelf or by the offi- 
cers of his court. The Continuance, and per- 
haps the impunity, of thefe crimes, is atteued 
by the repetition of impotent laws, and inef- 
fe^al menaces (i i8). 

AB 



(1x5) Ut nuUi pa^rke fiue julminifiratio line fpeciali principis 
penniflu pennittatur. Cod. Juftiniao. 1, i. tit. xli. This law was 
firft ena&ed hj the emperor Matciis, after the rehelHon of Caifiiia 
(Dion. L had). The fame regulation is obferved in Chlna» with 
equal ilridnefsand with equal tSeSt, 

(116} Pandedfc. L xuii ti|. ii. n. 38, 57, 6$. 

{117) In }n^ continetur, oequis in adminiftratione conftitutus 
aliquid eompararec. Cod Theod. 1. viii. tit. xv leg i Thit 
maxim of common kw was enforced hy a ieries of edids (fee the 
remainder of the title) from Conftantine to Juftin. From thi» 
prohibttiont which is extended to the meancft officers of the gover« 
nor, they except only clones and proTifions The purchafe within 
£ye year« may be recovered; after which, on information^ it 
devolves to the treafury. 

(118) Cefient rapaces jam nunc offidaltnm manns; ceflent, in« 
qvam; nam fi monitl non ceflavennt» gladiis nneddentor, &c. 
Cod. Theod. 1. {. tit. vli. leg. i . Zeno c n a d cd, that all gover- 
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All the civil magiftratcs were drawn from^^^lJ*^* 
the profeflion of the law. The celebratedhw, 
InfHtutes of Juftinian are addrefled to thev^ 
youth of his dominions, who had devoted 
themfelves to the ftudy of Roman Jurifpru- 
dence ; and the fovereign condefcends to ani- 
mate their diligence, by the aflurance that 
their ikill and ability would in time be re- 
warded by an adequate ihare in the govern- 
ment of the repubhc (119). The rumments 
of this lucrative fcience were taught in all 
the confidcrable cities of the eaft and weft ; 
but the moft famous fchool was that of Be- 
rytus (120), onthecoaftof Phoenicia; which 
flourilhed above three centuries from the 
time of Alexander Severus, the author per- 
haps of an inftitution fo advantageous to his 
native country. After a regular courfe of 
education, wmch lafted five years, the ftu-\^ 
dents difperfed themfelves throueh the pro- 
vinces, in fearch of fortune ana honours ; 
nor could they want an inexhauftible fupply 
of bufinefs in a great empire, already coi^* 
rupted by the multiplicity of laws, of arts,^' 
and of vices. The court of the Praetorian 

nort flumld remaio in the proipiace» to anfNrer tay acculitio&t» 
fifty dayt after the opintioii of their power. Cod. Jnftiiuan. 1 ii. 
tit. zliz. Itg, 1* 

(lip) Sttmmi igitwr ope, et abcri ftndio hat leges noftraa accipi^ ; 
ct vousettpfoe fie emditoe oftendite, nt fpet votpnlcherrima fovcat; 
toto legitimo opere pttfedo, poile etiam noftraim rempubUcam In 
pardhut ejus vobia Cfedaidii g;ttbcniari. Jvftinian in proem, 
laftitiitioniim. 

(ifto) The fplendor of the fthool 6f Berrtut, which preferred 
in the eaft the famgoage and jurifpnidence of the Romansy may be 
computed to have lafted from the third to the middle of the fixth 
century. Hetnecc. Jvr. Rom. Hift. p. 351—356. 

prae- 
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prxfeft of the caft could alone fiirnifh em- 
ployment for one hundred and fifty advocates, 

. fixtypfour .of ^^om were diftinguiflied by 
peculiar privUeges, and two were annually 
.cliofen with, a falary of fixty. pounds of gold, 
to defend, the caufes of the treafury. The 
firft experiment was made of their judical 
talents, by appointing them to aft occafio- 
nally as affeJlors to the magiftrates; from 

. thence they were often raifed to prefide in 
the tribunals before which they had pleaded. 
They obtained the government of a province; 
and, by the aid of merit, of reputation, or 
of favour, they afcended, by fucceffive fteps, 
to the ilitd/irious dignities of the ftate (121). 

"^ It is dangerous to entruft the conduft of na- 

^ tions to men who have learned from their 

(y profeflion to confider reafon as the inftrument 

( 1 2 1 ) As in a former period I have traced the civil and military 
•promotion ot Pertinax, I {hall here infert the ciril honours of 
|bf aJliDs Theodorus. ' i . He was diftinguilhed by hta eloquence, 
\rhiie he pleaded aa an advocate iii the court of the Praetorian 
^rxfe<^. ». He governed one of the provinces of Africa either 
as prefident o^ cbnfular, and (ftTerved by his adminiftration, the 
honour of a brafs (Utiie. 3. He was appointed vicar or vice- 
"prxfcSt of Macedonia. ' 4. -Quaftor. 5. Count of the facred 
largefles. ' 6. Prse.torian praef^ of the Gauls; whilft he. might 
yet be repreiehted as a young man. 7. After a retreat, perhaps 
a difgrace of many years, which Mallius (confounded by tome 
critics' with the poet Manilius, fee Fabriciiis Bibliothec. JLatin 
•Edit. Erncrt. torn. i. c *iS, p. 501) employed in the ftudy of 
the Grecian philofophy, he was named Prsetorian prsefeift of Italy 
. Jh the year 397 . ' g. While Jie ftill exercifed that great office, he 
was created, in th* yiiar 399, cQiiful for the Weft; and his name, 
on account of the infamv of his colleague, the eunuch Butrppitis, 
often ftand* alone .ini^e Fafti.' 9. In the year 408, Mallius waa 
'appointed a fecond time Pnetorxan prasfed 6f Italy'. ISveti in the 
venal panegyric of Claudian, w< may difcdver thfe merit of 
Mallius Theodorus, who, by a rare felicity," ' was the intimate 
friend both of Symmachus and of St. Auguftin. Sec Tilkmon^ 
JHliil. des. Emp. torn, v; p. 1110— 1114.*^^ - -'•' '•■'" ' 

'•■■■• ■- • ' '■ ■ ■ ■ -* of 
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of difpute, and to interpret the laws accord- 
ing to the diftates of private interefi ; and the 
mifchief has been felt, even in coilntries 
where the practice of the bar may deferv6 to 
be confidered as a liberal occupation. But, 
in the degenerate ftate of Roman manners, 
the elevation of lawyers to the moft impor- 
tant offices of civil government, was preg- 
nant with mifchief and difhonour. The no- 
ble art, which had once been preferved as 
the facred inheritance of the patricians (122), \ 
was fallen into the hands of freed-men and 
plebeians, who, with cunning rather than {/ 
-with Ikill, exerdfed a fordid and pernicious 
trade. Some of them procured admittance / 
into families for the purpofe of fomenting 
differences, of encouraging fuits, and of pre- 
paring a harveft of gain for f hemfelves or their 
brethren. Others, reclufe in their chambers, 
maintained the gravity of legal profeffors, 
by fiirniihing a rich client with fubtleties to 
confound the plaineft truth, and with argu- 
ments to colour the moft unjuftifiable preten- 
fions. The fplendid and popular clafs was 
compofed of the advocates, who filled the 
Forum with the found of their turgid and 
loquacious rhetoric. Garelefs of fame and of 
juftice, they are defcribed, for the moft 
part, as ignorant and rapacious guides, who v.^--^ 
conduced their clients through a maze of 
expence, of delay, and of duappointment ; 
from whence, after a tedious feries of years, 

(tia) Maonertinus in Panegyr. vet. xi. ao. Aficrius apud 
Photium, p. Z500. 

they 



55 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

they were at length difiniffcd, when thdir pa-f 
tience and fortune were almofi exhauiled 1 23). 
The miK- ju. In the fyftem of policy introduced by 
uxjo «^A|iguft|is^ the governors, at leaft thofe of 
the Imperial provinces^ were invefted with 
the full powers of the foyereign himfelf. 
Minifters of peace and war, the diftribution 
of rewards and puniihments depended on 
them alone, and they fucceffively appeared 
on their tribunal in tne robes of civil magiP 
tracy, and in complete armour at the head 
of the Roman legions (124). The influence 
of the revenue, the authority of law, and 
the command of a military force, concurred 
to render their power iupreme and abfolute ; 
and whenever they were tempted to violate 
their allegiance, the loyal province '\^hich 
they involved in their rebellion, was fcarcely 
fenfible of any change in its political fiate. 
From the time of Commodus to the reign 
of Conftantine, near one hundred governors 
might be enumerated, who, with various 
fuccefs, erected the ftandard of revolt ; and 
though the innocent were too often {acra-^ 
ficed, the guilty might be fometim^ pre- 
Tented, by the fufpicious cruelty of their 

fias) The cnridus paffage irf Ammianus (I. zzz. c. 4), in whick 
ht paints the manners of con^emftarvy hwyers, abounds, accordio^ 
to the cnftom of that hiftorian, with found fenfe and falfe eloquence^ 
Godeirojr. (Prolegom, ad Cod. Theod. c. i. p. 185) juiltfieshia^ 
vehemence hy fevend imqiieftlooable fads. In the fourth century, 
many camels might have been ladeo with law-books, Sunaptus ia 
Vet. MdtB^ P* 73* 

(j%^) See a very fplendid example in the Life of Agricola, 
particularly c. zo, ai. The lieutenant of Britain was entrnfted 
with the fame powers which Cicero, proconful of Cilida, had 
tulxcikdin the name oj^ the fenatc and people. 

ma& 
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tnafter(i25). To fecure his throne and the 
public tranquillity from theie fbrniidable fer* 
vants, Coimahtine refolved to divide the mi* 
lltary from the civil adminifiration ; and to 
cftabliih, as a permanent and profeffional dif- 
tindtion, a praOicc which had been adopted 
only as an occafional expedient. The fu- 
preme juii£didion exercifol by the Praetorian 
pncfefti over the armies of the empire, was 
transferred to the two mqfters general whom 
he infHtuted, the one for the cavalry^ the other 
for the infaniry ; and though each of thefe, 
illujiriws officers was more peculiarly refpon« 
fible for the difcipline of thofe troops which 
were under his immediate infpedion, they 
both indifferently commanded in the field 
the feveral bodies, whether of horfe or foot, 
which were united in the fame army ^126;. 
Their number was foon doubled by Uie di- 
vifion of the eaft and weft ; and as feparate 
generals of the fame rank and tide were ap- 
pointed on the four important frontiers of 
the Rhine, of the Upper and Lower Danube, 
and of the Euphrates, the defence of the 
Roman Empire was at length committed to 
. dght mafters general of the cavalry and in« 
fantry. Under their orders, thirty-five mi- 
litary commanders were ilationed in the pro- 

{11$) The A^be Dubot, who has examhied with accuncy (fee 
HuL de la Monarclue Fran9otfe, torn. i. p. 41— -xoo, edit. 174^) 
the inftittttiont of Auguftus and of Conftantine, obfcnrcs, that if 
Otho had been put to death the day before he etecuted his confpi* 
nqr» Otho would now appear in hiftory as innocent as Corbido. 

(fa6) Zofimus, L ti. p. xxo. Before the end of the reign of 
Conftanthis, the wutgifitl mUittm were already increafed to four* 
$ee Vs^ns ad Amxman. L xvi. c. 7. 

vincesj 
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vinces; three in Britain, fix in Gaul, one in 
Spain, one in Italy, five on the Upper, and 
four on the Lower Danube; in Ana eight, 
three in Egypt, and four in Africa. The 
tides of counts f and dukes (i^'y), by which 
they were properly difHnguifhed, have ob- 
tained in modefn languages fo very different 
a fenfe, that the ufe of them may occafion 
ibme furprife. But it fhould be recoUefted, 
that the fecond of thefe appellations is only a 
corruption of the Latin word, which was in- 
difcriminately applied to any military chief* 
All thefe provincial generals were therefore 
. dukes ; but no more than ten among them 
were dignified with the rank o£ counts or com- 
panions, a title of honour, or rather of favour, 
which had been recently invented in the 
court of Conftantine. A gold belt was the 
enfign which diftinguiflied the office of the 
counts and dukes ; and befides their pay, they 
received a liberal allowance fufficieht to main- 
tain one hundred and ninety fervants, and 
one hundred and fifty-eight horfes. They 
' were ftricUy prohibited from interfering in 

any matter which related to the adminSra- 
tion of juftice or the revenue ; but the com- 
mand which they exercifed over the troops 
of their department, was independent of 
the authority of the magiftrates. About the 
fame time that Cdnftantme gave a legal £mc- 

(147) Though the mHitary connts and dukes are frequently 
mentioned, both iii hiftory and the codes, we mufl have recourfc 
to the Notiti^ for.the.exaA kxfowledgeof their nmxxber and ftations. 
For the inftitution, rank, privileges, &c. of the counts in general, 
fee Cod. Theod. 1. vi. tit. xii — zx. with the Commentary of 
Godcfiroy. 

tion 
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tion, to the ecclefiaftical order, he inftituted 
in the Roman empire the nice balance of the 
civil and the military powers. The emula- 
tion, and fometimes the difcord, which reigned 
between two profeffions of oppofite interefts 
and incompatible manners, was produ6tive of 
beneficial and of pernicious confequences. It 
was feldom to be expelled that the general 
and the civil governor of a province fhould 
either confpire for the difturbance, or ihould 
unite for the fervice^ of their country. 
While the one delayed to oflFer the afiifiance 
which the other difdained to folicit, the troops 
very frequently remained without orders or 
without fupplies ; the public fafety was be- 
trayed, and the defencelefs fubje6ts were left 
expofed to the fury of the Barbarians. The di- 
vided adminiftration, which had been formed 
by Conflantine, relaxed the vigour of the 
ftate, while it fecured the tranquillity of the 
monarch. 

The memory of Conftantine has been de-^jftin^^ 
fervedly cerifured for another innovationofthc 
which corrupted military difcipline, and p:e-*~®P^ 
pared the ruin of the empire. The nine- 
teen .years, which preceded his final viftory 
over Licinius, had been a period oflicenfe 
and intefline war. The rivals who contended 
for the poifeffion of the Roman World, had 
withdrawn the greateft part of their forces 
from the guard of the general frontier; and 
the principal cities whidi formed the boun- 
dary, pf their refpeftive- dominions were filled 
with foldiers, who confidered their country- 
men as their moft implacable eneihies. After 

th^ 
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the life of thefe internal garrifons had ceafed 
with the civil war, the conqueror wanted 
either wifdom or firmnefs to revive the fevcre 
difdpline of Diocletian, and to fupprefs a 
fatal indulgence, which habit had endeared 
and 2imxA confirmed to the military order. 
From the reign of Conftantine a popular and 
even legal diftindion was admitted between the 
Palatines (128) and the Borderers; the troops 
of the court, as they were improperly ftiled, 
and the troops of the frontier. The former, 
devated by the fuperiority of their pay and 
privileges, were permitted, except in the ex- 
traordinary emergencies of war, to occupy 
their tranquil ftations in the heart of the pro- 
vinces. The moft flourilhing cities were op- 
preffed by the intoUerable weight of quarters. 
The foldiers infenfibly forgot the virtues of 
their profeffion, and contrafted only the vices 
of civil life. They were either degraded by 
th6 induftry of mechanic trades, or enervated 
by the luxury of baths and theatres. They 
foon became carelefs of their martial exercifes, 
curious in their diet and apparel; and while 
they infpired terror to the fubiefts of the 
empire, they trembled at the hoftile approadi 
of the Barbarians (1 29). The chain of forti- 

(xftS) Zofimtit, 1. iL p. III. The diftin&ion between the two 
da^et of Roman troops is very darkly exprefled an the hiftorians» 
the laws and the Notitia. Confult, however, the coplom ^raiitUm 
or. abftra^, which Godefroy has. drawn up of the feventh bo«k« 
de Re Militari, of the Theodofian pode, L vii. tit. i. leg. |8. 
L>. viii. tit', i. leg. 16; - ' 

' (119) Feroz erat in fuos mjJes et rapaz, ignavus vero in hofles 
et fraduf y Ammlan. 1. Ictii.' €. 4. He obferves that they loved 
. downy Vedi and hoiifes of marble; and that their cups were 
heavier thj^n their fw6rds. 

fications 
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Editions which Diocletian and his colleagues 
had extended along the banks of the great 
rivers, was no longer maintained with the 
£une care, or defended with the fame vigi-^ 
lance. The numbers which fUU remained im« 
der the name of the troops of the frontier* 
might be fufficient for the ordinary defence. 
But their fpirit was degraded by the humili- 
ating reflexion, that they who were expofed 
to t£e hardfliips and dangers of a perpetual 
warfare, were rewarded only with about two 
thirds of the pay and emoluments which 
were laviflicd on the troops of the court. 
Even the bands or legions that were raifed 
the neareft to the level of thofe unworthy fa- 
vourites, were in fome meafure difgraced by 
the title of honour which they were allowed 
to sdTume. It was in vain that Conftantine 
repeated the moft dreadful menaces of fire 
and fword againft the Borderers who fhould 
dare to defert their colours, to connive at 
the inroads of the Barbarians, or to partici- 
pate in the fpoil (130). The mifchiefs which 
flow from injudicious counfels are feldom re- 
moved by the application of partial feverities: 
and though fucceeding princes laboured to 
reftpre the ftrength and numbers of the fron- 
tief ganifons, the empire, till the lail moment 
of its difiblution, continued to langmih un* 
der the mortal wound which had been fo 

(230) Cod. Tkeod. 1. Tii. tit. i. leg. X. tit. xii. U%. t. See 
HoweU't Hift. of the World, YoL ii. p. 19. That learned hlftorian, 
who is not fufflcicntly known, 4abottrl to juftify the charadfcer and 
Mliqr of Conibuitine. 

^ ralhly 
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raihly or fo weakly infli&ed by the hands of 
Conftantine. 
Eednaion The fame timid policy, of dividing what- 
ef the legi-ever is miited, of reducing whatever is emi- 
**** nent, oF dreading every aftive power, and 
of expefting that the moft feeble will prove 
the moft obedient, feems to pervade the 
inftitutions of feveral princes, and particu- 
lariy thofe of Confiantine. The martial pride 
of the legions, whofe victorious camps had 
fo often been the fcene of rebellion, was 
nourifhed by the memory of their paft exjdoits, 
and the coiiicioufnefs of their a£hial ftrength. 
As long as they maintained their ancient efta- 
Uiihment of fix thoufand men, they fubfifted, 
under the reign of Diocletian, each of them 
fibgly, a vifible and important objeft ia the 
miliury hiftory of the Roman empire. A 
few years afterwards, thefe gigantic bodies 
were flitunk to a very diminutive fize ; and 
when /even legions, with fome auxiUaries, 
defended the city of Amida againft the Per- 
£ans, the total garrifon, with pfie inhabitants 
ofbotfafexes^ and the peafahts of the deferted 
country, did not exceed the number of 
twenty thoufand perfons (131). From this 
faft, aftd from fimilar examples, there is rea- 
fon to believe, diat the conftitution of the 
legionary troops, to which they pardy owed 
their valour and difcipline, -was'diffolved by 
Conftantine; and that the bands of Roman 
infantry, which ftill affumed the fame names 

(131) Animian. L xix. c. %. He obferves, (c. 5) that the 
ddperate Tallies of two Gallic legiong were like an handfuf of 
*-■ wiker throws on a great conflagration. 

and 
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and the fame hoaours, coniifted only of one 
thoufaud or fifteen hundred men (132)* The 
confpiracy of £0 many feparate detachments^ 
each of which was awed by the fenfe of its 
ownweakneis, could eafily be checked; and 
the fucceiTors of Conftantine might indulge 
their love of oftentation^ by iuuing theu* 
orders to one hundred and thirty-two legions^ 
infcribed on the mufter-roll of their numerous 
armies. The remainder of their troops was 
diftributed into feveral hundred cohorts of 
infantry, and fquadrons of cavalry. Their 
arms, and titles, and enfigns, were calculated 
to infpire terror, and to difplay the variety 
of nations who marched under the Imperial 
fiandard And not a veftige was left of that 
fevere iimpHcity, which, in the ages of free- 
dom and vidory, had diftinguiihed the line 
of battle of a Roman army fronii the confiifed 
hoft of an Aiiatic monarch (133). Armore 
particular enumeration, drawn from the 
Notitiay might exercife the diligence of an 
antiquary; but the hiftorian will content 
faimfelf with obferving, that the number of 
permanent fiations or garrifons eftabliihed on 
the frontiers of the empire, amounted to five 
hundred and eighty-three; and that, under 

( 1 3a) Pancirolus ad Notitiam, p. 96. Memories de TAcademie 
des Infcriptions, torn. zxy. p. 49 1 . 

(133) Romana acies unius prope formac crat et hominnm et 
aimomin genere. — ^Regia ades varia magis multis gentibus 
diflimilitudme armorum aoxilionunque erat. T. Liv. 1 xxxvii. 
c* 39* 40* Flaminius, even before the event, had compared the 
army of Antiochus to a fupper, in which the fleih of one vile 
animal was diverfified by the ikill of the cooks. See the life of 
Flaminins m Plutarch. 

the 
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the fucceifors of ConftantinCy the complete' 
force of the military eftablilhment was com* 
puted at fix hundred and forty^five thoufand 
foldiers (134)* An effort fo prodigious fur^ 
paffed the wants of a more ancient^ and the 
faculties of a later, period 
irf kWtt^ In the various ftates of fociety, armies arc 
recruited from very different motives. Bar- 
barians are urged by the love of war; the 
citizens of a ^ree republic may be prompted 
by a principle of duty; the fubjefts, or at 
Icaft tne nobles of a monarchy, are animated 
by a fentiment of honour ; but the timid andlux* 
urious inhabitants of a declining empire, muft 
be allured into the ferviceby the hopes of profit, 
or compelled by the dread of punimment. The 
refources of the Roman treafury were ex- 
haufted by the cncreafe of pay, by the repe- 
tition of donatives, and by the invention of 
new emoluments and indulgences, which, in 
the opinion of the provincial youth, might 
compenfate the hardihips and dangers of a 
military life. Yet, although the feature was 
lowered (135), aldiough flaves, at leaft by a 
tacit connivance, were indifcrin[iinately re- 
ceived into the ranks, the infurmountable 
difficulty of procuring a regular and adequate 
fupply of volunteers, obliged the emperors 
to adopt more effeAual and coercive methods. 
The lands beftowed on the veterans, as the 

(134) AgathiM, 1. V. p. 157. edit. Louvre. 

(135) Valentinian (Cod. Theodof. 1. vli. tit. xiii. leg. 3) fixes 
the ftandard at five feet feven inches, about five feet four inches 
and a half Engliih meafure. It had formerly been five feet ten 
inches, and in the beft corps fix Roman feet. Scd tunc erat am* 
pUor muhitndo, dc plures fequebantur militiam armatam. Vcgetiua 
de Re MUitari, 1. i. c, S' 

free 
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free reward of their valour, were hcncefor-, 
wards granted under a condition, which con- 
tains the firft rudiments of the feudal tenures ; 
that their fons, who fucceeded to< the in- 
heritance, fliould devote themfelves to the 
profeffion of arms, as loon as they attained 
the age of manhood ; and their cowardly re- 
fiifal was puniihed by the lofs of honour, of 
fortune, or even of life (136). But as the 
annual growth of the fons of the veterans 
bore a very fmall proportion to the demands 
of the fervice, levies of men were frequently 
required from the provinces, and every pro- 
prietor was obliged either to take up arms, 
or to procure a mbftitute, or to purchafe his 
exemption by the payment of a heavy fine. 
The fum of forty-two pieces of gold, to 
which it was reduced j afcertains the exhorbi- 
tant price of volunteers, and the reludance 
with which the government admitted of this 
alternative (137). Such was the horror for 
the profeffion of a foldier, which had afFefted 
the minds of the degenerate Romans, that 
many of the youth of Italy, and the pro- 
vinces, chofeto cut oflf the fingers of their right 
hand to efcapc from being preffed into the 

(136) See tke two titles, Dc Vetcranis, and Dc Filiis Vetera- 
Borum, in the feventh book of the Theodofian Code. The age at 
which their military ferrice was required, varied from twenty-five 
to (ixteen. If the fons of the veterans appeared with a horfe, they \ 
had a right to ferve in the cavalry ; two horfes gave them fomc 
valuable privileges. 

(137) Cod. Theod. 1. vii. tit. xiii. leg. 7. According to the 
hiftorian Socrates (fee Godefroy ad loc), the fame emperor Valens 
fometimes required eighty pieces of gold for a recruit. In the 
following law it is faintly exprefled, that flaves (hall not be admitted 
inter opting as lediflimorum militum turmas. 

Vol. hi. F fervice ; 
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feiiv«»;i ahd'' this, ftrangcfi ekpddiehr \^s ft? 

animatfcoei^Offr of (33^* 14«^< t3«|), ali*i ^ 

cuIeii? ii?.n«f ifrtJfig' Latin' hn^rfgfe(i 39)! - 

Encreafcof TJhtf ' irttToiftaaidft cjf BarftaiStrii iitto the* 

M^mari« Koman: armies teedawic every day m<5i*e? liHU- 

aiixi lancs. ^^^j.^ ^^^^^ neceflkfy,. andf mwe feta!. Th# 

riioft daring rf the Sdydihhs, of^die^ GfbthiSv 
and^of ther Gei^marts, who delighted irf War, 
and who fodftd it ihore pfofitable tt> dfeSfend* 
than m ravaot' die provinces; wtt-^ eiii-^'di 
not only in tte auxiliaries of theii* relpdStive 
nation^,' but in the legions themfelves, ati<l 
among the moft diftin'guilhed of the Palatine- 
trobps;. Ar th^ freely mingled with the ^Ik 
j.jftsof theempire, they gradually learned to 
dofpife their manners; and to imitate their 
arts. They abjured the implicit reverence 
which tiae pride of Rome had e:«3idted from 
their ignorance, whfli^ they acquired the 
knowledge and poffcflion of thofe advantages 

(138) The pcrfon and property of a Roman knight, D^hft h»d 
mutilated his two fons, were fold at public audlion by the order of 
A\iguftu8. (Sueton. ih Auguft. c. 27). The moderation of that* 
artful ufurper {)i^ve», that this example of fcverity was jaftified by 
the fpirit of the times. Ammianus makes a difiindlion between 
the efFeminate Italians and the hardy Gauls. (L. xv. c. la). Yet 
only fifteen years afterwards, Valentinian, in a law addrefled to 
the priefed of Gaul, is obliged to cnad, thatthefe cowtfrdly defertets 
ihall be burnt alive. (Cod. Theod. 1. vii. tit. xiii. teg. 5). Their 
numbers in Illyricum were fo coniiderable, that the province com- 
plained of a fcardty of recruits (Id. leg. 10). * 

(139) They wtre called JUurd, MureUui is found in Plautns 
and Fefltts, to denote a lazy and cowardly perfon', who, accord- 
ing to Amobius and Auguilin, was under the immedhte protedion 
of thegoddefs Murcia, J^rom thisr parti<!ular inftance of olwardice, 
murtare is ui'cd as fynonlmous to mutilare^ by the writers of the 
middle Latinity. See Liudcnbrogius, and Valeiius ad Ammian. 
Marcellin. 1. xv. c. X2. 

by 
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bjr wkteh aloncf ihe ibppwted her dedkins^ 
gmtri^fs. Tkei barbarism foldiers whtf di^ 
jdoyed axfy fiiMitary talents, were advanced, 
w{tboi^ ect^pdon, to the mod important 
cmmnandb ;' and the names of the tribunes, 
of tthdciotme^ and dntk^s, and of the genefals 
tiieasfd^ds, hcmtj a foreign origin, which 
tb^Y txs^ foffg^ condefcended to difguife. 
TAaif wsfe often entrufted with the conduft 
o£ a War agsinft their countrymen; and 
tkmgH moft <rf theiti preferred the ties of 
aft^XQKice €0 e!ft>fe df Moody thev did not 
always? a^^i* the guilt,^ or at leaft the fnfjH- 
cisinv ^£ hc^^ig a-ti^^onable correfpcmdence 
with the enemy, of invidnghis invafion, or 
of fparing his retreat. The camps, and the 
p^^sce of the fotf of Cdnftantine, were go- 
ven^dby the pi^werfiil h/&k>n of the Franks, 
Wte prefepwd tiie ftridfceft connexion with 
ea^eh^Mft^r^ tod with their counti^, and who 
rdeneed^e^rf perfdnal affiront as a national 
inxKgiiity (f4dV When the? tyrant Caligula 
was^fn^ded of Jtn intention! to inveft ^ very 
e&traeM^inary cam^ate with the conflilar 
robes,, the fa^Ugious pfofansttion Would 
hawrfcarcely ^sscited lefs aftomfltthent, if, in* 
ftearf of a horfo, the noblefr chieftain of Ger- 
many ($ir Bt&aiA liTid been the obje<^ of his 
chfoice; The ifCWlution of thrte ccttturies 
Ikk(. produced fo remarkable a change in the 
prejudices of the people, that, with the pub- 
Ik approbaticto, Gonftantine fliewed his fuc- 

(140); Maaaiiehui«-^^MMt{« Fraxick qUoHiai ea te'nipeftatc iii 
ptlatio midtinidtf flfft-tfbat, ef^ii» jalti lo^batiir' tumiiltuabatur- 
i^dt: Aminian. h xv; c. 5. 

F 2 ' ceffor^ 
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ce0brs the example of beftowing the honours 
of th^confijlfhip on the Barbarians, who, by 
thrir merit and fervices, h*d dcferved to be 
ranked asnong the firft.of the Romans (141)^, 
But a$ thefe hardy veterans, who had been 
feducated ii^ the ignorance or contempt of the 
laws, were incapable of exercifing any civil 
offices^ the, powers of the . hupian mind were 
cpntrapled.^by the irreconcileable feparatioti 
of talents as well as of profeflions. The ac- 
c§snpli£hed citizens of th^.;Qreek and Ro- 
naan iiepnblics, whofe cha^nEttrs could adapt : 
themfeiyds tp thc; bar,, thf^fen^tt^ the camp, 
or theichools,,.had learned to write, to fpeak, 
and to aflt widi the feme fpirit, and with 
' equal abilities.. . , 
Seven rai- ,IV. ]icfyl6s the magiftrates and genoials^ 
dic*^"ii^c. ^^^^ ^*^^ diftance from the court difiu&d their 
* delegated authority over the provinces and 
armies, the emperor cjonferred the rank of 
li/u/iriof^s on feven of his more immediate fer-* 
van ts, to whpfe fidelity he entrufted his fafety, 
or his i^ounfels, or his treafures^ i. The pri- 
vate appjprtnients of the palace were governed 
by a favourite eunuch,, ^ho, in the language 
Uiecham-of that ag^ was ftyled the /n^g^/«f or pnc- 
icrhiin. £^^ ^£ ^^ facred bed^amber. His duty 
was to attend the emperor in his hours of 
ftate, oran thoi[e of amufement, and to per- 
form about hisperfon all thofe menial fer^ 

(141) Barbaros omnium primus^ ad ufque fafces atdcerat et irabea^ 
confularcs. Ammian. 1. xl. c. lo Eufebius (in Vit. Oonftantin. 
1. iv. c. ;r.) and Aurclius-Vidpr, fcem to confirm the truth of 
this aflcrtion; yet in the thirty-two confuUrFafti of the reign of 
Cionibntine, I cannot difcoyer. the name of a ithgle Barbarian, i 
fhould therefore interpret the liberality of that prince, as rebtive 
to the ornaments; rather tha^ to the. office, of the confuUhip. 

vices, 
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vices, which can only derive their fplcndor 
from the influence of royalty. Under a 
prince who deferved to reign, thd great cham- 
t)erlain (for fuch we may Call him ) was an ufefiil 
and humble domeftic; but an art/ul domef- 
tic, who improves every occafion of unguarded 
confidence, will infenfibly acquire over a fee- 
ble mind that afcendant which harfli Wifdom 
and uncomplied virtue can feldom obtain. 
The degenerate gfandfons of Theodofius, who 
were invifibjo to their fubjefts, and contemp- . 
tible to their enemies, exalted the prxfeds of 
their bed-chaniber above the heads of all the 
minifters of the palace (14^2); and even his 
jdeputy, the firft of the fplcndid triin of flaves 
who waited in the prefence, was thought 
worthy to rank before the refpedable procon- 
fuls of Greece or Afia. The jtirifdiftion of 
the chamberlain was acknowledged' by the 
counts J or fuperintendents, who regulated the 
two important provinces, of the magnificence 
of the wardrobe, and of the luxury of the 
Imperial table (i43). 2. The principal admi-Thcmaf- 
niftration of pubhc affairs was committed tOoffic«!^*^ 
the diligence and abilities of the niajier of the 
offices (144). He was the fupreme magiurate 

of 

(142) Cod. Theod. L vi. tit. 8. 

(143) By a ▼cry fingular metaphor, borrowed froin the military 
duuraSer of the firft emperors, the fteward of their houfehold was 
ftyled the count of their camp (comes caftreniis}. Ca^iodorius very 
Imoufly reprefents to him, that his own fame, and that of the 
empire, muft depend on the opinion which foreign ambafiadors 
may conceive of the plenty and magnificence of the royal tabic* 
(Variar. L vi. epiftol. 9). 

(144) Gutherius(deOfficiiBDom{isAnguftaB, 1. ii. c. 20, 1. iii) has 
yery accurately en>lained the fiu^ions of the mailer of the offices, and 
the conftitution of hit fubordinate/^WnM. But he vainly attempts, on 

the 
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of tlic palace, infpeftcd the <iifcq)Unc of the 
civil and military Ar^oo/r, and jeccdved appeals 
from all parts of the empire ; in the <caufes 
which related to that numerous army of pri^ 
vilcged perfons, who, as the fervante of the 
court, had obtained, for themfelves andfa- 
jnilies, a right to decline the authority pf the 
ordinary judges. The correfpojidence hetw^m 
the prince and his fuWecls was managed by 
the ioxxxfcrinia^ or offices of this minifter of 
ftate. The firft was appropriated to memo- 
rials, the fecond to epiflJes, the third to peti- 
tions, and the foiu*th to papers and orders of 
a mifcellaneous Jdnd. Each of thefe was di- 
reded by an inferior majler of reffeSlahk dig- 
nity, and the whole bufinefs was diJ^atched 
bv an hundred and forty-ei^^ fecretaxies^ 
chofen for the moft part froin the profeflioja 
of the law, on Account of the variety of ^'- 
ftrafts of reports and referrences which fre- 
quently^ occurred in theexercife jof tlxeirfe^ 
veral ftmclions. From a condefcenfion, which 
in foriiier ages would have been efteemei 
unworthy of the Roman m^eily^ ap.articu- 
lar fecretary was allowed iw the Greek lan- 
^a^c ; and interpreters were aM)ojnted 4o 
receive the ambanadors* of the Barbarians : 
but the department of foreign afiairs, which 
conftitutes fo effential a part cjf i»c^rni>^py> 
feldom diverted the at:te»tio» i^ the rrvavfter 
of the offices. His mind wass mpre ferio^^ 
engaged by the general direflion ,piF the pplG^ 

the irioft dotrt)tfd" aufhwity, to deduce frqin the finjc rif .tbe 
Antonines, or even of Nero, the origin ctf a niagiftricte wfie 
«iUinQt be found io b&ftfirfMwcibereifo sA CSpuftiirtmr. 

»nd 



thii;^t7fo^r cities, fift^n in-..tj[i&^^afi, <^xid nine- 
teepinthie.wd^, in ^hich r^gpu|ar^€on}papi^8 
,of JWQKkTOcn were pcjfpetBalVy fcpjployed in 
^bricatii^g jdefeniive armq>u:» .c^joilvi; :We^. 
poqs vof 4|liibrtsi, land miliUry eagipe$, !which 
were d^o^d in the arlenals, and occaii- 
onally d^|iv/ered rfor>the ierviGe-^the troops. 
3. In.the courie of ^ine centuries, the pfliccT^jj^ 
of quajhr had vexp^rienced a very Angular ftor. 
xevolution. In the infancy of Rom^, two 
ipfei^or 4pagiih:ates were annually ele£k;ed by 
tjie people, to relieve the confuls from thic 
linvidious management of the public treafure 
(145); a fioiilar affiftant was granted to every 
proconful, and to every praetor, who exer- 
cifed a military or provincial command ; with 
the extent of conqeft, the two quacfiors were 
gradually multiplied to the number of four, 
of eight, of twenty, and, for a fliort time, 
sperbapst, of forty (146); and the nobleft ci- 
tizens ambitioufly folicited an office which 
g^ve them a feat in the fenate, and ajuft 
hope of obtaining the honours of the repub- 
lic. Whilft Auguftus affeded to maintain 
the 'freedom of election, he confcnted to ac- 
cept the annual privilege of recommending, 

(r45) Tacitus (Annal. 3U, vt\ fays, that the firft quaeftorswere 
clcffted by the people, fixty-four years after tKe foundation of the 
republic; but he ib of opinion, that they had, long Itefore that 
period, been annually appointed by the confuls, and even by the 
kings. But this obfcure point of antiquity is contefted by other 
writers. 

(146) Tacitus (Annal. xi %%) feems to confider twenty as the 
higheft number of quxftors ; and Dion (1. xliii. p. .174) infinuttes, 
that if the dldator Cxfar once created forty, it was only to facilitate 
the payment of an immeiife debt of gratitude. Yet the augmenta- 
tion which he made of pf actors- fubfifted under the facceeding reigns, 

or 
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or rather indeed of nominating, a certain 
proportion of candidates ; and it was hig 
cuftom to feleft one of thofe diftinguiihed 
•youths, to read his Orations or epiiUesin the 
affemblies of thefenate (147). The prafticc of 
Auguftus was imitated by fucceeding princes; 
the occafional commiffion was eftablifhed 
as a permanent office ; and the favoured quaef- 
tor, affuming a new and more illuftrious cha- 
rafter, alone furvived the fuppreffion of his 
ancient and ufelefs colleagues (148), As the 
orations, which he compofed in the name of" 
the emperor (149), acquired the force, and, 
at length, the form of abfolute edifts, he 
was confidered as the reprefentative of the 
legiflative power, the oracle of the' council, 

(147) Sueton. in Auguft. c. 6^, and Torrent, ad loc. Dion, 
Caf. p. 755. 

(148) The youth and inexperience of the quaeftors, who entered 
on that important office in their twenty-fifth year (Lipf. ExcurC 
ad Tacit. 1. iii. B.), engaged Auguftus to remove them from the 
management of the tjrcafury; and though they were reftored hy 
Claudiusi they feem to have been finally difmiifedhy Nero. (Tacit, 
Annal. xxii. 29 . Sueton. in Aiig. c. 36, in Claud, c. 24. 
Dion. p. d^d^ 961^ &c. Plin. Epiftol. x. 20, & alib.) In the 
proviiices of the Imperial divifion, the plac^ of the quasftors was 
toore ably fupplied by the procurators (Dion. Caf. p. 707, Tacit, 
jn Vit. Agricol. c. 15); or, as they were afterwards called, 
rationales. (Hift. Augtift, p. 130). But in the provinces of the 
fenate we may ftill dif cover a feries of quxftbrs till the reign of 
Marcus Antoninus (See the Infcriptions of Gruter, the £piiUes of 
Pliny, and a dccifive fact in the Auguftan hiftpry, p. 64). From 
yipian we may Icarn, (Panded, 1. i. tit. 13) that under the 
government of the houle of Scvcrus, their provincial adniiniftratioa 
was abolifhed;' and in the fubfequent troubles, the aqnual of 
triennial elcdions of qusflors muft have naturally ceafed. 

(149) Cum patris nomine & epiOolas ipfe ditSlaret, & edi^ 
confcribcrct, orationcfquc in fenatii recitaret, etiam quxftons vice. 
Sueton. in Tit. c. 6. The office miift ^ave acquired new dignity, 
which was occafionally executed by the heir apparept of the empire^ 
Trajan ciitnifted the fume care to Hadrian his quaejlpr and coufiiL 
See Dcdwell Pralcdlion Cambdcn. x, xii. p. 362—3^4. '' 

and 
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and the original fource of the civil jurifpru- 
dence. He was fometimes invited to take 
his feat in the fupreme judicature of the Im- 
perial confiftory, with the Pnetorian pncfeds, 
and the mafter of the offices ; and he was fre- 
quently requefted to refolve the doubts of in- 
ferior judges : but as he was not opprefied 
with a variety of fubordinate bufinefs, his 
leiAire and talents were employed to culti- 
vate that dignified ftyle of eloquence, which, 
in the corruption of tafte and language, ftill 
preferves the majefty of the Roman laws ( 1 50), 
In fome refpeas, the office of the Imperial 
quaeftor may be compared with that of a mo- 
dern chancellor ; but the ufe of a great feal, 
which feems to have been adopted by the il- 
literate Barbarians, was never introduced to 
atteft the public afts of the emperors. 4. The The public 
extraordinary tftle of count of the f acred lar-^^^^^- 
geffesy was beftbwed on the treafurer-general 
of the revenue, with the intention perhaps 
of inculcating, that every payment flowed 
from the voluntary bounty or the monarch. 
To conceive the aJmoft infinite detail of the 
annual and daily expence of the civil and mi- 
litary adminiftration in every part of a great 
empire, would exceed the powers of the moft 
•vigorous imagination. The aftual account 
employed feveral hundred perfons, diftri- 
buted into eleven different offices, which 
were artfully contrived to examine and con- 

(150) T erns edida datiinis; 

Supplicibus refponfa. — Oracula regis 

Eloquio crevere tuo ; nee dignius unquam 

Majeftas^meminit fefe Romana locutam. 
Ciaudian in Confulat. Mall. Theodor. 33. Secllkcwife Symtoftchos 
{Epiftpl, i. 17) And Caffibd9riu8(yanar ▼1.5) 

troul 
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troul thcar re^c^ye qperation*^ Thje ^ul- 
)titude ;of ^fe agex^ts j^ad a natural teiu|enqy 
.to ^acre^e ; .and it w^g more than ,once 
thop^i^ht expedient to difmifs to th<ur native' 
;hpnPLes, t]|ic ufelefe foperm^m^r^ies^ whp,.dp- 
jc^tipg their honefl labours, ^ad rprqiTe^ t^^ith 
fioo jxkuch ,eagemefs into thejlugrative profef- 
^n tpf the ;finances ( 1 51 ). Twenty nine pro* 
li^inQaJ jrcceiv^crs, of wjiQip eighteen yrere 
honp;V^red ^with the title of coun^, con^ef- 
j)€^ded with the tP^aiiVirer; ^nd heispcteqded 
his jvyildiSipn over ^the miiv<^ from when€e 
the -prjecious petals -were extra<5^^d, over tjhsc 
min^, in which they were convarted ifttp 
the current Qoin, and over the :puhKc tr^- 
iuriQs of the moft important cities, where 
they yvj^Vfi d^pofited for the fervicp ^qf ^thc 
ftate. The foreign ti:ade of the ,enipire ws^ 
jj^^ated by this minifter, who direfted Jifee- 
vwe ,aU the linen and woollen m^nufadures^ 
rin w^ichithc fuccefjSiye oper^tion^ of ipinnin^ 
fweaying^ 9Ad dying were executed, chiefly 
Jjy rwom^n pf a fervile condition, /or the ufe 
jphth^ p^ibpe 'WLd army. Twenty-fix of jthefe 
jiP^to^ona^ti^enumeFated in the weft, \(^hej?e 
^ihe >arts hfkd jbeen more recently Ai^trocbiqed^ 
fun^Si ftill ljgrgp?r.prQpoition qaay be ^owed iwr 
4hfi 4^u4uiftriaus piovinee^ of the eaft (152). 
Tbeprivatc^. ^B^fides t^e .public ^revenue, which an ab- 
trc urcr. ^^^^ 11101133^^^ dEui^t Icvy and expend ac- 

(151) Cod. Thcod. 1. vi. tit. 30. Cod Juftinian. I. xii. th. 24. 

(15a; In the depai;tinent3 of the two counts of the treafuiy, sthe 
eaftern part of the Notitia happens to be vcry-dcfcAiye. It m^y be 
obfcrved, that we had a .trcMui^X'Cheii^ in Lopdop, and ja.gyneccium 
or manufaAure at Winchefter. .ButBritain was not thought worthy 
<;ither.of .a>mint or -of an arienal. ..Gaul alone ppflelTed t^e of th« 
former, and eight of the letter. 

cording 



cording tp)iis pleafpr^, (he ^mp^c»:t9 in.tb^ 

capacity of opulmt dtix^pWp pftftelfed a vtrf 

e;s:tenfive prpperty, wkick W»» suixmxuftp¥# 

by the xou^tj or trtsiSxrpr ^ ihe friv^fe ^fiffi. 

Some part had perJtaps JjpW fU^ A»«cnt dp- 

mefhes of kings and repybUcs; fome ap^ 

fions might be ^rjived froi^ tK^ if^^mUie^ w}iidl|t 

were fiiccdSively invefted with the pw^^ 

but the moft coniiderable ppi^ipn flowed ^09 

the impure iburce pf cQQ.fiii:;|Utipps and fprjFj^ 

tures. The Imperial pftat^s wer^ ipattei::e4 

through the provinces, from Maurit^mia tp 

Britain ; but the rich md fertile fcxil of Cap- 

padoda tempted the monarch jto acquire ip 

that coimtry his faireftpoffeilionf(^53), aod 

either Coniiantine or his fucccijOfGirB emb^C$4 

the occaiioa of juftifying avarice ^^y^el^giou^ 

zeal. Th^ ft^priefled the 4ch tcwple o£ 

Comana, where the high-prieft of the gpd- 

defs of war fupported the dignity of a tovei- 

reign prince ; and they applied tp ^eir pri^ 

vate ufe the confecrated lands, which wpre 

inhabited by &^ thoufand fubjeds Of flave^ 

pf the Deity ajnd her minifters(i54). iBut 

thefe were not the valuable inhabitant : th^ 

plains that ftretch from the Foot .of Mount 

Argaeus to the banks of the Sarus, bired ;t ge* 

nerous race of horfes, renowned above all 

others in the ancient world, for their majef- 

tic ihape^ and incom|Ku:abk fwiftneis. Thefe 

its 3) Cod. Tbcod. 1. yi. tit. ra. leg a, ^Ad Godcfroy ad Jpc. 

(154) JStrftb^n. GcQgt»ph. L ^li. p. 809. The other temple 
of Comana, in Poqtus, was a colony from that of Cappa4ocia, 
1. xii. p. 3*5. DThe prefident Dcs Brofles (fee his Salufte, tqm., ii, 
p. 11) conje^ures that the Peity adored in bo^h Qomanas was fields, 
the Venus of the Eaft, the goddefs of generation ; a very different 
leiog indeed from tbergoridef»of <war. 

f acred 
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facred animals, dcftined for the fervice of the 
palace* and the Imperial games, were protecSlecl 
by the laws from the profanation of a vulgar 
niafter (155). The dcmefnes of Cappadocia 
were important enough to require the infpec- 
tion of a count (^i ^6) ; officers of an inferior 
rank were ftationed in the other parts of the 
empire ; and the deputies of the private, as 
weH as thofe of the public, treafurer, were 
maintained in the exercife of their indepen- 
dent fuhdUons, and encouraged to controxil 
the authority of the provincial magiftrates 
Thccottiit»(i57). 6j y. The chcrfen bands of cavalry 
^^^*/^^and infantry, which guarded the perfon of 
the emperor, were under the immediate com- 
mand of the two counts of the dome/Hcs The 
whole number confifted of three thoufand 
fivt hundred men, divided into i^txifchools^ 
or troops, of five hundred each ; and in the 
eaft, this honourable fervice was almoft en- 
tirely appropriated to the Armenians. When- 
ever, on public ceremonies, they were drawn 
up in the courts and porticos of the palace, 
their lofty ftature, filent order, and fplendid 
arms of filver and gold, difplayed a martial 
pomp, not unworthy of the Roman majefty 
(158), From the fevenfchools two companies 

of 

(155) Cod. Theod* 1. x. tit. vi. dc Grtge Dominico. Godc- 
froy has coUeded every circumftance of ^^ntiquity relative to the 
Cappadocian horfes. One of tlie finefl breeds, the Palmatian, was 
the forfeiture of a rebel, whofe eftate lay about fixteen miles from 
I'yana-, near the great road between Conftantinople and Antioch. 

(i^6) Juftinian (Novell. 30) fubjecSled the province. of the count 
of Cappadocia, to the immediate authority of the favourite eunuch^ 
who prefided over the facred bed-chamber. 

(157) Cod. Thcod. 1. vi. tit. xxx. leg, 4, &c. 

(158) Pancirolus, p. 10a, 136. The appearance of thefc mili- 
t9ry dotneilics is defcribed in the Latin poem of Corippus, De Lau« 

4ibui 
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of horfe Mnd foot were fdcifledy of the pro^ 
tedors^ iKrhofe advantageous ftation was the 
hope and reward of the moft deferving fol- 
diersi ^They mounted guard in' the interior 
apartments, and were occaiionally difpatched 
into the provinces, to execute with celerity 
and vigour the orders of their mafter (159). 
The counts of the domeftics had fucceeded 
to the office of the Praetorian prsefeds ; like 
the praefe<as, they afpired from the fervicc 
of the palace to die command of armies. 

The perpetual intercourfe between the court Agcnu, « 
and the provinces was facilitated by the con- ''®*'"^*** 
ftru6Uon of roads and the inftitution of pofts. 
But thefe beneficial eftablifiiments were acci- 
dentally connefted with a pernicious and in- 
tolerable abufe* Two or three hundred agents 
or meffengers were employed, under the ju* 
rifdiaion of, the mafter of the offices^ to an- 
nounce the names of the annual confuls, and 
the edifts or vidories of the emperors. They 
infenfibly affumed the licence of reporting 
whatever they could obferve of the condud 
either of magifirates or of private citizens ; * 
and were foon confidered as the eyes of the 
monarch (160), and the fcourge of the peo-r 
pie. Under the warm influence of a feeble . 
reign, they multiplied to the incredible num- 
ber of ten thoufand, difdained the mild 

, ■ * 

dibas Juflin. 1. iii. 157-^179. P. 419, 420, of the Appendix • 
Hift. Byzantin. Rom. 1777. 

I (159) Amniianus Marcelllnus, who ferved fo many years, ob< 
I tained only the rank of a ProteAor. The firfl ten among thefe 
honounibk foldiers were Clarlfftmi, 

(160) Xenophon. Cyfopocd. 1.. viii. firilTon, de Regno PeriSco, 1 
1. i. No J90, p. 264, The emperors adopted with pleafure this 
!*erSan metaphor. 

though 
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i^iott^k frequear adbnonidons of thelaws, a^d 
eiBSTttkd in tMe provable managemenT of the 
pdfib a rapad0U9 aand infdknc o^reffion. 
Tfaofe^ official' §i^r ^^^^ regularly corref- 
pDxufed with the pia/tey were eacouarabgcd, 
by fairour affd rewai^d^^ an»oufly to watch 
tbffprogrefeof cvfery iSt&£oTi^h\c defign, froiti 
t&e hitit and latent fymptoms of di&fFedion, 
to the a<5bc^ preparation of ati open revolt 
Their cardefs' or ci^iminal violatioti of truth 
and jufiice was covered by the confecrated 
niaflc of zreal ; and they might fecureiy aim 
their podfoned arrows a^ the bread either of 
tbd guiky cor tbs^innocdnt, who' had provoked 
tfadrrefeBtnient, or refufed to porchafe their 
filsnce. Afaithfal fiibjeA, of Syria^ perhaps, / 
or of Britainv waB expofed to the danger, or 
at leaft ttf the, dread, of being dragged ift 
chains to the court of Milan or Conftantino- 
{iff;, to' defend his lifer and fortune againft the 
maHcious charge of thefe privileged informers. 
The ordinary adnujiiftration was conduced 
by tho& methods which .extreme neceiSty 
cantadonepaliiate ; and the defefts of evidence 
were diiigioitiy fuppiicd by the ufe of tor- 
ture:(j6i)i 
tjfe of tor- Thfi: deceitful and dangerous experiment of 
cure. ^h^ crimiiial quaff ien^- as it is emphatically 
ityled, was admitted, rather than approved, 
in the jurifprudence of the Romans. They 
applied^ this fanguinary mode of examination 
only to fervile bodies, whofe fufferings were 

(i6i) For the AgenUs in Ruhusy fws Amraian. 1. xv. c. 3. 1- xvi. 
c. 5. Lxzii.-. c. 7, witht the curious annotations of Valefios. Cod. 
Thcodl L vi. tit. xxrii^ xxviii, xxix Among the paifages colleded 
in the Comintntary of Godcfroy, the moft remarkable i^o&e from 
bili^iuus, in his difcourfe concerning the death of Julian. 

feldom 
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feldom^xvei^ed trj;^ tjiofe hangfatf repcAficatir 
intUe feale <ffi jtaAke iyt htmxanity : hvtt thef 
waold neKrob confent td violate th^ {zcte<t 
parfbir of 2r cithsen, tfll. they poffd&d the* 
clearcftr evidence df Ris guilt ( 1 62). The a». 
naia of tyraikny, froiial the ncigir of Tiberiusr 
to that oif DbThitian, csFcumftantially i^elate 
the executions of many innoc^it vi£tims^; 
boty as long as thie fainteft remembrance vns^ 
keptl alive of the national freedom zad &o^ 
notir^ the laft hours of a Roman were fecurc 
firom the danger of ignominious torture ( 1 63). 
The conduft of the provincial magiffarates was 
not, however, regulated by the pra^ice of 
the city, or the ftncl n^axims of the civilians. 
They found' the ufe of torture eftabliihed not 
only among the flav^s of oriental defpotifm, 
but among the Macedonians, who obeyed a 
limited monarch; among the Rhodians^ who 
flburi£hed by the liberty of commerce; and 
even among the fage Athenians, who had af- 
ferted and adorned the dignity of human 
kind ( 1 64) . Tht^ acqnicfcence of the prpvin- 
cials encouraged their governors to acquire, 
or |>erhaps to ufurp, a difcretionary power of 

(i6a) The P^n^eSts (1 xlviii. tit. xviii) contain the fentiments 
of the moft celebrated civilians on the fubjedl of torture. They ftriAly 
cdnfine it' to flaves; and Ulpian himfelip is ready to acknowledge, 
thift Ret-oft fragilis, et pericidofa, et qiUB vcritatem fallat. 

( 1 63) In the confpiracy of Pifo againft Nero, Eptcharis (iibertinx 
mulier ) was the only perfon tortured ; the reft were intaSii torment is. 
It would be fupcrfluous to add a weaker, and it would be difficult 
to find a ilronger, example. Tacit. AnnaL xv. 57. 

(154) nicendum . . . de Inftitutis Athenienfium, - Rhodiorum, 
dodtifiimorum hominum, apud quos etiam (id quod acerbifiimunr 
«ft) liberi, civefqae torquentur. Cicero. Partit. Orat. c. 34. 
We may learn from the trial of Philotas the pradlice of the Macedo- 
•inaas, (Diodor. Sicul. 1. XYii. p. 604. Q^Curt. 1. vi. c. 11). 

employ- 
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employing the rack, to extort from vagrants 
or plebeian criminals the confeffion of their 
Kuilt, till they infenfibly proceeded to con- 
found the diftinftions of ranik^ and to dif- 
regard the privileges of Roman citizens. 
The apprehenfions of the fubjeds urged them 
to foKcit, and the intereft of the lovereign 
engaged him to grant, a variety of fpecial . 
exemptions, which tacitly allowed, and even 
authorifed, the general ufe of torture. They 
proteded all perfons of illuftrious or honour- 
able rank, bifhops and their prefbyters, pro- 
feflbrs of the liberal arts, foldiers and their 
families, municipal officers, a:nd their pofterity 
to the third generation, and all children un- 
der the age of puberty (165). But a fatal 
maxim was introduced into the new jurifpru- 
dence of the wnpire, that in the cafe of trea- 
fon, which included every offence that the 
fubtlety of lawyers could derive from an hof- 
tile intention towards the prince or republic 
( v(i6\ all privileges were fufpended, and all 
conditions were reduced to the fame ignomi- 
nious level. As the fafety of the emperor - 
was avowedly preferred to every confideration 
of juftice or humanity, the dignity of age, 
and the tendernefs of youth, were alike ex- 
pofed to the moft cruel tortures; and the 
terrors of a malicious information, which 
might feleft them as the accomplices, or even 
as the witneffes, perhaps, of an imaginary 

(165) Heincccius ^Element. Jur. Civil, part Tii, p. 8i.) has 
colledled thcfc exemptions into one view. 

(j66) Thit definition of the fage Ulpian (Pandedl. 1. xlviii. 
tit. iv) feems to have been adapted to the court of Caracalla, rather 
than to that of Alexander Severus. See the Codes of Theodofiu* 
and Jufiinian ad leg. Julian majeftatis . 

crime. 
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crime, perpetually hung over the heads of the 
principal citizens of the Roman world (167). < 

Thefe evils, however terrible they may ap^FinaMet. 
4>ear, were confined to the (mailer number of 
Rolhan fubje^ls, whofe dangerous fituation 
was in fome degree compenlated by the enjoy- 
ment of thofe advantages, either of nature 
or of fortune, which expofed them to the 
jealoufy of the monarch. The oUTcure millions 
of a great empire have much lefs to dread 
from the cruelty than from the avarice of 
their mafiers ; and their humble happinieis is 
principally affeded by the mevance of excef« 
nve taxes, which gently premng on the wealthy, 
defcend with accelerated weight on the meaner 
and more indigent dafles of fociety. An 
ingenious philofopher (168) has calculated the 
umverfal meafure of the public impofitions 
by the degrees of freedom and fervitude; 
and ventures to aflert, that, according to an 
invariable law of nature, it muft always in- 
creafe with the former, and diminifli in a Juft 
proportion to the latter. But this refledion, 
which would tend to alleviate the miferies of 
defpotiim, is contradided at leaft by the hif* 
tory <^ the Roman empire ; which accufes 
the lame princes of delpoiluig the fenate of 
its authority, and the provmces of their 
wealth. WiUiout abolifhing all the various 
cyiloms and duties on merchandizes, which 

(167) Arca^dius Charifius is the oldeft lawyer quoted in the Pan- 
der to juftify the univerfal pradjce of torture in all cafes of trea- 
fon ; but this maxim of tyranny, which is admitted by Ammianus 
(1. xjx, c. I a) with the moft refpcdlful terror, is enforced by 
feveral laws' of the fucceffors of Conftantine. See Cod. Theod; 
1 ix. tit. xzxv. fa majeftatis crimine omnibus aequa eft conditio . 

(168) Montefquieu, Efprit des Loix, 1. xii. c. 13. 

Vol. III. G are 
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fociety (172). The whole landed property" 
of the empire (without accepting the patri- 
monial eftates of the monarch) was the ob- 
ject of ordinary taxation ; and every new pur- 
chafer contrafted the obligations of the for- 
mer proprietor. An accurate cenfus (173), 
or fiirvey, was the only equitable mode of 
afcertaining the proportion which every citi- 
zen fliould be obliged to contribute for the 
public fervice; and from the well-known pe- 
riod of the indiftions, there is reafon to be- 
lieve that this difficult and expenfive operati- 
on was repeated at the regular diftance of 
fifteen years. The lands were meafured by 
furveyors, who were fent into the provinces; 
their nature, whether arable or pafture, or 
vineyards or woods, was diftindly reported 
and an eliimate was made of their commoir 
value from the average produce of five years* 
The numbers of flaves and of cattle confti- 
tuted an eflential part of the report; an oath 
was adminiftered to the proprietors, which 
bound them to difclofe the true ftate of their 
affairs ; and their attempts to prevaricate, or 
elude the intention of the legiflator, were 
feverely watched, and puniflied as a capital 
crime, which included the double guilt of 
treafon and facrilege ( 1 74). A large portion 

of 

(172) The title conccrhing the Dccurlons (1. xii, tit. i) it the 
moft ample in the whok Theodofian Code; fince it contains not 
lofii than oiie hundred and ninety-two diftind laws to afcertain the 
diHies and privileges of that ufeful order of citizens. 

(173) Habemus eninv et hominum numerum qui delati fuat, et 
agrftm raodum. £umenius in Paneeyr. Vet. viii, 6. See Oxi. 
'l*heod. 1. xiii, tit. x, xi, with Gode&oy's Conunentary. 

(174) Siquis facrilegavitemfalce.fucciderit, aut feracinm Ramo- 
rum foetus hebetaverit, quo declinet fidem C^nfuum, et mentiatur 
ca^llidc' f au^rtatis .ingetuum, . mox detcdus capitalc fubibit exitium. 
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of the tribute was paid in money; and of the 
current coin of the empire, ^old alone could 
be legally accepted (175). Ine remainder of 
the taxes, according to the proportions de- 
termined by the annual indidtion, was fur- 
nifhed in a manner fkill more direft, and ftill 
more oppreffive. According to the different 
nature of lands, their real produce, in the 
various articles of wine or oil, corn or barley, 
wood or iron, was tnuifported by the labour 
or at the expence of the provincials to the 
Imperial magazines, from . whence they wer^ 
occafionally diftributed, for the ufe of the 
court, of die araiy, and of the two capitals, 
Rome and Ck)nftaAti.npple. The commiffi- 
onersof the revenue were fo frequently obliged 
to make cohfiderable purchafes, that they 
were ftri£Uy prohibited from allowing any 
compei^ation, or from receiving in money 
the value of thofe fupplies which were exaded 
in kind. In the primitive fimf^dty of fii^all 
communities, this method may be weU 
adapted to colled the almoft vphintary offer- 
ings of the people ^ but it is at once iufcepti* 
ble of the utmoft ladtpde and of the 'utmoft 
ftri£tnefs, which in a corrupt and ^(bfolute 
monarchy muft introduce a pei^etual conteft 
between the power of oppremon and the arts 
of fraud (176). The agriculture of the Ro- 

*c man 

cf lK>iia ejus in Fifci jura migrabunt Cod Theod. 1. iiii. tit. xi, 
leg. I. Although this law is not without its jftudied obfcurity, it 
is, however » d|ear enough to prove the minutenefs of the inquiii- 
tips, and the difproportion of the penalty 

(175) The aftoni&mcntof Ffiny would have cealed. . ]Equidem 
iniror P. R. yi^is gentibus argentum fus^er imperitaffe non 
aurum. |iift< Natur xxxiii. 15. 

(176) Some precautions were taken (fee Cod. Theod. 1. xi, 
tit. ii| and Cod. Juftinian. L z^ tit. zxvii, leg. 1, 2, 3) to reftrain' 

the 
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man provinces was infenfibly ruined^ ^rid, 
in theprogrefs of defpotifin, whkh tends to 
difapppint its own purpofe, the emperor^ 
were obliged to derive fome merit from the 
forgivenefs of debts, or the remifiion of tri- 
butes, which their fubjefts were utterly in?, 
capable of paying. According to the new 
divifion of Italy, the fertile and happy pro* 
vince of Csimpania, the icene of the early 
yidories^nd ojf the ddicious retirements of 
$hc citizens of Rome, extended between the 
jfea and Apeonine from the Tyber to the 
Silarus. Within fixty years after the death 
of Confiantine, and on the evidence ef an 
adual furvey, an exemption was granted in 
favour of three hwidred «nd thirty thouiand 
EQglifli acres of defert and uncultivated land ; 
which iamountfid to one eighth of the whc^e 
furface of the province. M, the footftgw of 
the Bai:bari^9 Md not yet been feenin Icaly^ 
the caufe of this apiazing defolation, whidi 
i^ recorded in the laws^ cin be aftribed only 
to the/ adininifbration, of the Rom^n em- 
lJeror$'(i77). 
Affcffcd in Either, from defign or from accident, the 
rdplt^onfuode t>f aflcfffnent feemed tO unite the fub- 
(lance of a land*tax with the forms of a capi- 
•) 

tbc magiifarates from the abufe of tlfetr authority, either ib Uk 
iexa<5lion or in the pufchafe of corn : but thofc who had learning 
thCtgh. to read the orations of Cicero againi^ Verres (iii, deFni- 
mento), might inftniA themfelves in all the various arts of oppref- 
fion, with regard to the ly eight, the price, the quality, and the 
Carriage. ^The avarice of an imlctterecl governor wtfuld fuppfy 
the ignoralice of precept or pretedcnt 

(177) Cod. Theod. L zi, tit. zxvii**, leg. s, publiihcd the %4^ 
of Mvch* A. D. 30 J, by the erap«ror Horprlus, only two inonths 
after tJe death of his father Theodofius. He fpeaks 'of .{28,04% 
Roman Jugert, which Ihavc reduced to the EnglUh medfure. T^c 
jvgerum contained aS,8oo fc^uare Roman feet. ' 

^ tatioB 
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tation (178). Tlic TCtitms which were ictit 
of every province or diftri&, eiq>refled the 
number of tributary fubje€b, and die amount 
of the public impofitions. The latter of 
thefe foms was divided by the former; and 
the efiimate, that fuch a province contained 
fo mvny capita^ or heads of tribute; and that 
eacb head was rated at fuch a price^ was uni- 
verfally received, not only in the popular, 
but even in the legal computation. The va* 
lue of a tributary head muft have varied, ac- 
cording to many accidental, or at leaft fludu* 
ating cu-cumftances ; but fome knowledge has 
been prcferved of a very curious fad, the 
more important, fince it relates to one of the 
richeft provinces of the Roman empire, and 
which now flourifhes as the moft fplendid of 
the Eiuopean kingdoms. The rapacious mi- 
nifters of Conflantius had exhaufied the 
wealth of Gaul, by exacting twenty-five 
pieces of gold for the annual tribute of every 
head. The humane policy of his fucceffor 
reduced the capitation to leven pieces (179). 
A moderate proportion between thefe oppo- 
fite extremes of extraordinary oppreffion and 
of tranfieiit indulgence, may therefore be 
fixed at fixteen pieces of gold, or about nine 
pounds flerling, the common ftandard per- 

<i^8) Qidxiraj (Cod. Theod. torn, vi, p. 116) ti^es with 
weigbtaad kvningoo thefubjed of the capitation; but while he 
caEplainstfaec;^^, as a ihare or mcafure of property, he tooahfo- 
lutely eifhriea the idea of a perfooal lUiellmcnt. 

f 179) Quid profuerit fJuRanut) anhelantibus extreml penurii 
Oaliis, hhicinaxime claret, quod primltus partes eas xngreinis, pro 
capifiiits fingtilis tributi nomine yicenos quiros aureos reperit flantari ; 
diicedfcns rero feptenos tantum mitnera univeifa complentes. 
Aihxniaii. L zri, c-. e* 

haps 
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haps of the impofitions of Gaul (i8o). But 
this calculation, or rather indeed the £2L€ts 
from whence it is deduced, cannot fsul of fugj- 
gefting two difficulties to a thinking mind, 
will be at once furprifed by the equality^ and 
by the enormity of the capitation. An attempt 
to explain them may perhaps refled fome light 
on the interefiing fubjed of the finances of 
the declining empire. 

L It is obvious, that, as long as the im- 
mutable confiitution of human nature pro- 
duces and maintains fo unequal a divifion 
of property, the moft numerous part of the 
community would be deprived of their fub- 
iiftence, by the equal afTefiment of a tax 
from which the fovereign would derive a 
very trifling revenue. Such indeed might 
be the theory of the Roman capitation; 
but in the praftice, this unjuft equality was 
no longer felt, as the tribute was colleded 
on the principle of a realj not of a perjonal 
impofition. Several indigent citizens con- 
. tributed to compofe a fingle head^ or ihare 
of taxation j while the wealthy provincial, 

(x8o) In the calculation of any fum of money under Conftantine 
and his fucceffors, we need only refer to the excellent difcourfeof 
Mr. Greaves on the Denarius, for the proof of the followmg 
principles : ' i. That the ancient and modern Roman poimd, con- 
taining $%s(i grains of Troy weight, is about one twelfth lighter 
than die Engliih pound, which is coinpofed of 5760 of the fame 
grains. ». That the pound of gold, which had once been divided 
mto forty-eight aurti^ was at this time coined into feventy-two 
Imaller pieces of the fame denomination. 3. That five of thefe 
aurei were the legal tender for a pound of filver, and that confe- 
quently the pound of gold was exchanged for fourteen pounds eight 
ounces of filver, according to the Roman, or about thirteen pounds 
according to the Englifii, weight. 4. That the Englifli pound of 
filver is coined into fixty-two fiiillinp. From thefe elements we 
may compute the Roman pound of gold, the ufual method of 
reckoning large fums, at forty pounds fterling ; and we may fix the 
currency of the aurcui at fomewhat more thap eleven fiullings. 

in 
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in proportion to his fortune, alone repre- 
fented feveral of thofe imaginary beings. In 
a poetical requeft, addreffed to one of the laft 
and moft deferving of the Roman Princes who 
reigned in Gaul, Sidoniiis ApoUinaris per- 
fomfies his tribute under the figure of a triple 
monfier, the Geryon of the Grecian fables, 
and intreats the new Hercules that he would 
moft gracioufly be pleafed to iave his life by 
cutting oflf three of nis heads (181). The for-' 
tune of Sidonius far exceeded the cuftomary 
wealth of a poet ; but if he had purfiied the 
allufion, he mull have painted many of the 
Gallic nobles with the hundred heads of the 
deadly Hydra, fpreading over the £su:e of the 
country, and devouring the fubftance of an 
hundred £mulies. n. The difficulty of al- 
lowing an annual fum of about nine pounds 
fierlin^, even for the average of the capita- 
tion of Gaul, may be rendered more evident 
by the comparifon of the prefent fbite of the 
fame country, as it is now eovemed by the 
abfolute monarch of an indumious, wealthy, 
and aflfe^onate people,. The taxes of France 
cannot be magnified, either by fear or by 
flattery, beyond the annual amount of eigh- 
. teen millions flerling, which ought perhaps 
be ihared among four and twenty millions 
of inhabitants (182)* Seven millions of 
' thefe, 

(i8x) OeryoBCS net effe puta, monftrumque tributum. 
Hic^a/«fa ttt livam, tu mSii tolle /Wa. 

Sidon. Apollinar. Cann. ziiu 
The rq>iitation of Father Sirsnond led me to ezpeft more fatis- 
/aAion than I have found in his note (p. 144) on this remarkable 
paflage. Thewordt, fuo irely»*r»flr nomine, betray the perplexity 
of the commentator. 

(182) This aflertion, howero: formidable it may feem, is founded 
•s the original regiflcrsof births, deaths, and marriages, coUecfted 

by 
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thefey in ihe capadty of fathers, or brothers^ 
H^r hofbaiids, may difijinrgi^ die oUigations 
(of the remaiintig multitudi of women and 
\liildreti ; yet tfa^ equal proportion of each 
tributary (kfajftd will fcarcely rife above fifty 
AMngs xy£ am nroney^ inftead of a proper- 
tiMi ahnoft£ofur times ws confiderable. Which 
Was regtllKfy in^ofed on their Gaiiic alicef- 
tbn. The rdafon of this difference may be 
fMind, not &} n^ttcfa in the relative fcarcity 
oryleilty of gbid and filver, as in the difier- 
iBht ftate of ra<:iety !m afidetit Caul aiid in 
iModena Frwact. In a couhtly whet*e peiifohal 
ifitdddh is the privilege of fevery fubjed^ the 
Wfaoie mais tif taxes, whstfad* td^y are levied 
xm property or ton confumption, may be 
fibily divided among the whole body of the 
ii^stion. But the far greatei- part of the lands 
of ancient Oaul^ as weU as of the other pro- 
vinces of the Roman world, were cultivated 
hj flavts, CT by peafahts^ whofe dependent 
condition was a lefs rigid fervitude (183). 

:)^ piibffc ^mtlioritT, and now d^ofit«d in tlie CwtrUt Cenkral at 
Paris. The annual average of births throughout the whole king- 
dom, taken in fiyt ytaan (£rom X770 to 1774, both inlufire) S, 
-4V9»^49 W>» ^ 4491^69 girb, in all 9sS,9xS thlldrea. The 
jtfovince of French Hamault alone furniihes 9906 birtlK : and we 
tt e ftiTured, 1>y an a6hxal nnmeratimi 'of the people anhuaBy re- 
'^ted ffm cht year 1773 to the year 1776, th«t>. u^n an aten^e» 
Hainault contains l^ 7*097 inhabitantSit By the rules of fair analogr, 

" * ths to 



"^e ihight infer; thSit the brdinaty prc^rtfoh of annual births 1 
the ^hole people, is about i to 26 ; and that the kingdoift of 
France contains 24,151,868 perfons of both feres and of every 
age. If we content ourfelves with the n^ore moderate proportion 
of I to sj, the whole population ^nll "aftxount to 13,222,950. 
From the diligent refearches of thb French governinent (which are 
not unworthy of our own imitaibn), we may hope to obtain a ftiU 
griJkti^r degree oFcertainty on this impor^t fub]<ka. 

(183) Cod. Thcod. 1. V, tit. ix> x, xi. Cod. JufUnian. 1. m, 
tit. liciii. Colbni appellantur qui conditionem debent genitali (bid, 
propter agriculturam fub dominio {>o0eficiirum. Auguftin. ^e 
Ciritatc Dei, 1 i, c. i. 

In 
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In &ch a Hate the pod* i^ere inidntfidHted afc 
t:he expence of the m«tfters, who enjbytd tbte 
fruits of their labour ; and as the rolh tt 
tribute were filfed only ^th the fHOHH <f 
thofe citizens who pdfieffed A^ tneahs df an 
honourable, or at leaft of a decent fubfiftdace, 
the comparative £cnallnefk of tteir numberi 
explains and ittftifies the higlirite of thdr ca«- 
pitation. The truth of this afibtion niay1)e 
illuftrateci by the following example: Tbt 
j£dui, one of the moft powa^ and dtii^ 
ized tribes or cities of Gaul, occupied an tst^ 
tent of tefiitory, which now cdHtaiUs ttboVt 
five hundred thoufand inhabitants, in th^ 
two ecdefiallicd diocefes of Autun andNe*> 
v^rs (184) : and with Ae probaUe accdBofi 
of thofe <^ ChMons tnd Ma^on (185), tht^ 
population would amount to eight hundred 

(184) The aadem JttrirdiaidfD «f (AmmfiaMammJ Aatmi It 
Burgundy, the capital of the JEdui, comprehended the adjaceiiC 
territory of (Nwt9dtmum) Nevert. Seed'Anville, Notice de Tan- 
f^usat Gifile, p. 49 1. The twodiocefeiiAf Antun and Keven are 
now coambfed, fhefofmerof $io> and the latter of i6o« pariihea. 
The reg^ers of Mrths, taken during eleven yean, in 476 pariihet 
of the fiune province sf 0brgundy, and multiplied by the inodeiratl 
proportion of 25. (fee Me&nce Recherchet fur la PopidatioOy 
p. 141), may audiorife us to aflign an average number of ^j6 per- 
ions for each partih, which being again ntukapKed 4>y the 770 
pariihet of the i^cefies of Nevers and Autun, will produce Uic 
him of 505,126 peribns for the extent of country which was once 
poiTefled by the .^Sdui. 

(1S5) We might derive an adifitioAal lupplf of ^fOi^JSp Inhli* 
bitanu frote the^ dioeefta of Ch&lonji (CaMUmmi and of M1190A 
(Mattfn); Unce tliqr contain, the one 200, and the other ft6o, 
p^riihes. This aceeMbn of territmy might be juftified by lery 
fpecious reafom. 1. Ch&lona and Ma^on were undoubted within 
the original jurifiUdbion <^ the ^dui. (See d*Anville Notice, p. 
>^7f 443)* a. la the Notitia of Oital, they aire enumerated not 
as Civito/v/, but merely as Cafira, 3. They do npt appear to have 
Wen qpifcopal featt before the fifth and iixth centuries. Yet there 
Si a pafiage in Eumenius (Panegyr. Vet. viii. 7) which very forcibly 
deters me from extendii:^ tiie territory of the JEdui in the reign 
•f Coi^tantine, along the beautjiful banks of the navigaUe Saf6ne» 

tnou* 



9« THE DECLINE AND FALL 

thoufand'^ fouls. In the time of Conftantlne, 
the territory of the Mdai afforded no more 
than twenty-five thou£uid heads of capitation, 
of whom feven thouiand were difcharged by 
jthat prince from the intolerable weight of tri- 
bute (i86). A juft analogy would fecm to 
countenance the opinion of an ingenious hii^ 
tpriam (187), that the free and tributary ci- 
tizens did not furpafs the number of half a 
million ; and if, in the ordinary adminiftra- 
tion of government, their annual payments 
may be computed at about four millions 
and a half of our money, it would appear 
that although th^ Ihare of each individual 
was four times as coniiderable^ a fourth part 
only of the modern tJix^s of France was levied 
on the Imperial province of Gaul. TTie 
exadions of Conftantius may be cdcidated 
at feven millions fterling, which were reduced 
• to two millions by me humanity or the 
wifdom of Julian 
Capiution But this tax, or capitation, on the proprie^ 
M^Sxy *f^^s of land, would have fuffercd a rich and 
numerous dais of free citizens- to efcape. 
With the view of fliaring that fpecies of 
wealth which is derived from art or labour^ 
arid which exifts in money or in merchandife, 
the emperors impofed a diftinfl: and perfonal 
tribute on the trading part of their, fubje^ 
fi88). Some exemjptipns, yeryftridly con- 
fined both in time and place, were allowed to 
the proprietors who difpofed of the produce 
of their own eftates. jSpnie ifldplgence was 

(186) Eumenius in Panegyr. Vet. viii, ii. 

(187} L'Abbe dvi Bos Hift. Critique de la M. F. tQm..), . p. i f i. 

(188; Sec CodTheod. 1 xiij, tjt. i, and iy. 

granted 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE- 93 

granted to the profeffion of the liberal arts : 
but every other branch of commercial indufiry 
was affedied by the feverity of the law. The 
honourable merchant of Alexandria, who 
imported the gems and fpices of India for 
theufe ofthe wefternworldj theufurcr, who 
derived from the intereft of money a filent 
and ignominious profit; the ingenious manu^ 
fa^urer, the diligent mechanic, and even (he 
moft obfcure retailer of a fequeftered village, 
were obliged to admit the officers of 3ie 
revenue into the partnerlhip of their gain: 
and the fovereign of the Roman empire, who 
tolerated the profeffion, confented to ihare 
the infiimous falary, of public profiitutes. 
As this general tax upon induftry was coU 
levied every fourth year, it was fiiled the 
Lufiral Contribution: and the hiftorian 2k>fi- 
mus(i89) laments that the approach of the 
fatal period was announced by the tears and 
terrors of the citizens, who were often com* 
peUed by the impending fcourge to embrace 
the moft abhorred and unnatural methods of 
procuring the fum at which their poverty had 
been afieued. The teftimony of Zofimus can- 
not indeed be juftified from the charge of 
paffion and prejudice, but from the nature of 
this tribute, it feems reafonable to conclude 
that it was arbitrary in the difiribution, and 
extremely rigorous in the mode, of coUefting. 
The fecret wealth of commerce, and the pre- 
carious profits of art or labour, are fufcepti- 
ble only of a difcretionary valuation, winch 

(1S9) ZoHmus, 1. ii, p. 115, There is probably as much paffion 
and prejudice in the attack of Zofimus, as in the elaborate defence 
of the memory of Confiantine by the zealous Dr. Howell. Hift. 
•f the World, vol. ii, p. Cio. 

is 
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is feldcmi diiadvantageous to the intereft of 
the treafury ; and as the perfon of the trader 
fupplies the want of a viuble and pennanent 
focurity, the paynient of the impofition^ 
which^ in the cafe of a land-tax, may be ob- 
tained, hy the feizure of property, can rardy 
be extorted by any other means than thofe 
of corporal puniihments. The cruel treat- 
ment of the infolvent debtors of the ftate, is 
actefiedt and was perhaps mitigated by a very- 
humane edidof Conftantine, who difdaiming 
theufe of racks and of fcourges, allots afpa- 
cious and airy prifon for the place of their 
confinement ( i go). 
Free gifts. Thcfe geno^ taxes were impofed and levied 
by the abfolute authority or the monarch ; 
but die occafional offerings of the coronary 
^^i^fiill retained the name and femblance of 
pq[>ular confent* It was an ancient cufiom 
that the allies of the republic, who afcribed 
their fafety or deliverance to the fuccefs of 
the Roman arms; and even the cities of 
Italy, who admired the virtues of their victo- 
rious general, adorned the pomp of his tri- 
umph by their voluntary gifts of crowns of 
^old, which, after the ceremony, were con- 
tecrated in the temple of Jupiter, to remain ^ 
lafHng monument of his glory to future ages* 
The progrefs of zeal and flattery foon mul- 
tipHed the number, and increafed the fize^ 
ot thefe pedlar donations ; and the triumph 
of Caeiar was enriched with two thoufand 
eight hundred and twenty-two maffy crowns, 
whofe weight amounted to twenty thoufand 
four hundred and fourteen pounds of gold 

(190) Cod, Thcod. L xi, tit. vii, le^. 3. 

^ This 
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TThk treifure was inmediatcfy melted down 
hj the prudent di^tar^ who was fittisfied 
that it would be more ferviceaUe to his fol« 
idifcrs than to the gods : hb example was imi'» 
tated by his fucceuors ; and the cuftom was 
introduced, of exchanging thefe fplendid or* 
oaments for the more acceptable prefent of 
the current gold coin of the empire (igi). 
The fpontaneous offering was at length ex* 
aded as the debt of duty; and infiead of 
being confined to the occafion of a triumph, 
it was fuj^fed to be granted by the feveral 
cities and provinces of the monarchy, as of- 
ten as the emperor condefcended to announce 
his accefiion, his confulfhip, the birth of a 
fon, the creation of a Caefar, a viftory over 
the Barbarians, or any other real or imagi- 
nary event which graced the annals of his 
reign. The peculiar free gift of the fenate. 
of Rome was fixed by cuftom at fixteen hun- 
dred pounds of gold, or about fixty-four 
thoufand pounds fterling. The oppreffed 
fubje&s celebrated their ownfelicity,that their 
fovereign ihould gracioully confent to accept 
this feeble but voluntary teftimony of their 
loyalty and gratitude (192). 

A people elated by pride, or foured by^onciufiim. 
difcontent, is feldom qualified to form a juft 
eftimate of their aftuzd' fituation. The mb- 
je£b of Conftantine were incapable of dif- 
cerning the decline of genius and manly 

(x^x) See Lipfius de Magnltad. Rotnana. 1. iiv c. 9. The 
Tarragonefe Spain prefented the emperor Claudius with a crown 
of gold of feven, and Gaul with another of nine hundred pounds 
weight. I have followed the rational emendation of liiplius. 

^192) Cod. Theod 1. xti. tit. xiii. The fenaton were fuppofed. 
to be exempt from the Aurum Coronarium; but the Auri OUatioj 
which was required at their hands, was precifely of the lame nature. 

virtue. 
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virtue, which fo far degraded them below 
the dignity of their anceftors ; but they could 
fed and lament the rage of tyranny, the 
relaxation of difcipline, and the encreafe of 
taxes. The impartial hiftorian, who acknow- 
ledees the juftice of their complaints, will 
ob&rve fome favourable circumfbuices which 
tended to alleviate the miferv of their con- 
dition. The threatening tempeft of Barbarians, 
wlich fo foon fubverted the foundations of 
Roman greatnefs, was iUll repelled, or fu£- 
pended, on the frontiers. The arts of luxmy 
and literature were cultivated, and the ele- 
gant pleafures of fociety were enjoyed by the 
inhabitants of a coniiderable portion of the 
globe. The forms, the pomp, and the ex- 
pence of the civil adminifiration contributed 
to reftrain the irregular licence of the foldiers ; 
and although the laws were violated by power, 
or perverted by fubdety, the fage principles 
of the Roman jurifprudence prcferved a fenfe 
of order and equity, unknown to the defpotic 
governments of the eaft. The rights of man- 
kind might derive fome protection from 
religion and philofophy; and the name of 
freedom, which could no longer alarm, might 
fometimes admonifh, the fucceflbrs of Au- 
gufius, that they did not reign over a nation 
of Slaves or Barbarians (193). 

(193) The great Theodofius, in his judicious advice to his fon 
fClaudian in iv Confulat. Hotiorii, ai4» &c.)» diftinguiihes the 
ftation of a Roman prince from that of a Parthian monarch. 
Vircue was neceflary for the one. Birth might fuffice for the other. 
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CHAP. xvin. 

Cbaraaer rf CmJlantine^'^Qthk War. — Leaib 
(f Con^antine. — JDivifim of the Empire among 
bis three Sons. — Per/tan War.— -Tragic Deaths 
of Cmftantine the Tounger and Con/lans. — 
Iffurpation (f Magnentius. — Civil War.^^ 
ViStorj of Conjtantius. 

THE chara&er of the prince who removed chtnaer 
the feat of empire, and introduced fuchofConiUn- 
important changes into the civil and reUgious^*' 
conftitution of his country^ has fixed the 
attention, and divided the opinions, of man* 
kind. By the grateftil zeal of the Chrillians, 
the deliverer otthe church has been decorated 
with every attribute of a hero, and even of a 
faint; while the difcontent of the vanquilhed 
party has compared Conftantine to the moft 
abhorred of thofe tyrants, who, by their 
vice and weaknefs, difhonoured die Imperial 
purple. The fame paiCons have in fome de- 
^ee been perpetuated to fucceeding genera- 
tions, and the character of Conftantine is 
confidered, even in the prefent age, as an 
objefit either of fatire or of panegyric. By the 
impartial union of thofe defeSs which are 
confeiTed by his warmeft admirers, and of 
thofe virtues which are acknowledged by his 
moft implacable enemies, we might hope to 
delineate a Juft portrait of that extraordinary 
man, which the truth and candour of hiftory 
ihould adopt without a blufh (i). But it 

would 

(i) On ne fc trompcra point far Conftantin, en croyant tout le 

nai qu'en dit Eufebc, et tout le bien qu*en dlt Zoiime. Fleury 

Vol. m. H Hii|. 
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would foon appear, that the vain attempt to 
blend fuch difcordant colours, and to recon- 
cile fuch inconiGAent qiia^ties, muil {^-oduce 
a figure monftrous rather than human, unlefs 
k is viewed in it« proper ai^d diftirift Ijgh^, 
ty a careful reparation of Ae different periads 
of the reign of Conftantine. 
Hisvirtucs* The perfon as well as the mind of Conftan- 
tine, had been enriched by nature vfith her 
choiceft endowments. His ftgiture w^ lofty, 
his countenance majeftic, his deportment 
graceful ; his ftrength and activity were dif- 
^ayed in every manly exercife, and from his 
earlieft youth, to a very advanced feafoo pf 
his lifp, he preferved the vigour of his confti- 
tu6on by a flf iS adherence to the domeftic 
virtues of chaftity and temperance. He de- 
lighted in the focial intercourfe of familiar 
converfation ; and though he might fome* 
times indulge his difpofition to raillery with 
lefs rcferve than was required by tBe fevcre 
dignity of his ftation, the courtefy and libe- 
rality of his manners gained the hearts of all 
who approached him. The fincerity of his 
friendship has been fufpefted ; yet he ihewed^ 
on fome occafions, that he was not incapable 
of a warm and lafting ^ttachm^t. TTie dif- 
advantage of an illiterate education hud not 
prevented him from forming ajufteftimate 
of the value of learning; and die arts .and fci- 
ences derived fome encouragement from tic 
munificent proteftion of Conftajitine. In the 
difpatch of bufinels, Iris diligence was inde-» 
fatigable; and the aflive powers of his ipind 

Kift £cddiafitque, torn, iix, p. 233. Eufcbim tfid 2«limw forA 
indeed the two extremes o£ flattery and invedHre. The intermediate 
ftmdci are exprelTed by thofe writen, i^hafe chMnAet or firua^n 
variottfly tempered the loflvoKcc of their rcK^potw ceal. 

were 
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were almoft continually exerdfed in reading, 
writing, or meditating, in ^ving audience 
to alnbaiTadors, and in examining the com- 
plaints of his fubjefts. Even thofe who cen- 
fiired the propriety of his meafures were 
compelled to acknowledge, that he poflefled 
magnanimity to conceive, and patience to 
execute, the moft arduous defigns, without 
being checked either by the prejudices of 
education, or by the clamours of the multi- 
tude. In the field, he infufed his own intre- 
pid fpirit inta the troops, whom he con- 
ducted with the talents of a confummate ge- 
neral ; and to his abilities, rather than to his 
fortune, we may afcribe the fignal viftories 
which he obtained over the foreign and do- 
meftic foes of the republic. Me loved glory, 
as the reward, perhaps as the motive, of his 
labours. The boundlefs ambition, which, 
from the moment of his accepting the pur- 
ple at YcMfk, appeared as the ruling paffion of 
his foul, may be juftified by the dangers of 
his own fituation, by the character of nis ri- 
vals, by the confcioufnefs of fuperior merits 
and by the profpcft that his fuccels would 
enable him toreftore peace and order to the 
diftra<^ed empire. In his civil warsagainft 
Maxentius and Licinius, he had engaged on 
his fide the inclinations of the people, who 
compared the undiffembled vices of thofe ty- 
rants, with the fpirit of wifdom and jufticc 
which feemed to dired the general tenor of 
the admimftration of Conftantine (2). 

(») Tht viniu»V CpoftMitifK «re CQllf^ed (or the m^% put. 
trgm. M^vtr99»»t v^ tht yovoger Vidor, two fincere paj^s, who 
wr4»t« iibr t^ ^i^aipii ^ |u« fomily. By^n Zofimw, iiQ4 the. 
Mmpervr Julian, acknowledge hit perfonal cwmife .auid tmUtary. 
adUfT^ments 

H % Had 
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His viccfc Had Conftantine fallen on the banks o( the 
Tybcr, or even in the plains of Hadrianople^ 
fuch is the character which, with a few ex- 
ceptions, he might have tranfn^itted to pof- 
terity. But the conclufion of his reign (ac- 
cording to the moderate and indeed tender 
fentence of a writer of the fame age) de- 
graded him from the rank which he had ac- 
quired among the moft deferving of the Ro- 
man princes (3). In the life of Auguftus, 
we behold the tyrant of the republic, con- 
verted, almoft by inperceptible degrees, into 
the father of his country and of human kind. 
In "that of Conftantine, we may contemplate 
a hero, who had fo longinfpired his fubje<Ss 
ynth love, and his enemies with terror, dege- 
nerating into a cruel and diflblute monarch, 
corrupted by his fortune, or raifed by con- 
queft above the neceflity of diflimulation. 
The general peace which he maintained during 
the laft fourteen years of his reign, was a 
period of apparent fplendor rather than of 
real prolperity ; and 'the old age of Conftan* 
tine was difgraced by the oppofite yet i:econ«- 
cileable vices of rapacioufh^ and prodiga- 
lity. The accumulated treafures found in 
the palaces of Maxentius and Licinius, were 
lavimly confumed; the various innovations 
introduced by, the conqueror^ were attended 
with an encreafing expence; the coft of his 

(3) See Eutropius z, 6. In primo Imperii tempore «ptim!« 
priiicipibu»j ultimo mediis comparandns. From the ftocient Greek 
▼erfion of Pctaniut (edit. Havercamp. p 697), I am inclaaed f 
iufpe^ that Eutropius had originally written vlir mediif; and that 
the offenfive monoTyllable wat dropped by th< wilful inadvertency 
of tran&ribers. Aurelios Vi Aor expreflet the ecnCTal opiaion hy a 
vulgar and indeed obfcure Proverb. IraebaU decern anaiipraftan-' 
tiffimus; duodecim feqncatibuf l(if»'9/ decern noviffittitjpiJMMtf oh 
' cmmodicas profuCione*. 

build- 
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buildings, his court, and his feftivals, fe- 
quired an immediate and plentiful fupply ; 
and the oppreflion of the people was the only 
fund which could fupport tne magnificence 
of the fovereign (4). His unworthy favou- 
rites, enriched by the boundlefs liberality of 
their mafter, ufurped with impunity the pri- 
vilege of rapine and corruption (5). A fecret 
but univerfal decay was felt in every part of 
the public adminmration, and the emperor 
himfeif, though he ftill retained the obedi- 
ence, gradually loft the efteem, of his fub- 
jeds. The dreis and manners, which, to- 
wards the decline of life, he chofe to affed, 
fcrved only to degrade him in the eyes of 
mankind. The Aiiatic pomp, which had 
been adopted by the pride of Diocletian, af- 
fumed an air of foftneis and effeminacy in 
the perfon of Conftantine. He is reprefented 
with falfe hair of various colours, laborioufly 
airanged by the ikilful artifis of the times ; 
a diadem of a new and more expenfive faflii- 
on; a profiifion of gems and pearls, of col- 
lars and bracelets, and a variegated flowing 
robe of iilk, moft curioufly embroidered with 
flowers of gold. In fuch apparel, fcarcely 
to be excufed by the youth and folly of £la- 

Sabalous, we are at a lofs to difcover the wif- 
om of an aged monarch, and the fimplicity 

(4) Julian. Orat> i, p. S, la t flattering difcourfe pronounced 
before thefonof Conftantine; and Csfares, p. 335., Zofimus, p. 
114, 115. The ftatcly buildings of Conftantinople, &c. may be 
quoted as a laftiog and unexceptionable proof of the profufenefs of 
their founder. 

(5) The impartial Ammianus defcrves all our confidence. Proxi- 
moriun fauces aperuit primus omnium Cenftantinus. L. lyi, c. 8. 
JSufebius himfelf confefles the abufe ( Vit. Conftantin. L iv, c. 29, 54) ; 
and fome o£ the Imperial laws feebly point out the remedy. See 
aboTe, p. 5t of this^olume. 

of 
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of a Roman veteran (6). A mind thus 
rdazed by profperity and indulgence, was 
incapable of rifin^ to that magnanimity 
which difdains fii^cion, and dares to for- 
give. The doiths of Maximian and Lidniiis 
may perhaps be jnftified by the maxims 
of poUcy, as they are taught in iikt ichoals 
of tyrants; but an impartial narrative of the 
executions, or rather murders, which fiillied 
the declining age of Conftantine, will fuggeft 
to our moft amdid thoughts, the idea of a 
prince, who could facnfice without reluc- 
tance the laws of juftice, and the feelings of 
nature, to the didates either of his paffion or 
of his intercft. 
His family. The fame fortune which fo invariably fol- 
lowed the fiandard of Conftantine, feemed to 
jCecure the hopes and comforts of his domef- 
tic life. Thofe among his predeceflbrs who 
had enjoyed the longeu and moft profperous 
reigns, Au^ftus, Trajan, and Diocletian, 
had been difappointed of pofterity; and the 
frequent revolutions had never allowed fuffi- 
cient time for any Imperial family to grow 
up and multiply under the (hade of the pur- 
ple. But the royalty of the Flavian line, 
which had been fiiii: ennobled by the Gothic 
Qaudius, defcended through feveral generati- 
ons; and Conftantine himfdf derived from his 
royal father the hereditary honours which he 
tranfmitted to his children, ITie emperor 
had been twice married. Minervipa, the ob- 

(6) Julian, in the Caefars, attempts to ridicule hia uncle. His 
fiiipidou» teftiiiroaty it coHfifmcd howeyer by the learned Spajthcim, 
with the authority of medals (See Commcntaire, p. Ij6f 299, 
397> 4S9)' £«fishH», Orat, c. 5>aHeges, that Conftantine dreffed 
for the public, not for himfelf. Were this admitted, the yaineft 
coxcomb could never want in ezcufe. 

fcure 
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ibure tat kwM db|«f<% ^f Ids yov^kfuA at(- 
taclbiiem (7>, kad leils MiA d^ly 6i^ ibtf, 
^^^lk> irsB^ daHed Gii^p^. By Fsttiftii, ^ 
<3a»:igbtef <$£ M£i:fi^ia^5 h^ bad thre^ ^Mgh- 
ter^ a^d thi^^ef fofi«i kn^wtv by th€ krndred 
B^uiesof C^nfta]»tiile^Q)ffftafitiu»$ and Cori- 
^ii&. The tiiiambitiottfi biroth^i^s of the grtaK: 
CofiftM4dfl«, ^litfeCkm^^fctititid, DalmafCiu9, and 
Hannibailfefiua (^), wtre ]^(grmkted to ehjoy 
ihevlM&hotuyta^le rank, and the lAoi^ affluent 
£lnrtime, tllat coald be confident ilrith a private 
••ftati<5«k Thefcrangttk of the three lived withotft 
S fwwnc, and died without pofterity. His two 
eiddt brothers obtained in marriage the daugh- 
ters of wealthy fenators, and propagated ne^ 
brandies of the Imperial race. Gallud and 
Jflfian afterwards became the moft illuftrious 
of the children of Julius Conftantiils, the Pa- 
trician, The two foils of DalmatiUiS, Who 
had been decorated with the vaift. title of 
Cenf$r, were named Dalitiatius atid Hanniba-- 
liamts. Tke two lifters of the great Con- 
fta^tine^ Aitaftafia and Eutropia, were b6- 
ftOWed OH Optatus anrd Nepotiamls, two fe- 
natOrs of noble birth and of cofifular dignity. 
Hig thi:rd Mer^ Conftantia, was diftingui&ed 
by her pre-eminence of greatnefs and of mi- 
fery. She remained the widow of the van- 
quiihed Licinius j and it was by her entrea- 
ties, that an iiifiocent boy, the offsipring of 

(7) Zofioms and Zonsras agree iir reprdbndng MtnClnrifii as 
the concubine of Conftantinex but Ducange has very gallantly 
refcued her charadfcer, by producing a deciilve paflage from one of 
the panegyrics: ** Ah i^fo fiflfc pueritia^ t'e matrin&onii lejj^ibus 

(S) pucaage (^amiliae fiyzantinae, p^ 44) heitows on hina, 
after Zonaras, the name of Conftantiiie ; a name foitiewhat un- 
likely, as it was already occupied ' by the elder brother. That of 
Hannibalianus is mentioned in the Pafchal chronicle, andf is 
a{$|)rbYed by TillemoQt) Hiil. de9 Empereun, torn, ir, p. 517. 

thciy 
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thdr marriage, preferved for fome time, his 
life, the title of CadTar, and a preoUious hope 
of the fucceflion. Befides the females, and 
the allies of the Flavian houfe, ten or twelve 
males, to whom the language of modem 
courts would apply the tide of princes of the 
blood, feemed, according to the order of 
their birth, to be deftined either to inherit or 
to fupport the throne of Conftantine. But 
in lefs than thirty years, this numerous and 
encreafing family was reduced to the perfons 
of Conftantius and Julian, who alone had 
. furvived a feries of crimes and calamities, 
fuch as the tragic poets have deplored in the 
devoted lines of Pelops and of Cadmus. 
Virtues of Crifpus, the eldeft fon of Conftantine, and 
Cnfpus, ^^ prcfumptive heir of the empire, is rcpre- 
fented by impartial hifiorians as an amiable 
and accomplilhed youth. The care of his 
education, or at leaft of his fiudies, was en- 
trufted to Ladantius, the moft eloquent of 
the Chriftians ; a praeceptor admirably quali- 
, fied to form the tafte, and to excite the vir- 
tues, of his illuftrious difciide (9). At the 
age of feventecn, Crifpus was invefted with 
the title of Caefar, and the adminiftration of 
the Gallic provinces, where the inroads of 
the Germans gave him an early occafion of 
fignalizing his military prowels. In the civil 
war which broke out foon afterwards, the father 
and fon divided their powers ; and this hiftory 
has already celebrated the valour as well as 

(9) Jcrom. in Chroh, The poverty of Ladlantius may be ap- 
plied either to the praife of the difinterefted philofopher, or to the 
fliame of the unfeeling patron, i^ee Tillemont^ Mem. Ecdefiaft. 
torn, vi, part i, p. 345. Dnpin, Bibliotheque Hccleliaft. torn, i, 
p. 20,^. Lardner*8 Credibility of the Oofpcl Hiftory, part ii, 
vol. vii. p. 66. 

con- 
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condud difplayed by the latter, in forcing 
the ftrcirfits of the Hcllefpont, fo obftinatdy 
defended by the fuperior fleet of Licihius. 
This naval viftory contributed to determine 
the event of the war ; and the names of Gon- 
ftantine and of Grifpus were united in the 
joyful acclamations of their eaftem fubje£b: 
who loudly proclaimed, that the world had 
been fubdued, and was now governed, by 
an emperor endowed with every virtue; and 
by his illuihious fon, a prince beloved of 
heaveny and the lively image of his father's 
perfe&ions. The public fiivour, which fel- 
dom accompanies old age, difUded its lufire 
over the youth of Crifeus. He deferved the 
efteem, and he engaged the afiedtions, of the 
court, the army, and the people. The ex- 
perienced merit of a reigning monarch is 
acknowledged by his fubjeos with reludance, 
and frequendy denied with partial and dif- 
contented murmurs; while, from the open- 
ing virtues of his fucceflbr, they fondly con- 
ceive the moft unbounded hopes of private 
as well as public felicity (16). 

This dangerous popularity foon excited j^^^y ^f 
the attention of Conflantine, who, both asconfUn- 
a father and as a king, was impatient of an^"*^ ^^^ 
equal. Infiead of attempting to fecure theoaobcno. 
allegiance of his fon, by the generous ties of 
conndence and gratitude, he refolved to pre- 
vent the mifchieS which might be apprehended 
from diflatisfied ambition. Crifpus foon had 
reafon to complain, that while his in&nt bro- 

(10) Eoieb. HUt IScdcfiaft. 1. x, c. 9. Eutrofiiiis (z. 6) ftylet 
liim, " egrcgium ▼irum'*; and Julian (Orat. t) very plainly alludes 
to the ezp}oiu of Crifpus in the civil war. See Spanheim. Com* 
mcnt, p. 9a. 

tiicr 
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th«r Gonftantim was fent^ with the tide of 
Cadar^ ta rtigft ovtf hk pecuKir dcpsffttottxt 
of die Gadlic prOvukCes (ti\ be^ k frimed Mf 
mftture yean, who had performed ibch recent 
and Sigjial iervkes^ iiiftead of being: ratfed to 
the fuperior rank of AugUftil9» Was eonfincd 
alntoft a prifimer to his father's court ^ a&d 
expofedi wkbout po^er or defence, to cvtvj 
cdlumny which the malice of hb etiemkl^ 
could fttggefi. Utider fueh painftd cireuoh- 
fiances^ Uie royal youth nught not always be 
able to compofe his behaviour^ or fuppre& hk 
difcontcint; and we tnay be ^ured^ that he 
was encompaffed by a train of rndsfcreet 6r 
perfidious followers, who afliduoitfly fiudied 
to inflame, and who were perhaps inflru&ed 
to betray, the unguarded warmth of hie 
A.n. 3a5»refentnient. An edict of Ck>nflantiRe> puk- 
oaobcr '.jifljg^j j^bo^t ^yg time, rtianifeftly indicates 

his teal or affeddd ful^ions^ thai( a fecret 
coBfpiracy had beeil formed againfl^ his per- 
£cm and government. By all the aUuremen^^ 
of honours and rewards, he invites informers 
of every degree to atrcufe without exception 
his magifirates or minifters^ bk friends or his 
moft imtimate favourites;, protefting, with a 
folemn affeveration, .thast he himfelf will 
Men to the charge, that ho himfelf witt ^re- 
venge his injuries ; and cctidndiBg with a 
prayer, which difcovcrs foide apprebenfion 
of danger, that the providence of the Suprem/e 

( X I ) Compstre Idatius and the Pafchal Chtomd*, wkb Ammlaiuu 
(I. i&v, c. 5). The year in which Conffantias was created Cxtat, 
feems to be more accurately fixed by the two chronologiih ; but the 
hiftbiiKn who lived ixl Hi» court, could dm Be ignorant df the diy of 
the anniverfary. For the appoilitment of the new Gacfar to* fife 
provinces of Gaul, fee Julian, Orat. i, p. 1%. Godefroy,. Chn»]iol. 
]>gumy p. 46, and Blondel de la Primautc de TEgliie^ p. 1 1S3. 

Being 
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JSeing may iHll continue to proted the fkfcty 
of the emperor and of the empire (12). 

The informers, who complied with fo libc»y«4«<«"* 
ral an invitation^were fufficiently yerfed in thccrifput, 
arts of com'ts to feled the friends and adhe^ a. 0, 3^1, 
rents of Crifpus as the guilty perfons; nor is'*^' 
there any reafon to diftnift the vetacity o£ 
the emperor, who had {Mromifed an ample 
meafure of revenge and punilhment. The 
p<^cy of Conftantine maintained, however^ 
the lame appearances of regard and confidence 
towards a fon, \y^hom he began to c(Mdider 
as his moft irrecpncileable enemy* Medals 
v(rere ftruck with the cuftomary vows for the 
long and aufpidous reign of the young Cae£ur 
(13); and u the people, who was not ad- 
mitted into the iccrets of the palace, ftiU 
loved his virtues, and refpeded his dignity, 
a poet who.folicits his recal from exile, adores 
with equal^ devotion the majefty of the father 
and that of the (on (14). The time was now 
arrived for cdcbrating the auguft ceremcmy 
of the twentieth year of the reign of Confian* 
tine ; and the emperor, for that puipofe, 
removed his court n:om Nicomedia to Rome, 
where the moft fplendid preparations had 
been made for his reception. Every eye, and 
every tongue, affedted to exprefc their £enfe 
of the general happinefs, and the veil of ce- 
remony and diffimulation was drawn for a 
while over the darkeft defigns of revenge and 

(li) Cod. Theod. 1. ix, tit. W. Godefroy funded the fecrct 
fiMti'ves of £htt hw, Coinment. torn, iii, p. 9. 

(1 j) Ducaage Fam. Byzaat. p. aS. TiUemoat, torn. £▼, p. 601. 

(14) Hit name yru Pofpfayrkift Optatianus. The date of hit 
ftnefyvk, written according t» the taAe of the age in vile acroftics^ 
is fettled by Scaliger ad Eiifeb. p. 150. Tillemont, torn* iv, p. 6o7» 
liHlFabricius Biblioth. Latin. L it, c i. 

murder 
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Diurder (15). In the midft of the fcftival, 
the unfortunate Crifpus was apprehended b7 
order of the emperor, who laid afide the 
tendemefs of a father, without afliiming die 
equity of a judge. The examination was 
fliort and private (16); and as it was thought 
decent to conceal the fate of the young prince 
from the eyes of the Roman people, he wa^ 
fent under a ftrong guard to Pola, in Iftria» 
where, foon afterwards, he was put to deaths 
cither by the hand of the executioner, or by 
the more gentle operation of poifon (17). 
The Caefar Licinius, a yduth of amiable man* 
ners, was involved in the ruin of Crifpus (1 ?); 
and the ftern jealoufy of £k)nftantine was un- 
moved by the prayers and tears of his far 
vourite fitter, pleading for the life of a fon ; 
whofe rank was his only crime, and whole 
lofs flie did not long furvive. TTie ftory of 

(ij) Zofim. 1. il, p. 10 J. Godefroy Chronol. i.egiim, p. »$• 

(16) AXffTfvc, vfitbout a triai, it the ftrong, and mbft prolnbly 
the juft ezpreffion of Suidas. The cider ViAor, who wrote under 
the next reign, fpeaks with becoming caution. ** Natft grandior 
*' inecrtum qua caus^, patrit judicio occidifiet " If we confuk 
the fucceeding writers, Eutropius, the younger Vidor, Orofiuty 
Jerom^ Zofimus, Philoftorgius, and Gregory of Tours; their 
knowledge will appear gradually to encre^e, as their means of 

* information muft have diminilhed ; a circumftance which frequently 
occurs in hiftorical difquifition. 

(17) Ammianus (1. ziv, c. ii) ufes the general ezpreffion of 
fttem^tum. Codinus (p. 34) beheads the young prince ; but Sido* 
nius, ApoUinaris, (Epiftol. v, 8) for the fake perhaps of an ami- 
thefis to Faufta's 'warm bath, chufes to adminifter a draught of 
«oitf poifon. 

. (18) Sororis filtum, commodx indolis juvenem. Eutropius x, 6. 
May I not be permitted to conjeAure, that Crifpus had manned 
Helena, the daughter of the emperor Licinius, and that on th< 
happy delivery of the princefs, in the year 322, a general pardon 
was granted by Conftantine \ See Ducange Fam. Byzant. p. 47, 
and the law (1. ix. tit. xxzvii) of the Theodofian Code, which 
has fo much embarraifed the interpreters. Godefroy, torn, iiii 
p. 167. 

thcfe 
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theie unhappy princes, the nature and evi- 
dence of their guilt, the forms of their, triat, 
and the circumftances of their death, were 
buried in myfierious obfcurity ; ^nd the 
courtly bifhpp, who has celebrated in an 
daborate work the virtues and piety of his 
hero, obferves a prudent filence on the fub- 
jeft of thefe tragic events (19). Such 
haughty contempt for the opinion of man- 
kind, whilft it imprints an indelible ftain on 
the memory of Confiantine, mufi remind us 
of the very different behaviour of one of the 
greateft monarchs of the prefent age. The 
Czar Petor, in the full poffeffion of defpotic 
power, fubmitted to the jud^ent of Ruflia, 
of Europe, and of ppflenty, the reafons 
which had conmelled him to fubfcribe the 
condemnation of a criminal, or at leaft of a 
degenerate, fon (26). 

The innocence of Crifpus was fo univeiially 1^ an- 
acknowledged, that the modern Greeks, whoP<»&P««i^ 
adore the memory of their founder, are 
reduced to palliate the guilt of a parricide, 
which the common feelings of human nature 
foribade them to juflify. They pretend, that 
as icon as the afflided father difcovcred the 
£il&hood of the accufation by which his cre- 
dulity had been fo fatally mifled, h^ PU^ 
iiflied to the world his repentance and re- 
morfe j that he mourned forty days, diuing 
which he abfbdned from the ufe of the bath, 
and' all the ordinary comforts of life ; afld 

. (19) See the Life of Con{bintine, particularly L it, c 19, M# 
Two hundred and- fifSty years afterwards Evagrius (L iii», ^ 41) 
deduced from the filence of Eufebius a vlin argument agauift tHt 
reality of the h6t, 

(so) Hiftoire dc Pierre le Gnmdt par Voltttrey part ii, c. x. 

that. 
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that, &«• the laftln^ inffariidion of pofterity, 
he creded a gf^dcn ftatue of Crifpus, with 
this memorable infcription: To my Son, 

WMOAf I UNJUSTLY CONDEMNED (21 )• A 

tale fo moral and fo interefting would deferve 
to be fupportcd by left exceptionable atitho- 
rity : fettt if we confult the more ancient and 
authentic writers, Aey will inform us, that 
the repentance of Conftantine was manifefted 
mily in aAs of blood and revenge; and that 
he attoned for the murder of an innocent fon, 
by the execution, perhaps, of a guilty wife^ 
'They afcribcd the misfortunes of Crtfpus to 
Ae arts of his ftcp-mother Faufta, whofe im- 
placable hatred, or whofe difeppointed love, 
renewed in the palace of Conftantine the an- 
dent tragedy of Hyppolitus and of Phaedra 
(^2). Like the daughter of Minos, the 
daughter of Maximian accufed her fon-in-Iaw 
of an inceihious attempt on the chaftity of 
1^ father^s wife ; and eafily obtained, frofn 
the jeakHify of the emperor, a fentence of 
death agasnft a young prince, whom fhe con- 
fidered with reafon as the moR^ formidable 
<5val of her own children. But Helena, the 
aged mother of Conftantine, lamented and 
itvenged the untimely fate of her grand- 
ftm Crifpus : nor was k long before a real of 
pretended (Efcovery was made, that Faufta 

tzi ) lo order ftp prpre tbat thttft»t2ie wu utAedhy Cenfajttiae, 
aa4 aftenyards oojiceakd by the. n^alice of the Ariaiis, CckIMm 
▼eiy readily creates (p. 34) two witneiTes, Hippolitus, and the 
younger Herodotus, to whole imaginary hiftories he appeals with 
iiaMyiftfag cQofiAeMe. 

^%%y Zednus (1. », p. 103) may be eonfidered as onr >ori^in4 
*iiw fngtmsatef -eC tl»e modems, afi^fted by a few hints ^omi jjie' 
^dentSy has illuftrated and improved his obfcure and imperfect 
i»r£SiiiY«. 

herfelf 
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htdiM jententaiaed a criminal coonedion wkh 
a flav« belonging to the Imperial fiables (^$)* 
Her condemnatioii and puniflunent were tkm 
inftant con&^foeaceg of the charge ; and the 
acbikerefs wae fuffocated by the fieam of a 
bath, which, for that purpofe, had been 
heat;ed to an extraordinary degree (24). By 
fome it wifi perhaps be thought, that the 
resnembrance of a conju^ union of twenty 
years, and the hcmour of their <:ooimon off* 
i^riag, the defiined heirs of tlie throne, might 
hsLve ^ftened the obdurate heart x>f Conftan* 
tine ; and perfuaded him to fufFer his wife, 
however gpilty flie might appear, to expiate 
her <^Eences in a fcditary prifon. But it feems 
a fiiperfiiious l^x)ur to weigh the propriety^ 
uidefs we could afcertain the truth, of this 
filigular event; which is attended with fome 
draunfiahces dF doubt and perpiexitv. Thofe 
wlvo have attacked, and thofe who have de« 
fended, the charader of Conftantine, have 
alike diiregarded two very remarkable paP 
iages of two orations pronounced under the 
fucceeding reign. The former celebrates the 
virtues, me beautv, and the fortune of the 
empre& Fauila, tne daughter, wife, After, 
and mother of fo many princes (25). The 

latter 

(15) Philoftofgius, 1. ii, c. 4. Zofimua (L ii, p. 1Q4» ii6X 
imputes to CoQilantine the death of two wives, of the innocent 
Faufta, and of an adulterefs who was the mother of his three fuc- 
ceflbrs. According to Jerom, three or four years eluilbd betwoen 
the death of Crifpus and that of FauiU. The eider Vidor It 
prudently 'filent. 

(24). If Faufta was put to death, it is Ttafonable to believe th«e 
the private apartments of the palace were the fcene of her execution. 
The orator Chnrfoftom induljg^s his fancy by cxpofinf the nake4 
enprefs on a defert mountain, to be devoured by wild Dca^ 

i^S) Julian. Orat. i. He feems to call her the mother of Crif- 
pus. She might affume that title by adoption. At lead, ihe was 

not 
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latter aflerts, in explicit termsy that the mo* 
ther of the younger Conftantine, who was 
flain three years after his father's death, fiir- 
vived to weep over the fete of her fon (26). 
Notwithftandmg the poiitive teftimony tof fe- 
vera! writers of the Pagan as well as of the 
Chriftian religion, there may ftill remain fome 
reafon to believe, or at lenSk to fufped, that 
Faufta efcaped the blind and fufpicions cru- 
elty of her hufband. The deaths of a fon, 
and of a nephew, with the execution of a 
great number of refpeftable, and perhaps in- 
nocent friends (27), who were involved in 
their fall, may be fufficient, however, to juf- 
tify the difcontent of the Roman people, and 
to explain the fatirical verfes affixed to the 
palace-gate, comparing the ^lendid and 
bloody reigns of Confiantine and Nero (28). 
^^?ff By the death of Crifpus, the inheritance of 
Cooftantinethe empire feemed to devolve on the three 
fons of Faufta, who have been already men- 
tioned under the names of Conftantine, of 
Conftantius, and of Conftans. Thefe young 

not confidered at his mortal enemy. Julian compares the fortune 
of Faufta with that of Paryiatis, the Perfian queen A Roman 
would have more naturally recollcded the fecond Agrippina : 
£t moi, qui fur le troue ai fuivi mes anc^tres; 
Moi fiUe, femme» foeur et mere de vos maitres. 

(a6) Monod. in Confiantin. Tun. c. 4, ad Calcem Eutrop. 
edit. Havercamp. The orator ftyles her the moft divine and pious 
of queens. 

(27) Interfecit numerofot amicoi. Entrop. zz, 6. 

(a8) Batumi aurea fiecnla quis requirat .' 
Sunt hacc gemmea, fed Neroniana. 

SidoB. ApoQinar. ▼. 8. 
It ia fomewhat fingular, that thefe fatirical lipes ihould be attributed 
not to an obfcure libeller, or a difappointed patriot, but toAblavius^ 
prime minifter and favourite of the emperor. We may now per- 
ceive that the imprecations of the Roman people were dilated by 
humanity, as well as by fuperftition. Zofim. 1. ii, p. 105. 

princes 
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princes were fucceffivdy invefted with the 
title of Cxiar; and the dates of their promo- 
tion may be referred to the tenths the twen- 
tieth, and the thirtieth years of the reign of 
their father (29). This condud, though it 
tended to multiply the future mailers of the 
Roman world, might be excufed by the par- 
tiality of paternal ^Sfedtion ; but it is not fo 
eafy to undcrftand the motives of the empe- 
ror, when he endangered the fafety both of 
his family and of his people, by the unnecef- 
fary elevation of his two nephews, Dal- 
matius and Hannibalianus. The former was 
raifed, by the tide of Cacfar, to an equality 
with his coufins. In favour of the latter, 
Conilantine invented the new and fingular 
appellation of Nobilifftmus (30) ; to which 
In? annexed the flattering diiHndion of 
a robe of puiple and gold. But of the 
whole feries of Roman princes in any age 
of the empire, Hannibalianus alone was dif- 
tin^uilhed by the title of King; a name 
which the fubjefts of Tiberius would have 
detefted, as the profane and cruel infult of 
capricious tyranny. The ufe of fuch a title, 
even as it appears under the reign of Conftan- 
tine, is a ftrange and unconnefted faft, which 
can fcarcely be admitted on the joint autho- 
rity of Imperial medals and contemporary 
writers (31). 

The 

(z9) Eufcb. Orat. in Conftantiii. c. 3. Thefe dates are Effi- 
ciently corre(5l to juftify the orator. 

(30) Zoiim. 1. il, p. 117. Under the predeceiTorg of Conftantine, 
NohUlJimus was a vague epithet, rather than a legal and determined 
title. 

(31) Adfbruunt nummi veteres ac fingulares. Spanheim de Ufu , 
Numifnat. DiiTertat. zii, vol. il, p. 357. Ammianus fpeaks of ^ 

• Vol, III. I this 
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Their edu- xi^c whclc empire was 4p^plY ^t^^f&P4 
cauon. .^ ^^ education of thefe five yoi^th^, the ac- 
knowledged fucceflbrs of Conftantine. The 
e^ercifes of the body prepared tjiiem for the 
iiatigues of war, aqd the duties of aftive life. 
Thole v^ho occafionally mention tl)e education 
or talents of Conftajitius, ^low that he ex- 
eelledin the gymnafiic arts of leaping and run- 
ning; that he was a dexterous archer, ^ 
iki^nil horfeman, and a Qiafter of all the dif- 
ferent weapons ufed in th^ fervice either of 
the cavaliy or of the infantry (32). The 
fame ^duou^, ciiltivation was beftowed, 
though not perhaps with equal fucceis, to 
improve the minds of jthe fons and nephews 
of Conftantine (33). The moft celebrated 
profeflbrs of the Chriftian faith, of the Gre- 
cian philofophy, and ef the Roman jurifff)!- 
dence, were invited by the liberality of the 
emperor, who relprved for himfelf the im- 
portant talk of inftruding the rqyal youthy 
in the fcience of government, and the know* 
ledge of mankind. But the genius of Con- 
ftantine himfelf had been formed by adverfity 
and experience. In the free intercourfe of 
private life, and amidft the dangers of the 
court of Galerius, he had learned to com- 

this Roman kin^ (1. xiv, c. i, and Valefiui ad loc). The Valefian 
fragment ftyles him King of kings; and the Pafchal Chronicle 
(p. a86), by employing the word Pnya, acquires the weight df Latin 
nrideace. 

(3a) Hit dexterity in martial exercifes is celebrated by Julian. 
(Orat. i, p. XI. Orat. ii, p. ^3)^ and allowed by Ammxanus 
(L xxi, c. 16). 

(33) Eufcb in Vit. Conftantm. 1. iv. c.jr. Jalian. Orat. i. 
p. XI — 16, with Spatiheim's elaborate Commentary. Lxbaninr^ 
Orat. iii. p. 109. Conftantxus ftudted with kiudable diligence; 
but the dnlneft of his fancy prerentcd him from fuccceding in the 
art of poetry, or erca of rhetoric. 

mand 
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ixiand his own paffions, to encounter thofe 
o£ his equals, and to depend for his prefent 
£afety and future greatnefs on the prudence 
and firmnefs of his perfonal conduct. His 
deitined fucceflbrs had the misfortune of. 
being bom and educated in the imperial pur- 
ple. Inceffantly furrounded with a train of 
flatterers, they pafled their youth in the en- 
joyment of luxury and expeftation of a 
throne ; nor would the dignity of their rank 
permit them to defcend from that elevated 
illation from whence the various chara&ers of 
human nature appear^ to wear a fmooth and 
uniform afped. The indulgence of Conftan- 
tine admitted them, at a very tender age, 
to ihare the adminiflration of the empire ; 
and they fludied the art of reigning at the 
cxpence of the people entrufted to their care. 
The younger Conftantine was appointed to 
hold his court in Gaiil; and his brother 
Conftantius exchanged that department, the 
ancient patrimony of their father, for the more 
oppulent, but lefs martial, countries of the 
Eail. Italy, the Weftern Dlyricum, and 
Africa, were accuftomed to revere Conftans, 
the third of his fons, as the reprefentative of 
the great Conftantine. He fixed Dalmatius 
on the Gothic frontier, to which he annexed 
the government of Thrace, Macedonia, and 
Greece. The city of Caefarea was chofen for 
the refidence of Hannibalianus ; and the pro- 
vinces of Pontus, Cappadocia, and the leffer 
Armenia, were defigned to form the extent of 
his new kingdom. For each of thpfe princes 
a fuitable eftablifiiment was provided, A juft 
proportion of guards, of legions, and of auxili- 
aries, was allotted for their refpedive dignity 
I 2 and 



ii6 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

and defence. The minifters and generalsr, 
who were placed about then* perfons, \v'ere 
fuch as Conftantitie could tnift ta affift, and 
even to control, thefe youthful fovefeigns iii 
, the exercife of their delegated power. As 
they advanced in years? and experience", the 
linrits of their authority were infenfibly en- 
larged : but the emperor always refervcd for 
himfelf the title of Auguftus ; and while he 
fliewed the Cafars to the^ armies and pro- 
vinces, he maintained every patt of the em- 
pire in equal obedience to its fupreftie head 
(34), The tranquility of the laft fom^tejeii 
years of his reign was fcarcely interrupted by 
the contemptible infurreftion of a camel-dri- 
ver in the iCand of Cyprus (35), or by the 
aftive part which the policy of Confiantine 
engaged him to affunie in the wars of the 
Goths and Sarmatians. 
Manneri of Amoug the different bratiche^ of the hurn^an 
the sarma-race, the Sarmatians form a very remarkable 
fiiade; as they feem to unite the manners 
of the Afiatic barbarians with the figure and 
complexion of the ancient inhabitants of 
F^irope. According to the various acddents 
of peace and war, of alliance or conqueft, 
the Sarmatians were fometimes confined to 
the banks of the Tanais ; and they fometimes 
fpread themfelves over the immenfe plains 

(34) Ettfcbias (1. iir, c. ji, 51), tffth a defign of ezakin^ the 
Authority and glory of ConflantiAt, affirms, that he diTided the 
Roman empire as a private citizen might hate divided hit patrimony. 
His diftribntion of the provinces may be coUeded from Bufiropiusy 
the two Vidors, and the Valeiian fragment. 

(55) Calocerns, the obfcure leader of this rebellion, or rather 
tomult, was apprehended and btirnt alive in the market-pla£e of 
Tarfus, by the vigilance of Dalmatkw. See the elder Viftor, the 
the Chronicle of Jerom, and the doubtful traditions of Theophaa^s 

and Cedrcnus. 

which 
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whkh lie between the Viftula and the Volga 
(36). The care of their numerous flocks and 
herds, the purfuit of game, and the exer- 
dfc of war, or rather of rapine, direfted the 
vagrant motions of the Sarmatians. The 
moveable camps or cities, the ordinary refi- 
dencc of their wives and children, confifted 
only of large waggons drawn by oxen, and 
covered in the form of tents. The military 
ih-ength of the nation was compofed of ca- 
valry ; and the cuftom of their warriors, to 
kad in their hand one or two fpare horfes, 
enabled them to advance and to retreat with 
a rapid diligence, which furprifed the fecurity 
and duded the purfuit, of a diftant enemy 
(37), Their poverty of iron prompted their 
rude induftry to invent a fort of curiafs, 
which W21S capable of refifting a fword or 

i'avelin, though it was formed only of horfes 
loofs, cut into thin and polifhed flices, care- 
fully laid over each other in the manner of 
fcales or feathers, and ftrongly fcwed upon 
an under garment of coarfc hnen (38), The 
offenidve arms of the Sarmatians were fliort 
daggers, long lances, and a weighty bow 
with a quiver of arrows. They were re- 
duced to the neceflity of employing fifli-bones 
for the points of their weapons; but the cuf* 

(3^) Cellarius has collcded the ^fmiom of th( ancients concern- 
iQg the European and Afiatic Sarmatia; and M* d'Anville has ap* 
plied them to modern jgeography with the (kill and accuracy which 
Always difUn^^uifiies that exceUent writer. 

(37) Anuman. 1. xviL c xi. The Sarmatian horfes were caf- 
tnted, to preyent the mifchievous accidents which might happen 
from the noify and ungovernable palfions of the males. 

(3S} Pauiianias, 1 i. p. 50. edit. Kuhn. That inqnifitive tra- 
veller had carefully examined a Sarmatian cuirafs, which was prer 
^cd in the temple of ^fculaphu at Athens. 

torn 
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tx>m of dij^ing them in venemous liquor, 
that poifoned the wounds which they in- 
flided, is alone fufficieiit to prove the tao& 
£ivage manners; fince a people imprefled 
withafenfe of humanity woiild have abhorred 
£o cruel a pra6tice, and a nation fldlled in 
the arts of war would have difdained fo im- 
potent a refource (39). Whenever thefe Bar- 
barians iflued from their deferts in qiteft of 
prey, their fhaggy beards, uncombed locks, 
the fars widi wmch they were covered from 
head to foot, and their fierce countenances,^ 
which feemed to expreis the innate cruelty 
of their minds,^ in^ired the iQore civilized 
provincials of Rome with horror and dif- 
may. 
Their fct- The tender Ovid, zitcx a youth fpent in 
^^Sl the enjoyment of fame and luxury, was con- 
Papube. demned to an hopelefs exile on the frozen 
banks of the Danube, where hewasexpdfed, 
almoft without defence, to the fury of the 
monfiers of the defcrt, with whofe ftearn -^i- 
rits he frared that his gentle fhade might here^ 
after be confounded/ In his pathetic, but 
foinetimes unmanly lamentations (40), he de- 

fcpibes 

(i9) Afptcis et mitti fub snluixco tpzicst ferro, 
£t telum caufas mortis habere duas. 

OvW, ex Ponto, 1. iv,.ep. 7^ yer. 7, 
See itt the Rccbcrchcs jfiir les Araericams, torn, ii, p. 236^-^2.71, a 
very curious diilertation On poifoned darts. The- veBom yf^ coih- 
inonty esctraded - from the ▼egetaMe reign; but thajt dsiployed by 
the Scythians appears to have Been drawn from the viper;' and* a' 
nrixtur* of hunan.btoodk Th^ ufe of poiibped. arvWi r^eh has 
been fprcad over both worlds, never, prufcryeii * ivmgfi tribe from. 
the arms of a difcipliiied enemy. 

. (40J The nmc books, of Boeti^»l Epiftlq^ ivh^cji Ovid.c0mjK»iVd 
during the f^yep firft y«a^ of his me^anjchoiy oidle, voSeS^t befides, 
the merit of elegance, a dftubte vjjuc Theji eihibit a.piiftureof 
)rhe human mind under very iingylar'clrcianilances; and ^eycon* 

tain 
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fcribcs in the moft lively cpldiii^, tlic drefi 
and ihaiimers, the arms^ aiid iiiroads of the 
Getae ahd Sarmatians, who \*^ere affociafed 
for the purpofes of deihTi£K6h; and from 
the accounts of hiftory, there is fome rcafoii 
to believe that thefe Sarinatiafis' were the 
Jazygae, one of the mdft Numerous and war- 
like tribes of the nation. The alhirements 
of plenty engaged them to feds: a permaiieht 
eftablifhinent on the frontiers of the enipire. 
Soon after the reign of Aumftus, they ob- 
liged the Dadans, who fubmled by fifliing 
on the banks of the river Teyfe or Tybifcus, 
to retire into the hilly countiy, and to aban- 
don to the viftorious Sarmatians the fertile 
plains of the Upper Hungary, which are 
bounded by the courfe of the Dantflbe and 
the femi-cirde indofiire of tlie Carpathian 
mountains (4t). In this advantageous pofi- 
tion, they watched or fufpended the moment . 
of attack, as they were provoked by injuries 
or appeafed by prefents ; they graduaSy ac^ 
quired the fldll of iifing more dangerous 
weapons ; and although the Sarmatians did 
not illuftrate their name by any memorable 
exploits, they occafionally aflifted their eafiern 
and weftem neighbours, the Goths and the 
Germans, ^th a formidable body of cavalry. 
They lived under the irregular ariftocracy of 

tain many curious ob(ervations, which no Roman, except Ovid, 
cotdd have an opportunity of making;. E^cry circumilance which 
ubdt to illuftrate the hinory of tl^e Barbarians, has been drawn 
together by the very accurate Count de Buat. Hift. AQcienne dea 
Peuples de TEurope, torn. !▼, c. rvi, p. a*6— 317. 

(41) The Sarmatians Jazygas were fettled on the banis of the 
Pathiflut or Tihifcus, when Pliny, in the year 79, publiflied his 
Neural Hiftory. See L iv, c. 25. In t^e time of Strabo and Ovid, 
fiity or fevetity ye^rs before, they appear to have inhabited beyond 
ti^ Cet2, along the coaft of th« Euzine* 

theijr 
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their chieftains (42) ; but after they had re- 
ceived into their bofom the fugitive Vandals, 
who yielded to the preffure of the Gothic 
power, they feem to have chofen a king from 
that nation, and from the illuftrious race of 
the Aftingi, who had formerly dwelt on the 
ihores of the Northern ocea^ (43). 
The Gothic This motive of enmity muft haye inflamed 
33"' ^ ^'the fubjefts of contention, which perpetually 
arife on the confines of warlike and inde- 
pendent nations. The Vandal princes were 
fiimnlated by fear and revenge, the Gothic 
kings a^ired to extend their dominion from 
the Euxme to the frontiers of Germany ; and 
the waters of Maros, .a fmall river which falls 
intp the Tipyfs, were ftained with the blood 
of the con^^nding Barbarians. After fome 
experience of the fiiperior ftrength and num. 
bers of their adverfaries, the Sarmatians im- 
plored theprofeftion pf the Roman Monarch, 
who beheld with pleafure the difcord of the 
nations, but who was juftly alarmefj by th^ 
progrefs of the Gothic arpis. As foon ' a? 
Gonftantine had declari^d himfelf in favour pf 
the weaker party, jtbe h^yghty Araric, king 
of the Gptl|s. imtead of ^xpeding the 
attack, pf the Legions, boldly paffed the Da- 
nube, and ipread terror ap4 devaftatiqn 
through" the province of Masfia, To oppofe 

(4a) Pirincipcs Sarmataninj Jazygvm penes quw civitatis regi- 
men . . . plebem ^uoque et vim equitum qu& fola valent ofFerebant. 
Tjicit. pitt. uL 5. * Tbis offer was made in the ciyil war between 
V^tellius and y c^fian. 

(43) This hypothefis of a. Vandal king reigning oyer Sai^atxaQ 
fubjeds, feems neceflary to reconcile the Goth Jomandes with the 
(Greek and , Latin hiftorians of Conftantine. It may be obfervcd 
that Ifidore, who hved in §pain \inder the dominion of the Goths, 
gtVet them for enemies, not the Vandals, but the Sarmatians. 
jtkc his Chronicle in Grotijis, p. 7oy. ' " 

the 
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the inroad of this deftroying hoft, the aged 
emperor took the field in penon ; but on this 
ocodion either his condu& or his fortune be- 
trayed the glory which he had acquired in fo 
many foreign and domeftic wars. He had 
the mortification of feeing his troops fly be- 
fore an inconfiderable detachment of the 
Barbarians, who purfued them to the edge of 
their fortified camp, and obliged him to con- 
fult his fafety by a precipitate and ignominious 
retreat. The event of a fecond and more fuc- 
cefsful aflion retrieved the honour of the Ro- 
man name ; and the powers of art and difci- 
pline prevailed, after an obftinate contefi, 
over tne efforts of irregular valoiur. The bro- 
ken army* of the Goths abandoned the field of 
battle, the waited province, and the paffage to 
)Khe Danube: and although the eldeft of thefpns 
of Con^antinewaspeiimttedtofu^ place 

of his father, the meritof tie viaory, which a. d. 33*, 
difiufed univerfal jpy^ was afcrib^ jto th.eApn* *<>• 
aufpidous counfds pf the emperor himfelf* 

He contributed^ at kaft, to imprpve this 
advantage, by his negociations with the free 
and warlike people of Cherfonefi^s (44)^ 
whofe capital, utuate on the wefiern coaft of 
theTauric or Crimean peninful^, itill retained 
fome yeftiges of a Grecian colony, and was gor 
yemed by a perpetual magiftrate, affifted by 

f44) I may fiand in ncted of fome 9ipo]»gf (or ]uiTiii|f vfed^ 
irathottt Ibrsple, the antherity of Confiandne Poqibyrogenitiit, in 
all that relates to the wan and negociations of the Chenonites. I 
am aware that he was a Greek of the tenth century, and that hit 
acconnts .of ancient hiftory are frequently confufed and fabulous. 
But OB this occiium his larrati^e is» for the moft part, confiftcat 
and prohable ; nor is there much 'difficulty in conceiving that aa 
emperor might have acceis to fome iecret archives, imch had 
efcaped the diligence of meaner hiftorians. For the iituation and 
hiftory of CKeifoBc, fee Peyflbnel des Peuples barhares qui ont 
iubitc ks BordsduDasnbe, c. xri, p. 84-— 90. 

a council 
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a council of fenators, cmphaticaBy ftyled tfie 
Fathera of die City, The ChcrfoniteS i^^6 
aiHitiated againft the Goths, by the fnemory 
of the wars which, iii the preceding ctotra^, 
xhef had maintained with unequal forces 
ag;amft the invaders of theif country. They 
were coftnefted with the Romans by the nni- 
tual benefits of commerce ; as they were fup- 
plied from the proviilccfs of Afiawith corn andf 
manufaAures, which they purchafed with 
th^ only productions, fait, wax, 2tnd hides. 
Obedient to Ae rtquHition of Conftantine, 
they prepared, imder the cowrfuA of their 
ma!eiftrate Diogenes, tL confiderable artny, of 
which the principal ftrength cdrififtediri crofe- 
bows and nntilitary chariots. The fpeedy 
nliarch and intrepid attack of the Cherfonites^ 
by inverting the ittentibn of th^ CothS, af- 
itfted the operations of the Iriipdial Gene- 
rils. The Goths, vacnquiflied on every fide, 
were driven into tihe mountains, yhere, in 
the courfe of a fevere campaign, above ofie 
hundred thoiifand were computed to have 
periflied by coH and hunger. • Pfeace wjts 
at. length granted to their humble fbppli- 
ca:tion; the eldeft fon of Araric was accepted 
as the moft valuable hoftage ;' and Coiiftantiii^ 
endcavoin-ed to convince theh- chiefs, by a: 
, liberal diftribution of honours and rewards, 
how far the friendlhip of the Romans was 
preferable to their enmity. In the expreffions 
of his gratitudle towards the feithftil CheHb- 
nites, the emperor was ftiU nu)re magmfioent« 
The pride of the nation was gratified by the 
ftlendid and almoft royal decorations be- 
ftowed on their magiflrate and his fuceeflbrs. 
A perpetual exemption from alt duties was 

ftipulated 
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fiipulated for their vdlels which traded to th^ 
ports of d&e Black Sea. A regular fabfidy was^ 
promifed, of iron, corn,oil, amiof creryfupply 
which could be rdeful either in peace or war. 
But it was thought that the Sarmadans were 
ihffiqiendy rewarded by their deliverance 
from impending mm ; and the emperor, per- 
haps with too &nA an oeconomy, dedu^d 
fonie part of the expences of the war from 
the cidtomary gratifications which weire al- 
lowed to that turbulent nation* 

Exafperated by this apparent iiegled:^ the^xpiiUion 
Sarmatians foon forgot, with die lefity of «f ^« ««•- 
Barbarians, the fervices which they had foX!D!^34. 
lately received, and the dangers which ftiS 
dureatened their fafety. Their inroads oH the 
territory of the empire provoked the indig- 
nation of Conftantine to leave them to them 
fate ; and he ik> longer oppo&d the ambid6n 
of Geberic, a renowned warrior, who had 
recendv afcended the Gothic throne. Wifu- 
mar, mc Vandal kin^, whilfi alone and un- 
sifted, he defended nis dominions with un- 
daunted courage, was vanqfuiflied and (Iain in 
a decifive bat]t& which fwept away die flower 
of the Sarmadan youth. The remainda: of 
the nadon embraced the defperate expedient 
of arming dieir flaves, a hardy race of hun- 
.ters and herdfmen, by whofe tumultuary aid 
diey revenged their defeat, and expelled the ,; 

invader from their confines. But they foon 
difcovered that they had exchanged a foreign 
for a domeftic enemy, more daneerous and 
more implacable. Enraged by their former 
fcrvitnde, elated by their prefent glory, the 
fkves, under the name of Limigantes, claimed 
ijinii ufurped the pofleffion pf die country 

which 
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which they had faved. Theu* mafters, ua- 
able to withftand the ungoverned fury of the 
populace, preferred the hardfhips of exile, 
to the tyranny of their fervants. Some of 
the fugitive Sarmatians folicited ale{s ignomi- 
luous dependence, under the hofiile ftandard 
of the Goths. A more numerous band retired 
beyond Uie Carpathian Mountains, among the 
Quadi, their German allies, and were eaiily 
admitted to (hare a fuperfluous wafte of uncul- 
tivated land. But the far ^eater part of the 
diftre0cd nation turned their eyes towards 
the fruitful provinces of Rome. ' Imploring 
the protedion and forgivene& of the emperor, 
they folemnly promi^d, as fubje^in peace, 
and as foldiers in war, the moft inviolable 
fidelity to the empire which fhould moft gra- 
doufly receive them into its bofom. Accord* . 
iiig to the maxims adopted by Probus and his 
fucceilbrs, the offers of this Barbarian colony 
were eagerly accepted ; and a competent por- 
tion of lands in the provinces of Pannonia, 
Thrace, Macedonia and Italy, wereimmedi-. 
ately affigned for the habitation and fubfift- 
cnce of three hundred thoufand Sjumati-. 
ans (45). 
f ^ o?^ ^y chaftifing the pride of the Goths, and 
ConftanSnehy accepting the homage of afuppUantnatis 

A. D» 335. . 

July ftj. ^^^ ^ yi^^ Gothic and Samiatian wart arc related in fo broken an4 

.4^ imperfeA a manner/ that I have been obliged to eonipare thefol- 

lowing writers, who mutvally fupply, corred, and iuuftratc each 
other. Thofe who will take the fame tvouble, may ae^uire a right 
of crhicifiog my nanative. Ammianus, I, zvii, c. 1%, Anonym. 
Valeflan, p. 7x5. . Eutrc^ius z, 7. Seztus Rufu» de ProTinciis^ 
c. 26. Julian. Orat. i, p. 9, and Spanheim Comment, p. 94.- 
Hieronym. in Chron-. Eufeb. in Vit. .Conftantin. 1, iv, c. 6. 
Socrates, 1. i, c 18. Sozemen. L t, c. 8. '2Sofimus, 1. ii, p. 108. 
Jornaodes de Reb. Oeticis, c. %%, IGdoms in Chron. p. 709 ; \p 
Hid. Gothorum Grotii. Conftantin. Porphyrogcnitys de AdmipiAfat. 
Imperii, c 53, p. ao9, edit. Meurfii. 

on. 
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<)&, Conftantine aflerted the majefty of the 
Roman empire ; and the ambafladors of ^thi- 
opia, Perfia, and the moft remote coimtries 
of India, congratulated the peace and prof- 
perity of his government (46). If he reck* 
oned, among the favours of fortune, the 
death of his eldeft fon^ of his nephew, and 
perhaps of his wife, he enjoyed an uninter- 
rupted flow of private as well as public feli- 
city, till the thirteenth year of his reign ; a 
period which none of nis predeceflbrs, fince 
Augufius, had been permitted to celebrate. 
Conftantine furvived that folemn feftival 
about ten months ; and at the mature age of 
fixty-four, after a fhort illnefs, he ended his 
memorable life at the palace of Aquyrion, in 
the fuburbs of Nicomedia, whither he hadA.D. 337, 
retired for the benefit of the air, and with^*^ **• 
the hope of recruiting his exhaufted firength 
by the ufe of the warm baths. The excef- 
five demonftrations of grief, or at Icaft of 
mourning, furpafled whatever had been prac- 
tifed on any former occafion. Notwitfrand- 
ing the claims of the fenate and people of an- 
cient Rome, the corpfe of the deceaied cmpe-» 
ror, according to his laft requeft, was tranf- 
ported to the city^ which was deftined to 
preferve the name and memory of its founder. 
The body of Conftantine, adorned with the 
vain fymbols of greatnefs, the purple and 
diadem, was depofited on a golden bed in 
one of the appartments of the palace, which 

(46) Eufcbini (in Vit. Conft. 1. iv, c. 50) remarks three circttm* 
ftances relative to thefe Indians, i. They came from the (horet 
of the eaftem oecan ; a defcfiption which might be avpUed to the 
coaft of China or CoromaBdcl. i. They prdfented diining gems, 
and unknown animals. 3* They protefted their kings had ere^tei 
(iatues to reprefent the fupremp majefty of Conftaittine. 

for 
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for diatpurpofe had been fplendidly furniflied 
and illummated. The forms of the court 
were flxiftly maintained. Every day, at the 
appointed hours, the principal officers of the 
fiate, the army, and the houfehold, ap- 
proaching the perfon of their fovereign with 
bended knees and a compofed countenance, 
offered thdr refpedful homage as ferioilfiy as 
if he had been ftill alive. From motives of 
policy, this theatrical reprefentation was for 
ibme time continued ; nor could flattery ne^ 
gleft the opportunity of remarking that Con- 
ftantine 9lone, by the peculiar indulgence of 
heav^, had reigned after his death (47). 
FauSUoDs of But this reign could fubfift only in empty 
the court, pageantry ; and it was foon difcovered that 
the will of the moft abfolute monarch is fel- 
dom obeyed, when his fubjefts have no 
long^any thing to hope from his favour, or 
to dread from his rcfentment. The fame 
miniftars and generals who bowed with 
fuch reverential awe before the inanimate 
corpfe of their deceafed fovereign, were en* 
gaged in fecret confultations to exclude his 
two nephews, Dalmatius and Hannibalianus, 
from the (hare which he had affigncd them in 
the fucceffion of the empire. We are too im- 
perfedly acquainted with the court of Con- 
ftantine to form any judgment of the real mo- 
tives which influenced the leaders of the con- 
fpiracy ; unlefs we fliould fuppofe that they 
were aftuatcd by a fpirit of jealoufy and re- 

. (4^7) Fuous r<Ia£«m in urbepi ftii nominis, quojd fane P. R. 
^Bgemme tuUt. Aureliu* Vi<5lor. ConftaQtine had pi.epared for 
biffi£plfy a iUt^ely tomb in the church of the Holy ApoiUea. Eufeb. 
1. iv, c. ^. The hej^, ^nd indeed almoft the only account oJF the 
fickads, . death, and fvtaeir al of Conftantine i« co&tai&ed in ^e fourth 
book of his, Life, by Eyfe^ius. 

vengc 
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v«ige agaibaft the praefeA Ahlavius, a j^oud 
favouiite, who had long direfted the counsels 
and abufed the confidence of the late empe- 
ron The arguments, by which they foUi- 
cited the concurrence of the foldiers and peo- 
ple, are of a more obvious nature : and they 
might with decency, as well as truth, infift 
on the fuperior rank of the children of Con* 
fiine, the danger of multiplying the number 
of fo^ereigns, and the impendmg lAifchiefs 
which threatened therepublic,from the difcord 
of fo many rival princes, who were not con- 
neded by the tender fympathy of fraternal af- 
fedion. The intrigue was conduced witli 
zeal and fecrecy, till a loud and unanimous 
declaration was procured from the troops, that 
they would fuffer none except the fons of 
their lamented monarch, to reign over the 
Roman empire (48). The younger Dalmatius, 
who was united with his collateral relations 
by the ties of friendfhip and intereft, is al- 
lowed to have inherited a confiderable fhare 
of the abilities of the great Confiantine : but, 
on this occafion, he does not appear to have 
concerted any meafures for fupporting, by 
arm$, the juft claims which himfelf and his 
royal brother derived from the liberality of 
their uncle. Aftonifhed and overwhelmed 
by the tide of popular ftiry, they feemed to 
have remained without the power of flight or 
of refiilance, in the hands of their implacable 
enemies. Their fate was fufpended till the 

(48) Euicbitts (1. iv, c. 6) tenninates hk narratiTC hj this loyal 
declaration of the troops, and avoids all the iimdioiis drcumibuiceft 
of the fuhfequent mafTacre. 

arrival 
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arrival of Conibntius, the fecond (49)^ aitd 
perhaps the moft favoured, of the fons of 
Conftantine. 
Miflacreof The voice of the dyinff emperor had rc- 
**^* ''*"^*^ commended the care of his funeral to the 
piety of Conflantius ; and that prince by the 
vicinity of his eaflcrti ftation, could eafily 
prevent the diKgence of his brothers, who 
refided in their diftant government of Italy 
and Gaul. As foon as he had taken poflef- 
fion of the palace of Conftantinbple, his firit 
care was to remove the apprchenfions of his 
kinfmen, by a folemn oath, which he pledged 
for their fecurity. His next employment was 
to find fome fjpecious pretence which might 
releafe his confcience from the obligation of* 
an imprudent promife. The arts of fraud 
were made fubfervient to the deiign of cru- 
elty ; and a manifefl forgery was attefled by 
a perfon of the moft facred charafter. From 
the hands of the bifhop of Nicomedia, Con- 
ftantius received a ftital fcroll, affirmed to be 
the genuine teftament of his father ; in which 
the emperor expreflcd his fufpicions that he 
had been poifoned by his brothers; and con- 
jured his fons to revenge his death, and to 
confult their own fafety by the punifhment 
of the guilty (50). Whatever reafons might 

(49) The chara^cf of Dalmatius it advantageoufly, though con- 
cifely drawn by Eutropius (x, 9). Balmatzus Caefar profperrimi 
indole^ neque patruo abfiniilis, baud multo poft, oppreiTus eft fa&i- 
one miiiuri. Ai both Jerom and the Alexandrian Chronicle men- 
tion the third year of the Cxfar, which did not commence till the 
z8th or 24th of September, A. D. 337, it it certain that thefe 
military fadions continued above four months. 

(50} I have related this fingular anecdote on the authority of 
Philoftorgiuty 1. ii, c. 16. But if fttch a pretext was evcir ufeid by 
Conftantine and his adherents^ it was laid afide with contempt, as 
foon at h had ferved their immediate purpofe. Athanaiius (torn, i, 
p. S56) mentions the «ath which Conftantius had taken for the 
fecurity of hi« kiafmen. 

have 
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have been aDeged by thefeunfortunate princes 
to defend their life and honour againft fo in- 
credible an accufadon, they were iilenced by 
the furious clamours of the foldiers, who de- 
clared themfelves, at once, their enemies, 
their judTCS, and their executioners. The 
fpirit, and even the forms of legal proceed- 
ings were repeatedly violated in a proipifcu- 
ous maflacre ; which involved the two uncles 
of Conftantius, feven of his couifinsy of 
whom Dalmatius and Hannibalianus were the 
moft illuftrious, the Patrician Optatus, who 
had married a fifter of the late emperor, and 
the Prarfeft Ablavius, whofe power and riches 
had infpired him with fome hopes of obtain- 
ing the purple. If it were neceuary to aggra- 
vate the horrors of this bloody fcene, we 
might add, that Conftantius hinuelf had ef- 
poufed the daughter of his uncle Julius, and 
that he had beuowed his lifter in marriage on 
his couiin Hannibalianus. Thefe alliances, 
which the policy of Conftantine, regardlefs of 
the public prejudice (51), bad formed between 
the fevcral branches of the Imperial houfe, 
ferved only to convince mankind, that thefe 

(51) Conjiigia fobrinamm diu ignorata, tempore addito percre- 
buifle. Tacit. Annal. xii, 6, and Lipiias ad loc. I'he repeal of 
the ancient law, and the pradlice of five hundred yean, were infuf- 
ficient to eradicate the prejudices of theRomani, who ftill consi- 
dered the marriages of coufins-german, as a'fpecies of imperfe(5fc 
inceft (Auguftin de Civitate Dei, xv, 6) ; and Julian, whofe mind 
was biafled by fuperftition and refentment, ftigmatizes thefe unna- 
tural alliances between his own coufins with the opprobrious epithet 
of T^oftafv Ti ev yaueo* (Orat. vii, p. 228). The jurifpnidence of the 
canons has fince revived and enforced this .prohibition, without 
being able to introduce it cither into the civil or the common law of 
Europe. See on the fub}c(% of th^fc raarriaget, Taylor'^ Civil Law, 
p. 33J. Brouer de Jure ConaHb. 1. ii, c la. Hericourt desLoix . 
£cc-!c(iaftiques, part Hi, c. /. Fleury Inftitutions du Droit Cano- 
ni(|ue, tom. i, p. 331, Paris 176;, and Fra-Paolo Iftoria del , 
ConcUio Trident. 1. viti. 

Vol.. III. K princes 
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prkiccs^ wei'e as odd to tliie endieignvients of 
conju^ a£feAipni via tbcy were iflfeoiibte ta 
the ties of co^t^gakiity^ and the moyn)^. 
entreaties of yoit^ and innocence. Of ft> 
nuaierous a family, G alius and Julian alone, 
the two youngi^t childt^n of^jalit^ Gonftto- 
tius, were faved fi:ona the hin^s of th^ aafef- 
fins, tiU thoit' rage, fatiated with flaughter^ 
had in fome meafure fubiided. The ena^ror 
GonftantijUfi, who, in the abfence of hisbro- 
therS) w^s the moft obnoxious to guili and 
i:eproach, difcovered on fome future occafi- 
ons, a faint and traafient remor fe for thofe 
cruelties which the perfidious coun&ls of his 
n[iinifteri^ and the irrififtiWe violence of the 
troops, had e^s-tOTted from hds unexperienced 
youth (52). . 
Divifion of The mafi^cre of the Flavian race was fuc— 
^^^^P^'^'cceded by a new divifion of the provinces ;- 
sci>t.i^^^' which was ratified in a perfonal interview of 
the three brothers. Gonfiantine^ the eldeft. 
of the Gsefars, obtained^ with a certain pre* 
enunence*6f rank, the pofleffion of the new. 
capital, which bore his own name and that 
of his fatten Thrace, and the countries of 
the eaft, were allotted for the patrimony of 
Conftantius ; and Gonftans was acknbw>- 
ledged as the lawful fovereign of Italy, Africa, 
and the weftern IByricum. The armies fub- 
mitted to their hereditary right ; and they 
condefcended^ afler fome delay, to accept 

(S%\ Julian (ad S, P. Q^ Athen. p. 370) diarges his coufin- Con- 
ftantiu* with the whole guilt of a maffacrc, from which he himfelf 
fo narrowly efcaped. Hi$ aflertion is confirmed by Athan^us^ who» 
for reafons of a very different nature, was. not lefs an eaemy of 
Conilantius (torn, i, p. 856). Zofimus joins in the fame accufitign. 
But the three abbrcviators, Eutropius and the Vigors, ufc very 
qualifying cxpreffions; •* finente potius ^%»m jubente;** " incertum 
** quo fuafore; " vi militom.** 

from. 
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firom the Roman fenate, the tide of Augiiflia. 
When they firft aflumed the reigns of govern- 
menty the ddeft of thefe princes was twenty'- 
oac, the fecond twenty^ and the third only 
feventeen years of age (53). 

While die martial nadons of Europe fol-s^Mw Uof 
lowed the ftandards of his brothers, Con.J|[^«^^ 
ftanthiSy at the head of the effeminate troops * ' ^^^ 
of Afia, was left to fuftain the weight of the 
Perfian war. At the dece^e of Conftantine, 
the throne of the eafi was filled by Sapor, fon 
of Honnottz, or Hormifdas, and grandfon 
of Narfes, who, after the victory of Galerins, 
had humbly confefled the fuperiprity of the 
Roman power. Although Sapor was in the 
tjbirtieth year of his long re^, he was ftUl 
in the vigourof youth, as ue date of his 
acceflioQ, by a very ftrange fatality, had pre^ 
ceded tibat of his birth. The wife of Hor- 
mouz remained pregnant at the time of her 
huftand's death ^ and the uncertainty of the 
fex, as well as of the event, e^cit^ the am- 
bitions hopes of the princes of the houfe of 
Saffan. The apg)rehenfion3 pf civil war were 
at length removed, by theppflidve af&irance 
of tlie Magi, that die ynoow of Hormouz 
had conceive49 ?W wpuld fafely produce, a 
fon.. Obedient to the voice of fuperftition, 
the Pcrfians prepared, without delay, the ce- 
remony of his coronation. A royal bed, on 
wliich the queen lay in ftate, was exhibited 
IB the midft of the palace y the diadem was 
placed on the ^t, which nught be fyppofed 

(53P) StaSdb, in Vh. Conftaiuiii. L lv» c. ^. Zofimus, 1. ii, 
«. ny, Idtt. in Chmn. Six tnp nates of Tilkmont» Hift. del 
Emperenrt, torn, ivj p. 1086 — 1091. Tlie rdgn of. the eldeft 
brother at Con|b^]iti|^pI< \y A9tKC(l.QnI|r.Mi Uie A^exa^dtiaA C2u:ojH- 
^• 

K 2 to 



i3« THE DECLINE AN6 FALL 

to conceal the future heir of Artaxerxes, and 
the proftrate Satraps adored the majefty of 
their vifible and infenfible fovereign (54> If any 
criedit can be given to this marvellous tale, which 
feems however to be countenanced by the 
manners of the people, and by the extraor- 
dinary duration of his reign, we muft ad- 
mire, not only the fortune, but the genius, 
of Sapor. In the foft fequeftered education 
c^ a Perfiaii haram, the* roy^l youth could 
difcovcr the importance of exercifing the vi- 
gour of his mind and body; and, by his 
peribnal merit, deferved a throne, on which 
he had been feated, while he was yet uncon- 
fcious of the duties and temptations of abfo- 
liite power. His minority was expofed to 
the almoft inevitable calamities of doineftic 
difcord ; his capital was fiirprifed and plun- 
dered by Thai'r, a powerful king of Yemen, 
or Arabia ; and the majefty of the royal fa- 
mily Was degraded by the captivity of a 
princcfs, the fifter of the deceafed king. But 
SES fooh as Sapor attained the age of nianhood, 
the prefumptuoiis Thair, his nation, and his 
country, fell beneath the firft effort of the 
young warrior; whd ufed his viftory with 
fo judicious a mixture of rigour and clttnency, 
that he obtained from the fears and gratitude 
of the Arabs, the title <A Dhoulacncfy or pro- 
tcftor of the nation {^$s)* 

(<4) Agathias, who lived in thefiith century, \% the tuthor o£ 
this ftory (1. ir, p. 155, edit. Louvre). He derived hit informa- 
tion from fome eztra^s of the Perfian Chronicles, obtained and 
tranflated by the interpreter Sergiut, durinf^ hit embaiTy at that 
court. The coronation of the mother of Sapor it likewife mentioned 
by Schikard (Tariklu p. If 6) and d'Herbelot (Bibliothe^ue Ori- 
entate, p. 763). 

(55) D'Hcrbelot, Bibliotheqne Orientale, p. 764. 

The 
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The ambition of the Perfian, to, whom hisStat«of 
enemies afcribe the virtues of a foldier and amilwd* 
(latefman, was animated by the dciire of -^""^n** 
. revenging the difgrace of his fathers, and of 
wrefting from the hands of the Romans the 
five provinces beyond the Tygris. The mili- 
tary fame of Conftantine, and the real or 
apparent ftrength of his government, fuf- 
pended theattack ; and while the hofiile conducl 
of Sapor provoked the refcntmcnt, his artful ' 
negociatipns amufed the patience of the Im- 
perial court. The death of Confiantine was 
the iignal of war ($6)^ aad the aftual condi- 
tion of the Syrian and Armenian frontier, 
feemed to encourage the Perfians by the prof- 
pedi of a rich fpoil, and an eafy conqueft. 
The example of the maf&cres of the palace, 
difiufed a fpirit of licencioufnefs and fedition 
among the troops of the eafl, who were ^o 
longer reftrained by their habits of obedience 
to a veteran commander. By the prudence 
of Conftantius, who, from the interview with 
his brothers in Pannonia, immediately haf- 
tened to the banks of the Euphrates, the legi- 
ons were gradually reftored to a fenfe of duty 
and difdpune ; but the ieafon of anarchy had 
permitted Sapor to form the fiege of Nifibis, 
and to occupy feveral of the moft important 
fortrefles of Mefopotamia (57). In* Armenia, 
the renowned Tiridates had long enjoyed 
the peace and glory which he deferved by his 

(f6) Sexttts Rufus (c. 96), who on this occafion it no contempti- 
ble authority, affirms, that the Perfians fued in vain for peace, and 
chat Conftantine was preparing to march againfl them : yet the 
fupcrior weight of the tcftilnony of Eufebius, obliges us to admit 
the preliminaries, if not the ratification, of the treaty. See Tille- 
aitotit, Hift. des Empcreurs, tom. iv, p. 410. 

(57) Juliaiw^Ora^ i, p. ao. 

valour 
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yalour and fidelity to the cztik of Rome. 
The firm alliance which he maintained wi^ 
Conftantine, was produdive of i^iritual as 
well as of temporsu benefits : by the convet- 
fion of Tiridatcs, the charafter of a iaint 
was applied to that of a hero, the Chriftiaci 
faith was preached and eAabliflied from the 
Euphrates to the fhores of the Caiman, and 
Armenia was attached to the empire by the 
double ties of policy and of reC^On. But as 
niahy of the Armenian noUes ihll refufisd to 
abandon the plurality of their gods and of 
their wives, tne public tranquifity was difr. 
turbed by a difcontented fa^cm, whicb in- 
fiilted the feeble age of their fovereign, and 
impatiently expcfted the hour of his deatb. 
He died at length after a reign of fifty-fix 
years, and the fortune of the Armenian mo- 
narchy expired with Tiridates. His lawful 
heir was driven into exile, the Chriftian 
priefts were either murdered orexpeDed fipana 
their churches, the barbarotis tribes df ^ba- 
nia were folicited to defcend fronj tibeir 
mountains $ afid two of the moft powerAiI 
governors, ufurping the enfigns or the pow- 
;ers of royalty, implored the affiftance of Sa- 
por, and opened the gat^s of th^ir cities to* 
the Periian geirrifoAs. The tJhriftian party, 
tinder the jguidance of th^e archbilhop of 
Artaxata, the i«imedia$<? fucc^flbr of St. 'Gre- 
gory the illudiiriator, l^ad jecoufrfe to the 
piety of Cpnftantius. After the troubles had 
continued about jthree yeaVs, Antiochus, one 
of the officers of thife houfehold, executed 
with fuccefs the Imperial commiffioii of re- 
ftoring Chofroes, the fon of Tiridates, to t)ie 
ithi'pnepf his fathers, of diftributing honourg 
'• ■••..■• ^a4 
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and rewards among the faithfulfei^ants of the 
houfe €^ Ar&ces, and of proclaiming a gene-^ 
ral amnefty, which was accepted by the 
greater part of the rebellious Satraps. But 
the Ramans derived more honour than ad- 
vantage from this revolution. Chofroes was 
a priace of a puny ftature, and a pufillani- 
mous ipirit Unequal to the fatigues of war, 
averfe to the fociety of mankind, he with- 
drew from his capital to a retired palace, 
whicii he built on the banks of the river 
El^Utiierus, and in the center of a ihady 
^ove ; where he confumed his vacant hours 
in (he rural fports of hunting and^hawking. 
To fecqre this inglorious eafe, he fubmitted 
to the. conditions of peace which Sapor con- 
de£caidedtoimpofe ; thepaymentof anannual 
tribute, and the reiHtution of the fertile pro- 
vince of Atropatene, which the courage of 
Tiridates, and the v»^c9riom arms of Galerius, 
had annek^ to the Armenian monarchy (58). 

Puring the long period of the reign of Con-^^jj^p^j^j^ 
ilanthis, the provinces of the eaft were af.war,A.D. . 
flifted by the calamities of the Perfian war.^^^""^^°' 
The irregular incurfions of the light troops 
alternately fpread terror and devauation be- 
yond the Tigris, and beyond the Euphrates, 
from the gates of Ctefiphon to thofe of An- 
tioch ; and this aftive fervice was performed 
by the Arabs of the defert, who were divided 
in their intereft and affedions ; fome of their 

(58) Julian. Orat. i, p. ao, ai. Mofes of Chm«ne, 1. Si, 
c. 89, 1. tii, c. 1—9, p. »a6— 240. The perfed agreemcDt be- 
tween the YBgne hints of thecpntemporary orator, and the circum- 
ftantial narrative of the national hiftonan, gives light to the former, 
and weight to the latter. For the credit of Moles it may be like- 
wife obferved, that the name of Antiochus is found a few years be- 
fore in a civil office of inferior dignity. See Godefroy, Cod. Theod. 
torn, vi, p. 350." 

indepen 
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independent chiefs being enlifted in the party 
of Sapor, whilft others had engaged tfaeir 
doubtful fidelity to the emperor (59). The 
more grave and important operations of the 
war were conduced with equal vigour ; and 
the armies of Rome and Perfia encountered 
each other in nine bloody fields, in two of 
which Conftantius himfelf commanded in 
Battle of perfon (60). The event of the day was moft 
sinfrara, commouly advcffc to the Romans, but in 
A. D. 348,^j^^ battle of Singara, their imprudent 
valour had almoft atchieved a fignal and de- 
cifive viftory. The ftatioiiary troops of Sin- 
gara retired on the approach of Sapor, who 
pafied the Tigris over three bridges, and oc- 
cupied near the village of Hilleh an advanta- 
geous camp, which, by the labour of his nu- 
merous pionecfs, he furrounded in one day 
with a deep ditch, and a lofty rampart. His 
formidable hoft, when it was drawn out in 
order of battle, covered the banks of the 
river, and the adjacent heights, and the 
whole extent of a plain of about twelve 
\ 

(e9) Ammianu* (xvi. 4) give* a lively delcription of the wander- 
ing and pracdatory life of the Saracens, who ftretched from the con> 
fines of AfTyria to the catarads of the Nile. It appears from the 
adventures of Malchut, which Jerom has related in fo entertaining 
a manner, that the high road between Berxa and Edefla was in-i 
fefted by thefe robbers. See Hieronym. torn, i, p. %s^* 

(60) We fliall take from Eutropius the general idea of the war 
(TCf 10). A Perfis ehim multa et gravia perpefius, faepe captis oppi- 
dis, obfelfis urbibus, urbibus, cieiis exercitibus^ ntliumque ei con- 
tra Saporem profperum praelium fuit, nifi quod apud Singaram, 
&c. This honeft account is confirmed by the hints of Ammianus, 
RufuB, and Jerom. I'he two. firft orations of Julian, and the third 
oration of Libanius, exhibit a more flattering pi<2iure; but the 
recantation of both thofe orators, after the death of Conftantius, 
while it reftores us to the pofifeifion of the truth, degrades their own 
charadler, and that of the emperor. The momentary of Spanheim 
on the firft oration of Jttlian is profufely learned. See likewiie the 
judicious obfervations of 'i'illcmont. Hill, des Empercuvi, torn, iv, 
p. 6j6. 

miles, 
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miles, which feparated the two armies. Both 
were alike impatient to engage ; but the Bar- 
barians, after a flight relmance, fled ia dif- 
order ; unable to refift, or defirous to weary, 
the firength of the heavy legions, who Bunt- 
ing with heat and thirft, purfued them acrofs 
the plain, and cut in pieces a line of cavalry, 
cloathed in complete armour, which had 
been pofted before the gates of the camp to 
protedl their retreat. Conftantius, who was 
hurried along in the purfuit, attempted, 
without efie^b, to reftrain the ardour of his 
troops, by reprefenting to them the dangers . 
of the approaching night, and the certainty 
of completing their fuccefs with the return of 
day. As they depended much more on their 
own valour, than on the experience or abili- 
ties of their chief, they filenced by their cla- 
mours his timid remonilrances ; and rufliing 
with fiiry to the charge, filled up the ditch, 
broke down the rampart, and difperfed them*- 
fclves through the tents, tor recruit their ex- 
haufied ftrength, and to enjoy the rich har« 
veft of their labours. But tne prudent Sapor 
had watched the moment of viftory. His 
army, of which the. greater part, lecurdy 
pofted on the heights, had been fpeftators 
of the adion, advanced in filence, and under 
die ihadow of ni^ht ; and his Perfian. archers, 
guided by the illumination of the camp, 
poured a fliower of arrows on a difarmed and 
Ucencious crowd. The finccrity of hiftory . 
(61) declares, that the Romans were van- 
quiflied with a dreadful flaughter, and that 

(61} Acerriml nofttirnl concertatibne pugnatum eft, noftronim 
copiit ingenti ftrage confofils. Amxniaii. ZTiii, 5.. See Jikewifil 
£utropiu»y X, iO| and 6. Rufus, c* %7» 

the 
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die flyii^ r^onaat of the kgions was expo &d 
to the moft intollerablc harmhips* Even thjc 
temlenieis of panegyric, confeifing that the 
riory of the emperor was fiiilied by the difo*- 
bedi^nce of his ibldiers, chufes to draw a veil 
over the drcumibiices of this mdancholy re- 
treat* Tot one of thofe vensl orators, 
fb jesjotts of the fame of Conftastius, 
' relates with amazing coolnds, an ad of fuch 
toeredihle crueky, as» in the judgment of 
pofierity, muft impriat a far deq>^ ftain oa 
the hoaow of the Imperial name* The foa 
of Sf^or, the heir of his crown, had been 
made s^ captive in the Perfian camp* The un- 
liappy youth, who might have excited the 
^mp^fikm of the mofi iavage epemy, was 
fcourged, tortured, aftd pubSckly e9:ecuted 
by the inhuman Romans (62). 
Siege of Ni- Whatcvo? advantages might atte9n4 the 
*^^"- arms erf Sapor iji the field, though nine re^ 
peaked vi&ories diffiifed among the n^tkNE^ the 
feme of his valopr and cpiSuft, he could 
not hope to fucceed in the execudon of h^ 
deiii^s, while the fortified towns of Mefppo- 
tamia, and above aU, the firong and apcfefit 
city erf Nifibi^j remained in the poflefiion c£ 
the Homaipfi, In the ^a^ of t^dve yaf:sy 
J^ifibis, which, fincc thjc tinae of LuGuilus» 
had been defervedly ^fteemed the bulwarjc 
A.D. 338, of the eaft, fuftiuiaed three memorable fieges 
346, 3^0. j^nft the power of Sapor ; and the difepr 
pointed mon2a*ch, after urging bis attacks 
above fixty, eighty, and an hundred dkys, 
W^ jthrice repulfed with lofs and ignominy 

i4t2>) XJbamus^ Orat. lii, p. 1^3, withjuliao. Ofat^ i, p. a4» 
md $f fui]|e4|i*s Comxnentary p. i ^9. 

(63% 
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(63}. This large and populous city was fitu- 
ate about two days journey from the Tigris^ 
in the midft of a pleaiant and fertile plain at 
the foot c£ mount Mafius. A treUe indo- 
iure . of brick-walls was defended l^y a de^ 
ditc^ (64); and the intrepid refiftance of 
Count LucSKanufi^ and his ganifbn^ was &- 
cpnded by the de^rate courage of the people. 
The citizens of Nifibis were animated by the 
e^hcxtations of their biihop (65), inured to 
arms by the |»reieBce of cbiiger, and mil* 
vinced 6f die intentions of Ssqxnr to plant a 
. Perfian colony in their room, and to kad 
them away i^to diftant and baxi>acous capd* 
.vity. Hie event of the two former Gem 
.elated their confidence ; and e^peiatsd die 
hau^ty fpirit of die Gneat i^ug» who ad- 
vanoNi a third time towards Nilibis, at the 
head of the united forces of Ferlia and Ihdia. 
The ordinary machines, invented to batterer 
undermine the walis» were rendei;^ ineffec- 
tual by the fiiperior ikill of the Romans; aiid 
iXKffiy days had vainly elap^d, when Sapor 

(6s) See Jnliap. pQit. i» .p. a^, Oral, n, .p. 6»^ At. Widi the 
jQ^Q^mejptaiT'. of Jpsusheim (p. 1S8-— ao»), who itiu&rktfs the cir- 
rcmnftances, and &«rtaint the time of tac t|irec fieges of KMIbit. 
Tbeir dates areJUMfwife^x^ttniuwd hy 7iA9i>on((jl9^. dea^touMMWH 
torn. !▼, p. 668, 67a, 674). Somethiiig is added from ^ouxnut» 
1. lis, p. 151, and ^e Alexandrian Oironicle, p. 990. ' 

{64) Sallnft. Fragmenit. hnodr. edit. Braflet, and Plutarch in 
Lnc;idL torn, in, pb 1S4. ^iiihis is iiow ie4)>ced to oq[C handi;td 
^dJftT'houfes; the maifiiy laa^s produce rice^ and the fertile 
meadows, as far as Moftd and &e Tigris, arc covered with'ihe ruins 
.9[umi» aod >Ubses. ^ee^ebfjir, Voyages, tfou ii» p. 360— 
309. 

(65) .The. miracles which Theoj)er^ (L ii,.c 30) afcri^e* ^ St. 
James,, biihpp of HBofla, were i^t.leaft performed in a w'oithy eaufe* 
.the. 4^ence>f his^country. He appeared on the wsilts imder the 
jgrure of. the Roman emperor,..and'fcnt.an arnry of eiiats to fting 
the_ trunks of the etcphan);?, apd to difcomfit the hoS of the new ' 
Senacherib. 

embraced 
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embraced a refolution worthy of an eaflera 
monarch, who believed that the elements 
themfdves were fubjed to his power. At the 
ftated feafon of the melting of the fnoW3 in 
Armenia, the river My^donius, which di- 
vides the plain and the aty of Nifibis, forms, 
like the Nile (66), an inundation over the 
adjacent country. By the labour of the 
Perfians, the courfe of the river was ftopped 
below the town, and the waters were con- 
fined on every fide by folid mounds of earth. 
On this artificial lake, a fleet of sirmed vef- 
fels, filled with foldiers, and with engines 
which difcharged ftones of five hundred 
pounds weieht, advanced in order of battle, 
and engaged, almoft upon a level, the troops 
which defended the ramparts. The iniiifti- 
ble force of the waters was alternately fatal 
to the contending parties, till at length a por- 
tion of the walls, unable to fuftain the accu- 
mulated prefiure, gave way at once, and ex- 
pofed an ^tmple breach of one hundred and 
fifty feet. Tiie Perfians were inftantly driven 
to the afiault, and the fate of Nifibis de- 
pended on the evciit of the day. The heavy 
armed cavalry, who led the van of a deep 
column, were embarrafled in the mud, ajid 

great numbers were drowned in the unfeen 
oles which had been filled by the rufhing 
waters. The elephants, made furious by their 
wounds, encreafed the cjifordcr, and tram- 
pled down thoufands of the Perfian archers. 

{66) Julisuif Ont. i, p. 27. Though Nicbuhr (torn. ii» pw 
307) allows a very confiderable fwell to the Mygdonius, over which 

, he faw a bridge of ttveiv* inches ; it is difficult, howeycr, to under* 
Hand this parallel of a trifling rivulet with a mighty river. There 
are many circumftances obfcure, and almoft unintelligible, in the 

' llcfcription of thcfc ftupendo«s water-works. 

The 
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*The Great Kin^^ who from on exalted throne 

beheld the misfortunes of his arms, founded, 

^^th reludant indignation, the fifipal of the 

retreat, and fufpenaed for fome nours the 

profecution of the attack. But the vigilant 

citizens improved the opportunity ot the 

night; and the return of day dilcovered a 

new wall of fix feet in height, rifii^ every 

monient to fill up the interval of the breach. 

Notwithftanding the di&ppointment of his 

hopes, and the lofs of more than twenty 

thoufand men. Sapor ftill pre&d the reduc* 

tion of Nifibis with an obfiinate firmnefs, 

which could have yielded only to the neceffity 

of defending the eaftern provinces of Perfia 

againfi a formidable invafion of the Maflagetx 

(67). Alarmed by this intelligence, he haf-» 

tily relinquilhed the fiege, and marched with 

rapid diligence from the banks of the Tigris 

to thofe of the Oxus. The danger and diffi* 

culdes of the Sythian war engaged him foon 

afterguards to conclude, or at leaft to obferve, 

a truce with the emperor, which was equally 

grateful to both princes ; as Conftantius him* 

felf, after the deaths of his two brothers, 

was involved, by the revolutions of the wefi:, 

in a civil conteft, which required and feemed 

to exceed the moft vigourous exertions of his 

undivided ftrength. 

After the partition of the empire, three 
years had fcarcely elapfed, before the fons of ^J**^^' 
Conftantine feemed impatient to convince of Con&ft&« 
mankind that they were incapable of content- ^^J\^J^ 

(67) We are obliged to Zonani (torn, ti, 1. ziii, p. 1 1) for this 
invafion of the MaSsLgctx, which it perfe^ly confiftent with the 
general fcrict of event*, to which wc »rc darkly led hj the broken 
hiftoiy of Ammlanut. 

ing 
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iflg^ t&eflifelves widi the domifiioiis "whi/di 
they ware unqualified to govern. The ddeft 
of uiofe princes fbon comphdned» that he was 
defrauded of Im juft proportion of l^e ^^oiUs 
of their murdered l^ifcnen; and dioug^ He 
fi^ght yidd to the fuperior guilt and merit 
ctf Connantius^ heexaSsdfrom Conftans the 
ceffion of the African proTinces, as an equiva- 
lent for the rich countries of Macedonia and 
Greece, which his brother had acquired by 
the death Dalmatius. The want of finceiity, 
which Gonftaatine experienced in a tedious 
and £ruitle6 nqgociation, exafper^ted the 
fiercenefsof his temper; and he eagerly 
Isftened to thofe frrourites, who fuggefted to 
him that his honour, as well as his intereft^ 
Was concerned in the profecution o£ the quar- 
vd» At the head of a tiunultuaiy band, 
fiiited for rapine rather than for conqueft, 
ht foddeniy broke into the dominions of 
ConftaoB, by the way of the Julian Alpis, 
4nd thecouxitry round Aquileia folt the firft 
effeSs of his refentment* The meafiires.pf 
Caa&dmsy who dien r efided in O^a, were 
^inAed with more prudence and ability* 
On ifacnews of his brother's invaiion, he de- 
tadacd a felei& and diCciplined body of the 
ffiyri^n troqas^ poropofing to follow them in 
perfon with the remainder of his forces. But 
the conduS of his Uetttei^ants foon tenni- 
nated tjbe unntttiral ixs^teft* By the artfol 
appeaiances of fli^t, Gpn.fi2uatin€ was 
tK±cayed in^ an .smteic^de, which had been 
concealed in a wood, where the rafli youth, 
with a fow atteiK&tnts, was fm^irifed, for- 
l-oundefl, and flajga. His bpdy, after it had 
been found in the obfcure ftream of the Alf^ 

obtained 
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obtadMdt the hottdturs of an Imperial fepol* 
dire i tout liis provinces transfimred their alle- 
^ance to the conqueror, who, refiofing to 
adttiit his elder tMrotker Conftantius to zaxy 
ihare in thefe bcp^ aeqttifitions, maintained 
the imdifputedpofieffion of a more than two- 
thirds of the Roman empire (68)* 

The fate of Conftans himfelf was ddayid Murder of 
abom ten years longer, and the revenge of ^?^*^ 
his brother's death was referred for the momFebrawx:^' 
ignoble hand, of a domeftic traitor. The per- 
nicioiis tendency of the fyftem introduced by 
Confiantine, was difplayed in the feeble ad« 
mimftration of his fons ; who, by their vice^ 
and w^aknefes, foon loft the efteem and af- 
fie^kions of their people. The pride affumed' 
by Conftans, from the unmented fticceisof 
I^ arms, was rendered more contemptible 
by lus want of al»lities and application. His - 
fond partiality towards fome Grerman cap* 
dves, diftinguiflied only by the charms of 
youth, was an objeft of fcandal to the peo-^ 
pie (69); and Magnentius, an ambitious fd- 
dier^.who was himfelf of Barbarian extrac- 
tion, was encouiaged by the public d&fcctt- 
t^it to affert the honour of the Roman 

(6S>The cavfet and the CYcntt of this ciTiliifar are related wkH 
aouch perplexity and contradidion. I have chitffly followed Z^ 
naras, and the yoonger Vxdor. The monody (ad calcem Butrov. 
edit. Havercamp) proHounced on the death of ConftantiBei might 
liaye heen terv inftrudlve ; but prudence and falfe tafte enga^ the 
orator t« invoWe himfelf In vague dedamatton. 

(69) Quanun (gentium) abiidct prctio qnaefitoi pueroa vennftiorety 
qttod* csitma habverat, libtdine hujuiinodi arfiiTe /r« eertm habetvr. 
Had not the depraved tafte of Conftana been publicly avowed, th« 
elder Viaor, who held a comfiderable ofike in his bf^dMT- • i«igB» 
woaldrjiot have aflcrted it in fuch pofitive termw 

name^ 
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name (70). Hie chofen bands of Jovians and 
HercuUans, who acknowledged Magnenjtius a» 
tkeir leader, maintained the moft refpe£bible 
and important ftadon in the Imperial camp* 
The friendihip of Marcellinus, count of the ^* 
cred largefies, fupplied with a liberal hand 
the means of feduftion. The foldiers were . 
convinced by the moft fpecious arguments^ 
that the republic fummoned them to break 
the bonds of hereditary fervitude ; and, by 
the choice of an adive and vi^ant prince, 
to reward the fame virtues which had raifed 
the anceftors of the degenerate Conftan§ from 
a private condition to the throne of the 
world. As foon as the confpiracy was ripe 
for execution, Marcellinus, under the pre- 
tence of celebrating his fon's birth-day, gave 
a fplendid entertainment to the illujirious and 
honourable perfons of the court of Gaul, which 
then reiided in the city of Autun. The in- 
temperance of the feaft was artfully pro- 
traftcd till a very late horn: of the night ; 
and. the linfufpecting guefis were tempted to 
indulge themfelves in a dangerous and guilty 
freedom of converfation. On a fudden the 
doors were thrown open, and Magnentius, 
who had retired for a few moments, re- 
turned into the appartment, inverted with 
the diadem and purple. The confpirators 
inftantly faluted him with the titles of Au- 
guftus and Emperor. , The furprife, , the ter- 

(70) Julian. Orat. i, and ii, Zofim. 1. ii, p. 134. Victor in . 
Epitoific. There is reafon to believe, that Magnentius was bom la 
one of thofe Barbarian colonies which Conftantius Chlonis had . 
eilabliihed in Gaul, (See this Hiftory, yoI. i, p. 438). His be-r. 
kaviour may remind us of the patriot earl of Leicefter, the famous 
Simon de Montfort, who could perfuade the good people of England, 
that he, a Frenchman by birth, had taken arms to deliver then% 
^om foreign favcmrites. 

ror, 
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TOr, the intoxication^ the ambitious hopes, 
and the mutual ignorance of the reft of the 
aiTembly, prompted them to join their voices 
to the general acclamation. The guards 
haftened to take the oath of fidelity; the 
gates of the town were fliut ; and before the 
dawn of day, Mamentius became mafier of 
the troops and treamre of the palace and city 
of Autun, By his fecrecy and diligence he 
entertained fome hopes of furprifing the per- 
fon of Conftans, who was purfuing in the 
adjacent foreft his favourite amufement of 
hunting, or perhaps fome pleafures of a more 
private and criminal nature. The rapid pro« 

grefs of fame allowed him, however, an in- 
ant for flight, though the defertion of his 
foldiers and fubjeds deprived him of the 
power of refiftance. Before he could reach 
It fea-port in Spain, where he intended to em- 
bark, he was overtaken near Helena (71), at 
the foot of the Pyrenees, by a party of light 
cavalry, whofe chief, regardleft of the fanc- 
tity of a temple, executed his commiflion by 
the murder of the fon of Conftantine (72). 

As foon as the death of Conftans had de-^agncnti- 
cided this eafy but important revolution, the^j^„?f J.*^" 
example of the court of Autun was imitated fume the 
by the provinces of the weft. The authority 5[^* 
of Magnentius was acknowledged through the March i. * 

(71) This ancient city, had once flouriihed under the name of 
Illiberis (Pomponius Mela, ii, 5). The munificence of Conftan- 
tine gave it new fplendor, and his mother** name. Helena (it is 
ftill called Else) became the feat of a bilhq^, who long afterwards 
transferred his refidence to Perpignan, the capital of modem Rou- 
fiUon. See- d'Anville Notice de I'Ancicnne Gaule, p. 380. JLon* 
guerue DefcHption de la France, p. 193 » and the Marca Hifpani- 
ca, 1. i, c. 2. 

' (7a) Zofimus, 1. ii, p. X19, zao, Zotiaras, torn, ii/ 1. xiii. 
p. 13, and the Ahhreviators. 

Vol. III. L whole 



M THE DECLmfe AN!) FALL 

whole extent of the two great pr^ftitfes of 
Gaul and Italy ; and the uforper prepai?«i, 
by every aft of opprcffidn, to coHeft a trea- 
fiire, which might difcharge the Obiigatioki of 
an immenfe donatire, and fupply the C3t- 

Snces of a civil war. The martial countries of 
yricum, from die Danube to the extremity 
of Greece, had long obeyed the govertitocnt 
of Vetranio, an aged general, bdbved for 
the fimplicity of his manners, and who had 
acquired fome reputation by his experience 
and fervices in war (73). Attached by h^ 
bit, by duty, and by griatitude, to the honfe 
of Conftantine, he imnrediately gave the 
ftrongeft afluraiices to the only furviving 
fbn of his late mafier, that he would expofe, 
with un&aken fiddity, his perfon and his 
troops, to inflift ai juft revenge on the trai- 
tors of Gaul. But the legions of Vetranio 
were feduced, father than provoked, by the 
example of rebellion; their leader foon be- 
trayed a want of firmneis, or a want of fin* 
cerity ; and his ambition derived a fpedous 
pretence from the approbation of the princefi 
Conftantina. That cruel and afpiring woman, 
who had obtained from the great Conftantine 
her father the rank of Au^i/taj placed the 
diadem with her own hands on thehead of the 
niyrian general; and feemed to ezpeft from 
hisviftory, the accompliihment of thofe un- 
bounded hopes, of which ihe had been dis- 
appointed by the death of her huiband Han- 

(73} Eiitropiiit (z, 10) defcnbct Vcttinia with mow teogfcr,^ 
and j^obahly with more tnith» than cicber of tlie two ViAon. 
Vetranio wa» bom' of obfcure parenti in the wildeft parts of M^^: ; 
aAd fo mmch had his education been ae^ledtcd, that, after his 

chvati9n» he ftudied the alphabet. 

nibaliiiilifk 
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nibfltlianus. Perhaps it was without the cotK 
fent of Confbntina, that the new , emperor 
formed a neceflary^ though difhonouraUe, 
alliance with the murper of the weft, whofe 
purple was To recently ftained with her bro- 
ther's blood (74). 

The intelligence of thefe important events, Conffamtiot 
whkh fo deeply affedied the hohour and{^|* ^ 
iafety of the Imperial. houfe, recalled the arms a. d. j5«. 
of Conftantius from the inglorious profecu- 
tion of the Perfian war. He recommended 
the care of the eaft to his lieutenants, and 
afterwards to his coulin Gallus, whom he 
ridibd from a prifoner to a throne; ahd 
marched towskrds Europe, with a mind agi- 
tated by the conflid of hope and fear, of 
grief and iiidignatidn. On his arrirsU at H&- 
raclea in Thrace, the emperor gave audiehce 
to the imbaflach^rs of Ma^nehtius tMd Ye- 
trahio. The firft author of the cdnfpiracy, 
Marcdlihus, who in fome meafure hiskd be- 
ftowcd the purple on his he*r maHer, boldly 
Icteptid this dangerous cohimiflibn; ahd his 
thl-ce colleagues were fele^eld from ihe illtif- 
trious peribnages of the ftate and arniy. 
"fhefe deputies were infthifted to foothe the 
refefetineht, arid to alslrlii the fears of Goh^ 
llantius. They were eihpbwfered to offer him 
flie friendship and alliance of the weftehi 
princes, to cement theit union by a double 
matridge; of Cphftaiitiu^ with the daughter 
of Magnehtius, and of Maghentius bimfelf 
v^ith tne ambitious Conftahtina; and to ac- 
knowledge in flie treaty the pi-e-eminence of ' 

(74) The doubtful, fluduathig condu6l of Vetranio is defcribcd 
by Julian ki hit iirft' oration, and accurately explained by Spanheim^ 
who difcuffes the Htuation and behaTiour of Conftantina. 

L z rank. 
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rank, which might juftly be daimGd by the 
emperor of the eaft. Should pride and mif^ 
taken piety urge him to refufc thefe equitable 
conditions, the ambafladors were ordered to 
expatiate on the inevitable ruin which muft 
attend his raihnefs, if he ventured to provoke 
the fovereigns of the weft to exert their £u- 
perior ftrengthj and to employ againft him 
that valour, thofe abilities, and thofe legions, 
to which the houfe of Conftantine had been 
indebted for fo many triumphs. Such pro- 
poiitions and fuch arguments appeared to de* 
£erve the moft ferious attention ; the anfwer 
of Confiantius was deferred till the next day ; 
and as he had refleded on the importance of 
juftifyinff a civil war in the ppinion of the 
I)eople, he thus addrefled his council, who 
liftened with real or affeded credulity. ^^ Laft 
" night," faid he, " after I retired to reft, 
*^ the fliade of the great Conftantine, em- 
** bracing the corpfe of my mtu*dered brother, 
" rofe before my eyes; his well-known voice 
*^ awakened me to revenge, forbad me to 
** defpair. of the republic, and aflured me of 
^^ the fuccefs and immortal glory which 
" would crown the juftice of my arms." 
The authority of fuch a vifion, or rather of 
the prince who alleged it, iilenced every 
doubt, and excluded all negociation* The 
ignominious terms of peace were rejeded 
with difdain. One of the ambafladors of the 
tyrant was difmifled with the haughty sm- 
fwer of Conftantius; his colleagues, as uni> 
• worthy of the privUeges of the laws of na* 
tions, were put in irons ; and the contend- 
ing 
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ing powers prq)ared to wage an implacable 
war (75). 

Such was the conduft, and fuch perhaps i>«i»fef 
was the dutjr, of the brother of Conftans to-XjSj;%, 
wards the perfidious ufurper of Gaul. Thei>ec %$• 
fituation and charaAer of Vetr^nio admitted 
of milder meafures ; and the policy of the 
caftem emperor was direfted to difunite his . 
antagonifts, and to feparate the forces of II- 
lyricum from the caufe of rebellion. It was 
an eafy talk to deceive the franknefs and fim- 
plicity of Vetranio, who, fluduatine fome 
time between the oppofite views of nonour 
and intereft, difplayed to the world the in- 
fincerity of his temper, and was infcnfibly 
engaged in the fiiares oif an artful negocia- 
tion. Confiantius acknowledged him as a 
legitimate and equal colleac;ue in the empire, 
on condition that he would renounce his dif- 
graceful alliance with Magnentius, and ap* 
point a place of interview on the frontiers of 
thenr j-cfpediye provinces ; where they might 
I^cd^ Uieir frien^Ubip by mutual ypws of 
ndcbty, and regulate by common confent the 
future oper^itions olF the dvfl war. In con- 
fequence x)f thja agreement, Vetranio ad- 
vanced to the city of Sardica (76), at the 
head of twenty uioufiind horfe, and of a 
more numerous body of infemtry ; a power 
fo far fuperipr .tp th.e forces of Conftantius, 
that the IHyrian einpcrpr appeared to com- 
mand the life and fortunes ot his rivsfl, who, 

(75) See Peter the Pitrician, is the Xxcerjiti Legationnm, p. a;. 

(76) Zonanty torn. u» L zui,.p. U, The pofitioa of Sardica, 
Bear the modem cit^ of Soj^hia, afmcart better fuited to this inter- 
view than' the fituation of cither Naifliit or Sirmiimit where it is 
k»liced hj Jerom, Socratei, and Sozomen* 

depend- 
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dqpencUng on the fucceis o£ his private ne- 
gociations, had feduced the troops^and undei:- 
inine4 the throne, of Vetranio. The chiefs, 
who had fccr?tly eiphraced the party of C!on- 
fta^tius, prepared in his favour apu\>iic%e9- 
ta^e, calculated to difcover and m^aine the 
paffions of the multitude (77). The united 
amiies were commanded to aflemble in a 
large plain nev the city. In the centre,, ac- 
cording to tjie rules of ancient difciplinc, a 
military tribunal, or rather fcaiBFold, was er- 
rcded, from whence the emperor^ were w- 
cumfiomed, on folen^n and impot]rtant occa- 
fipns, to harrangue the troops. The well- 
ordered ranks m Romans and Barbarians, 
with drawn fwprds;, or with erefted fpears, 
the fquadrons of cavalry, and the cohorts of 
inifantry, diftinguiihed by the variety of their 
9rp[is and enfigns, formed an immenie cirde 
rou^d the tribun2|l ; aqd the attentive filence 
which they preferved waij fometime^ inter- 
rupted by loud burfts of diamoi^: or of ap- 
plaufe. In the pr^f^nce of thi^ fornu44ble 
affembly, the two emperors were qilled upon 
to e:^plain the iituation of public a^au^si: 
the precedency of ra^k was yielded to the 
roy4 birth i>f Conftantius : and though he 
was indifferently ijdllcd in the arts oiF rhetoric, 
he acquitted himfelf, under theie di$9ult 
circurwances, with firmnefs, de:^terity, s^ 
'doqi^ence. The firft part of his oration 
{eemed to be pointed only againft the tyrant 
pf Gaul; but while he tragically lamented 

(77) S,eethetwQ firft omipmtof Julian^ pa^iciJjirl; f, jfi; and 
ZofimuQ, \ il, p. 12a. The 4iftinj& n^iT^JT^Qf*t£cm^ 
po, iiluAr^te th? di£riifc« but Tagu^ ^efchptioni oi the curator. 
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thie <arud VAiMkr of Gt>aft9lis» ke kJ!m«t(4 

that none, exoepk a brotbcr» could ddSm % 

ij^t to die A]^:dfion of ]m brother. He 

difylayed wi^j^i ibme complacmcy, the g^wies 

of his Imperial ra/ce ; and recalled to the mer 

fnory of the troops^ the valouiry the triumpht» 

the UberaKtv ot the great Conftantine, to 

vhafe fons they had enga^ their allegiance 

by an oath of fidelity^ which the ingratitvde 

ef his moft favoured fervants had att^npted 

to violale. The officers, who furrounded 

the tribunal, and were inftruded to aft theur 

parts in th^ extraordinary fcene, confeflfed 

the irrififtible power of reafbn and eloquence, 

by falutiiig the emperor Conftantius as their 

lawful fovereign. The contagion of loyaltv 

and repentance was conmiunicated from rank 

to rank; till the plain of Sardica refounded . 

with the univerlal acclamation of ^^ Away 

^ with thefe upftart ufurpers! Long life and 

*' vidory to the fon of Conftantine ! Und«r 

^^ his banners alone we will fight and 

•* conquff." The ihouts of thouiands, their 

menacing gefiures, the fierce clashing of their 

arms, auoniflied and fubdued the courage of 

Vetranio, who ftood, amidft the defeAion of 

his followers, in anxious and filent fufpence. 

Inftead of embracing the laft refuge of gene* 

rous defpair, he tamely fubmitted to his fate ; 

and takmg the diadem from his head, in the 

view of both annies, fell proftrate at the feet 

ci his con<|ueror. Conftantius ufed his vie* 

tory with prudence and moderation; and 

rifing from the ground the aged fuppliant, 

whom he affiled to ftylc by the endearing 

name of Father, he gave hun his hand to 

dcibend from the throne. The city of Prufa 

was 
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was affigned for the exile or retirement ot the 
abdicated monarch, who lived fix years in the 
enjoyment of eafe and affluence. He often 
cxpreflcd his grateful fenfe of the goodnefs of 
Conftantius, and, with a very amiable fim* 
plicity, advifed his benefaftor to refign the 
fceptre of the world, and to fcek for content 
(^where alone it could be found) in the pcacc- 
rul obfcurity of a private condition (78). 
M*k» war Xhc behaviouT of Conftantius on this me- 
jS^cnti- roorable occafion was celebrated with fome 
^h appearance of Juftice; and his courtiers com- 

A. D. 35ip2y^gj ^g ftudied orations which a Pericles 
or a Demofthenes addrefied to the populace 
of Athens, with the viftorious eloquence 
which had periuaded an armed multitude to 
defert and depofe the objeft of their partial 
. choice (79). The approaching conteft with 
Magnentius was of a more ferious and bloody 
kind. The tyrant advanced by rapid marches 
to encounter Conftantius, at the head of a 
numerous army, compofed of Gauls and 
Spaniards, of Franks and Saxons; of thofe 
provincials who fupplied the ftrength of the 
legions, and of |hofe barbarians who were 
dreaded as the i^oft formidable enemies of 
the republic. The fertile plains (80) of the 

Lower 

\yt) The younger ViAor afligni to his exile the emphatical ap- 
pellation of '* VoTuptarium oti.um.** Socrates (1. ii, c. 28) is the 
voucher for the correfpondence with the emperoi*, which would 
feem to prove, that Vetranio was, indeed, prope ad ftultitiani 
fimpliciilimus. 

(79) Bum Conftantius .... facundis vi deje&um Imperio in 
privatum otium removit. Qux gloria poft hatum foli proccffit 
eloqnio dementi &que, &c. Aurelius Vicftor. Julian, and The- 
miflius (Orat. iii, and iv), adorn this exploit with all the artificial 
and gaudy colouring o/^ their rhetoric, 

(80) Buibequius (p. 11 ») travcrfed the Lower Hungary artd 
lEcl^voiiia at a time when they were reduced almofl to a defert, by 

' the 
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Lower Paimonia, between the Diltve, the 
Save,, and the Danube, prefented a fpadous 
theatre; and the operations of the dvil war 
\(rere protracted during the fummer months 
by the (kill or timidity of the combatants (8 1 )• 
Conftantius had declared his intention ot de* 
cdding the quarrel in the fields of Cibalis, a 
name that would animate his troops by the 
remembrance of the yidory which, on the 
fame aufpidous ^ound, had been obtained 
by the arms of his father Conftantine. Yet, 
by the impregnable fortifications with which 
the emperor encompaffed his camp, he appeared 
to dedine, rather than to invite, a general 
engagement It was the objed of Magnentius 
to tempt or to compd his adverfary to rdin- 
quiih ttiis advantageous pofition; and he em- 
ployed, with that view, the various liiardies, 
evolutions, and firatagems, which the know- 
ledge of the art of war could fuggeft to ah 
experienced officer. He carried by aflault the 
important town of Sifcia; made an attack on 
the dty of Sirmium, whidi lay in the rear 
of the Imperial camp; attempted to fierce a 
pafiase over the Save mto t^ eaftem provinces 
of Dhrricum ; and cut in pieces a numerous 
detachment, which he had allured into the 
narrow pafies of Adame. During the neater 
part of tne fummer, the tyrant of Gaul mewed 

the rcdprocil hoftilitict of the Turks and Chriftittit. Yet he men- 
tions with admiration the unconquerable fertility of the foil; and 
ebfenresy that the hrieht of the graft was fufficient to conceal a 
loaded wagfoo firolii his fight. See likewife Brown's IVavels, is 
Harris's CoUe^oOy vol is, p. 76ft« Sec 

(81) Zofimus giTes a very huge account of the war» and the 
negodation (L ii, p. 115— 130). But as he neither fliewshimfelf 
a foldier nor a politician, his narratiTc nraft be weighed with atte»* • 
lion, and raccived with caution* 

himfdf 
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himfeUr m^v o£ Afi fif Id.. T]m Qro^pi^ of 
Coo^tviA i9r4ft Wafied ami 4ijrpMtfdt hiA 
xcpjtai^u, 4e^«4 » tbe cyf erf i^o iM<«kl| 
^luiJtw Fn49: c.Qi^de(c6Rck4 tQ i^k si tr^ifey 
of p«^, wlwWt MfOHki havt r^%t^ to Ae 
ai&fi^ ^ Qraibam ii^ ibverek^tf of the 
provinces l^^y^m^ die Al^s. TWc ^rs: we^^ 
«fi^W<ie4 by lhi& elo^ue^^^ ^ Pi^ip,. the tot 

tk« wwy ^ MJ«ncistiW; V'ere 4iifpQM te^ «- 

«C t)ie f«ei»c»fit9ikqi» of ]w» In^ds,, g%v5e «r^ 
4^«L t^ Phi% iboujdi be ^«bap^ a^ « <^ 
tJKY^, Qr at k^ V a hpfts^i wfeile he$ di(- 
p^t4^ aoji o£|cer te r^E^aK^ Goiiftaii^W 

%if^ by tb^ promtfe of a paf 4€^ if )^ wenld 
VX^^y abdicate tKe y^rj^. *^T>a* he 

^' ^dl^]jMrot<i^Dof aft ayief^vg Dfky>'^ 
was j^ o&ly ^fw€r H^di HotK)^ permitt^ 
tbe; eiP^pcFc^ tQ fetiirii« But bi& ww ^ £^^ 
Jljlo^of the di^oi^tiea of ]M»^W?^<9t99 ti^t b^ 
mt longer 4we4 to ire^ate^ i^ in^ig^ky 
viMcb &d bdHfi^ Q£!ef Ci4 to ^ tepce^N^talEiYe. 
The aegpaa^a of PhiUp w^ms ^ofen bo^vrevcr^ 
iK^Sb&tial) fiiKe he doteamaed ^kmim ^ 
FraipJ^ a g«»iief%l:of m^ ^i^ feiwtalwMi^ to 
didfert with a €0Bfi<|eraMie body^ of esivulryy a 
few days before the battle of Murfa. 
Battle of Tkecit^ €^ Mud^ OP Elfek, cddbraied in 
A "d** I ^^^^^ trniest for a bridge of boats, fiye miles 
scpt/iS^'in leogA, OY«r the river Drave, aad the ad* 
jacent morafles (8^2), has been ^ilw^ys confl- 

dered 

(H) Thi» Remarkable bridge, which tt fltiiked ifirith toWtt% tud 
faffjfOft^ OB large wooden piles, was conftru&ed, A. D. 1566, by 

Snltaa 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. ijs 

dened as a place of importaace in the wars of 
Hungary. Magnentius direding his inarch 
towards Murfa, fet fire to the gattes, and, by 
a fiidden aflault, had ahnoft fo^ed the walls 
of the town. The vknlance of the gar* 
rifon extrnguHhed the flames; the approach 
of Conftantius left Imiq no time to con- 
tini^e the operations olF the fiege ; apd the 
emperor fpon removed the only obftade that 
could embarrafi his motions, by forcing a 
body of troops which had taJcen poft in ^n 
adjoining amphitheatre. The field of battle 
round Murfa was a naked and level jdain : pn 
this groimd the army of Conftantius formed, 
with the Drave on their right J whfle their 
left, either from the nature of their difpoii* 
tioB, or from the fuperiority of their cavalry, 
extended far beyond the right flapk of Mag- 
nentius (&3). The troops on both fides re- 
mained under arms in anxious expedation 
diiri9g the greateft part of the morning; and 
the fon of Confiantine, after anims^ting his 
foldiers by an eloquent fpeech, retired into a 
church at fome dmance from the field of ba^t- 
de, and committed to his generals the CQn- 
duS of this dedfive day (84). Th^ de- 
ierved his confidence by the valour and loi- 

$iiltM\ S^lvnaa, to facOitate tlic l^^airch^of iMtarou^muHnqgarj. 
See Brown's ThiTtln and Buidunf *• SfUtem of Oeography, toL 

(S5) nit pofitkBt and'^K fitUcfOfBt fvohitioBt, are dearly, 
tlmii b cdodlely, deioibed Vy JuUan, Orat» i, p« 3^* 

(84) Sulptcivs Serenity L ii^ p. 405. The emperor paffed the 
day in prayer with Valent, the Arian hifliop of Murfa, who gained 
fit cmldenco hy annoattcinf the fucccft of the battle. M . de Tille< 
moot (Hift. det Emporcnrt, torn, ii, p. %ito) wery ^tc^fdy re- 
maikt the fiknee of Julian with rtgud to the perlbnai pro- ^ of 
Conftamq^ hi the battle of Maria. The ttence of flattery > r ^- 
tinua e^pal to the anft pofidve and anthcotic eridente. 

lit--'T 
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litary (kill which they exerted. They ^fely 
began the adion on the left; and advancing 
their whole wing of cavalry in an oblique Kne, 
they fuddenly wheeled it on the right flank 
of the enemy, which Was unprepared to 
refift the impetuofity of their charge. But 
the Romans of' the Weft foon rallied, by the 
habits of difdpline; and the Barbarians of 
Germany fupporCed the renidwn of their na- 
tional bravery. The engagement foon be- 
came general ; was maintained with various 
and fingular turns of fortune; and fcarcely 
ende$l with the darknefs of the night. The 
fign^ victory which Confiantius obtained is 
attributed to the arms of his cavalry. His 
cuiraffiers are defcribed as fo many maffy fta- 
tues of fteel, glittering with their fcaly ar- 
mour^ and breaking with their ponderous 
lances the firm array of the Gallic legions* As 
foon as the legions gave way, the hghter and 
more adtive fquadrons of the fecond line 
rode fwprd in hand into the intervals, and 
completed the diforder. In the mean while, 
the huge bodies of the Germans were ex- 
pofed almpft naked to the dexferiiy bf the 
oriental archers j and whole troops of thoie 
barbarians were urged by anguifli and defpair 
to precipitate themfelves into the broad and 
rapid ftream of tfie Drave (85). ' The number 
of the flain w?is cpn^putcd ^t fifty-four thou- 
fand meni and the flaiughter of the conquer- 
ors was more cdnfiderable than that of tfie 



A » *t-. i.fck. w-»-; 



(85) Julian. Orat. i, p. 36, 37; and Orat. H, p. 59, 60. Zo- 
sarat, torn, ii, 1. xiii, p. 17. Zofimiu, 1. ii, p. 130— 133. The 
laft of thefe celebrates the dexterity of the archer Menelauty who 
could difcharge three arrows at the fame time; an advantage which; 
according to his apprehenfion of military affairs, materially con- 
tributed to the yi^ory of Conftantius. 

van- 
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yanquifhed /86) ; a circumftance which 
iwoves the obftinacy of the cpnteft, and juf- 
dfies the obfervation of an .ancient wnter, 
that the forces of the empire were confumed 
in the fetal battle of Murfa, by the lofi of a 
veteran army, fuffioient to defend the fron- 
tiers, or to add new triumphs to the glory 
of Rome (87). Notwithftanding the invec- 
tives of a fcrvile orator, there is not the; lead 
reafon to believe that the tyrant deferted his 
own ftandard in the beginning of the engage- 
ment. He feems to have difplayed the vir- 
toes of a general and of a foldier till the day 
was irrecoverably loft, and hiff camp in the 
pofleflion of the enemy. Magnentius then 
confulted his fafety, and throwing away the 
Imperial ornaments, efcaped with fome diffi- 
culty from the purfuit of the light horfe, who 
inceflantly followed his rapid mght from the 
banks of the Drave to the foot of the Julian 
Alps (88). 

. {S6) Accotdisg to Zostras, Conftantius, out of to^ooo men, 
loft 30yOoo; and Magncntint loft 14,000 out of 36,OQa The 
other arddet of thit accouat feem probaMe and authentic ; bi^t the 
Q9mben of the tynmt't army muit have been miftaken, either by 
the author or hit tranfcribcra. Magnentlut had coUeAed the whole 
force of the Weft, Romant and Barbarians, into one formidable 
body, which cannot fairly be eftimated at left than 109,000 men. 
Julian. Orat. i, p. 34, 35. 

(87) Ingentei R. I. vires e& dimicatione' oonfumpta funt, ad 
^uslibet bclla externa idones, qus multum triumphontm poflent 
fccuritatifque conferre. Eutropius, z, 13. The younger Vi^or 
ezpreffes lumfelf to the fame effed. 

(88) On this occafion, we muft prefer the unfufpe^fced teftimony 
of Zofimus and Zonaras to the flatterinf aflertions of Julian. 
The yo\inger Vidor paints the charadcr of Ma^entius in a finfu- 

^ lar li|^ht : ** Sermonis accr, animi tumidi, et immodice timidus ; 
artifex tamen ad occultandam audaci« fpecie formidinem." It is 
moft likely that in the battle of Murfa his behaviour was governed 
hf nature or by artf I ihould incline for the latter. 

The 
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^«Hk«f The approach of winter fupplied the ihdo* 
^\^%}cntt of ConftantiiiSy with fpedous reafons 
for deferring the profecution of the war till 
the enfuing fpring. Magnentius had fixed 
his refidehce ib the city of Aquileia, and 
ihewed a feeming refolution to difpute the 
paflaze of the mountains and morafies which 
fortified the confines of the Venetian pro- 
vince. The fiirprifal of a caiUe in the Alps 
by the feoret march of the Imperalifls^ could 
fcarcdy have determined him to relinquiih 
the pouefion of Italy, if the inclinations of 
the people had fupported the caufe of their 
tyrant (89). But me memory of the cruel- 
ties exercifed by his minifters, after the un« 
fucce&ful revolt of N^potian, had left a deep 
impreflton of horror and refentment on the 
itiinds of the Romans. That rafii youth, 
thefonof the princefs Eutropia, and the ne- 
phew of Conftantine^ had feen with indig- 
nation the fceptre of the Weft ufurped by a 
perfidious barbarian. Arming a defperate 
troop of Haves and gladiators, he overpow- 
ered the feeble guard of the domeftic tran^ 
quility of Rome, received the homage of the 
fenate and aiTuming the title of Augmtus, pre- 
carioufly reigned during a tumult of twenty- 
eight days. The march of foriae regular 
forces put an end to his ambitious hopes: 
the rebellion was extinguiflied in the blood of 
Nepotian, of his mother Eutropia, and of his 
adherents; and the profcription was extended 
to all who had contradted a fatal stlHaiice 

(tf) JvUftB. Orat. i, p. zh 39* In that place, liewdrer, ai 
well at in Oration ii, p. 97, he infinuates the general difp^fitke 
of th* fenate, the people, and the foldiert of Ital^, towarda the 
party of ^e emperor. 

witk 
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ivith the name and family of Conftantine (go). 
But as foon as Conftantim, after the battieof 
Miirfa, became mafter of the Tea cbaft of Dal* 
matia, a band of noble exiles^ who had ven- 
tured to equip a fleet in fome harbour of the 
Hadriatic, fought protedtion and revenge in 
his viftorious camp. By their fecret intelU* 
gence with their countmnen, Rome and 
the Italian cities were perfuaded to difplay the 
banners of Conftantius on their walls. The 
gratefU veterans, enriched by the liberality of 
the father, fienalized their gratitude and loy-^ 
atty to the fon. The cavalry, the legions^ 
and the auxiliaries of Italy, renewed their 
oath of allegiance to Conftantius ; and the 
ufurper, alarmed by the general defertion, 
was compelled, with the remains of his faith- 
ful troops, to retire beyond the Alps into the 
provinces of Gaul. The detachments, how- 
ever, which were ordered either to prels or 
to intercept the flight of Magnentius, con- 
dufted themfelves vidth the ufual imprudence 
of fuccefs ; and allowed him, in the plains 
of Pavia, an opportunity of turning on hi* 
purfuers, and of gratifying his defpair by thtJ 
carnage of a ufelels viftory (91). 

The pride of Magnentius was reduced, by Lift ^Uxt 
repeated misfortunes, to fue, and to fue ijn«^<icath«f 
vain, for peace. He firft difpatched a fenatOTj^g *^°***** 

A. D. 35 J, 
(^) The eMcr ViAor dcfcribes in a p*hctic rnanntt- the iy»f*-'^**S"^ '•• 
aUe condition of Rome : ** Cujut ftoHdum ingenium adeo P. R. 
patribuTquc exitio fttit, uti pamm doxnns, fora^ yiaB, templaqu^ 
crttore, cadaTeribufque opplerentur buftorum modo.*' Athanafr^t 
(t^n. i, p. 677) deplores the £ite of feveral iUuftrions vidlma^ 
and Julian (Orat. ii, p. 5S) exeoratet the cruelty of Marccllinuv 
tke implacable enemy of the houfe of Conftantine. 

(91) Zofim. 1. ii, p. 133. ViSoriaEpiteme. The panegyrifta 
of Conftantius, with their ufual candour, forget to mention this 
accidental defeat. 

in 
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in whofe abilities he confided, and afterwards 
feveral bifhops, whofe holy charader might ob- 
tain a more favourable audience, with the offer 
of refigning the purple, and the promife of de- 
voting the remainder of his life to the fervice 
of the emperor. But Conftantius, though 
he grantee! fur terms of pardon and recon- 
ciliation to all who abandoned the ftandard of 
rebellion (92), avowed his inflexible refolu- 
tion to inmd a juft punilhment on the crimes 
of an allaflin, whom he prq)ared to over- 
whelm on every fide by the efltorts of his vie* 
torious arms. An Imperial fleet acquired 
the eafy pofleffion of Africa and Spain, con- 
^ firmed the wavering faith of the Moorifh na- 
tions, and landed a confiderable force, which 
pafled the Pyrenees, and advanced towards 
Lyons, the laft and fiital ftation of Magnen- 
tius (93). The temper of the tyrant, which 
was never inclined to clemency, was urged 
by diftrels to exercife every ad of opprefSon 
which could extort an immediate fupply from 
the cities of Gaul (94). Their patience was 
at length exhaufl:ed; and Treves, the feat 
of Praetorian government, gave the fignal of 
revolt, by ihutting her gates againfl; Decen- 
tiu8, who had been raited by his brother to 

(9a) Zonarat» torn, il, L xiii, p 17. Julian, in feveral placet 
of the two orations, expatiates on the clemency of Conftantius to 
the rebels. 

(93) Zoiim. 1. ii, p. i33* Julian. Orat. i, p. 40, 11^ p. 74. 

(94) Ammian. xt, 6. Zolim. L ii, p. X33. Julian, who 
(Orat. i, p. 40) inveighs againft the cruel eflTeds of the tvrant's 
defpair, mentions (Orat. i, p. 34) the oppreffive edi^s which were 
dilated by his neceflxties, or by his avarice. His fubje^s were 
compelled to purchafe the Imperial demefnes ; a doubtful and dan- 
gerous fpecies of property, which, In cafe of a revolution, might 
be imputed to them as a trcafonable ufurpation, 

the 
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the rank either of Cadfar or Auguftus (95)* 
Trom Treves, Decentius was obliged to retire 
to Sens, where Jie was foon furrounded by 
an army of Germans, whom the pernicious 
arts of Conftantius had introduced into the 
civil diffenfions of Rome (96). In the mean 
time, the Imperial troops forced the paflages 
of the Cottian Alps, and in the bloody com* 
bat of Mount Scleucus irrevocably fixed the 
titje of Rebels on the party of Magnentius 
(97). He was unable to bring another army 
into the field; the fidelity of his guards was 
corrupted ; and when he appeared in public 
to animate them by his exhortations, he was 
faluted with an unanimous fhout of '^ Long 
*' live the emperor Conftantius !" The tyrant, 
who perceived that they were preparing to 
defcrve pardon and rewards by the facrifice 
of the moft obnoxious criminal, prevented . 
their defign by falling on his fword (98) i a . 
death more cafy and more honourable than 

(95) The medali df Mignentivt celebrate the Tidories of the 
iw Augofti, and of t|ie Caefar. The Caefar wai another brother^ 
earned Defiderhis. SeeTUlemont, Hift. dei Empereun, torn. W, 
p. 757. 

(96) Julian Orat. I, p. 40, ii, p. 74, with Spanheim, p 163. 
His Commentary illnftrates the tran&^kions of thiy civil war. Mon» 
Selenci was a fmall place in the Cottian Alpt, a few mile« diftant 
from Va^incum, or Gap, an epifcopal city of Dauphin^. Stt 
d'Anville Notice de la Gaule, p 464; andLongnerue Defcription 
delaFrance» p. 317. 

(97) Zofisnu, L ii, p. 134. Liban. Orat. x,- p. 968, aSp, 
The latter moft Ychemently arraigns this cruel and felfiih policy of 
Conftantius. 

(9S) Julian. Orat. i, p. 40. Zofimns, 1. ii, p. 1 34. Socrates, 
1. ii, c 3a. Sexomen, 1. iv, c. 7. The younger Vi^or defcribes 
his death with fpme horrid circumibmces ; Transtoflb latere, ut erat 
▼afti corporis, ynlnere naribufque et ore ctuorem effundens, ezfpi- 
rarit. If we can give credit to Zonaras, the tyrant, before he ex- 
pired, had the pleafvre of murdering with his own hands his mother 
and Jiis brother Defidcrius. 

Vol. III. M he 
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he could hope to obtain from the hands of an 
enemy, whofe revenge would have been co- 
loured with the fpedous pretence of juftice 
and fraternal, piety. The example ofluicide 
was imitated by Decentius, who ftrangled 
himfelf on the news of his brother's death. 
The author of the confpiracy, Marcellinus, 
had long fince difappeared in the battle of 
Murfa (99), and the public tranquillity was 
confirmed by the execution of the fm^iving 
leaders of a guilty and unfuccefsfril faftion- 
A fevere inquifition was extended over all 
who, either from choice or from compulfion, 
had been involved in the caufe of rebel* 
lion. Paul, fumamed Catena from his fupe* 
riot (kill in the judicial exercife of tyranny^ 
teas fent to explore the latent remains of the 
confpiracy in the remote province of Britain. 
The honeft indication exprefled by Martin, 
vice-praefed: of t£e ifland, was interpreted as 
an evidence of his own guilt ; and the go- 
vernor was urged to the ncceffity of turning 
againft his breaft the fword with which he 
had been provoked to wound the Imperial 
minifier* The moft innocent fubjefts of the 
Weft were expofed to exile and confifcation, 
to death and torture ; and as the timid are 
always cruel, the mind of Conftantius was 
inacceifiblc to mercy (100). 

(99) Juliut (Ont. i, p. 5S, 59) feems at a loft to d^ermine^ 
whethcf he inflidled on hsmf<e^, the punifiiment of hit crimet, 
whether he was drowned in the'Drave, or whether he was carried 
hj the avenging daunoot from the field of hattle to his ddlinedpbcc 
of eternal tortures. 

(100) ABUhiaft« xtT, £» vdf l6, 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIX. 

Cm/iantius fole Emperor.— ^Elevatim and Death 
of GaUus. — Danger and Ekvaiion of Julian, 
^'^armatian at^ Petfian Wars. — nSories of 
yulian in GauL 

THE divided provinces of the empire Power of 
were again united by the viftory of Con-*^'*^'*^ 
ftantius; but as that feeble prince was defti- 
tute of perfonal merit, either in peace or war ; 
as he feared his |;enerals, and diftrufted his 
minifiers; the tnumph of his arms ferved 
cmly toeftabliih the reign of the eunuchs over 
the Roman world. 'Diofe unhappy beings^ 
the ancient inrodudHon of Oriental jealoufy 
and defpotiun (1), were introduced into 
Greece and Rome by the contagion of Aiiatic 
luxury (2). Their progrefs was rapid ; and 
the eunuchs, who in the time of Auguftus, 
had been abhorred, as the monflrous retinue 
of an Egyptian C^een (3), were gradually 

( I ) Amnuuras (1. xiv, c. 6) knptites the firft practice of caftntion 
to the miel ingennitj wi Semirainit, who aii fnppofed to have reigned 
aVoTC nineteen hundred yeart hefore Chrift. The ufe of ctinuchfl 
it of hieh antiquity, t>oth in Afia and Egypt. They are mentioned 
in the law of Mofes, Denteron. zziii, I. See Goguet, Originea 
det Loiz^ &c« Part i, L a, c. 3. 

(a) Eunuchnm dixti reUe te; 

Quia Ibis utuntur hit rcging 

Terent. Emnich. ad i, fcene a^ 
This pky it tranflated from Menander, and the original muft 
have appealed foon after the eaftem conqnefts of Alexander. 

(3) Miles . . fpadonibtu 

Ser ¥jr e mgoui poteft. 

Horat. carm. ▼, 9, and Dacier ad loc. 

By the vmtd^ado^ the Romans very forcibly expre^ed their 

a^orrence of this mutilated condi|tion. The Greek appellation of 

eunuchs, which infenfilily preTailed^, had ^ nulder found, and a 

more ambiguous fenfe. 

M 2 admitted 
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admitted into the femilies of matrons, of fc- 
nators, aud of the emperors themfelves (4)^ 
Reftraincd by the feyere edifts of Domitian 
and Nerva (5), cheriflied by the pride of Dio- 
cletian, reduced to an humble ftation by the 
prudence of Conftantine (6), they multiplied 
in the palaces of his degenerate fons, and in- 
fenfibly acquired the knowledge, and at 
length the direftion, of the fecret councils of 
Conftantius. The averfion and contempt 
which mankind has fo uniformly entertained 
for that imperfect fpecies, appears to have 
degraded their charafter, and tx> have ren- 
dered them almoft as incapable as they were 
fuppofed to be, of conceiving any generous 
fentiment, or of performing any worthy ac- 
tion (7). But the eunuchs were fkilled in 
the arts of flattery and intrigue; and they 

alter- 

(4) We need only mention Pofidea, a freedman and eunuch of 
Claudius, in whole favour the emperor proftitufed foine of the taaSL 
honourable rewards of military valour. See Sndton< in Claudao, 
c. s8. Poifides employed a great part of hii wealth in building 

Ut SfaJo vincebat Capitolia noftra 
Pofides. 

Juvenal. Sat. iiv. 

(5) Caftrari mares vetuit. Sueton. in Domitian. c. 7. See Dion. 
Caffiut, 1. lxvii» p. I107, 1. Ixviii, p. 1 119. 

(6) There is a paiTage in the Auguftan hiftory, p. 157^ invrhich 
Lam^riditti, whilift he pralfes Alexander Severus and Conftantine 
for reftraining the tyranny of the eunuchs, dq>loret the mifchieft 
which they occafioned in other reigns. Hue accedit quod «inuchot 
nee in coniiliis necin miniileriis habuit; qui foli principes perdant^ 
dum COS more gentium aut regum Perfarum volant vhrtfe ; qui a 
populo etiam amicifiimum femoveat; qui jjiternuntii funt, aliud 
quam refpondctur referentes; daudentes principcm fuum, et agentcf 
ante omnia ne quid (ciat. 

(7) Xenophon Cyropoedia, 1. viii, p.i4o)hatftatedthefpec]0«t 
reafons which engaged Cyrus to entmft his perfon to the guard of 
eunuchs He had obfervcd in animals, that although the pradice 
of caftration might tame their ungovernable fieroeneis, it did not 
diminiih their i&ength or fpirit ; and he perfuaded him(elf, tha^ 
thofe who were fepar?ted from the reft of human kind, would he 
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alternatdy governed the mind of Conftantius 
by his fears, his inddence, and his vanity 
(8). Whilft he viewed in a deceitftil mirror 
the fair appearance of public profperity, he 
fupinely permitted them to intercept the com- 
plaints of the injured provinces, to accumu^- 
latc immenfe treafures by the fale of jufticc 
and of honours ; to difgrace the moft impor- 
tant dignities, by the promotion of chofewho 
had purchafed at their hands the powers of 
oppreffion (9), and to gratify their refent- 
ment againft the few independent fpirits, who 
arrogantly refufed to folicit the proteftion of 
Haves. Of thefe flaves the moft diftinguilhed 
was the chamberlain Eufebius, who ruled the 
monarch and the palace with fuch abfohite 
fway, that Conftantius, according to the 
iarcafin of an Imperial hiftorian, pofiefled fome 
CTcdit with this haughty favourite (10). By 
his artful fuggeftions, the emperor was per- 
fuaded to fubfcribe the condemnation of the 
unfortunate Gallus, and to add a new crime 

more finnly attached to the perfon of their benefactor. But a long 
expoicBce has contradidled the judgment of Cyrus. Some parti- 
cular inftances may occur of eunudis diitinguiihed by their fidelity, 
their valour, and thair abilities; but if we ejcamioe the general 
hiftory of Perlia, India, and China, we (hall find that the power 
of the eunudu hat uniibrmly marked the decline and fall of every 
dynafiy. 

(8) See Ammianns Marcellinus, 1 zxi, c. 16, 1. xxii, c 4. 
The whole tenor of his impartial hiftory ferves to juftify the invec- 
tiyet of Mamertinus, of Lihanius, and of Julian himfelf, who 
have infultcd the vices of the court oJF Conftantius. 

(9) Aurelius Vidor cenfures the negligence of his fovereign in 
chufing the governors of the provinces, and the generals of tho 
army, and concludes his hiftory with a very bold obfervation, as it 
it much more dangerous under a feebje reien to attack the minifters 
than the mafter himfelf. " Uti verum ahlolvam brevi, ut Impera- 
" tore ipfo darius ita apparitorum plerifque magis atrox nihil." 

( 10) Apnd quern (fi vere did dc beat) multmn Conftantius potult . 
Ammian 1. zviii, x. 4. 

to 
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to the long lift of unnatural murders which 
pollute the honour of the houfe of Con* 
ftantine. 
UaettioB When the two pephews of Conftantine^ 
^o*2»» Gallus and Julian, were faved from the fury 
^ of the foldiers, the former was about twdve, 
and the latter about fix years of age ; and, 
as the ddeft was thought to be of a uddy con- 
fiitution, they obtained with the lefs difficulty 
a precarious and dependent life, from the af- 
fe&ed pity of Conftantius, who was fenfible 
that the execution of thefe helplefs orphans 
would have been efteemed, by all mankind, 
an ad of the mofi deliberate cruelty (ii). 
Different cities of Ionia and Bythinia were 
affigned for the places of their exile and edu- 
cation ; but, as foon as their growing years 
excited the jealoufy of the emperor, he 
judged it more prudent to fecure thofe un- 
iiappy youths in the ftrong caftle of Macellum, 
near Caefarea. The treatment which they 
experienced during a fix years confinement, 
was partly fuch as they could hope from a 
careful guardian, and pardy fuch as they 
might dread from a fufpicious tyrant (12). 
Their prifon was an ancient palace, the refi- 
dence of the kings of Cappadocia ; the fitu- 
ation was pleafant, the biiildings ftately, the 

(11) Gregoiy Na2ian2en (Orat. iii, p. 9o)reproacIie8tlieapoftat^ 
with bis ingratitude towards Mark, biihop of ^rcthnfa, who had 
contributed to fuTC his life ; and we learn, though from a left ref- 
pedtable authority (Tillemont, Hill des Emperenrs, torn, iv, p. 
916}, that Julian was concealed in the fanduary of a church* 

(12) The moft authentic account of the education and adveaturca 
of Julian, is contained in the epiftle or manifefto which he hinifelf 
ad^eifed to the fenate and people of Athens. Liibaniut (Orat; 
Parentalis), on the fide of the Pagans, tnd Socrates (1. iii, c. i), 
on that of the ChriiU»ns, hav^ preiienred fercral intcrefiing cir- 
tumftanccs. 

inclof^rp 
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inclofure fpacious. They purfued their 
fiudies, and praftifed their exerciifes under 
the tuition of the moft fldlful matters ; and 
the numerous houfehold appointed to attend» 
or rather to guard, the nephews of Conftan- 
tine, was not unworthy of the dignity of 
their birth. But they could not difguife to 
themfdves that they were deprived of for- 
tune, of freedom, and of fafety ; feduded 
from the fpdety of all whom they could truft 
or efteem, and condemned to pafs their me- 
lancholy hours in the company of flaves, de- 
voted to the commands of a tyrant, who had 
already injured them beyond the hope of re- 
concilmtion. At length, however, tne emer- 
gences of the ftate compelled the emperor, 
or rather his eunuchs, to inveft Gallus, inoaiius dc* 
the twenty-fifth year of his age, with the^^*^^ en- 
title of <]!acfar., and to cement this political3^J, 
connedHon by his marriage with the princefsMarch s- 
Confiantia. After a formal interview, in 
which the two princes mutually engaged their 
fisiith never to undertake any thing to the 
prejudice of each other, they repaired with- 
out delay to their refpe£tive ftations. Con- 
ftantius continued his march towards the 
Weft, and Gallus fixed his refidence at An- 
tioch, from whence, with a delegated au- 
thority, he adminiflered the five great dio- 
cefs of the eaftern praefeAure (13). In thi§ 
fortunate change, die new Caeur was not 

(i J ) For the promotion of Gallus, fee Idativs, Zefimus, and the two 
Vigors. According to Philollorgius (1. vr^ c. i), Theophilui, 
an Ariaa biihop, was the witnels, and, as it were, the guarantee^ 
of this folemn engagement. He fupported that charader with ge- 
nerous firmneis;^ but M.de Tillemont (Hift. desEmperenrs, torn. 
IT, p. 1120) tlunks it yerj improbable that an heretic (hoiild have 
poffefled fttch virtue* 

unmind* 
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unmindful of his brother Julian who ob- 
tained the honours of his rank, the appear* 
ances of liberty, and the reftitution of ail 
ample patrimony ( 1 4). 
Cruelty ThewritcFs the moft indulgent to the me- 
JJ^^^^'mory of Gallus, and even Julian himfelf, 
GaUiit. though he wiflied to call a veil over the 
frailties of his brother, are obliged to confefi 
that the Caefar was incapable of reigning. 
Tranfborted from a prifon to a throne, he 
poflefled neither genius nor application, nor 
docility to compenfate for the want of know- 
ledge and experience. A temper naturally 
morofe and violent, inftead of being corre&ed, 
was foured by folitude and adveruty; the re- 
membrance of what he had endured, difpofed 
him to retaliation rather than to fympathy ; and 
the ungoverned fellies of his rage were often 
fatal to thofe who approached his perfon, or 
were fubjeft to his power C 15). Conftantina, 
his wife, is defcribcd, not as a woman, but 
as one of the infernal furies tormented with 
an infatiate thirft of human blood (16). In- 
. ftead of employing her influence to infinuatc 

(14) Julian was at firft permitted to pnrfue his ftudies at Cooftan- 
tinople^ buttbe reputation which he acquired foon excited ihc jea« 
loufy of Conftantius ; and the young prince was advifed to with- 
draw himfelf to the lefs confpiciious fcenes of Bithynia and Ionia. 

(15) See Julian ad S. P Q^A. p. a;!, Jerom. in Chron. Aurelius 
Vi^or, Eutropifis, x, 14. liballcopy the-wordsof Eutropiuswho, 
wrote his abridgnient about fifteen years after the death of Gallus, 
when there was no longer any motive cither to flatter or to depre- 
ciate his charader. ** Mnltis incivilibus geftis Gallus Cxfar . . . 
** vir natara fcrox, et ad tyrannidem pronior, fi fuo jure iinperare 
" licuiiTct." 

(16) Mcj2:xra quidem mortalis, . icfiammatrix fxvientis affidua, 
humani crupris avida, &.c. Ammian. Marcellin. 1. xiv, c. i. 
The fincerity of Amraia/us would not fufier him to mifreprc- 
ient fadls or chara(5^ers, but his love of ambitiwt ornaments fre- 
quently betrayed him into an unnatural vehemence of cxprcfiion. 

the 
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the mild counfels of prudence add humanity, 
Ihe exafperated the fierce paflions of ha: huf- 
band^ and as ihe retained the vanity , though 
flie had renounced the gentlenefs of her fex, 
a pearl necklace was efteemed an equivalent 
price for the murder of an innocent and vir- 
tuous nobleman (17)* The cruelty of Gallus 
was fometimes difplayed in the undiflembled 
violence of popular or military executions ; 
and was fometimes dii^uifed by the abufe of 
law, and the forms of judicial proceedings. 
The private houfes of Antioch, and the places . 
of public refort, were befieged by fpics and 
informers ; and the Caefar himfelf, concealed 
in a plebeian habit, very frequently conde- 
fcended to aflume that odious charafter. 
Every apartment of the palace was adorned 
with the inftruments of death and torture, 
and a general confternation was diflufed 
through the csnpital of Syria. The prince of 
the Eaft, as if he had been confdous how 
much he had to fear, and how little he de- 
ferved to reign, fdefted for the objects of 
his refentment, the provincials accufed of 
feme imaginary treafon, and his own cour- 
tiers, whom with more reafon he fufpeded 
of inceniing, by their fecret correfpondence, 
the timid and fufpicious mind of Confian* 
tins. But he forgot that he was depriving 
himfelf of his only fupport, the aflFeftion of 
the people ; whflfl he nimifhed the malice of 
his enemies with the arms of truth, and af* 
forded the emperor the faireft pretence of 

(17) His name was Clematitia of Alexandria, and his odIt crime 
was a refiiial tp gratify the defires of his mother-in-law; who foli- 
ated j^s death, hecsoie Ihc had been dilappoitttcd ol his kiYc. 
Ammian. L luv, c. i. . 

«a£l-: 
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exading the forfeit of his purple, and of his 
life(igr;. 
^^^^ As long as the civil war fufpended the fate 
mLmm, o^ tbc Roman world, Conftantius diiTembled 
A. D. 354* his knowledge of the weak and cruel admini- 
firation to vsouch his choice had fubjeded the 
Eaft; and the difcovcry of fome aflaffins, fe- 
cretly difpatched to Antioch by the tyrant of 
Gaul, was employed to convince the public, 
that the emperor and the Caefar were united 
by the fame mtereft, and purfued by the fame 
enemies (19). But when the viftory was 
decided in favour of Conftantius, his depen- 
dent colleague became leis ufeful and left for- 
midable. Every drcumftance of his conduft 
was feverely and fufpicioufly examined, and 
it was privately refolved, cither to deprive 
Gallus of the purple, or at leaft to remove 
him from the indolent luxury of Afia to the 
liardfliips and dangers of a German war. The 
death of Theophilus, confular of the pro- 
vince of Syria, who in a time of fcarcity had | 
been maifacred by the people of Antioch, with 
the connivance, and almofl: at the inftigation, 
of pallus, was jpftly refented, not only as i 
an a£fc pf )Kranton cruelty, but as a dangerous I 
infult on the fupreme majefty of Conftantius. 
Twominifters of illuftrious rank, Domitian, 
the Oriental prxfeft, and Montius, quaeftor j 

(iS) See in Ammianui (l. pr, c i, 7) a very ample detail of ^ 
the crnelties •£ Gailus. fii$ brother Julian (p. %7%) inimaatei, 
that a fecret confpiracr }iaci been formed againft him ; and Zofimvi 
names (1. ii, p. 135} thc;"perfons engaged in it; aminifter of coo- 
fiderable rank, and two obfcure agents, who were refolved to make 
their fortune. 

(19) Zonarat» 1. xxii, torn, ii, p. 17, iS. The affailins had 
fiiduced a great nimibifr of legionaries; but their defigns weredif- 
mxvpred and revealed hj an old woman in whofe cottage they lodged. 

of 
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ofthepalacCy Were empowered by a ipedalt 
commiffion to vifit and refonn the ftate of the 
Eaft. They were inftruAed tp behave to- 
wards Gallus with moderation and refpeA, 
and, by the gentleft arts of perfuafion, to en* 
gage him to comply with the invitation of his 
brother and colleague. The raihnefs of the 
praefed diiappointed thefe prudent meafures, 
andhaflenedhis own ruin, as weU as that of 
his enemy. On his arrival at Antioch, Do- 
mitian pafled difdainfuUy before the gates of 
the palace, and alleging a flight pretence of 
indiQ>olition, continued feveral days in fulleo 
retirement, to prepare an inflammatory me- 
morial, which he tranfmitted to the Imperial 
court. Yielding at length to the prefling fo^ 
licitations of Gallus, the praefed condefcended 
to take his feat in council ; but his firli ftep 
was to iignify a concife and haughty man- 
date, importing that the Caefar mould im- 
mediatdy repair to Italy, and threatening 
that he himfelf would puniih his delay or he- 
fitation, by fufpending the ufusd allowance 
of his houfehold. The nephew and daughter 
of Conftantine, who would ill brook the info- 
fence of a fubjeft, exprefled their refentment 
by inftandy delivering Domitian to the cul^ 
tody of a guard. The quarrel ftiU admitted 
of fome terms of accommodation. They 
were rendered impra£ticable by the imprudent 
bdiaviour of Montius, a fiatefman, whofe art 
and exjperience were frequently betrayed by 
the levity of his difpofition (20). The q^iael- 

tor 

(t^) Ip the prcfeikt text 6f AmmiftmM, wem4 4^> ^tridesv 
fed a4 Unitatem |iropeniioff ; which formfta feottBce of cootridi^ory 
aoBfenfe. yHui the aid tii an old maaiiftripf, Vmlefios h^dxedified 
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tor reproached Gallus in haughty language, 
that a prince, who was fcarcdy authorifed 
to remove a municipal magiftrate, ihould 
prefume to imprifon a Ptaetorian praefedt; 
convoked a meeting of the civil and military 
officers; and required them, in the name of 
their fovereign, to defend the perfon and dig- 
nity of his reprefentatives. By this rafli dc;- 
daration of war, the impatient temper of 
Gallus was provoked to embrace the moft 
id^perate counfels. He ordered his guards 
to fiand to their arms, afiembled the populace 
of Antioch, and recommended to their zeal the 
care of his fafety and revenge. His com- 
mands were too fatally obeyed. They ruddy 
feized the prsfed and the qusftor, and tyinj 
their legs together with ropes, they draggei 
them through the ftreets of the city, infiided 
a thoufand mfults and a thoufand wounds on 
thefe unhappy viftims, and at laft precipitated 
their mangled and lifelefs bodies into the 
fiream of-die Orontes (21). 
Dangerous After fuch a deed, whatever might have 
oSm ° '^^heen the defigns of Gallus, it was only in a 
.field of battle that he could aflert his inno- 
cence with any hope of fuccefs. But the 
mind of that prince was formed of an equal 
mixture of violence and wcaknefe. Inftead 
of affuming the title of Auguftus, inftead of 

the firft of thefe corrupt ions, and we perceive a ray of light in the 
ifubflitution of the word vgfer. If we venture to change lenitatem 
into Uvitatem, this alteration of a fingle letter will render the whole 
paiCige dear and confii^ent. 

(21 ) Inftead of being obliged to collet fcattered and imperfed 
hints from various fources, we now enter into the full ftream of the 
biftory of Anuuianus, and need only refer to the feventh and ninth 
chapters of his fourteenth book Philoftorgius, however (1 . iii, 
«. dS), though partial to Callus, (hould not be entirely overlook^. 

. employ- 
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employiiig in fais defence the troops ahd trea- 
fures of the Eaft, he ftiffered himfelf to be 
deceived by the affeded tranquillity of Con- 
ftantius, who, leaving him the vain pagean- . 
try of a Court, imperceptibly recalled the 
veteran legions from the provinces of Afia. But 
as it ftiU appeared dangerous to arreft Galliis 
in his capital, the flow and fafer arts of dif- 
fimulation were praftifed with fuccefs. The 
frequent and prefling epiftles of Conftantius 
were filled with profeflions of confidence and 
friendfliip ; exhorting the Caefar to difcharge 
the duties of his high ftation, tO relieve his 
colleague from a part of the public cares, and 
to affift the Weft by his prefence, his counfels, 
and his arms. After fo many reciprocal in- 
juries, Gallus had reafon to fear and to dif- 
tnift. But he had neglefted the opportu- 
nities of flight and of refiftance ; he was fe- 
duced by the flattering affiu*ances of the tri- 
bune Scudilo, who, under the femblance of 
a rough foldier, difguifed the moft artful infi- 
nuation ; and he depended on the credit of 
his wife Conftantina, till the unfeafonable 
death of that princefs completed the ruin in 
which he had been involved by her impetuous 
paifions (22). 

After a long delay, the reluftant CariTar fet Hisdifgracc 
forwards on his journey to the Imperial court, a. d. 3*54^ 
From Antioch to Hadrianople, he traverfed Dcctmbcr. 
the wide extent of his dominions with a nu- 
merous and ftately train ; and as he laboured 
to conceal his apprehenfions from the world, 
and perhaps from himfelf, he entertained the 

(»») She had preceded her htdband ; but died of a feter on the 
road> at a little place in Bithyata^ called Caooin Gallicaniim. 

people 
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people of C!oiiftaiitinoide with an exhifaidoli 
of the games of the circus. The progrcfe of 
the journey might, however, have warned 
him o£ the impending danger. In all the 
jHrindpalcitieshewas met by minifiersof confi- 
dence, commiffioned to feize the offices of 
government, ta obferve his motions, and to 
prevent the hafl^ Tallies of his defpair. The 
perfons diipatched to fecure the provinces 
which he left behind, pafled him with cold 
ialutations, or aifecled difdain ; and the 
troops, whofe ilatlon lay along the public 
road, were ihidioufly removed on his ap- 
proach, leaft they might be tempted to offer 
their fwords for die fervice of a civil war (23). 
After Gallus had been permitted to rqpofe 
himfelf a few days at Hadrianople, he re- 
ceived a mandate, exprefled in the moft 
haughty and abfolute llyle, that his fplendid 
retinue fhou]d halt in that city, wmle the 
Caefar himfelf, with only ten poft carriages, 
fliould haften to the Imperiad reiidence at Mi- 
lan. In this rapid journey, the profound 
refpe A which was due to the brother and 
colleague of Conftantius, was infenfibly 
changed into rude familiarity ; and Gallus, 
who difcovered in the countenances of the 
attendants that they already confidered them- 
felves as his guards, and might foon be em- 
ployed as his executioners, began to accufe 

{43) TheThebsan legions, which were then quartered at Ha- 
drianople, fent a deputation to Gallus, with a tender of their fer- 
vice*. Ammian. I. xiv, c. ii. The Notitia (f. 6, ap, 38, edit. 
Labb) mentions three feveral legions which bore the name of 
Thebzan. The zeal of M. de Voltaire, to deftroy a deipicable 
though celebrated legend, has tempted him on the ilighteft grounds 
to deny the exiAence of a Thebaean legion in the Roman armies. 
Sec Oeuvres dc Voltaire, torn, jet, p. 414, quarto edition. 

his 
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his fatal raflxnefs, and to rccoUcft with terror 
and remorfe the conduft by which he had 

E revoked his fate. The diffimulation which 
ad hitherto been preferved, was laid afide at 
Petovio in Pannonia. He was conduced to a 
palace in the fuburbs, where the general Bar- 
batioy with a feleft band of foldiers, who 
could neither be moved by pity, nor cor- 
rupted by rewards, expefted the arrival of 
his illuftnous vidim. In the clofe of the 
evening he was arretted, ignominioufly 
ftripped of the enfigns of Caefar, and hurried 
away to Pola in Ifiria, a fequeftered prifon, 
which had been fo recently polluted with 
royal blood. The horror which he felt, was 
foon encreafed by the appearance of his im- 
placable enemy the eunuch Eufebius, who, 
with the ai&fiance of a notary and a tribune, 
proceeded to interrogate him concerning the 
adminiftration of the Eaft. The Caefar funk 
under the weight of fhame and guilt, con- 
feffed all the criminal a6tions, and all the 
treafonable defigns with which he was 
charged ; and by imputing them to the ad- 
vice of his wife, exafperated the indignation 
of Conftantius, who reviewed with partial 
prejudice the minutes of the^ examinatioiiT 
The emperor was eafily convinced, that his 
own fafety was incompatible with the life of 
his coufin: the fentence of death was figned, 
difpatched, and executed ; and the nephew 
of Conftantine, with his hands tied behind his 
back, was beheaded in prifon Uke the vileft 
malefador (24). Thofe who are inclined to 

palliate 

C%4) See the complete nuratite of tlie journey and death of 
Oailttt in Ammiannf , 1. iIt, c ii. Julian complainf that hit bro- 

thcr 
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palliate the cruelties of Gonftantius, aflert 
that he foon relented, and endeavoured to recal 
the bloody mandate; but that the fecond 
meflenger entrufted with the reprieve, was 
detained by the eunuchs, who dreaded the un- 
forgiving temper of Gallus, and were defirous 
of re-umting to their empire the wealthy pro* 
yinces of the Eaft (35). 
Thedaqgcr Bcfides the reigning emperor, Julian alone 
»j«^^^«furvivcd, of all the numerous pofterity of 
^^ Gonftantius Chlorus. The misfortune of his 
royal birth involved him in the difgrace pf 
Gallus. From his retirement in the happy 
country of Ionia, he was conveyed under a 
ftrong guard to the court of Milan; where he 
languimed above feven months, in the con- 
tinual apprehen^on of fufFering the fame igno- 
minious death, which was daily inflifted, 
almoft before his eyes, on the friends and ad- 
herents of his perfecuted family. His looks, 
his geftures, his fiJence, were fcrutinized 
with malignant curiofity, and he was perpe- 
tually affaulted by eneniies, whom he had 
never offended, and by arts to which he was 
a ftran^er (26). But in the fchool of adver- 
ty, Juhan infenfibly acquired the virtues of 

ther was put to death without a trial ; attempts to juftify, or ait leaft 
to excufe, the cruel revenge which he had infliAed on his enemies; 
but feems at laft to acknowledge that he might jufUy have been 
deprived of the purple. 

(%S\ Philbftorgius, 1. iv, c. i. Zonaras, 1. xiii, torn, ii, p. 
19. . But the former was partial towards an Ariaii monarch, and 
the latter tranfcribed, without choice or criticifm, whatever he 
Ibund in the writings of the ancients. 

(16) See Anunianus Marcellin. 1. xv, c. 4, 3, S. Julian him- 
felf, in his epiftle to the Athenians, draws a very lively and juft 
pidure of his own danger, and of his fentiments. He ihews» 
however, a tendency to exaggerate his fufierings, by iniinuating, 
though in obfcure terms^ that they kifted above a year; a period 
^ which cannot be reconciled with the truth of chronology. 

firmnefs 
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firmnefs and difcretion* He defended his 
honour, as well as his life^ againft the en- 
fiiaiing fubtleties of the eunuchs, who en* 
deavoiircd to extort fome declaration of his 
fentiments: and whilft he cautioufly fup- 
preffed his grief and rrfentmcnt, he nobly 
difdained to flatter the tyrant, by any feeming 
approbation of his brother^s murder. Julian 
moft devoutly afcribes his . mii'aculous deli- 
verance to the proteftion of the Gods, who 
liad exempted his innocence from the fen- 
tence of deftrudion pronounced by their juf- 
tice againft the impious houfe of Conftantlne, 
(27)* As the moft efieAual inftrumcnt of 
their providence, he gratefully acknowledges 
the fteady and generous frien4fhip or the em- 
prefs Eufcbi^ (^8), a woman of beauty and 
merit, who, by the afcendant which ftie had 
gained over the mind of her hufban^, coun- 
terbalanced,, in fome meafiu*e, the powerful 
conljpiracy of the eunuchs. . By iHCj^ intercef- 
fion.of his. patronefs, Julian was ^jdmittcd 
into the Imperial prefence; he';pl^aded his 
cauf<^ with a decent freedom, he vds heard 
with favour ; and notwithftanding me efforts 
of his enemies, who urged the cunger of 
fparing aft avenger of the blood . 61 Gallus, 
the milder fentiment of Eufebia prevailed in 

(27) Julian Kas W4>rked the mmes and misfortunes of the famUy 
tof Coiiftkntiii^ into an alle^orieal £ible, wKieh U hap^ly ctfncciyed 
and s|greea^iy r«iated« It formt the conclufion of the feventh 
Oration, from whence it has been detached and'traaflated hj the 
Abbe de h Bleterie. Vie d^ ^ovien,- torn, ii-, p. 385-^408. 

(a 8) She wa« a native of Thei&lontca'in Macedonia^ of a noble 
family, and the daughter as well as lifter of confols. -Her marriage 
with the emperor may be placed in the year $52, In a divided age, 
the hiitorians of all parties agree in her praifei. See their teftimonies 
colleAed by Tillemont, Hift. des Empereurs, torn, iv, p. 750 

^^Voi-. HL N the 
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^the tbtiirtH. Stit thfe irfffefts oki feroiid in- 
tef-view wm dr^^ded by the euttuch^j; tlid 
jyiikn Was ^dvlfedt6 widrdrawforii tdifle 
into thfe ireighbcfttrhood of IWfflab, till theetn- 
^cffor thoti^t jit-opcr to stffigndic rfty tjf 
He is fent AtJrens for the )p3ace of his hohourabfe exile, 
to Athens, ^s heiad /difcovered from his e^rUdft yo'tith, 
MV^^'^"^^^^P^^^^y»^^^ rathei- patficdi, fortJie iaft- 
gttigfejt' the marititt-s, the leavnitig, slnd t!hte 
refi'gifori of the (li'eeks, he obeyed ^ith jfca- 
fore ati otder fo agfeeaye to his wife^s. 
^^rft-om the tuiiiillt of arms, and thetirea- 
^chery of cbtittSrHe fpent fix months amtdfe 
the groves 6f rfife icademy, in a free inter- 
courfe with^tlie jJhilofc3phers of the age, who 
ftucfifed to <tiitl^^aW iht getjiof, to fenconrage 
the Viffity,, and t6 enflame the devotion ctf 
their toyal'pnpfl. ' Then ^atbnt^ ^t^ lact 
unfiiccefera}') krld.'jnhin inviolably prefetvierd 
for Adftni that tender regard, v^ich iG^dbin 
feih; to^ arife *3A a; liberal tnind, from the re- 
colle<fH6at)f thfe plafec ^^hete it has diftovered 
and exffcMTedits growing povp^ers. ^rhe,g;eti- 
tlenefs Slid' afiability of manffefs, which his 
tempier 'Iftiggeffed and his fittiatioh imj^ofed, 
inf^nfib^ eng^ed the afieftions o/ the ftran- 
gers, as \ml.as citizens, with whom he 
converfeti. ^Some of his fcfiow-ftudetits mrglit 
perhaps examine, his behaviour with an eye 
of prejudice and avorfion ; bbt Julian efta- 
bliihed, in the fchodls of Athene, a gefteril 
prepoffeffion iii favour of his virtues aod ta- 
lents, which was foon difiiifed over they Ro- 
man world (M)i 

WhOft 

(19) Libanitts and Gitgavf Naiianzem hiTe exhaitfioil the arts 
a« well as the powers of theittloquence, to repreTeat Ji^iaa "ia* the 

firft 
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Whilft his hours were paffed away in ^-^^^ *• 
dious retirement, the empreis, refblute to at- 
chieve the generous defign which fhe had un- 
dertaken, was not unmindful of the care of 
his fortune. The death of the late Carfax had 
left Confiantius invefted with the fole com- 
mand, and opprefled by the accumulate^ 
weight of a mighty empire. Before tl\e 
wounds of civil dncord could be healed, the 
provinces of Gaul were overwhelmed by a 
deluge of Barbarians. The Sarmatians np 
longer refpcfted the barrier of the Danube. 
The impunity of rapine had incrjeaifed the 
boldneis and number of the wild Ifaurians : 
thofe robbers defcended from their cra^ggy 
mountains to ravage the adjacent .country, 
and had even prefumed, though without 
fuccdsj to beiiege the important city of i$e- 
leuda, which was defended by a eanrifon of 
three Roman l^ons. Aboyc all, 3ie Perfiah 
monarch, flated by vidory, a^in threatened 
the peace of .Afia, and the prewnce of thcew- 
pcrpr w^ in^ifpenfably required, both In the 
W^, and in the Eaft. For the firft time, 
Conilai;itius iincerely acknowledged, that his 
fingle ftrength was imequal to fuch an en^tejQt 
!of . care and of dominion ^30). InjTeniible to 
the voice, jof flattery, whidi affur^d him that 

^rft of heroes, or the worft pf tyrants. Gregory, was his fellow- 
ftucknt at Athens; and -the fymptoms, which ' he -fo tragically de- 
Jlcri^, of ti||ie fn^e ^pf^c^bed^^fs /of the apoibitey a^QUft pnty .to 
fisme bodily ijm>erfe(^ion8, and to fome peculiarities in hit ^eck 
and manner. -He protefts, however, that he then fqrefawaad-f ore- 
told the calamities of the church and (late C^'cg. Nazianzen, Orat. 

. (9o)iSuQaiinbfire totneceffitatihptjtaBiqneccehristtiittm>fe ^puid 
aunqqam .icQcatjiptrtc idemonftrana. '. Aminian. ■!.' xt» c« B.\Ha 
4JMa .caeprefliesy. faJlhcif^owhwwovds, ^thtt^fls^ttenng ,aHjiiranccs.of. tha 
.«ourtier8. 

:N.2 |iis 
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his all-powerftil virtue, ind celeftial fortune^ 
would ftiil continue to triumph over every 
obftacle, he liftened with complacency to the 
advice of Eufebia, which ^ratified his indo- 
lence, without offending his fufpicious pride. 
.As Ihe perceived that the remembrance of^ 
Gallus dwelt on the emperor's miiid, fhe art- 
fully turned his attention to the oppofite cha- 
racters of the two brothers, which from their 
'infancy had been compared to thofe ofDo- 
'mitian and of Titus (31). She accuftomed 
her hulband to confider Julian as a youth of 
a mild unambitious difpofition, whofe alle- 
giance and gratitude might he fecured by the 
rift of the purple, and who was qualified to 
with honour,' afubordinateftation, with- 
out afpiring to difpute the commands, or to 
fliade the glories, of his fovereign and benc- 
faftor. After an obftinate, though fecrct 
ftruggle, the oppofition of the favourite 
eunuchs fubmitted to the afcendency of the 
emprefe ; and it was refolved that Julian, after 
celebrating his nuptials with Helena, fifter 
of Conftantius, fliould be appointed, with 
the title of Cscfar, to reign over the countries 
beyond the Alps (32). 

Although the order which recalled hifn to 
court was jy-obably accompanied by fome iil- 
timation of his approaching greatnefs, he 
appeals to the people of Athens to witnefe his 
tears of undinetobled forrow, when he was 
reluctantly torn away from his beloved re- 

(31) Tantiun z temperatls moribus Juliani differeiis fratris quitf- 
tum inter VcfpafiaDi fitioa fuh, Domitianum et Titmm. Ammian. 
1. ziv, c. II. The circumftaaces and education ef thetw«brochefs 
<were fo nearly the fame, at to afford a ftrtag example of the innate 
difference of chara^en. 

(3a} Ammianat, 1. zv, c, 8. Zoiimui, I. iu| p. i37r zjt. 

tirenient. 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. i8i 

tiremcnt (33). He trembled for his life, for 
his famc^ and even for his virtue ; and his 
ible confidence was derived from the per- 
fuafion, that Minerva infpired all his aftions, 
and that he was protected by an invifiblc 
guard of angels, who for that purpofe me 
had borrowed from the Sun and Moon, He 
approached, with horror, the palace of Mi- 
lan ; nor could the ingenious youth conceal 
his indignation, when he found himfelf ac- 
cofted with falfe and fervile refpeft by the 
affaflins of his family. Eufebia, rejoicing in 
the fuccefs of her benevolent fchemes, em- 
braced him with the tendernefs of a lifter j 
and endeavoured, by the moft foothing ca- 
reffes, to difpel his terrors, and reconcile him 
to his fortune. But the ceremony of Ihaving 
his beard, and his aukward demeanour, when 
he firft exchanged the <:loak of a Greek phi- 
lofopher for the military habit of a Roman 
prince, amufed, during a few days, the. le- 
vity of the Imperial court (34)^ 

The emperors of the age of Conftantine 
no longer deigned to confiUt with the fenate 
in the choice of a colleague ; but the^j were 
anxious that their nomination ihould be rati- 
fied by the confent of the army. On this fo- 
lemn occafion, the guards, with the other 
jtroops whofe ftations were in thj neighbour- 
hood of Mila.n, appeared under arms ; and 
Conft^ntius afcegnided his lofty tribunal, hold- 

(33) Julian ads. P. Q^ A- p, 475, 176, Libsinius» Orat. x, p. 
a68. Julian did not yield till the Gods had fignified dieir will by 
repeated vifions and omens. liis piety then forbade him to refift. 

(34) Julian himfelf relates (p- 274)9 with fome humour, the 
jcircumftances of his own metamorphofis, his downcaft looks, and 
JKis perplexity at being thus fuddenly tranfported into » new world, 

where every objedl appeared ftrange and hoilile. 

ing 
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ing by the hind his coufin Jufiah, i^Jio en- 
tered the fame day into the twenty-fifth year 
of his age (35). In t ftucfied Ipeech, con^ 
ceivcd and deKvered Mdth dignity, the em- 
peror reprcfented the various dangers which 
threatened the profp^rity of the republic, the 
heceffity of naming a Cacfar for thd adniini- 
ftration of the Weft, aiid his own intchfiori, 
if it 'rtrls agreeable to their wifhes, of rc^ 
warding with the honours of the purple, the 
|)rbmifing Virttes of the nephew of Cctoftaa- 
tinc. Tnc approbation of the foWiers was 
tettifled by a refpc6lfiil riiurmur : they piied 
oh the mahly countenance of Jtiliari, and ofr- 
fefved with pleaiurc, that the- fir* itrfacK 
fp^rkled iii his eyes was tempered by a modeft 
bhifli, on being thiis fexpdfed, for the firft 
time, to the pubKc view of mankind. As 
foon as the ceremony of his invcftitiife had 
been perforined, Coiiftantius addreffcd him 
with the tone df authoHty, which his fitp6- 
rior age and ftation permitted hith to affiime; 
and exhotdng the new Cifai* to deibrvc, by 
herbic deeds, that facrcd and imiiloftal hime, 
Ihfe ejnp^ror gafve his colIeagUe the ftrongeft 
aflUrailcei of a fHfendflliji Which Ibbtild «ev^ 
If^ Im^iair^d by time, rioi- Intdrrtipted by thdt 
'fepkfatioh into tht mdft diftant ditnatfes. As 
fooh as the fpeech v^s ended, the troops, its 
• 4 toketl of Jipplaufb, claflied theit fliidds 
igdihft their knees (36) ; while the offixreA 

(35) S<ee iiiAhii^n; iVlarcefliii, I. xt, c. i, 2ofiinti8, I. iii, 
f . i3i)- Aut-eliili VidlOlr. Vidor Juiiidr iii EpHbih. Etitrop. x, 14. 

(36) Miiitafcs omncs horren^o fragore fcuti genibiu iHidcBCet ; 
qAod eft prbfperitdti'8 fnfiidinn plenum; nam contra mm hafUs cly- 
pel fcriuhtur, irae doiqimcnttim eft ct ddlaris. . . . Aminiar.ns zddk, 
vrliSi i liicfe 8iftiri^i6n, Enkqiie ut "pMidrl rcVef en£ia ilTVaretuf, 
nee fupra mpdum knddixint h'ec infirk qtt^m dccebat. 

who 
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who furrounded the tribujial exprefle4, with 
decent refcrvc, their fenfe of tlxc merits of 
the reprefentativc of ConlUntius4 

The two princes returned to the palace ixi„d dedar- 
tlic feme cnaript ; and dm'ing the flow pro-«<i c»far, 
ccffion, Julian repeated to himfelf a verfe of^;^'//^* 
his favoiirite Homer, which he might equ^By 
apply to his fortun? and to his fears (37). 
The four and twenty days which the Cxfar 
^nt at Milan after his iijveftiture, and the 
firft months of his Gallic reign, were de- 
voted to a fplendid, but fevere captivity; nor 
could the acquifition of honour compenfate 
for the lofs of freedom (38). His fteps were 
watched,^ his correfpondence was intercepted; 
and he was obliged, by prudence, to decline 
the vifits of his moft intimate friends. O^ 
his former domeftics, four only were per- 
mitted to attend him ; two pages, his phy- 
fician, and his lil^rarian; the lad of wnoni 
was employed in the care of a valuable col- 
lection of bookj, the gift of the emprefs, who 
fhidied the inclinations as well as the intereft 
of her friend. In the room of thefe faithful 
fervants, an houfehold was formed, fuch in- 
deed as became the dignity of a Caefar: but 
it was filled with a crowd of flaves, deftitute^ 

(37) EXXaCf mf^ftoi awr^c, tuu fMifa *fmr«w. The word 
fttrfh^ wUch Homer had ufed a* a ^ague but common epithet for 
death, was apptied by Julian to eiprefi, Terj aptly, the nature and 
•b)cA ef his own apprehenfionc. 

(3S) Me reprefcnts, in the moft pathetic terms (p, 277), th^ 
diftrefs of his new fituation. The provifion for his table was bowr 
ever fo elegant and fumptuous, that the young philofopher rcjcAcc} 
It with dildain. Quum Icgeret libellum affidue, quem Conftantiuf 
ut privignum ad ftudia mittens manu fu^ confcnpferat, praplicenter 
difponcns quid in convivio Cabfaris impei^di deberet, Phafianum, at 
vulvam et fumen e:(igi vctuit et i^ferri. Ammian, Marcellin. L 
Vf'h f- 5- 

and 
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and perhaps incapMe of any attachment for 
their new mafier, to whom, for the moil 
part, they wcri^ either unknown or fa£pc€bed. 
His want of experience might require the 
aifiRance of a wke council ; but the minute 
infirucjtions which regulated the fervice ofhis 
table, and the difiribution ofhis hours, mrere 
adapted to a youth fiill under the difcipline of 
his praecepjLors, rather than to the fituadon of 
a prince entnifled with the condu A of an 
important war* If he ai^ired to deferve the 
efteem of his fubjeds, he was checked by the 
fear of difpleafing his fovereign ; and even 
the fruits of his marriage-bed were blafted by 
the jealous artifices of Eufebia (39) herfelf, 
who, on this occafion alone, feeips to have 
been unmindful of the tenderneis of her fex, 
and the generofity of her character. The n^e-r 
mory of his father and of his brothers rcr 
minded Julian of his own danger, and his ap? 
prchenfions were encreafcd by the recent and 
'*J*^"*^*^unworthy fate of Sylvanus. In tliefummer 

SyWanus, ,., ' tii- ■■ • i 

A.D. j55,wftich preceded his own elevation, that ger 

September, neral had been chofen to deliver Gaul from 

, the tyninny gf the Barbarians; but Sylvanus 

fpon difcovered that he had left his moft daur 

gerous enemies in the Imperial court. A 

(39> If we recoUeift that Conftantine, the father tif Helens, 
4^e.d above eighteen years before in a mature old age, it will appear 
probable, that the daughter, though a virgin, could not be very 
rourig at the time of her marriage. She was fopn aftemards de- 
livered of a fon. Who died immediately, <ju6d obft^trix corrupta 
niercede, mox natum pracfcdo plufquam convenera^ umbilico nc- 
cavit. She accompanied the emperor and emprefsin th^ir journey 
to Rome, and the latter, quaefitum vcnenupi bibeite per fraudem 
iilexit, ut quoticfcunquc conccpiflct, immaturuiii abjkeret partum. 
Ammian. 1. xvi, c. lo. Our phyficians will determhie whether 
there exifts fuch a poifon. For my own part, I am inclined to hope 
that the public nialignity imputed the tffcAi of accident as the 
guilt .<>f Eufebia. 

dexte- 
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dexterous informer, countenanced by feveral 
of tltc principal minifters, procured from 
Kim fomc recommendatory letters ; and eraz- 
ing the whole of the contents, except the fig- 
nature, filled up the vacant parchment wim 
matters of high and treafonable import. By 
the iriduftry and courage of his friends, the 
fraud Was however detcfted, and in a great 
coundl of the civil and military oflicers, held 
in the prefence of the emperor himfelf, the in- 
nocencc of Sylvanus was publicly acknow- 
ledged. But the difcQveiy came too late; 
the report of the calumny, and the hafty 
feizure of his eftate, had already provoked 
the indignant chief to the rebellion of which 
fae was fo unjuftly accufed. He aflumed tho 
purple at his head quarters of Cologne, and 
his aftive powers appeared to menace Italy 
with ah invafion, and Milan with a fiege. 
In this eniergencyi Urficinus, a general of 
equal rank, regained by an aft of treachery, 
the favour which he had loft by his eminent 
fervices in the Eaft. Exafperated as he might 
fpecioufly allege, by injiuies of a fimilar na- 
ture, he haftened with a few followers to join 
the ftandard, and to betray the confidence, of 
his too credulous friend. After a reign of 
only twenty-eight days, Sylvanus was s^afii* 
nated : the foidiers who, without any crimi-. 
nal intention, had blincfly followed the ex* 
ample of their leader, immediately retijmed 
to their alle^ance ; and the flatterers of Con- 
ftantius celebrated the wifdom and felicity of 
the monarch who had extinguished a civil war 
.without the hazar4 of a battle (40). 

(40) Ammianus (zr, 5) was perfediy well icfofih^d of the eoA* 
du€t and fate of Sylranut. He himfelf was one of the few loilower* 
who attended Urficinus in his dangerous enterprife. 

The 
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^^^^ . Tlie pnjtcQkxa oi the RhactiOT froader, 
X^^^and tbe profemfion of the CathoHr Cluirch, 
April ss. cjctaiard Coidfauitiiis in Ital j abo^e dg^ten 
awmrhtafter thcdepjurtmcof JnEaa. JEksfioce 
the cmpcrar tetnrned into the Eaft, be in> 
dmi^cdois prideandcoriofityin^^ifit to the 
axaent capital (41). He proceeded £rom 
MQanxo Rome ahu^ the ffimiHan and Mami* 
nian ways; and as Uh» a& he af^roached 
within iactj miles of the dty, the march of 
aprince whohad neVer vanqLuflied a for^gn 
encpiy^aflnmedthe appearance of a triuo^hal 
pgQCcmop* His i^n4id traUi was xxxm* 
poled of all the minifters of liixnry ; but m 
a time of profound peace, he was encompalTed 
hy the ^ttteiing arms of the nameroivs iqua- 
drspns of his piard^ and cuiraffiers. Their 
iSbfceaming banners of iilk, embo&d with 
gola» ^d il^pcd in the form of dragon8» 
ii^ayed round the peribq of the ^mpiaror. Con* 
fliaMtfus iat alone in |l iofty car vdfic9d^nt 
isdth sold and predons g^ms; and, e3^c€|>t 
whcnne bowed his head to pais under the 
g^esi of the cities^ be affedied a fiatdy dc^ 
me^Pp^]^ of inflexible, and, as it Q%ht feera, 
o( inienfible gravity. The fevcTe dtfcipline 
i^the Pcrllan youth had teen introdujced by 
ihc ^nucb$ into the Imperial p^ce ; and 
fuch wei^e ih^ h^^it^ of patience wdiich they 
had indulcatcd, th;^, during a flow and iul- 
try-mwchs he wa^ never ifeen to move his 
h^i4 towards his fape, or to turn hi^eyes 
either to .th^ right or to the left. He was re- 

(41) For ihp particulars qf tire vi^t of Con(taiitias to Rom^ 
fee Ami?iianui, L xvif t, to, Wciiave onlftoadd; that Thcmi- 
ftiut was appointed deputy from Conftantinople, and that he com- 
jofc4W*(<^UiQ»t«ft%fthi«Qgr€Pi9i>):. . 

; " ceivcd 
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crelvtd by the magiffarates and £tnateo£ Rom0; 

a.nd the empesror furvcyed^ wkh attcBtLoB^ 

tJae citil hoBdurs of the repnblk^ and! the 

Gbiifiilar nnagpss of the aoble fiumbes. The 

Acdeta were Ixaed with an innmmei' abk mat* 

titiide^ Their repnted accl9iiiadoB8ie:^Kflied 

tkcir joy at behoIdil]|^9> after an ahfenoe:of this* 

ty-twd yeali^ the iacred pef ibfi 4Df their £m^ 

reigR*^ add Con^iiaDdus faim&if cxprefbd^ 

with fome^ pleatfanltyy his afFeded furpvift 

l3^t the hmnan race fliould tfaos fod* 

denfy be coBcifted on the fame ^)0t. Theioa 

of Condkuitine was lodged in die aaicieat 

paislee 6S Ao^j^uftm: he prefidrd in the &* 

luUte^ klrrairgeid the people from the tiibmnl 

which Ciceit3( had fo often afccadedy aflified 

xAddi litafoai courtefy at the games of At 

Cklcnis^ aard accepted the cvowna of gold^ as 

wrii ^ the psmegyrics which had btett prei- 

fooed &)r this cstemeny by tise deputies of 

tim plindpal dues. Hk ikoct vifit of thirty 

dSFfs wtSLs en^loyed in viewing the monii- 

tnents of sort and power^ which were Icat^ 

tated <sv& the feven hiUs and the intei^aceM: 

^alli(»« He admitisd the awful majefty o£ the 

cat)it61^ ibe^dA extent of the bad» of Cajra- 

calla and Diocletian, the fevere fimplicity of 

fh6 I^theoH, the maffy greatncfs of the iim- 

jpki&tatre oi Titus, the el#gant architednre 

of the ttteatrt? of Pompey aftd the TctnpJe «f 

Peace^ and, above aO, the fiately ftru^rare of 

tiMf Forum and cc^umn of Trajan; acknow* 

ledgix^, that the voice of fame, fb prone to 

invent and to inagniiy, had made an iaadt* 

qttite report of the mettx^^s of the world. 

The traveller, who has contemplated the 

nnns of ancient Rome, may conceive feme 

imperfeft idea a£ tkt fefttime«t& which tihey 
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muft have infoircd when they reared their 
heads in the fplendour of unfulUed beauty. 
A«twoW- The fatisfadion which Ck)nftantius had re- 
***• c^ved from this journey excited him to the- 
generous emulation of bellowing on the Ro- 
mans fome memorial of his own gratitude 
and munificence. His firft idea was to imitate 
theequeftrian and coloflalfiatue which hejhad 
fecn in the Forum of Trajan ; but when he 
had maturely weighed the difficulties of the 
execution (42), he chofe rather to embellifh 
the capital by the gift of an Egyptian obeliik. 
In a remote but poliflied age, which feems to 
have preceded the invention of alphabetical 
writing, a great number of thefeobeUfks had 
been ereded, in the city of Thebes and He- 
liopolis, by the ancient fovereigns of Egypt, 
in a juft confidence that the fimplicity of their 
form, and the hardneis of their fubftance, 
would refift the injuries of time and violence 
(43). Several of thefe extraordinary columns 
had been tranfported to Rome by Auguftus 
and his fucceiTors, as the moft durable monu- 
ments of their power and viftory (44) ; but 
there remained one obelifk, which from its 
fiae or fandity, efcaped for a long time the 

(4a) Hormifdas, a fugitire prince of Periia, obferved to tte 
emperor, that if he made fuch a horfe, he muft think of preparing 
a fiBiilar ftable (the Forum of Trajan). Another izjin% ot Hor* 
mifdat it recorded, ** that one thing only liad dt/pkafiJ him, tp find 
X " that men died at Rome as well at elfewhere.** If we adopt thk 

reading of the text of Ammianus ( difplieuijfe inftead of pUcuiJfc)^ 
we may confider it at a reproof of Roi^an Tanjty, T*^ contrary 
fenfe would be that of a mifanthrope. 

(43} When Germanicutvifited the ancient monuments of Thebes, 
* the eldeft of the priefts explained to him the meaning of thcfc 
hieroglyphics. Tacit. Aanal. ii, c. 60. But it feems probable, 
that before the ufeful inrentipn of an alphabet, thefe natural or ar- 
1>itrary figns were the common charadben of the Egyptian nation. 
Bee Warburton's Dirine Lagation of Mofes, yoL iii, p. 69—^43. 
, (44) See Pljo. Hift. Natur. 1. xxxyi, c. 14, 15, 

rapa- 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 189 

rapacious vanity of the conquerors* It was 
defigned by Conftantine to adorn his new dty 
f 45) ; and, after being removed by his order 
from the pedeftal where it flood before the 
Temple of the Sun at Heliopolis, was floated 
down the Nile to Alexandria. The death of 
Conftantine fufpended the execution of his 
purpofe, and this obelifk vras deftined by his 
ion to the ancient capital of the empire. A 
veflel of uncommon ftrength and capaciouf- 
nefs was provided to convoy this enormous 
weight of granite, at leaft an hundred and 
fifteen feet m length, from the banks of the 
Nile to thofc of the Tyber. The obelilk of 
Conftantius was landed about three miles 
from the city, and elevated, by the efforts 
of art and laboiur, in the great Circus of 
Rome (46). 

The departure of Conftantius from Rome^n^e Qua- 
was hafiened by the alarming intelligence of<u«nind 
the difbrefs and danger of the Illyrian pro-^^^'**" 
vinces. The diffararaons of civil war, andA.D. 577, 
the irreparable lofs which the Roman, legions ^^'» ^^*" 
had fuftained in the battle of Murfa, expofed 
thofe countries, almofl without defence, to 
the light cavalry of the Barbarians; and par- ' 
ticularly to the inroads of the Quadi, a fierce 
and powerful nation, who feems to have ex- 
changed the inflitutions of Germany, for the 

(45) AmUiian. Marcellin. 1. xwii, c. 4* He pTes ut a Greek 
interpretation of the hieroglyphics, and his commentator Linden- 
brogint adds a^ iMm infcription, which, in twenty Terfet of the 
age of Coqftaatittty contain a fliort hxftorj of the obelifk. 

(46) See Denat. Roma Antiqua, L iii, c. 14, L iir, c» 12, and 
the learned, though confufed, Difiertation of Bargains on Ohelifltt, 
inferted in the fourth Tolume of Grxviut't Roman Antiquitiei, p. 
tS97 — 1936. Thit Diflerution it dedicated to pope Sixtut V. who 
creftedthe oheliik of Conftantiut in the ffiuare before the patriarchal 
church of St. John Lateran. 

arms 
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gnttM^nd-muBtiry arts lof thoir Sarmatian al- 
iieB'(47r). Tiieieacdifims taf the frontier were 
anftiffigfent to rneck iimr pcogreis; aad the 
indolent :inca6aa£h .was at le^th cpmpellcd to 
affemble, ^om the ^eztieinities of his 4assii- 
ifiioiu, >the ifloMKT of the Balatine troops^ to 
^tiike theSdldiaperian, and!«tp!em|^7a: TWffaok 
^cantpaign, mitk the preoedii^ autmnxi aj2$I 
4he entoing '^^ring, in theiferious fnrofocution 
tf the ^war. IVie emperor pafled ±he Danube 
m a toridge^f boats, cut in pi»cs lall t^^t 
'«MoiHlter^ his saaith, penetrated intp^be 
"beart df the xountry cnfthe (^adi, aniife- 
'Vei^fy itetalkted :the calaiiuties 'whkh ihey 
^ad ^iiifli^ted OQ ' the ^oman iproiTWoe* IThie 
f^Qfinayed ]B(arbanacs were foon )T&i»ctd to 
^e for peace: they ofiercd the reftitutian xxf 
his captive fubjecls, as an atonemeat S^r the 
^^oft, anid the aiobleft hoftages as ^pledge of 
tiieu*'i^9e ooodood. Thcjgpncwv^xsmi^iy 
^«rii|ch was ihewn ^ to the )&& : among )thciir 
idiieftaiiis who iinplored thediemeincy of^Con- 
iAMttius, '^iK^oucaged the^miDire lamid^ or ^c 
imore^'^fiinate, tx)' imitate diecr esaxnpie ; iaiad 
^e 'knperial caiup was cronvded twiih jdbe 
-]pi^aes-and asabafiadors of the nxoK dH^nt 
'^bes, i^o occdpied thetpladns of :tbe.Ld3er 
-Falstnd,! add mho might have deemed theoi- 
^(vesifecjuie ^behind the lofty ridge pf jhe 
Carpathian mountains. While Conftantius 
;gave laws to^ the ^Barbarians bey^Mid the Da- 
(Ouibe, jhe :diiftiiig«iiheid with ^Jp^ciQus ,cq»- 
paffion --^ate Sarmatian exiles, A^ho had foeon 
iqttDcaiijcf from fbeir i^:tive co«Atry by the re- 
.|>eUk)«L:.of r:iheir .JU .^^ who .drifted a 

(471 The events of tiMs Quadian and Sarmjitian ynr zm plated 
hj Ammitnuc, xvi, xo ; xrii, la, 13 ; xiz, 11. 

very 
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v^ry cohfidcrable acceltibh to t^ie power of 
ttie <^adi. * Hie emperor^ embracing ^ 
generous but artful fyftcm cf pc^cy^ releafed 
the Sarmatians from the bands of diis KuitB- 
liating dependence, and reftored them, by a. 
Teparate treaty, to the dignity of a natiou 
uiiited .uhder the government of a kipg, the 
tfciend and ally of the republic. He d'edarecl 
liis tefblutibn of affcrting the jiiftice of their 
caufe, and of -feciiring the peace of thapro- 
vinces by the extirpatioi\, or at leaft the 
l>aniihment, of the Limigantes, whofe man- 
ners were ftill infefted w;itn the vices of (iefr 
fervile origin. The execution of this defigp 
w^ attended with moire difficulty than gl<My- 
Tlie territory of the Limigantes was protefted 
againft the Romans by the Danube, againil 
the hoftile Barbai:ians by the Tcyfs. The 
marfliy lands which lay. between thofe rivers, 
ana were often covered by their inundatioi^, 
formed an intricate wildemdfi, peryious onihr 
to the Inhabitants, who were acquainted with 
its fecret paths and inacceflible fprtxeffea. . Oti 
the approach of Conftantius, the'Lkniigantes 
tried the efficacy of prayers, bf frayd, and of 
arms; but he fteriily rejeded theij:^ fupplica- 
tions, defeated their rude ftratagems, and 
repelled with ikill and firmnefs the effi^rts of 
their irregular valour. • One of their molll: 
w^like tribes,, efiablilhed in a fmalljfland 
towards the conflux of the Teyfs and the 
Danube, coniinted to pafs the river with the 
intention of furprifing the emperor during 
the fccurity of an amicable conference. They 
fooh became vidims of the perfidy whiqii 
they meditated. Encompafied on qrerv fid^ 
trampled down by the cavalry, flaugntcred 

by 
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by the fworcls of the legions, they difdained 
to afk for mercy ; and with an undaunted 
countenance ftill grafpcd their weapons in the 
agonies of death. After this viftory a con- 
fiderable body of Romans was landed on the 
c^pofite banks of the Danube; the Taifalae, 
a Gothic tribe engaged in the fervice of the 
empire, invaded the Limigantes on the fide 
of the Tcyls; and their former mafters, the 
free Sarmatians, aniinated by hope and re- 
venge, penetrated through the hilly country 
into the heart of their ancient poiTemons. A 
general conflagration revealed the huts of the 
Barbarians, which were feated in the depth 
of the wildernefs; and the foldier fought 
with confidence on marfhy ground, which it 
was dangerous for him to tread. Iii this extremi- 
ty the braveft of the Limigantes were refolved to 
die in arms, rather than to yield : but the milder 
fentiment, enforced by the authority of their 
ciders, at' length prevailed ; and the fuppBant 
crowd, followed by their wives and children^ re- 
paired to the Imperial camp, to learn their fate 
from the mouth of the conqueror. After cele- 
brating his own clemency, which was ftill in- 
dinedto ji/ardon their repeated criiys, an,d to 
fpare the r)&mnant of a guilty nation, Conftan tius 
aifigned for the place of their exile a remote 
country, where they might enjoy a fafe and 
honourable repofe. The Limigantes obeyed 
with reluftance ; but before they could reach, 
at leaft before they could occupy, their 
• deilined habitations, they returned to' the 
banks of the Danube, exaggerating the hard- 
fliips of their fituation, and requefting, with 
fervent j)rofeflions of fidelity, that the em- 
peror would grant them an undifturbed fet- 
tlement within the limits of the Roman pro- 
vinces. 
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vinces. Inftead of confulting his own expe- 
rience of their incurable perfidy, Conftantius 
liftened to his flatterers, 'who were ready to 
reprefent the honour and advantage of ac- 
cepting a colony of foldiers, at a time when 
it was much ealier to obtain the pecuniary 
contributions, than the military fervice of the 
fubjeds of the empire. The Limigtntes were 
permitted to pais tl^e Danube ; and the em- 
peror gave audience to the multitude in a 
large plain near the modem city of Buda. 
They furrounded the tribunal, and feemed to 
hear with refpeft an oration full of mildnefs 
and dignity; when one of the Barbarians, 
cafting his ihoe in the air, exclaimed with a 
loud voice, Marha ! Mar ha ! a word of defi- 
ance, which was received as the fignal of the 
tumult. They ruflied with fury to feize the 
perfon of the emperor ; his royal throne aad 
golden couch were pillaged by thefc rude 
hands ; but the faithful defence of his guards, 
who died at his feet, allowed him a moment 
to mount a fleet horfe, and to efcape from 
the confufion. The difgrace which had been 
incurred by a treacherous furprife was foon 
rctrievec^ by the numbers and difcipli^e of the 
Romans ; and the combat w^s only termi- 
nated by the extinftion of the name and na- 
tion of the Limi^antes. The free Sarmatians 
were reinftated m the poflcffion of their an- 
cient feats; although Conftantius diftrufted 
the levity of their charafter, he entertained 
fome hopes that a fenfe of gratitude might 
influence their future conduct. He had re- 
marked the lofty ftatiire and obfequious de- 
meanour of Zizias, pne of the nobleft of 
their chic&. He conferred on him the title 
Vol. III. O of 
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of King ; and Zizias proved that he was not 
unworthy to reign, by a fincere and lafting 
attachment to the • intercft of his benefaftoi::, 
who, after this fplendid fuccefs, received the 
name of Sarntaticta from the acclamations of 
his viftorious army (48). 
TkePerfian While thc Roman emperor and the Pcrfian 
X^E'Vls^inonarch, at the diftance of three thotdand 
miles^ defen4ed their exti'eme limits againil 
the Barbarians of the Dannbc and m the 
Oxus, their intermediate frontier experienced 
the viciffitudes of a lailguid war, and a preca- 
rious truce. Two of the eafi^n minifiers of 
Confiantius, thePnetorian praefeft Mufonian,. 
whofc abilities were difgraced by the want 
of truth and integrity, and Cafltan duke of 
Mefopotomia, a hardy and veteran foldier, 
opened a fecret negociation with the Satrap 
Tamfapor (49), Tnefe overtures of peace, 
tranflated into the fervile and flattering Ian- 
language of Afia, were tianfmitted to the 
camp of thc Great King ; wha refolved to fig- 
nify, by an an^baflador, the terms which he 
was inclined to grant to the fuppliant Ro- 
mans* Narfes, whom he iQvefted with that 
charafter, was honourably received in his 
paflage through Antioch and Conftantinople : 
he reached Sirmium after a long Journey, 
and, at his firfl audience, refpedtrally un- 
folded the filken veil which covered the 
haughty epiftle of his fovereiM. Sapor, 
King of Kings, and Brother of the Sun and 

(48) Oenti Sarmatarum mi^^no deeon confideiu apnd eo» rcf em 
cledit. Aureliui Vidor. In a pompout oration pronounced hj 
Conilantivt himftlf, he expatiatctm httowa^esploitt with much 
vanitji and fomc tmth. 

(49) Ammi^n. xrit 9^ 

Mob 
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Moon (fiich were the lofty titles affeded by 
Orientd vanity), exprefled his fatisfaftion 
that his brother, Confiantius Cacfar, had 
been taught wifdom by advcrfity* As the 
lawful fucccffor of D^uius Hyftafpes, Sapor 
aflerted, that the river Strymon in Macedonia, 
was the true and ancient boundary of his 
empire; declaring, however, that as an evi- 
dence of his moderation, he would content 
himfelf with the provinces of Armenia and 
Mefopotamia, which had been fraudulently 
extorted from his anceftors. He alleged, that, 
without the reftitution of thefe cjifputed coun- 
tries, it was impoiSble to efiiblifli any treaty 
on a folid and permanent bafis ; and he arro- 
gantly threatened, that if his ambaflador re- * 
turned in vain, he was prepared to take the 
fidd in the Ipring, and to fiipport the juftice of 
his caufe by the Itrength of his invincible arms. 
Narfes, who wa§ endowed with the moft po- 
lite and amiable manners, endeavoured, as 
far as was confiftent with his duty^ M foften 
the harfhnefs of the meflage (50). Both the 
ftyle and fubftance were maturely weighed iti 
the Imperial council, and ht was dumiffed 
with the following anfwcr: •^Conftaritius 
** had aright to difclaim th^ oificipttfnefs of 
*' his miriiftcrs, who had a^ed without any 
*^ ipe(!:ific orders from the throne : he was 
" not, however, averfe to an equal and ho- 
^* nourablc treaty ; but it was highly indecent, 
** as weH as abCurd, to propoic to the fole 

(50) Ammianu$ (xvii, 5) tranfcribes the haughty letter. The- 
miftiiM (Orat. iv,. p. ^7, edit,- Pctav.) takestio^e of the filk cover- 
ing. Idatius anji Zouaras mention the journey. of thoain^airador; 
and Peter the Pitriciaa (in Excerpt. Legat. p.. aS) has informed 
US of his coBciiiatiog behaviour. 

O 2 « and 
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** and viftorious empcrcw of the' Rom*t 
"world, the fame conditions of peace which 
*• he had indignantly rejefted at the time 
** when his power was contrafted within the 
" narrow limits of the Eaft : the chance of 
" arms was uncertain ; and Sapor fhould rc- 
" colleft, that if the Romans had fometimes 
" been vanquiflicd in battle, they had almoft 
** always been fuccefsful in the event of the 
** war," A few days after the departure of 
Narfes, three ambafladors were fent to the 
comt of Sapor, who was already returned 
from the Scythiiin expedition to his ordinary 
refidence of Ctefiphon. A Count, a notary, 
and a Yophift, had beein felected for this im- 
portant commiflion ; and Conftantius, i^ho 
was fecretly anions for the conclufion of the 
peace, entertained fome hopes that the dig- 
nity of the firft of thefe minifters, the dexte- 
rity of the fecond, and the rhetoric of the 
third (5 1 ), would perfuade the Perfian mcv 
narchto abate of the rigour of his demands. 
But the progrefs of their negociatioa was op- 
pofed and defeated by the hoftile arts of An- 
toninus (52), aRomanftibjeA of Syria, who 
had fled from oppreflion, and was admitted 
into the councils of Sapor, and even to the 
royal table, where, according to the cuftom 

(f i) Ammitous zrii, 5, and Valcfiiitad loc. The fophift, «r 
philofopher (in that age thefe words were almoft fynooymous), w»» 
Euftathiiu the Cappadociaa, the difciple of JamblichiM, and the 
friend of St. Bafil. Eunapiut (in Vit. JMeiii, p. 44 — 47) fondly 
attributet to this philofophtc ambalTador the frlorj of enchanting 
the Barbarian king by the perfuafive charms of reafon and eloquence. 
See Tillcmont, Hift. des Emptreurs, torn, ir, p. 828, 113a. 

(5») Ammian. rviii, 5, 6, 8. The decent and refpcAfiil be- 
hariour of Antoninus towards the Roman general, fets him in a very 
Interefting light; and Ammiaatts himfelf fpeaks of the traitor with 
leme compaflion and eftecm. 

of 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE^ 197 

of the Perfians, the moft important bufinefs 
was frequently difcuffed( 43). The dexterous 
fugitive promoted his intereft by the fame 
conduct which gratified his revenge. He in- 
ceffantly urged the ambition of his tiew maf- 
ter, to embrace the favourable opportunity 
when the braveft of the Pala^tine troops were 
employed with the emperor in a diftant war 
on the Danube. He preffed Sapor to invade 
the cxhaufted and defencelefs provinces of 
the Eafl, with the numerous armies of Perfia, 
now fortified by the alliance and acceiEon of 
the fierceft Barbarians. The ambafladdrs of 
Rome retired without fuccefs, and a fecond 
embafTy, of a ftill more honourable rank, 
was detained in ftrift confinement, and threat- 
ened either with death or exile. 

The military hiftorian (54), who was him-J^^**"J^ 
fdf difpatched to obferve the army of themia°^*^- 
Perfians, as they were preparing to conftnift^"*' 
a bridge of boats over the Tigis, beheld " * ^^^' 
from an eminence the plain of Anyria, as far 
as the edffe of the horizffn, covered with 
men, with horfes, and with arms. Sapor 
appeared in the front, confpicuous by the fplcn^ 
dor of his purple. On his left hand, the place 
of honour among the Orientals, Grumbates, 
king of the ChioniCes, difplayed the ftern 
countenance of an aged and renowned war- 
ribr. The monarch had reffrved a fimilar 

(^) Thii ciraimiibance, at it it noticed by Anuniannt, fervet 
to prove the Tcracity of Herodotut (1. i, c. 133), and the perma- 
nency of the Periian mannert. la erery age the Perfiant have 
been addided to intemperance, and the wioet of Shiraz have 
triiunphed over the law of Mahomet. Briflbn de Regno Perf. 1. ii, 
p. 46a — 472, and Chardia, Voyaget en Perfe, torn, iu, p. 90. 

(,;4) Ammtan. I. xviii, 6, 7, 8, 10. 

place 
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place on his right hand for the king of the 
Albanians, who led his independent tribes 
from the fliores of the Cafpian. The Satraps 
and Generals were diftributed according to 
their feveral ranks, and the whole army, be- 
fides the numerous train of Oriental Juxury, 
confiiled of more than one hundred thoufand 
cffeftive men, inured to fatigue, and feleded 
from the braveft nations of Afia. The Ro- 
man deferter, who in fonie meafure guided 
the councils of Sapor, had prudently advifed, 
that inftead~pf wafting the fiimmer in tedious 
and difficult fieges, he fhould march dire6Hy 
to the Euphrates, and prefs fcMMv^ard without 
delay to feize the feeble and wealthy metro- 
polis, of Syria. But the Perfians were no 
fooner advanced into the plains of Mefopota- 
mia, than they difcovered that every precau- 
tion had been ufed which could retard their 
progrefs, or defeat their deiign. The inha- 
bitants, tv^ith their cattle, were fecured in 
j^aces of ftrength, the green forage through- 
out the country 'MPasfet on fire, die fords of 
the river were fortified by Iharp ftake^; mili- 
tary engines werf planted on tl^e opppfite 
banks^ and a feafonable fwell of th6 waters 
of the Euphrates deterred the Barbariaihs 
from attempting the ordinary paffagef of the 
bridge of ThapfacuS. Tfeeir Ikilful giude^ 
changing his. plan of 6|)erations, then con- 
dufted the army by a longer circuit, but 
through a fertile territory, towards the head 
of the Euphrates, where the .infant liyer.is 
reduced to a Ihallow and acceffible ftreistfn. 
Sapor overlooked with prudent difdain the 
ftrength of Nifibis ; but as he palled under 
jtlie walls of Amida, he refolved to try whe- 

ther 
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ther the majefty of his prefence would not 
awe the garrifon into immediate fubmiffion. 
The iacrilegious infult of a random dart, 
which glanced againft the royal tiara, con- 
vinced him of his error ; and the indignant 
xnoi^o'ch liftened with impatience to the ad- 
vice of his miniflers, who conjured him, not 
to facrifice the fuccefs of his ambition to the 
gratification of his refentment. The foUow- 
. ihg day Grumbates advanced towards the 
gates with a feleft body of troops, and re- 
quired the inftantfurrender of the city, as the 
only atonement which could be accepted for 
fuch an zA of raihnefs and infolence. His 
propofals were anfwered by a general dif- 
charge, and his oqly fon, a beautiful and va- 
liant youth, was pierced through the heart by 
a javelin, fliotfrom one of the baliftae. The 
luneral of the prince of the Chionites was 
celebrated according to the rites of his coun- 
try ; and the grief of his aged father was alle- 
. viated by the folemn promife of Sapor, that 
the guilty city of Amida Ihould ferveas a fu- 
neral pile to expiate the death, and to per- 
petuate the memory, of his fon. 

The ancient city of Amid or Amida (55),sicgcof 
which fometimes amimes the provincial appd- Amida. 
lation of Diarbekir (56), is advantageoufly 

{SS) ^or the defcraptions of Amida, fee d-Herbelot, Bibliothe- 
que Orieatale, p. io8. Hiftoire de Timur Bee, par Cherefeddis 
All, L iii, ci 4f. Ahmed Arabfiades, torn. i. p. 3^1, c. 43. 
VxjjfLget de TaYcrnier, tarn, i, p. 301. Voyages d'Ottcr, torn. 
u, p. 273, andVoyagetdeNiehuhr, tom. ii, p. 324'^3t8« The 
Saft of Uiefe traTellen, a learned and accurate Dane, hat given a 
plan •£ Amida« which illuftrate* the opera^ons of the ^ege. 

{$6) Diarbekir, which is ftiled Amid, or Kara-Amid, in the 

public writings of the Turks, contains above 16,000 houfes, and is 

the refidence of a paika with.three tails. The q)ithet of Kara v^ 

derived from the bUfknefi of tHe ftotfe which compofes the ftrong and 

• juideot wall of Airtida« 

fituat^ 
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iituate in a fertile plain, watered by the na- 
tural and artificial channels of the Tigris, of 
which the lead inconfiderable ftream bends in 
a femicircular form round the eafiem part of 
the city. The emperor Conftantius had re-? 
ccntly conferred on Amida the honour of his 
own name, and the additional fortifications 
of ftrong walls and lofty towers. It was pro- 
vided with an arfenal of military engines, and 
the ordinary garrifon had been reinforced 
to the amount of feven legions, when the 
place was invefted by the arms of Sapor (sy)^ 
His firft and moft fanguine hopes depended 
on the fuccefs of a general aflault. To the 
feveral nations which followed his ftandard 
their refpeftive pofts were afligned ; the fouth 
to the Vertae, the north to the Albanians, the 
eaft to the Chionites, inflamed with grief and 
indignation; the weft to the Segeftans, the 
braveft of his warriors, who covered their 
front with a formidable line of Indian ele- 
phants (58). The Perfians, on every fide, 
fupported their efforts, and animated their 
courage ; and the monarch himfelf, carelefs 
of his rank and fafety, difplayed in the pro- 

(57) The operationii of the-ficge of Amida are very minutely 
defcribed by Ammianus (xix, i — 9), \vho a<5led an honourable 

Sart in the defence, and efcaped with difficulty when the city wa» 
orned by the Perfians. 

(^<i8) Of thefe four nations, the Albanians are too well kno-v^ 
t^ require any defcription. The Segeftans inhabited a large and 
level country, which ftill preferves their name, ■ to the fouth of 
Khorafan, and the weil of Hindoflan (See Geographia Nubienfis, 
p. It.), and d'Hcrbelot, Bibliotheque Orientale, p. 797). Not- 
withftanding tiie boafted .yidory of Bahram tvol. i, p. 410), the 
Segeftans, above feurfcore years afterward), appear as an indepen-. 
deut nation, the ally of Periia. We are ignorant of the fituation 
of the Vcrtx and Qlilonites, but I am inclined to place them (at. 
U-ifk die latter) towards the confine* of India and Scythia. See, 
Anynian. xvi, 9. 

fecutiOQ 
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iecution of the fiege, the ardour of a youth- 
ful foldier. After an obftinate combat the 
Barbarians were repulfed ; they inceflantly re- 
turned to the charge; they were again driven 
b2Lck with a dreadtul flaughter, and two rebel 
legions of Gauls, who had been banifhed in- 
to the Eaft, fignalized their undifciplined 
courage by a nooumal faUy into the heart of 
the Perfian camp. In one of the fierceft of 
thefe repeated afTaults, Amida was betrayed 
by the treachery of a deferter, who indicated 
to the Barbarians a fecret and negleded ftair- 
cafe, fcooped out of the rock that hangs over 
the fbeam of the Tigris. Seventy chofen 
archers of the royal guard afcended in filenco 
to the third ftory of a lofty tower which 
commanded the precipice;; they elevated on 
high the Perfian banner, the fignal of con- 
fidence to the aflailants, and of mfinay to the 
befieged ; and if this devoted band could have 
maintained their pofl a few minutes longer, 
the reduction of the place might have oeen 
purchafed by the facrifice of their lives. After 
Sapor had tried, without fuccefs, the efficacy 
of force ^nd of ^Iratagem, he had recourfe to 
the flower but more certain operations of a 
regular fiege, in the conduft of which he was 
inftrufted by the fkill of the Roman deferters. 
The trenches were opened at a convenient 
diftailce, and the ti'oops deflined for that fer- 
vice advanced under the portable cover of 
fbrone hurdles, to fill up the ditch, and un- 
denmne the foundations of the walls. 
Wooden towers were at the fame time con- 
flrufted, and moved forwards on wheels, 
till the foldiers, who were provided with 
every fpecies of miifile weapons, could en- 

. g^ige 
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ga^ almpfi. o» level ground with the troops 
who defended the rampart. Every xiH^de of 
reiiftaAee which art could fuggeft, or courage 
cpvidr execute^ was employed in the ddfeace 
(tf Amida,. jand die works of SapOr were 
more thaa dnce deftroyaJ by the fire of the 
lioiDatis. But the refoUK^ of a b^eged 
tity may be: exhlufted. Thet'eriians repaired 
dieir \(me$y Ifid puflied their s^roaches; ^ 
IM^ breaeh wai made by the battering-ram^ 
:lEKl.tll^ ftrehgtb of the g^irifon, wafted by 
th* iWqrd ted by diieafe^ yielded to the ftiry 
of the ^ulta The fhldiers, the citizens, 
t&e^ wives, their chfldren^ all who had not 
time |o t^tpe through Uie oppofite gate, 
wete involved by the conquerors in at promif^ 
GU0119 maflacre* 
etfTinjara, gut the ruin of Amida was thfe fafcty df 
A.D. 360.^ Roman provinces. As felon as the firft 
tranfpcsts of yi&ory had fubfided^ Sapor vta^s. 
at l^Kre to refled, that to chaftife a difobe- 
dient city, he had loft the flower of his troops, 
and the moft favourable feafon fot conqueft 
(^g). Thirty thoufand of his veterans had 
fallen under the walls of Amida^ during the 
continuance of a fiege which laftfcd ieventy- 

(59) ^mmianut hai marked the chronology of this ^arby thiee 
figns, which do not pcrfcAly coincide with each other, or with the 
(eriel o(- the hiftorj. i. The com was ripe whisn Sapor invaded 
lyi efopotamia ; <* Qum jam ftipula flavente turgerent;*' a circum- 
iiance, which, in the latitude of Aleppo, would naturally refer u» 
to the month of April or May. See Harmcr's Obfervatioila on 
Scripture, vol. i, p. 4»« Shaw's Travels, p. 335, edit. 410. 
ft. The progrefs of Sapor was checked by the everflowing of the 
Huphrates, which generally happe«a in July and Augiift. Plia. 
Hift. Nat. V, a I. Viaggi di Pietro della Valle, tom^ i, p. 696. 
3. When Sapor had taken Amida, after a fiege of fcTenty-three days, 
the autumn was far advanced. ** Autumno precapiti haedoruiiique 
•• improbo fidere eiorto." To reconcile thefe apparent contra*^ 
didions, we muft allow for fome delay in the Perfian king, fomo 
inaccuracy in the hiftorian, and fome diforder in the feafoxu. 

three 
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three days ; and the difappointed moaarch 
returned to his capital with affected triumph 
and fecret mortification. It is more than 
probable, that the inconftaacy of his Barbarian 
allies was tempted to relinquish a war in 
which they had encountered fuch unes^Aed 
difficulties ; and that the aged king of the 
Chionites, iatiated ^th revenge, turned 
awuy with horror from a fcene of adion 
where he had been deprived of the hope of 
h& family and nation. The ftrength as weii 
as fpirit of the army with which Sapor took 
the field in the enfuing fpring, was no longer 
equal to the unbounded views of hiis ambiti* 
on. Inilead of afpinng to the conqueft of 
Ae Eaft, he was obliged to content himfelf 
with. the redudion of two fortified cities of 
Mefopotamia, Singara a^d Beaabde ^ (60) ) 
the one fituate in the midft of a fandy defert, 
the. other in.a fmall peniDfula, furrounded 
aliBofi: on every fide by the deep and rapid 
ffareaoi of the Tigris. Five Roman legi{)ns^ 
of the diminutive fize, to which they had 
fieeareditced in the age of Conftantine, vtert 
made prifaneiB, and fent into remote capti- 
vity oh ihh extreme confines of Perfia. After 
djficn;ajiiling ihe walls of Singara, the conn 
qUerot. abandoned that fc^itary and feque& 
terfed place; but he carefully rcftored the 
fortifications of Bezabde, and fixed in that 
important pdft Jt ganifon or colony of vete- 
rans ; ajn^ fupplic^d with every-meaji^ of dc* 
fence, ztid ariimated by high fetitim/ents of 
honour and fidelity. To\trardsthe dofe of 
the campaign, the arms of Sapor incurred 

(60) Tie aceoibt of tbcfe ficgei i» ^iteiiby AHoBhtM^tM^ 

lome 
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fome diferac€ by an unfucccfsful enterprize 
againft Virtha, or Tccrit, a ftrorig, or, ai it 
was univerfally efteemcd till the age of 
Tamerlane, an impregnable fortrefs of the 
independent Arabs (61;. 
€endiiA of Tne defence of the Eaft againft the arms 
dtcRonunt^f Sapor, required -and would have exercifed 
the abilities of the moft confummate general ; 
and it feemed fortunate for the ftate, that it 
was the adhial province of the brave Urficinus, 
who alone deferved the confidence of the 
foldiers and people. In the hour of danger^ 
Urficinus (62) was removed from his ftation 
by the intrigues of the eunuchs; and the 
military command of the Eaft was beftowed, 
by the fame influence, on Sabinian, a wealthy 
and fubtle veteran, who had attained the 
infirmities, without acquiring the experience, 
of age. By a fecond order, which ififued 
from the lame jealous and inconftant counfels, 
Urficinus was agaiil difpatched to the fronticF 
of Mefopotamia, and condemned to fufiain 
the labours of a war, the honours of which 
had been transferred to his unworthy rival. 
Sabinian fixed his indolent ftation under the 
waUs ctf Edefla, and while he amufed himfelf 
with the idle parade of military exercife, and 
moved to the found of flutes in the Pyrrhic 
dance, the public defence was abandoned to 

(6i) For the identity of Virtha and Tecrit, fee d-Ahville, Geo- 
graphic Ancienne, torn, ti, p. loi. For the fiege of that caftle 
byTimurBcc, or Tamerlane, fee Cherefedd^n, 1. iii, c. 33. The 
Perfian biographer exaggerates the merit and difficulty of this ex- 
ploit, ivl^ich delivered the Citcavani pf Bagdad from a formidable 
gang of robbers. 

(6a) Ammianus (xriii, 5; 6, xix, %» xx, 1) reprefentsthemerk 
and difgrace of Urficinus wit|i that faithful attention which a fol- 
^dier owed to his general. Slome partiality may be fufpc^e^, yet 
th« whole account is confiftcnt and probable. 

the 
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tlieboldnefs and diligence of the former gene-* 
ral of the Eaft. But whenever Urficinus re- 
codimended any vigourous plan of opera- 
tions ; when he propofed at the head of a 
light and aftive army, to wheel round the 
foot of the mountains, to intercept the con- 
voys of the enemy, toharafs'the wide extent 
of the Perfian lines, and to relieve the difirefs 
of Amida; the timid and envious commander 
alleges, that he was reftraincd by his pofitive 
orders from endangering the fafety of the 
troops. Amida was at length taken ; its 
braveft defenders, who had efcaped the fword 
of the Barbarians, died in the Roman camp 
by the hand of the executioner; and Urur 
cinus himfelf, after fupporting the difgrace of 
a partial enquiry, was punilhed for tjie mif- 
condu6l of Sabinian by the lofs of his mili-p 
tary rank. But Cpnftantius foon experi- 
enced the truth of the prediction which ho*- 
neft indignation had extorted from his in- 
jured lieutenant, that as long asfuch maxims 
of government were fufFered to prevail, the 
emperor himfclf would find it fto eafy taflt to 
defend his eaftern dominions from the inva- 
fion of B. foreign enemy. When he had liib- 
dued or pacified the Barbarians of the Da- 
nube, Conftantius proceeded by flow marches 
into the Eaft; and after he had wept over 
the fmoking ruins of Amida, he formed, with 
a powerful army, the fiegc of Bezabde. The 
walls were fliaken by the reiterated efforts of 
the moft enormous of the battering-rams > the 
town was reduced to the laft extremity ; but 
it was fkill defended by the patient and in« 
trepid valomr of the garrifon, till the ap- 
proach of the rainy fcafon obliged the em« 

pcror 
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peror to raifc the fiege^ and ii^Iorioiifly to 
retreat into his xvuiter*quarters at Antioch 
(53). The {>ride of Confiantius, and the in- 
genuity of his courtiers, were at a lofs to dif- 
cover any materials fctt* panegyric in the 
events of the Periian war ; while the glory of 
his coufin Julian, to whofe nulitary command 
he had entnifted the provinces of Gaul, was 
proclaimed tb the world in the iimple and 
concife narrative of his exploits. 
invaiiM of ^^ ^^ blind fury of civil difcord. Con- 
oauibythcftantius had abandoned to the Barbarians of 
^^**^*"*- Germany the countries of Gaul, which ftfll 
acknowledged the authority of his rival. A 
numerous fwarte of Franks and Alemanni 
were invited to crofs the Rhine by prefents 
and promifes, by the hopes of fpoil, and by 
a peipetual grant of all the territories which 
they mould be able to fubdue (64). But the 
emperor, who for a temporary fervice had 
thus imprudently provoked the rapacious 
fpirit of . the Barbarians, foon difcovered and 
lamented the difficulty of difmiffing tbefe for- 
midable allies, after thiry had tailed the richnefs 
of the Roman foil. Regardlefs of the nice 
diftindion of loyalty and rebellion, thefe un- 
difciplined robbers treated as their natural 
enemies all the fubjects of the empire, who 

(63) Ammian. xx, ii. OmifTo vano incepto, hicmatums An- 
tiochis redit in Syriam aerumnoram, . perpeflus et ulcerum fed et 
atrbcia, diuque deflenda. It is thus that James Gronovius has re- 
ftored an oMclire paiTa^e; and he ^inks that ihis correction alone 
would have deferved a nevr. edition; of his author; whofe fenfe may 
now be darkly perceived. I expeAcd fome additional light from 
\ the recent labours of th^ learned. Erneflus (Lipfiae, 1773). . 

^ (64) The rava;e» of the -Gormans, and the diftrefs of G41J, 

may be colleded from Julian himfelf. Drat, ad S. P. Q^ Athcn. 
p. »77. Ammian. xv, ir. Libanius, Orat. x. ZoAnitis; 1. iii, 
.p. 140. Sozpmen, h iii» c. 7. 

poffefied 
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poflefled any ][»*operty which they were ikfi- 
raui of acquiring. Forty-five flourifhing 
cities, Tongrcs, Cologne, Treves, Worms, 
Spires, $tfaSburgh, &c. befides a fair greater 
number h( towns and villages, were pillaged, 
and for the ihoft part reduced to alhes. The 
Barbarians of Germany, i^ill faithful to the 
maxims of their anceftors, abhorred the con- 
finement of walls, to which they applied the 
odious names' of prifons and fepuloires; and 
fixing their independent habitations on the 
banks of the rivers, the Rhine, the Mofelle, 
and the Meufe, they fecured themfelves 
againft the danger of a furprife, by a rude 
and hafty fortification of large trees, which 
were felled and thrown acrofs the roads. 
The Alemanni were eftabliflied in the modem 
countries of Al&ce and Lorraine ; the Franks 
occupied the ifland of the fiatavians, toge- 
ther with ah extenfive diftrid of Brabant, 
which was then known by the appellation of 
Toxandria (65), and may defervc to be con- 
fidered as the original feat of their GaBic mo- 
narchy (66), From the fources, to the 
mouth, of the Rhine, the conquefts of the 
Gormans extended above forty miles to the 

(6s) Ammiauiiit xvi, 8). Thit nzme £eem» tt> ht 6ttnt4 fno^ 
the Toxandri of Pliny, and very frequeptly occurs in. the hiftoriea 
of the middle age. Toxandria was m countxy of woods and moraffei, 
which extended' from the neighbourhood of Topgras to tbf codftuit 
of the Vahaland the Rhihe. SeeValefius, Notxt. Gdliar. p. 558. 

(66) The paradox of P. Daniel, that the Franks never obt:iitied 
any permanent fettlement on this Mt of die Rhine before the 
time of Clovis, is refuted with much learning and good fenf^ by 
M.-Biet, who has proved, by a chain of evidence^ their iminter- 
rupttd pofieffion of Toxandria one hundred ind thirty yesn bcfofie 
the acccffion of Clovi*. The QUTef tation of M. B&et wascfWfro^ 
by the Academy of Soi0bns, in the year 17^6, and-feems to lurve 
been juftly preferred to the difcourfe of his more celebrated com- 
petitor, the Abbe Ic Utoeuf, aa aatiquariaui, whok moot was hap- 
pily cxpxcffiTc of his talents 

weft 
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weft of that river, ovet a country peopled by 
colonies of their own name and nation ; and 
the- fcene of their devaftations was three times 
more extenfive than that of their conquefts. 
At a ftill greater diftance the open towns of 
Gaul were dcferted, and the inhabitants of 
the fortified cities, who trufted to their 
ftrength and vigilance, were obliged to con- 
tent themfelves with fuch fupplies of corn as 
they could raife on the vacant land within the 
inclofure of their walls. The diminiihed 
legions, deftitute of pay and provifions, of 
arms and difcipline, trembled at the approach, 
and even at the name, of the Barbarians. 
Condua of Under thefe melancholy circumftances, an 
jttUan. unexperienced youth was appointed to fave 
and to govern the provinces of Gaul, or ra^ 
ther, as he expreffes it himfelf, to exhibit 
the vain image of Imperial greatnefs. The 
retired fcholamc education of Julian, in which 
he had been more converfant with hooks than 
with arms, with the dead than with the liv- 
ing, left him in profound ignorance of the 
pradical arts of war and government; and 
when he awkwardly repeated fome mUitary 
exercife which it was neceflary for him to 
learn, he exclaimed with a figh, " O Plato, 
" Plato, what a taik for aphilofopher!'* Yet 
even this fpeculative philofbphy, which men 
. of bufinefs are too apt to defpife, had filled 
the mind of Julian with the nobleft precepts, 
and the moft ihining examples; had animated 
him with the love of virtue, the defire of 
fame, and the contempt of death. The ha- 
bits of temperance recomniended in the 
fchools, are fall more effential in the fevere 
difcipline of a camp. The fimple wants of 

nature 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 209 

nature regulated the meafure of his food and 
fleep* Rejecting with difdain the delicacies 
provided for his table, he fatisfied his appe- 
tite with the coarfe and common fare which 
was allotted to the meaneft foldiers. During 
the rigour of a Gallic winter, he never fur- 
fered a fire in his bed-chamber ; and after a 
fhort and interrupted flumber, he frequently 
rofe in the middle of the night from a carpet 
' fpread on the floor, to dilpatch any urgent 
bufineis, to vifit his rounds, or to fteal a few 
moments for the profecution of his favourite 
ftudies (6y). The precepts of eloquence, 
which he had hitherto pradifed on fancied 
topics of declamation, were more ufefiilly 
applied to excite or to afluage the paflions of 
an armed multitude: and although Julian, 
from his early habits of converfation and li- 
terature, was more familiarly acquainted with 
the beauties of the Greek language, he had 
attained a competent knowledge of the Latin 
tongue (68). Since Julian was not originally 
defigned for the charader of a legiflator, or 
a judge, it is probable that the civil jurif- 
prudence of the Romans had not engaged any 
confiderable flijire of his attention : but he 
derived from his philofophic ftudies an in- 
flexible regard for juftice, tempered by a dif- 
pofition to clemency j the knowledge of the 

(67) The private life of Julian in Oaul, and the fevcre dlfcipline 
which he embraced, are difplayed by Ammianus (acvi, 5), wh© 
profefTes to praife, and by Julian himfelf, who affcdts to ridicule 
(Mifopogon, p. 340), aco^dud, which, in a prince of the houfe 
of Conflantme, might jufUy excite the furprife of mankind. 

(68) Aderat Latine quoqac difleremi fufficicns fcrmo. Am- 
mianus, xvi, 5. But Julian, educated in the fchools of Greece, 
always coniideied the language of the Romans as a foreign and 
popular dialed, which he might ufe on neceflary occafions. 

Vol. III. P general 
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general principles of equity and evidence, 
and the faculty of patiently inveftigating 
the moft intricate and tedious queftions which 
could be propofed for his difcuffion. The 
meafures of policy, aud the operations of 
war, muft fubmit to the various accidents of 
circumftance and character, and the unprac- 
tifed ftudent will often be perplexed in the 
application of the moft pcrfeft theory. But 
in the acquifition of this important fcience^ 
Julian was affifted by the active vigour of 
his own genius, as well as by the wifdom and 
experience of Salluft, ah officer of rank, who 
foon conceived a fincere attachment for a 
prince fo worthy of his friendfliip ; and whofe 
incorruptible integrity was adorned by the 
talent of infinuating the harfheft truths, 
without wounding the delicacy of a royal 
ear (69). 
cam^a^gn Immediately after Julian had received the 
in Gaul, purple at Milan, he was fent into Gaul, with 
A. D. 3s6' a feeble retinue of three hundred and fixty 
foldiers. At Vienna, where he paffed a pain- 
ful and anxious winter, in the hands of thofe 
minifters to whom Conftantius had entrufted 
the direction of his conduft, the Gaefar was 
informed of the liege and deliverance of 
Autun. That large and ancient city, pro- 
tefted only by a ruined wall and pufiUani- 
mousgarriibn, was faved by the generous re- 
folution of a few veterans, who refumed their 

(69) Wc are ignorant of the at^u^l office of this excellent 
minifter, whom Julian afterwards created praefecft ©f Gaul. Salluft 
was fpccdily racallcd by the jealoufy of the emperor ; and w« may 
ftill read a feniible but pedantic difcourfc (p. ^40— a5z), in which 
Julian deplores the loft of fo valuable a friend, to whom he acknow- 
ledges himfelf indebted for his reputation. Sec La Blcteri«, Pre- 
face a la Vic dc Jovicn, p. ao. 
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arms for the defence of their country. In 
his march from Autun, through the heart of 
the Gallic provinces, Julian embraced with 
ardour the^ earlieft opportunity of fignalizing 
his courage. At the head of a fmall body of 
archers, and heavy cavalry, he preferred the 
Ihorter but the more dangerous of two roads ; . 
and fonietimes eluding, and fometimes re- 
filling, the attacks of the Barbarians, who 
were matters of the field, he arrived with 
honour and fafety at the camp near Rheims, 
where the Roman troops had been ordered to 
affemble. The afpeft of their young prince 
reviving the; drooped fpirit of the foldiers, 
and they marched from Rheims in fearch of 
the enemy, with a confidence which had 
almoft proved fatal to them. The Alemanni, 
familiarized to the knowledge of the country, 
fecretly coUefted their fcattered forces, and 
feizing the opportunity of a dark and rainy 
day, poured with unexpected fury on the 
rear-guard of the Romans. Before the ine- 
vitable diforder could be remedied, two le- 
gions were deftroyedj and Julian was taught 
by experience, that caution and vigilance are 
the moft important leffons of the art of war. 
In a fecond and more fuccefsful aftibn, he 
recovered and eftablifhed his military fame ; 
but as the agility of the Barbarians faved them 
from the purfuit, his viftory was neither 
bloody or decifive. He advanced, however, 
to the banks of the Rhine, furveyed the ruins 
of Cologne, convinced himfelf of the diiE- ' 
culties of the war, and retreated on the ap- 
proach of winter, difcontented with the 
court, with his army, and with his own 
P 2 fuccefs 
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(Uccefs (yo). The power of the enemy wx^ 
yet unbroken ; and the Cafar had no fooner 
feparated his troops, and fixed his own quar- 
ters at Sens, in the center of Gaul, than he 
was furrounded and befieged by a numerous 
hoft of Germans. Reduced in this extre- 
mity to the refources of his own mind, he 
difplayed a prudent intrepidity which com- 
• penfated for all the deficiencies of the place 
and garrifon ; and the Barbarians, at the end 
of thirty days, were obliged to retire with 
difappointed rage. 
!!^pa?gnf The confciou^ pride of Julian, who was 
A. D. 35*7. indebted only to lus fword for this fignal de- 
liverance, was embittered by the refleftion, 
that he was abandoned, betrayed, and per- 
haps devoted to deftrudion, by thofe who 
were bound to aflift him by every tie of ho- 
nour and fiddity. Marcellus, mafter-general 
of the cavalry in Gaul, interpreting too 
ftriftly the jealous orders of the court, beheld 
5yith fupine indifference the diftrefs of Julian, 
and had reftrained the troops under his com- 
mand from marching to uie relief of Sens. 
If the Caefar had diffembled in filence fo dan- 
gerous an infult, his perfon and authority 
would have been expofed to the contempt of 
the world; and if an action fo criminal had 
been fuffered to pafs with impunity, the em- 
peror would have confirmed the fufpicions, 
which received a very fpecious colour from 
his paft conduft towards the princes of the 
Flavian family. Marcellus was recalled, and 

(70) Ammianus (xvi, 2, 3) appears much better fatisfi^ed with 
the fuccefi of this firft campaign than Julian himfelf ; who verf 
^urly owns that he did nothing of confe^ucnce, and that he fled 
before the enemy. 

gently 
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;gendy difmiffed from his office (71)- In his 
xoom Sevenis was appointed general of the 
cavalry; an experienced foldier, of approved 
courage and fidelity, who could advife with 
refpeft, and execute with zeal ; and who fub^ 
mitted, without relutSiance, to the fupreme 
command which Julian, by the intereft of 
his patronefs Eufebia, at length obtained over 
the armies of Gaul (72). A very judicious 
plan of operations was adopted for the ap- 
proaching campaign. Julian himfelf, at the 
head of the remains of the veteran bands, 
and of fome new levies which he had been 
permitted to form, boldly penetrated into 
the centre of the German cantonments, and 
carefully re-eftabli(hed the fortifications of 
Saverne, in an advantageous poft, which 
would either check the incurfions, or inter- 
cept the retreat, of the enemy. At the fame 
time Barbatio, general of the infantry, ad- 
vanced from Milan with an army of thirty 
thoufand men, and paffing the mountains, 
prepared to throw a bridge over the Rhine, 
m the neighbourhood of Bafil. It was rea- 
fonable to expeft that the Alemanni, preffed 
on either fide by the Roman arms, would 
foon be forced to evacuate the provinces of 
Gaul, and to hafl:en to the defence of their 
native country. But the hopes of the cam- 
paign were defeated by the incapacity, or the 
€nvy, or the fecret inftrudions, of Barbatio •, 

(71) Ammian. zvi, 7. Libanitu fpeadcs rather more advantage- 
oufly of the military talents of Marcellus, Orat. x, p. 27a. And 
Julian infinuates, that he would not have been fo eafily recalled, 
unlefs he had given other reafons of offence to the court, p. tyS. 

{yz) Severus, non difcors, non arrogans, fed longa militias fru- 
galitate compertus; et eum recfta prxeuntem fecuturus, ut dutStorem 
9»origerus miles. Ammian. xvi, 11. Zofimus, 1^ iii, p. 140. 

who 
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who afted as if he had been the enemy of the 
Carfar, and the fecret ally of the Barbarians. 
The negligence witli which he permitted a 
troop of pillagers freely to pafs, aud to return 
almoft before the gates of his camp, may be 
imputed to his v*rant of abilities; but the trea- 
fonable aft of burning a number of boats, 
and a fuperfluous ftock of provifions, which 
would have been of the moft effential fervice 
to the army of Oaul, was an evidence of his 
hoftile and criminal intentions. The Germans 
defpifed an enemy who appeared deftitute 
either of power or of inclination to offend 
them ; and the ignominious retreat of Bar- 
batio deprived Julian of the expeftedfupport; 
and left him to extricate himfelf from a 
hazardous fituation, where he could neither 
remain with fafety, nor retire with ho- 
nour {7^;). 

Battle of As foon as they were delivered from the 
^*J"^|'"^^J' fears of invafion, the Alemanni prepared to 
Auguft. ' chaftife the Roman youth, who prefumed to 
difpute the poffeffion of that country, which 
they claimed as their own by the right of 
cpnqueft and of treaties. They employed 
three days, and as many nights,. in tranfport- 
ing over the Rhine their military powers. 
The fierce Chnodomar, fhaking the ponderous 
javelin, which he had vidorioufly wielded 
againft the brother of Magnentius, led the 
van of the Barbarians, and moderated by liis 
experience the martial ardour which his ex- 

(73) On the deCgn and failure of 'the co-operation between 
Julian and Barbatio, fee AmmiaEus (xvi, xi), and Libaniut, 
prat. I, p. 2 73: 

ample 
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ample infpired (74). He was followed by fix 
other kings, by ten princes of regal extrac- 
tion, by a long train of high fpirited nobles, 
and by thirty-five thoufand of the bravcft 
warriors of the tribes of Germany, The con-' 
.fidence derived from the view of their own 
ilrength, was encreafed by the intelligence 
which they received from a defcrter, that the 
Caefar, with a feeble army of thirteen thou- 
fand men, occupied a poft about one and 
twenty miles from their camp of Strafburgh. 
With this inadequate force, Julian refolved 
to feek and to encounter the Barbarian hoft ; 
and the chance of a general aftion was pre- 
ferred to the tedfous and uncertain operation 
of feparately engaging the difpcrfed parties of 
the Alemanni. The Romans marched in 
clofe order, and in two columns, the cavalry 
on the right,, the infantry on the left ; and 
the day was fo far fpent when they appeared 
in fight of the enemy, that Julian was defir 
rous of deferring the battle till the next morn- 
ing, and of allowing his troops to recruit 
their exhaufted ftrcngth by the neceffary re- 
frefhments of fleep and food. Yielding, how- 
ever, with fome reluftance, to the clamours 
of the foldiers, and even to the opinion of 
his coutidl, he exhorted them to juftify by 
their valour the eager impatience, which in 
cafe of a defeat, would be univerfally branded 
with the epithets of raflmefs and prefump- 

(74) Ammianuf (xvi, it) defcribes, with his inflated eloquence, 
the figure and charadler of Chnodomar. Audaz et fidens ingcati 
robore lacertorum, ubi ardor proelii fperabatur immanis, equo fpu- 
mante, fublimior, crcAuB in jaculum formidandae vaftitatis, armo- 
rumque aitore confpicuus : antea llrenuus et miles, et utilis prxter 
caeteros do(%or. . . . Decentiiun Cdeiiarem fuperaTit squo marte 
congreiTus. 

tion. 
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tion. The trumpets founded, the mUitary 
fliout was heard through the field, and the 
two armies rulhed with equal fiiry to the 
charge. The Cacfar, who condufted in per- 
fon his right wing, depended on the dexterity 
of his archers, and the weight of his euiraf- 
fiers. But his ranks were inftantly broken by 
an irregular mixture of light-horfe and of light- 
infantiy, and he had the mortification of 
beholding the flight of fix hundred of his 
moft renowned cuiraffiers (75.) The fugitives 
were flopped and rallied by the prefence and 
authority of Julian, who, carclefs of his own 
fafety, threw himfelf before them, and urging 
every motive of fhame and honour, led them 
back againft the viftorious enemy. The con- 
flict between the two lines of infantry was 
obftinate and bloody. The Germans pof-» 
fefled the fuperiority of ftrength and ftature, 
the Romans that of difcipline and temper ; 
and as the Barbarians, who ferved under the 
ftandard of the empire, united the refpeclive 
advantages of both parties, their ftrenuous 
efforts, guided by a Ikilful leader, at length 
determined the event of the day. The Ro- 
mans loft four tribunes, and two hundred and 
forty three foldiers, in this memorable battie 
of Stra£burgh, fo glorious to the Caefar (y6)y 

(75) After the battle, Julian ventured to reTive the rigour of 
jancicnt difcipline, by expofing thefe fugitive* in female apparel to 
the deriSon of the whole camp. In the next campaign, thefe troops 

, nol I ly retrieved their honour, Zofiraus, 1. iii, p. 14a. 

(76) Julian himfelf fad S. P. Q^ Athcn. p. 279) fpeaks of 
the battle cf Strafburgh with the modefty of confcious merit; 
f,(AMj(ji<rafxev iiH.x'A.Xea>f^ »<yA'c Kai ttc ufxM^ tKpimro n rciximi fJta^Tj. Zofimus 
compares it with the vicftory of Alexander oyer Darius ; and yet we 
are at a lofs to difcover any of thofe ftrokes of military geniua 
which fix the attention of ages co the coijiuiSt and fuccefs of a. 
^ngle day. 

and 
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and fb falutary to the afflidled provinces of 
Gaul. Six thoufand of the Alemanni were ' 

flain in the field, without including thofe 
who were drowned in the Rhine, or tranf- 
fixed with darts while they attempted to 
fwim acrois the river (77). Chnodomer 
himfclf was furrounded and taken prifoner, 
with three of his brave companions, who had 
devoted themfelves to follow in life or death 
the fate of their chieftain. Julian received 
him with military pomp in the council of his 
officers ; and expreffing a generous pity for 
the fallen ilate, diflembled his inward con- 
tempt for the abjeft humiliation of his cap- 
tive. Inftcad of exhibiting the vanquilhed 
king of the Alemanni, as a grateful fpeftacle 
to the cities of Gaul, he refpeftfully laid at 
the feet of the emperor this fplendid trophy 
of his viftory. Chnodomer experienced an ho- 
nourable treatment : but the impatient Bar- 
barian could not long furvive his defeat, his 
confinement, and his exile (78). 

After Julian had repulfed the Alemanni Man fub* 
from the provinces of the Upper Rhine, he /^^^ 
turned his arms affainft the Franks, who were a. d. 358, 
fcated nearer to the ocean on the confines of 
Gaul and Germany; and who, from their 
numbers, and ftill more from their intrepid 
valour, had ever been efteemed the moft for-^ 

(77) Ammianus, zvi, i2. Libanids adds dooo more to the num> 
ber of the ilain (Or^t. x, p. 274). But thefe trifling differences 
difappear before the 60,000 Barbarians, whom Zofimus has fa- 
crificed tothe glory of his hero (1. iii, p, 141). We might attri- 
bute this extravagant number to the careleflhefs of tranfcribers, if 
this credulous or partial hiftorian had not fwelled the army of 35,000 
Alemanni to an innumerable multitude of barbarians, -XnQoc airn^v 
fiafia^an. It is our own fault if this detedbion does not infpire us 
with proper diflruft on dmilar occaiions. 

(78) Ammi;ui, xvi, la. Li^anius, Orat. x, p. 276. 

midable 
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midable of the Barbarians (79). Although 
* they were ftrongly actuated by the allurements 

of rapine, they profefTed a difinterefted love of 
war; which they confidered as the fupreme 
honour and felicity of human nature; and 
their minds and bodies were fo completely 
hardened by perpetual aftion, that, according 
to the lively expreffion of an orator, the 
fnows of winter were as pleafant to them as 
the flowers of fpring. In the month of De- 
cember, which followed the battle of Straf- 
burgh, JuUan attacked a body of fix hundred 
Franks, who had thrown themfelves into two 
caftles on the Meufe (80). In the midft of 
that fevere feafon they fuftained, with inflex- 
ible conflancy, a fiege of fifty-four days ; till 
at length, exhaufted by hunger, and fatisfied 
that the vigilance of the enemy in breaking 
the ice of the river, left them no hopes of 
efcape, the Franks confented, for the firft 
time, to difpenfe with the ancient law which 
commanded thefti to conquer or to die. The 
Csefar immediately fent his captives to the 
court of Conft:antius, who accepting them as 
a valuable prefent (81), rejoiced in the op- 
portunity of adding fo many heroes to the 

choieeft 

(79) Libanius (Orat. iii, p. 137) draw* a very lively pidurcof 
the manners of the Franks. 

(80) Ammianus, xvii, 2. Libanius, Orat. x, p. 278, The 
Greek orator, by mifapprehending a palTage of Julian, has been in- 
duced to reprefent the Franks as confiding of a thoufand men; and 
as his head was always fiill of the Pcloponnefian war, he compares 
them to the Lacedamonians, who were befieged and taken in the 
ifland of Sphaderia. 

(81) Julian, ad S. P. Q^ Athen. p. a8o. Libanius, Orat. x, 
p. 278. According to the expreffion of Libanius, the emperor 
han^a oo-jofxa^c, which la Blcteric underftands ( Vie de Julien, p. 118; 
as an honcft coufeflion, and Valefius (ad Ammian. xvii, a) as a 

mean 
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choiceft troops of his domeftic guards. The 
obflinate refiftance of this handral of Franks^ 
apprifcd Julian of the difficulties of the expe- 
dition which he meditated for the enfuing 
fpring, againft the whole body of the nation. 
His rapid diligence furprifed and afionilhed 
the aftive Barbarians. Ordering his foldiers 
to provide themfelves with bifcuit for twenty 
days, he fuddenly pitched his camp near Ton- 
gres, while the enemy ftill fuppofed him in 
his winter-quarters of Paris, expecting the flow 
arrival of his convoys from Aquitain. 
Without allowing the Franks to unite or to 
deliberate, he IkilfuUy fpread his legions from 
Cologne to the ocean ; and by the terror, as 
well as by the fuccefs of his arms, foon re- 
duced the fuppliant tribes to implore the cle- 
mency, and to obey the commands, of their 
conqueror. The Chamavians fubmiffively 
retired to their former habitations beyond 
the Rhine : but the Salians were permitted to 
poflefs their new eftaWifhmcnt of Toxandria, 
as the fubjefts and auxiliaries of the Roman 
empire (82). The treaty was ratified by fo- 
lemn oaths; and perpetual infpeftors were 
appointed to refide among the Franks, with 
the authority of enforcing the ftrid: obfcrvancc 
of the conditions. An incident is related, 
interefting enough in itfelf, and by no means 

mean evafion, of the truth. Dom. Bouquet (Hiftoriens de France, 
torn, i, p. 733), by fubftituting another word, fivoi-tc^i, would fup- 
prcfs bodi the difficulty and the fpirit of this paiTagc. 

(8a) Ammian. xvii, 8. Zofimus, 1. iii, p. ^46 — 150, ills 
narrative is darkened by a mixture of fable) ; and Julian, ad S. P. Q^ 
Athen. p. a 8c. His cxpreflion, v^i^clAunv f^ttv ,ac.;&v ru ^ >.xy 
«5vtf5, p/«,wA€tfff ^u i^»i\aajt This difference of treatment coniiJi^Tis 
the opinion, that the Saliao Franks were permitted to ictaiii the 
fcttiements in Toxandria. 

repugnant 
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repugnant to thecharafter of Julian, who in- 
genioufly contrived both the plot and the ca- 
taftropheofthe tragedy. When the Chama- 
vians fued for peace, he required the fon of 
their king, as the only hoftage on whom he 
could rely. A mournful filence, interrupted 
by tears and groans, declared the fad per- 
plexity of the Barbarians; and their aged 
chief lamented in pathetic language, that his 
private lofs vf^s now embittered by a fenfe of 
the public calamity. While the Chamavians 
lay proftratc at the foot of his throne, the 
royal captive, whom they believed to have 
been flain, unexpeftedly appeared before their 
eyes ; and as foon as the tumult of joy was 
hufhed into attention, the Caefar addreffed 
the affembly in the following terms : " Be- 
** hold the fon, the prince, whom you wept. 
*' You had loft him by your fault. God 
** and the Romans have reftored him to you. 
" I fliall ftill preferve and educate the youth^ 
*' rather as a monument of my own virtue, 
** than as a pledge of your fincerity. Should 
*' you prefume to violate the faith which you 
♦^ have fworn, the arms of the republic will 
" avenge the perfidy, not on the innocent, 
" but on the guilty.'' The Barbarians with* 
drew from his prefence, imprefled with the 
warmeft fentiments of gratitude and admira- 
tion (83). 
Makes ^^ ^^^ ^^^ enough for Julian to have deli- 

thrcc cxpe-vered the provinces of Gaul from the Barba- 

ditions be- 

^ine ^^^^ '^^^ intcrefting ftoiy, which Zofimus has abridged, is re- 

A D \?7 lated by Eunapius (in Excerpt. Legationum, p. rj, 16, 17), with 

'o \A ail the amplifications of Grecian rhetoric : but the filence of Libanius, 

35 9 359' of Ammianus, and pf Julian himfclf, renders the truth of it ex^ 

tremely fufpicious. 

rians 
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rians of Germany. He afpired to emulate the 
glory of the firft and moft illuftrious of the 
emperors; after whofe example, he compofed 
his own commentaries of the Gallic war (84). 
Caefar has related, with confcious pride, the 
manner in which he Hvice croffed the Rhine. 
Julian could boaft, that before he affnmed 
the title of Auguftus, he had carried the 
Roman Eagles beyond that great river in three 
fuccefeful expeditions (85). The confterna- 
tion of the Germans, after the battle of 
Strafburgh, encouraged him to the firft at- 
tempt; and the reluftance of the troops foon 
yielded to the perfuafive eloquence of a 
leader, who ihared the fatigues and dangers 
which he impofed on the meaneft of the fol- 
diers. The villages on either fide of the 
Meyn, which were plentifully ftored with 
corn and cattle, felt the ravages of an in- 
vading army, the principal houfes, con- 
ftruded with fome imitation of Roman ele- 
gance, were confumed by the flames ; and 
the Caefar boldly advanced about ten miles, 
till his progrefs was flopped by a dark and 
impenetrable foreft, undermined by fubter- 
raneous paffages, which threatened, with fe- 
cret fnares and ambufh, every ftep of the 
aflailant. The ground was already covered 
with fnow ; and Julian after repairing an an- 

(^4) Libanitts, the friend of Julian, clearly infinnates (Orat. ir, 
p. 178) that his hero had compofed tht hiflory of his Gallic cam- 
paigns. But Zofimus (1. iii, p. 140) feems to have derived his 
information only from the Orations (x^^'tst) and the epiftles of Ju« 
lian. The difcourfe which is addreifed to the Athenians contains 
an accurate, though general, account of the war againft the 
Germans. 

(85} SeeAmmian. xrii, i, 10; zviii, 2, and Zolim. 1. iii, p. 
144. Julian ad S. P. Q^ Athen. p. tto. 

cient 



222 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

dent caftle which had been ereftcd by Trajan, 
granted a truce for ten months to the fubmif- 
Sve Barbarians. At the expiration of the 
truce, Julian undertook a fecond expedition 
beyond the Rhine, to humble the pride of 
Surmar and Hortaire, two of the kings of 
the Alemanni, who had been prefent at the 
battle of Strafburgh. They promifed to re- 
ftore all the Roman captives who yet re- 
mained alive ; and as the Caefar had procured 
an exaft account from the cities and villages 
of Gaul, of the inhabitants whom they had 
loft, he detefted every attempt to deceive him 
with a degree of readinefs and accuracy, 
'which almoft eftabliflied the belief of his fu- 
pernatural knowledge. His third expedition 
was ftill more fplendid and important than the 
two former. The Germans had coUeded 
their military power, and moved along the 
oppofite banks of the river, with a defign of 
deftroying the bridge, and of preventing the 
paflkge of the Romans. But this judicious 
plan of defence was difconcerted by a Ikilful 
diverfion. Three hundred light armed and 
. aftive foldiers were detached in forty fmall 
boats, to fall down the ftream in filence, and 
to land at fome diftance from the pofts of the 
enemy. They executed their orders with fo 
much boldnefs and celerity, that they had 
almoft furprifed the Barbarian chiefs, who re- 
turned in the fearlefs confidence of intoxica- 
• tion from one of their nofturnal feftivals. 
Without repeating the uniform and difgufling 
tale of flaughter and devaftation, it is fufE- 
cient to obferve, that Julian diftated his own 
conditions of peace to fix of the haughtieft 
kings of the Alemanni, three of whom were 

permitted 
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permitted to view the fevere difcipline and 
martial pomp of a Roman camp. Followed 
by twenty thoufand captives, whom he had 
refcued from the chains of the Barbarians, 
the Csefar repaffed the Rhine, after termi- 
nating a war, the fuccefs of which has been 
compared to the ancient glories of the Punic 
and Cimbric viftories. 

As foon as the valour and conduft of Julian Rcftorct 
had fecured an interval of peace, he applied ^^^q^ 
himfelf to a work more congenial to his hu- 
mane and philofophic temper. The cities of 
Gaul, which had fuffered from the inroads of 
the Barbarians, he diligently repaired ; and 
feven important pofts, between Mentz and 
the mouth of the Rhine, are particularly 
mentioned, as having been rebuilt and fortified 
by the order of Julian (86). The vanquiflied 
Germans had fubmitted to the juft but humi- 
liating condition of preparing and conveying 
the neceflary materials. The a6tive zeal of 
Julian urged the profecution of the work ; 
and fuch was the fpirit which he had difFufed 
among the troops, that the auxiliaries them- 
fclves, waving their exemption from any 
duties of fatigue, contended in the moft fer- 
vile labours with the diligence of the Roman 
foldiers. It was incumbent on the Caefar to 
provide for the fubfiftence, as well as for 
the fafety, of the inhabitants and of the gar- 

(86)Ammian. xviii, a. Libanius, Orat. x, p. 279, 2S0. Of thefc 
feven pofts, four arc at prefcnt towns of fome confcquencc ; Bin- 
gcn, Andcrnach, Bonn, and Nuyfs. The other tliiee, Tricefima:, 
Qusidriburgium, and Caftra Hcrculis, or Heraclea, no longer fub- 
M ; but there is room to believe, that, on the ground of Quadri- 
burgiura, the Dutch hav^ conftrudedthe fort of Schenk, a name 
fo offeniive to the faftidious delicacy of Boileau. See d' Anvillc No- 
tice de rancicnne Gaule, p. 183. Boileau, Epitre iv, and the 
notes.- 

rifons. 
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rifons. The difertion of the former, and 
the mutiny of the latter, muft have been the 
fatal and inevitable confequences of famine^ 
The tillage of the provinces of Gaul had been 
interrupted by the calamities of war; but the 
fcanty harvefts of the continent were fupplied, 
by his paternal care, from the plenty of the 
adjacent ifland. Six hundred large barksj 
framed in the foreft of the Ardennes, made 
feveral voyages to the coaft of Britain; and 
returning from thence laden with corn, failed 
up the Rhine, and diftributed their cargoes 
to the feveral towns and fortreffes along the 
banks of the river (87). The arms of Julian 
had reftored a free and fecure navigation, 
which Conftantius ha^l offered to purchafe at 
the expcnce of his dignity, and of a tributary 
prefent of two thoufand pounds of filver. 
The emperor parfimonioufly refufed to his 
foldiers the fums which he granted with a la- 
vifli and trembling hand to the Barbarians. 
The dexterity, as well as the firmnefs of Julian, 
was put to a fevere trial, when he took the 
field with a difcontented army, which had 
already ferved two campaigns, without receiv- 
ing any regular pay or any extraordinary 
donative (88). 
Civil admi- ^ tender regard for the peace and happi- 
Biftrationofnefs of his fubjcfts, was the ruling principle 



Julian. 



(87) We may credit Julian himfelf, Orat. ad S. P. Q^ Athenl- 
cnfem, p. a 80, who gives a very particular account of the tranfac- 
tion. Zofimua adds two hundred vcffels more, 1. iii, p. 145. If 
we computed the 600 corn fhips of Julian at only feventy tons each, 
they were capable of exporting iao,ooo quarters (See Arbuthnot'» 
Weights and Meafures, p. 237); and the country, which could 
bear fo large an exportation, muft already have attained an improved 
ftate of agriculture. 

(88) The troops once broke out into a mutiny, immediately be- 
fore the fecond pai&ge of the Rhine. Ammian. zvii, 9. 

which 
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>vhich direfted, or fecmed to direft, the ad- 
miniftration of Julian (89). He devoted the 
leifure of his winter-quarters to the offices of 
civil government; and affefted to affume, 
with more pleafure, the charafter of a ma- 
giftrate than that of a general. Before he 
took the field, he devolved on the provin- 
cial governors, moft of the public and pri- 
vate caufes which had been referred to his 
tribunal ; but, on his return, he carefully 
revifcd dieir proceedings, mitigated the ri- 
gour of the law, and pronounced a fecond 
judgment on the judges themfelves. Supe- 
rior to the laft temptation of virtuous minds, 
an indifcreet and intemperate zeal for juftice, 
he reftrained, with calmnefs and dignity, the 
warmth of an advocate who profecuted, for 
extortion, the prefident of the Narbonnefe 
province. " Who will ever be found 
" guilty," exclaimed the vehement Delphi- 
dius, " if it be enough to deny?** " and 
who," replied Julian, " will ever be inno- 
" cent, if it is fufficient to affirm ?" In the 
general adminiflration of peace and war, the 
intereft of the fovereign is commonly the 
fame as that of his people ; but Conftantius 
would have thought himfelf deeply injured, 
if the virtues of Julian had defrauded him of 
any part of the tribute which he extorted 
from an oppreffed and exhaufted country. 
The prince who wasinvefted with the enfigns 
of royalty, might fometimes prefume to cor- 
red the rapacious infolence of the inferior 
agents; to expofe their corrupt arts, and to 
introduce an equal and eafier mode of col- 

(89) Ammian^ xvi, 5; xviii, i, Munertinut in Panegyx:' 
Vet. xi, 4. 

Vol. III. ' Ct ledion. 



ti6 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

leftion. But the management of the finances 
was more fafely entnifted to Florentius, Prae- 
torian praefecl of Gaul, an eflfeminatc tyrant, 
incapable of pity or remorfe ; and the haughty 
minifter complained of the moft decent and 
gentle oppofition, while Julian himfelf was 
rather inclined to cenfure the weaknefs of his 
own behaviour. The Caefar had rejefted with 
abhorrence, a mandate for the levy of an 
extraordinary tax ; a new fuperdiftion, whicK 
the prsefeft had offered for his fignature ; and 
the faithful pifture of the public mifery, by 
which he had been obliged to juftify his re- 
fufal, offended the court of Conftantius. We 
may enjoy the pleafurc of reading the fenti- 
iments of Julian, as he expreffes them with 
warmth and freedom in a letter to one of his 
moft intimate friends. After ftating his own 
conduft, he proceeds in the following terms : 
" Was it poffibie for the difciple of Plato and 
*' Ariftotle to ad otherwife than I have done ? 
'' Could I abandon the unhappy fubjeds en- 
** trufted to my cate ? Was I not called upon 
*' to defend them from the repeated injurieg 
*' of thcfe unfeeling robbers ? A tribune who 
*' deferts his poft is punilhed with death, 
** and deprived of the honours of burial. 
** With what juftice could I pronounce his 
" fentence, if, in the hour of danger, I my- 
" (elf ne^eded a duty far more facred and 
" far more important? God has placed me in 
*' this elevated poft; his providence will 
" guard and fupport me. Should I be con- 
** demned tofuffer, I fliall derive comfort 
^^ from the teilimony of a pure and upright 
" confdence. Would to heaven, that I ftill 
^ poffeffed a counfellor like Sdluft J If they 

« think 
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" think proper to fend me a fucceffor, I fliall 
" fubmit without reluAance; and had much 
" rather improve the fliort opportunity of 
" doing good, than enjoying a long and 
" lafiing impunity of evil (90).** The pre- 
carious and dependent iituation of Julian 
difplayed his virtues, and concealed his de- 
fers. The young hero who fupported, in 
Gaul, the throne of Conflantius, was not 
permitted to reform the vices of the govern- 
ment ; but he had courage to alleviate or to 
pity the difirefs of the people. Unlefs he had 
been able to revive the martial fpirit of the 
Romans, or to introduce the arts of induftry 
and refinement among their favage enemies, 
he could not entertain any rational hopes of 
fecuring the public tranquillity, either by the 
peace or conqucft of Germany. Yet the 
viiftories of Julian fufpended, for a ihort time, 
the inroads of the Barbarians, and delayed 
the ruin of the Weftern empu:e. 

His lalutary influence reftored the cities of ^«Wt»on 
Gaul, which had been fo long expofed tothe^ ^*"** 
evils of civil difcord. Barbarian war, and do- 
meiHc tyranny; and the fpirit of indufhy 
was revived with the hopes of enjoyment* 
Agriculture, manufaidures and commerce 
again flouriflied under the proteftion of the 
laws; and the curiae or civil 'corporations, 
wiere again filled with u£eful and refpec* 
table members : the youth were no longer 
apprehenfive of marriage ; and married 

(90) Anmuapi pcvii, 3. Julian Epiftol. xv, edit. Spanheim. 
Svch a cokodiuft almoft jufti^« the encomium of Mamertiniu. Ita 
ilU anni ijmtia diYifaTiutt, ut aiH Bafbaros domitet, aut civibus jura 
r^ftituat ; pei:pQtuum prpfeflus, ant contra hoiUm, aut contra vi- 
tia, ciFtWKn. 

Qji perfons 
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perfons were no longer apprehtniive of pofte* 
rity: the public and private feftivals were 
celebrated with cuftomary pomp ; and the 
frequent and fecure intercourfe of the pro- 
vinces difplayed the image of national prof- 
perity (91). A mind like that of Julian, 
muft have felt the general happinefs of which 
he was the author ; but he viewed, with pe- 
culiar fatisfaftion and complacency, the city 
of Paris ; the feat of his. winter refidence, 
and the objeft even of his partial afFeftion 
(92). That fplendid capital, which now em- 
braces an ample territory on either fide of the 
Seine, was originally confined to the fmall 
iflandin themidft ofthe river, from whence 
the inhabitants derived a fupply of pute and 
falubrious water. The river bathed the foot 
of the walls; and the town was acceffible 
only by two wooden bridges. A forcft over- 
fpread the northern fide of the Seine ; but on 
the fouth, the ground, which now bears the 
name of the Univerfity, was infcnfibly co- 
vered with houfes, and adorned with a palace 
and amphitheatre, baths, an aqueduft, and 
a field of Mars for the exercife of the Roman 
troops. The feverity of the climatfc was tern-; 
pered by the neighbourhood of the ocean; 
and with fome precautions, which experience 
had taught, the vine and fig-tree were fuc* 
cefsfully cultivated. But, in remarkable 

(91) Libaniui, Orat. Parental, in Imp. Julian, c. 38, in Fabrl- 
cius Bibliothec, Gnec. torn, vii, p. 263, 264. 

(9») See Julian, in Mifopogon. p. 340, 341. The primitive 
ftate of Paris is illuftrated by Henry Valefius (ad Ammian. xx, 4)^ 
his brother Hadrian Valefius, or de Valois, and M. d'Anville (in 
their refpcdlive Notitiai of ancient Gaul), the Abbe de Longucrue 
Defcription de la France, torn, i, p. 1 2, 13, and M. Bonamy (in 
the Mem. de rAcadennie des Infcriptipos, torn, xv, p. 656—691). 

winters. 
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inters, the Seine was deeply frozen; and 
the huge pieces of ice that floated down the 
ftream, might be compared, by an Afiatic, 
to the blocks of white marble which were ex- 
trafted from the quarries of Phrygia. The 
licentioufnefs and corruption of Antioeh, re- 
called to the memory of Julian the fevere and 
fimple manners of his beloved Lutetia (93) ; 
where the amufements of the theatre were 
unknown or defpifed. He indignantly con- 
trafted the effeminate Syrians with the brave 
and honeft fimplicity of the Gauls, and almofl: 
forgave the intemperance^ which was the 
only ftain of the Celtic charafter (94). If Ju- 
lian could not revifit the capital of France, 
he might converfe with men of fcience and 
genius, capable of underftanding and of in- 
ftrufting a difciple of the Greeks ; he might 
cxcufe the lively and graceful follies of a na- 
tion, whofe martial fpirit has never been 
enervated by the indulgence of luxury ; and 
he muft applaud the pcrfe6tion of that inefti- 
mable art, which foftens and refines and em- 
bellilhes the intercourfe of focial life. 

(93.) Tn¥<pi\Hf AivMTiaf Ji)llan. in Mifopogon.-p. 340, Leu- 
cetia, or Lutetia, was the ancient name of the city which, accord- 
ing to the faihion of the fourth century, afifumed the territorial 
appellation of Parifii. 

(^4) Julian, in Mifopogon. p. 3551, 360, 
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CHAP. XX. 

The Motives J Pmgrefs^, and Effects <ff the Con- 
verJtQn cf Cor^aniine. — Legal Ejiablijhment 
and Con/iitution cf the Cbrijiian or Catholic 
Church. 

THE public eftablifhroent of Chriftianity 
may be confidered as one oi thofe im- 
portant and domeftic revolutions which excite 
the moft lively curiofity, and afford the xnoft 
valuable inftrudion. The viftories and the 
civil pdicy of Conftantine no longer influence 
the ftate of Europe ; but a confiderable por- 
tion of the globe ftill retains the in>prelioa 
vi^hich it received from the converfion of that 
monarch ; and the ecclefiaftical infUtutions of 
his reign arc ftill connefted, by an indiffolu- 
ble chain, with the opinions, the paflioQs, 
and the interefts of the prefent generation. 
Pate of the In the cc«i&ieration of a fubjcct which may 
converfion ^^ examined with impartiality, but cannot be 

ot Conftan- . ' ^ * ~frr *^ i-zvi 

tine. Viewed with mdmcrence, a dimculty imme- 
diately arifes of a very unexpefted nature j 
that of a&ertaining the real and precife date 

A. D. 306. of the converfion of Conftantine. TheekN 
quent Laclantius, in the n»dft of his court, 
fecms impatient (1) to proclaim to the worl4 

(i) The date of the Divine Inftitutions of La(5lantiu8 has been ac- 
curately difcuifed, difficulties have been fiarted, fclutions propofed, 
and an expedient imagined of two original editions; the former 
publilhed during the perfecutioB of Diocletian, the latter under 
that of JLicinius. See Dufrefnoy, Prefat. p. v. Tillcmont, Mem. 
Ecclcfiaft. torn, vi, p, 465 — 470. Lardner*s Credibility, part ii, 
vol. vii, p. 78 — 86 Fcr my own part, I am almojl convinced 
t^at I^atflaptius dedicated his Inftitutions to the foverign of Gaul, 
at a time when Galerius, Maximin, and even Licinius, perfecutcd 
the Clu'iiliaiis; that is, bciwtcn the year 306 and 311. 

thie 
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the glorious examp't- of thefovereign of Gaul; 
-who, in the iiri' moments of his reign, ac- 
knowledged and adored the majefty of the true 
and only God (2). Ihe learned Eufebius has 
afcribed the faith of Conftantine to the mira- 
culous fign which was difplayed in the heavens 
whilft he meditated and prepared the Italian 
expedition (3). The hiftorian Zofimus ma-A,D. 31a. 
licioufly afl'erts, that the emperor had im- 
brued his hands in the blood of his eldeft 
fon, before he publicly renounced the gods 
of Rome and of his anceftors (4). The perplex- a. d. 326. 
ity produced by thefe difcordant authorities, 
is derived from the behaviour of Conftantine 
himfelf. According to the ftriftnefs of eccle- 
iiaftical language, the firft of the Chrijiian em- 
perors was unworthy of that name, till the 
moment of his death; fince it was onlyA.D. 337. 
during his laft illnefs that he received, as a 
catechumen, the impofition of hands (5), and 
was afterwards admitted, by the initiatory 

(3) La&ant. Divin. Inftitut. i, i; vii, 27. The firft and Boft 
important of thefe paflagM is indeed wanting in twenty- eight manu- 
fcriptt; but it is found in nineteen If we weigh the comparative 
▼alue of thofe manufcripts, one of 900 years old, in the king vX. 
France's library, may be alleged in its favour ; but the pafiag^e is 
omitted in the correct manufcript of B«logna, which the P. de 
Montfaucon afcribes to the fixth or feventh century (Diarium Italic, 
p. 409). The tafte of moft of the editors (except Ifaeus, fee 
LaAant, edit. Dnfrefney, torn, i, p. 596) has felt the genuine 
%le of La^antitts. 

(3) Ettfeb. in Vi^ Conftant. 1. i, c. a; — 3a. 

(4) Zofimus, 1. ii, p. 104. 

(5) That rite was always ufed in making a catechumen 
(fee Bipgham's Antiquities, 1. x, c. i, p. 419. Dem. Chardon, 
Hift. des Sacremens, tom. i, p. 61), and Conflantine received it 
for thefrfi time (Eufeb. in Vit. Conftant. 1. iv, c. 61) immediately 
before his baptifhi and death. From the connexion of thefe two 
fa6ls, ,yalcfius (ad loc. Eufeb. ; has drawn the conclufion which is 
relut^ahtly admitted by Tillemont (Hifl. des Empereurs, tom. iv, 
p. 6a8), and oppofed with feeble arguments by Moflieim (p. 968). 

rites 
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rites of bapdfm, into the number of the 
faithfiil (6). The Chriftianity of Conftantine 
muft be allowed in a much more vague and 
qualified fenfe ; ahdtheniceft accuracy is re- 
quired in tracing the flow and almoft imper- 
ceptible gradations by which the monarch de- 
clared himfelf the proteAor, and at length 
the profelyte, of the church. It was an ar- 
duous tafk to eradicate the habits and preju- 
dices of his education, to acknowledge the 
divine power of Chrift, and to underftand 
that the truth of bis revelation was incompa- 
tible with the worfliip of the gods. The ob- 
fiacles which he had probably experienced in 
his own mind, infl:rufted him to proceed 
with caution in the momentous change of a 
national religion : and he infenfibly difcovered 
his new opinions, as far as he could enforce 
tliem with fafety and with effeft. During 
the whole courfe of his reign, the llream of 
Chriftianity flowed with a gentle, though 
accelerated motion: but its general direftion 
was fometimes checked, and fometimes di- 
verted, by the accidental circumftances of the 
times, and by the prudence, or poffibly by 
the caprice, of the monarch, His minifters 
were permitted to fignify the inteptions of 
their matter in the various language which 
was beft adapted to their refpeclive principles 

(6) Eufcb. in Vit. Conftant, I. iv, c. 6s 6i, 6.^ The legend 
of Conftantine's baptifm at Rome, thirteen years before his death, 
'was invented in the eighth centuiy, as a proper motive for hi« 
donation. Such tas been the gradual progrcfs of knowledge, that a 
llcry, cf which Cardinal Baronius (Annul. Ecclefiaft. A. D. 314, 
No. 4.'J — 49), ceclarcd hinifclf the unblufhing advocate, is new 
fc'ibly f\ipported, even within the verge of the Vatican. See the 
i\iitiquita^cj5 Chrirtlariae, torn, ii, p a-.2; a work pubiifhed with 
fix approliitions at R©mc, in xhc year ,751, by Father Man: achi, 
jl learned ijominican. 

(7)i 
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(7) ; and he artfully balanced the hopes and 
fears oi his fubjeAs, by publifhing in the fame 
year two edifts; the firft of wmch enjoined a. d. six- 
the iblemn obfervance of Synday (8), and the 
fecond direded the regular confultation of 
the Arufpices (9). While this important re- 
volution yet remained in fufpence, the Chrif- 
tians and the Pagans watched the conduft of 
their fovereign with the fame anxiety, but 
with very oppofite fentiments. The former 
were prompted by every motive of zeal, as 
well as vanity, to exaggerate the marks of his 
favour, and the evidences of his faith. The 
latter, till their juft apprehenfions were 
changed into defpair and refentment, at- 
tempted to conceal from the world, and from 
themfelves, that the gods of Rome could no 
longer reckon the emperor in the number of 
their votaries. The fame paffions and pre- 
judices have engaged the partial writers of 
the time to conneS the public profeffion of 
Chriftianity with the moft glorious or the 
moft ignominious aerea of the reign of Con- 
ftantine. 

Whatever fymptoms of Chriftian piety Hit Ftgw 
might tranfpire in the difcourfes or adHons of '*i*™^'*^ 
Conftantine, he perfevered till he was near 

(7) The quaeftor, or fecretary, who compofed the law of the 
Theodoiian Code, makes his mailer lay with indifference, '< homi- 
•* nibus fupraditSlae religionis" (1. xvi, tit. ii, leg. i). The mi- 
nifter of ecclefiaftical affairs was allowed a more devout and refpe^- 
ful ftyle, Tqc t^io-fjLU tun ayimrarrif jcadoXcHti; dpurxciac ; the legal, moft 
holy, and Catholic worihip. See Eofeb. Hiiib. Ecclef. 1. z, c. 6. 

(8) Cod. Theodof 1. ii, tit. viii, leg. i. Cod. Juftinian. L 
iii, tit. xii, leg. 3. Conftantine ftyles the Lord's day diet filu^ 
a name which could not offend the ears of his Pagan fubjeds. 

(9) Cod. Theod. 1. xvi, tit. x, leg. i. Godefroy, in the cha- 
raderof a commentator, endeayours (torn. Ti, p. 257) to excufe 
Conftantine ; but the more zealous Barooius (Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 
31(, No. 18) cenfures his profane condud with truth and aioerity. 

forty 
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forty years of age in the practice of the efta- 
bliibed religion (lo) ; and the fame conduct 
which in the court of Nicomedia might be 
imputed to his fear, could be afcribed only to 
the inclination or policy of the fovereign of 
GauL His liberality reftored and eariched 
the temples of the gods: the medals which 
ifiued from his Imperial mint are imprefFed 
with the figures and attributes of Jupiter and 
Apollo, of Mars and Hercules ; and his filial 
mety increafcd the eoundl of Olympus by the 
Iblemn apothebiis of his father Confiantius 
(ii). But the devotion of Conftantinc was 
xoore peculiarly directed to the genius of the 
Sun, the Apollo of Greek and Roman mytho- 
logy ; and he was pleafed to be reprefented 
with the fymbols of the God of Light and poe- 
try. The unerring fliafts of that deity, the 
brightnefs of his eyes, bis laurel wreath, im- 
mortal beauty, and elegant accomplilhments, 
ilbem to point him out as the patron of a young 
hero. The altars of Apollo were crowned 
with the votive offerings of Conftantine ; and 
the credulous multitude were taught to be- 
lieve, that the emperor was pernaitted to be- 
hold with mortal eyes the vifible majefty pf 
their tutelar deity ; and that, cither waking 
or in a vifion, he was bleffed with the aufpi- 
cious omens of a long and vidorious reign. 
The Sun was univerfally celebrated as the in- 

(10) Theodbret (1. i, c. i8) feemsto infinuate that Hel-cna gave 
her fon a Chriftian education ; but we may be affurcd, from the 
iiiperzor authority of £ufebiu» (in Vit. ConftaDt 1. iii, c. 47), 
that (he herielf vim indebted to Conftantine for the knowledge of 
Chriftianity. 

(11) See the medak of Conftantine in Ducange and Banduri. As 
few cities had retained the privilege of coining, abnoft all fhc me- 
dals of that age ilTued from the mint under the fan^Uon of the Im- 
perial authority. 

vincible 
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vincible guide and proteftor ofConftantine; 
and the Pagans might reafonabjy expeft that 
the infiilted god would purfue with unrelent- 
ing vengeance the impiety of his ungrateful 
favourite (12). 

As long as Conftantine exercifed a limited He proteat 
lb vcreignty over the provinces of Gaul, his•^<^c^*f■ 
Chriftian fubjefts were protefted by thcau-owi/ 
tliority, and perhaps by the laws, of a prince, A- ^' 3cj« 
Avho wifely left to the gods the care of vindi-""^"' 
eating their own honour. If we may credit 
the affertion of Conftantine himidf, he had 
been an indignant fpeftator of thefavage cru- 
elties which were inflifted, by the hands of 
Roman foldiers, on thofe citizens whofe reli- 
gion was their only crime (13). In the Eaft 
and in the Weft, he had feen the d^rent ef- 
fefts of feverity and of indulgence ; and as 
the former was rendered ftill more odious by 
the example of Gallerius, bis' impiacalde 
enemy, the latter was recoimneoded to his 
imitation by the authority and advice of a 
dying father. The fon of Conftantius imme- 
diatefy fufpcnded or repealed the ediAs of 
pcrfecution, and granted the free exercife of 
their religious ceremonies to aH thofe who 
had already profefled themfelves members of 
tfic church. They were foon encouraged to 

(i») The panegyric of EumeMOft (tii, iater Pancgyr. Vct.)» 
yvyikh was pronouaced a few momhs before the Italian war, aboandt 
with the moft unexceptionable evidence of the Pagan fuperftition of 
Conftantine, and of his particular veneration for Apollo, or the 
Sun; to which Jidian alludes (Ordt. vii, p. aaJ^, MoXuTron «)• 
See Commentaire dcSpanheiai furies Ccfuv, p. 317 

(13) Conftantin. Orat. ad Sanftos, c *5. But k might eafily 
be fhewnv that the Gcciek tranflaior hM improtved the fcnfe of the 
LrfUin oxigxB^; and the aged emperor might recolUa the perfccu- 
tien of Diocletiaa with a more lively abhorreBce than he had 
^dually felt in the days of his youth and Paganifin. 

dep^d 
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depend on the favours as well as on the jufticc 
of their fovereign, who had imbibed a lecret 
and fincere reverence for the name of Chrift, 
and for the God of the Chriftians(i4). 
A. D. 313, About five months after the conqueft of 
Bdiaof ^^^y» ^^^ emperor made a folemn and au- 
Mikuu thentic declaration of his fentiments, by the 
celebrated edift of Milan, which reftored 
peace to the Catholic church. In the perfonal 
interview of the two Weftern princes. Con- 
fiantine, by the afcendant of genius and 
power, obtained the ready concurrence of his 
colleague Licinius ; the union of their naixves 
,and authority difarmed the fury of Maxi- 
min ; and, after tjie death of the tyrant of 
the Eaft, the edift of Milan was received as a 
general and fundamental law of the Roman 
world ( 1 5). The wifdom of the emperors 
provided for the reftitution of all the civil 
and religious rights of which the Chriftians 
had been fo unjuftly deprived. It was en- 
aAed, that the places ofworfliip, and public 
lands, which had been confifcated, fhould be 
reftored to the church, without difpute, 
without delay, and without expenc^ : and this 
fevere injunftion was accompanied with a 
gracious promife,^ that if any of the pur- 
chafers had paid a "fair and adequate price, 
they fliould be indemnified from the Imperial 
treafury. The falutary regulations \vhich 
guard the future tranquillity of the faithful, 

(14) Sec Eufeb. Hift. Ecclcf. 1. viii, 13; 1 ix,' 9, and in Vit. 
Conft. 1. i, c. 16, 17.. La<5tant. Divin. Inftitnt. i, I. Cxciliiu 
de Mort. Perfccut. c. 25. 

(15) Catdlius (de Mort. Pcrfecut. c. 48) hasprcfcnrcd the Latin 
original; and Eufebius (Hift. Ecclef. 1. x, c. 5 ) has given a Greek 
tranilation of thit perpetual cdid, which refers tofome provifional 
regulations. 

are 
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are framed on the principles of enlarged and 
equal toUeration ; and fuch an equality muft 
have been interpreted by a recent fe6t as an 
advantageous and honourable diftindion. 
The two emperors proclaim to the world, 
that they have granted a free and abfolute 
power to the Chriftians, and to all others, of 
following the religion which each individual 
thinks proper to prefer, to which he has ad- 
dicted his mind, and which he may deem the 
beft adapted to his own ufe. They carefully 
explain every ambiguous word, remove 
every exception, and cxaft from the go- 
vernors of the provinces a ftrift obedience to 
the true and limple meaning of an edift, 
which was defigned to eftablmi and fecure, 
without any limitation, the claims of reli- 
gious liberty. They ^ondefcend to aifign 
two weighty reafons which have induced 
them to allow this univerfal toleration : the 
humane intent;ion of confulting the peace and 
happinefs of their people ; and the pious 
hope, that by fuch a conduft, they fliaU ap- 
peafe and propitiate the Deity ^ whofe feat is 
in heaven. They gratefrilly acknowledge the 
many fignal proofs which they have received 
of the divine favour; and they truft that the 
\ fame Providence will for ever continue to 
proteft the profperity of the prince and 
people. From thefe vague and indefinite ex- 
preffions of piety, three fuppofitions may be 
deduced, of a different, but not ofanincom- 
! patible nature. The mind of Conftan- 
tine might fluftuate between the Pagan 
and the Chriftian religions. According to the 
loofe and complying notions of polytheifm, 
he might acknowledge the Cod of the Chrif- 
tians 
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tiaiM as Mv of tbc js^atr clcitics wi 

the luer^rchy d hea^ren. Or |k fcit*^ 

might embrice the philolbphk and 

« idea, that notwitL^andiag die 

rites, and ci opimons, aii de leds 

the nations of mankind are mstexl 

worlh^ of the omimon Father and Crcsscr 

of the univede (16). 

01^ ^^ But the connids of princes arc masc n^ 

Wm't f' qOendy influenced by views of tcmparai ad- 

tucbnt- Y2ntM;e, than by confideradons ci abEiad 



ctr* and ^eculadve trudi* The partial and ic- 
creafing iavoor of Conftanrine may naturally 
be refored to the efieem which he entertained 
for the moral character of the Chrxfiians; 
and to a perfnafion, that the [propagation ot 
the gofpel would inculcate the praidice of pri- 
vate and public virtue. Whatever latitude an 
abfblutc monarch may alTume in his own 
condu&9 whatever indulgence he may daiis 
for his own paffions, it is undoubtedly his 
intereft that all his fubjecls ihould refped: the 
natural and civil obligations of focietyr. But 
the operations of the wi&ft laws is imperfed 
and prccaiious. They feldom infpire virtue, 
they cannot always reftrain vice. Their power 
is infufEcient to proliibit all they condemn, 
nor can they always punifli the a^ons which 
they prohibit. The legillators of antiquity 
had fumnooned to their aid the powers of 
education and of opinion. But every prin- 

(16) A punegyric of Cooilantuie, proncnficed Uvea or 6gi^ 
months afcer the edi6t of Milan (fee Gothofred. Chronolog. Leguni^ 
p. 7, attd Tilkmomt, Hktt, des Empcrettn, tov. it, f>. ^46), 
ufet the iiaUowixig remarkahle cxpremoa : *' Surnme oenim 6t«r, 
** cujut tot Qomina funt, quot llnguas gentium elTe voluifli, quern 
** cnim te ijft did velit, Ccke non poffUmm." Panegyr. Vet. ix, 
a0* In explaining Cottftantine*^ prog««fa to tht %i3]^ Moiheta 
(p. 971, &c.}i« ingenious, Aibtle, prolix. 

ciple 
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ciple which had once maintained the vigour 
find purity ot Rome and Sparta, was long 
fince extinguiihed in a declining and defpotic 
empire. Philofophy ftill exercifed her tern- » 
perate fway over the human mind, but the 
caufe of virtue derived very feeble fupport 
from the influence of the Pagan fuperftition. 
Under thefe difcouraging circumftances, a 
prudent magiftrate might obferve with plea- 
sure the progrefs of a religion which diffufed 
among the people a pure, benevolent, and 
univerfal fyftem of ethics, adapted to every 
duty and every condition of life ; recom- 
mended as the will and reafon of the Supreme 
Deity, and enforced by thefanftion of eternal 
rewards or puniihments. The experience of 
Greek and Roman hiftory could not inform 
the world how far the fyftem of national 
manners might be reformed and improved, by 
the precepts of a divine revelation ; and Con- 
ftantine might liften widi fome confidence 
to the flattering, and indeed reafonable, af- 
furances of Laftantius. The eloquent apo- 
logift feemed perfeAly to expeA, and almofl 
ventured to promife, that the eftabliihment 
of Chrifiianity would reftorc the innocence 
and felicity of the primitive age ; that the 
worfhip of the true God would extinguifli 
war and diflention among thofe who mu- 
tually confidered themfclves as the children 
of a common parent; that every impure dc- 
fire, every angry or felfifli paflion, would be 
rcftrained by the knowledge of the gofpel ; 
and that the magiftrates might flieath thefword 
of juftice among a people who would be uni- 
terfally aftuatcd by the fentiments of truth 

and 
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and piety, of equity and moderation, of 
harmony anduniverfal love (17). 
Theory and The paffive and unintereftmg obedience, 
praAicc ofwhich bows Under the yoke of authority, or 
J[^^**^*cven of oppreflion, muft have appeared, in 
the eyes of an abfolute monarch, the moft 
confpicuous and and ufeful of the evangelic 
virtues (18). The primitive Chriftians de- 
rived the inftitution of civil government, not 
from the confent of the people, but from 
the decrees of heaven. The reigning empe- 
ror, though he had ufurped the fceptre 
by treafon and murder, immediately aflumed 
the facred character of vicegerent of the 
Deity. To the Deity alone he was accoupta- 
ble for the abufc of his power; and his fub- 
jefts were indiffolubly bound, by their oath 
of fidelity, to a tyrant, who had violated 
every law of naturie and fociety. The hum- 
ble Chriftians were fent into the world as 
iheep among wolves; and fince they were 
not permitted to employ force, even in the de- 
fence of their religion, they fhould be ftiU 
more criminal if taey were tempted to flied 
the blood of their fellow-creatures, in dif- 
puting the vain privileges, or the fordid pof- 
feffions, of this tranfitory life. Faithful to 
the doftrine of the apoftle, who in the reign 
of Nero had preached the duty of uncondi- 
tional fubmiflion, the Chriftians of the three 
firft centuries preferved their confcience pure 

(17) See the elegant defcription of Ladantius (Dmn. Inftitut. 
V, 8), who is much more pcrfpicuous and pofitlve than it becomes 
a difcreet prophet. 

(18) The political fyftem of the Chriftians is explained by Grotius, 
de Jure Belli et Pacis, 1. i, c. 3, 4. Grotius was a republican and 
an exile, but the mild&efs of his temper inclined him to fupport the 
eftabliihed powers. 

and 
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and innocent of the guilt of fecret confpi- 
racy, or open rebellion. While they expe- 
rienced the rigour of perfecution, they were 
never provoked either to meet their tyrants 
in the field, or indignantly to withdraw 
themfelves into fome remote and fequeftered 
corner of the globe ( 1 9}. The proteftants of 
France, of Germany, and of Britain, who 
afferted with fuch intrepid courage their civil 
and religious freedom, have been infulted by 
the invidious comparifon between the con- 
duft of the primitive and of the reformed 
Chriftiahs (20). Perhaps, inftead of cen- 
fure, fome applaufe may be due to the fu- 
perior ftrength and fpirit of our anceftors, 
who had convinced themfelves that religion 
cannot abolifli the unalienable rights of hu- 
man nature (21). Perhaps the patience of 
the primitive church may be afcribed to its 
weaknefs, as well as to its virtue. A feft of 
unwarlike plebeians, without leaders, without 
arms, without fortifications, muft have en- 
countered inevitable deftruclion in a rafli and 
fruitlefs refiftance to the mafter of the Ro- 

(19) Tertnlliin. Apolop. c. 31, 34, 35, 36. Tamcn aunquam 
Aniniani, nee Nigrxani tcI CalHani ioveniri potuerunt Chriftiani. 
Ad Scapulam, c. a. If this affcrtion be ftridly true, it excludet 
the Chriftians of that age from all civil and military employments, 
which would have ccivipcllrd them to take an adive part in the 
fervicc of their rcfpcdivc governors. Sec Moyle*s Works, vol. ii, 
p. 349' 

(20) Sec the artful Bofluet (Hift. des Variations des Bglifct 
Protcftantcs (torn, iii, p. axo — 258), and the malrcious Bayle (torn. 
ii, p. 620). I name Baylc, for he was certainly the author of the 
Avis aux Refugies; confult the Didlionnaire Critique de Chauffepic, 
torn, i, part ii; p. 145* 

(11) Buchatman is the earliefl, or at lead the mod celebrated, of 
the reformers, who Ites juflified the theory of refiftance. See his 
Dialogue de Jure Regni apud Scotos, torn, ii, p %3, 30, edit. 
fol. Ruddiman. 

Vol.. HI. R man 
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man legions. But the Chriftians, when they 
deprecated the wrath of Diocletian, orfoli- 
cited the favour of Conftantine, could allege, 
with truth and confidence, that they held 
the principle of paffive obedience, and that, 
in the fpacc of three centuries, their condud 
had always been conformable to their prm- 
ciples. They might add, that the throne of 
the emperors would be eilablilhed on a fixed 
and permanent bafis, if ail their fubjefts efla- 
bracing the Chriftian doftrine, fliould leam 
to fuffer and to obey. 
Divine In the general order of Providence, -princes 

Co^Mtine^^^ tyrants are confidered as the minifters of 
Heaven, appointed to rule or to chaftiie 
the nations of the earth. But facrcd hiftory 
affords many illuftrious examples of the more 
immediate interpofition of the Deity in the 
government of his chofen pecq)le. The 
fceptre and the fword were committed to the 
hands of Mofes, of Jofliua, of Gideon, of 
David, of the Maccabees ; the virtues of thofe 
heroes were the motive or the effcft of the 
Divine favour, the fuccefs of their arras was 
deflined to atchieve the deliverance or the 
triumph of the church. If the judges of 
litael were occafional and temporary magif- 
trates, the kings of Judah derived from the 
royal unftion of their great anceftor, an he- 
reditary and indefcafible right, which could 
not be forfeited by dieir own vices, nor re- 
called by the caprice of their fubjeds. The 
fame extraordinary providence, which was 
no longer confined to the Jewifli people, 
might eleft Conftantine and his family as the 
proteftors of the Chriftian world : and the 
devout Ladantius announces, in a prophetic 

tone. 
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tone, the future glories of his long and uni- 
verfal reign (22). Galerius and Maximin, 
Maxentius and Licinius, were the rivals who 
iharcd with the favourite of heaven the pro- 
vinces of the empire. The tragic deaths of 
Galerius and Maxinun foon gratified the 
refcntment, and fidfiUed the fanguine ex- 
peftations, of the ChrifUans. The fuccefs of 
Conftantine againft Maxentius and Licinius, 
removed the two formidable competitors 
who ftill oppofed the triumph of the fecond 
David, andhiscaufe might feem to claim the 
peculiar interpofition of Providence. The 
charadler of the Roman tyrant difgraced the 
purple and human nature; and though the 
Chnftians might enjoy his precaiious favour, 
they were expofed, with the reft of his fub- 
jefts, to the efFefts of his wanton and capri- 
cious cruelty. The conduft of Licinius foon 
betrayed the rcluftance with which he had 
confeuted to the wife and humane regulations 
of the edift of Milan. The convocation of 
provincial fynods was prohibited in his do- 
minions ; his Chriftian officers were ignomi- 
nioufly diifmiffed ; and if he avoided the guilt, 
or rather danger, of a general perfecution, 
his partial oppreffions were rendered ftill 
more odious, by the violation of a fplema 
and voluntary engagement (23). While the 
Eaft, according to the lively expreffion of 
Eufebius, was involved in the fliades of in- 

{%i) La^ant. pivin. Inftitut. i, i. Eufebius, in theccurre,Qf 
kiahiilory,. bis life, and his oration, repeatedly iacolcates the dl- 
viiie right of ConAantine to the empire. 

{%$) Our imperfect. knowledge of the perf<?cution of Licinius is 
deriYcd from Eufebius (Hift. Ecdef. 1. x, c. 8, Vit. Conftantin. 
1. i, c. 49—^6, 1. ii, c. I, a). Aureiius Vidor mentions hit 
cruelty ^^jgeq^.^^cn^ 
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fernal darknefs, and aufpicious rays of ce- 
leftial light warmed and illuminated the pro- 
vinces of the Weft. The piety of Conftan- 
tine was admitted as an unexceptionable 
proof of the juftice of his arms ; and his ufe 
of' viftory confirmed the opinion of the 
Chriftians, that their hero was infpired, and 
conducted, by the Lord of Hofts. The con- 
queft of Italy produced a general edift of tol- 
leration : and as foon as the defeat of Lici- 
nius had invefted Conftantine with the fole 
A.D. 3^4. dominion of the Roman world, he immedi- 
ately, by circular letters, exhorted all his 
fubjefts to imitate, without delay, the ex- 
ample of their fovereign, and to embrace 
the divine truth of Chriftianity (24). 
Loyalty & ^^^ affurance that the elevation of Con- 
2cai of the ftantine was intimately connected with the 
chriftian jefigns of Provideucc, inftilled into the 
minds of the Chriftians two opinions, which, 
by veiy different means, aflifted tlic accom- 
plifhment of the prophecy. Their warm and 
aftive loyalty exhaufted in his favour every 
refource of jiuman induftry ; and they con- 
fidently expefted that their ftrenuous efforts 
would be feconded by fome divine and mi- 
ntculbus aid. The enemies of Conftantine 
have imputed to interefted motives the alli- 
ance which he infenfibly contrafted with the 
Catholic church, and which apparently con- 
tributes to the fuccefs of his ambition. In 
the beginning of the fourth century, the 
Chriftians ftill bore a very inadequate pro- 
portion to the inhabitants of the empire; but 
among a degenerate people, who viewed the 

(»4) Eufeb. in Vit, Conftaftt. L ill, c. l4-*-4>> 4^ — ^ 

change 
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change of matters -with the indifference of 
flaves, the fpirit and union of a religious 
party iiiight aflift the popular leader, to 
whofe fersacc, from a principle of confcience, 
they had devoted their lives and fortunes (25). 
The example of his father had inftrufted 
Conftantine to eftecm and to reward the 
merit of the Chriftians ; and in the diftri- 
bution of public offices, he had the advan- 
tage of ftrengthening his government, by the 
choice of minifters or generals, in whofe 
fidelity he could repole a juft and unreferved 
confidence. - By the influence of thefe dig- 
nified miffionaries, the profelytes of the new 
faith muft have multiplied in the court and 
army; the Barbarians of Germany, who 
filled the ranks of the legions, were of a care- 
lefs temper, which acquiefced witl.out refift- 
ance in the religion of their commander ; and 
when they palled the Alps, it may fairly be 
prefumed, that a great number of the fol- 
diers had already confecrated their fwords to 
the fervice of Chrift and of Conftantine (26). 
The habits of mankind, and the intereft of 
religion, gradually abated the horror of war 
and bloodflied, which had fo long prevailed 
among the Chriftians ; and in the councils 

(ij) In the beginning of the laft century, the Papifts of England 
were only a. tbirtifthy and the Proteilant of France only a Jifteentb 
part of the rcfpedtive nations,, to whom their fpirit and power were 
a conflant obje^ of apprchcnfion. See the relations which Benti- 
Toglio (who was then nuncio at BnifTcls, and afterwards cardinal) 
tranfmitted to the court of Rome (Relazione, torn, ii, p. 2 it, 
^41). Bentivoglio was curious, well-informed, but fomewh^t 
partial. 

(16) This carelefs temper of the Grermans appears almoft uni' 
formly in the hiftory of the converiion of each of the tribes. The 
legions of Conftantine were recruited with Germans (Zofimus, 1. ii, 
p. 86) ; and the court even of his father had been filled with Chrif- 
tians. See the firft book of the Life of Conftantine, by Eufebius. 

which 
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which were aiTembled under the gracious pro- 
tedion of Conftantine, the authority of the 
bifliops was feafonably employed to ratify the 
t>bligation of the military oath, and to in- 
flift the penalty of excommunication on thole 
foldiers who threw away their arms during 
the peace of the church (27). While Con- 
ftantine, in his own dominions, encreafed the 
number and zeal of his faithful adherents, 
he could depend on the fupport of a powerful 
faftion in thofe provinces, which were ftill 
poffeffed or ufurped by his rivals. A fecret 
difafFeclion was diffufed among the Chriftian 
fubjefts of Maxentius and Licinius ; and the 
refcntment which the latter did not attempt 
to conceal, ferved only to engage them ftill 
5iore deeply in the intereft of his compe- 
titor. The regular correfpondence which 
connected the bifliops of the moft diftant 
provinces, enabled them freely to commu- 
nicate their wiflies and their deligns, and to 
tranfmit without danger any ufeful intelli- 
gence, of any pious contributions, which 
might promote the fervice of Conftan- 
tine, who publicly declared that he had 
taken up atlns for the deliverance of the 
church ( 2 S). 

{%y) De liib <(ui »m& firojiciunt ifi pact, plhcnit itth ^h{iilsttt a 
communione. Coticil. Afekit. Cation iii. The beft critic* Vi'pplj 
thefc words to thtpime of the eburch, ^ 

(2S) Eufebius always confidered the fecond civil war s^gaiaft 
Licinius as a fort of religious crnfade. At the invitation of the 
tyrant, fotne Chriftian officers had refumed their zonrx ; or, in other 
words, had returned to the military fervice. Their condui6l wm 
afterwards cenfured by the izth canon of the council of Nice; if 
■this particular application niay be received, inftead of the loofe^uid 
general fcnfe of the Greek interpreters, jBalfatnon, Zonaras, an^ 
Alexis Ariftenus. See Beveridge, PandeA. Ecdef. Gnec torn, i, 
p. 72, torn, ii, p. 7S. Annotation, 

Th6 
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The enthufiafm which infpired the troops, ^^p*^*' 
and perhaps the emperor himfelf, hadbcUef of a 
Sharpened their fwords whileit fatisfied their n^^^^- 
confcience. They marched to battle with 
the full affurance, that the fame God, who 
had formerly opened a paffage to the Ifraelites 
through the waters of Jordon, and had 
thrown down the walls of Jericho at the 
found of the trumpets of Jofliua, would dif^ 
play his vifible majefty and power in the vic- 
tory of Conftantine. The evidence of eccle- 
fiaftical hiftory is prepared to affirm, that 
their expeftations were iuftified by the con- 
fpicuous miracle to which the converlion of 
the firft Chriftian emperor has been almoft 
unanimoufly afcribed. The real or imagi- 
nary caufe of fo important an event, deferves 
and demands the attention of pofterity ; and 
I fhall endeavour to form a juft eftimate of 
the famous vifion of Conftantine, by a dif- 
tinft confideration of Xhtjiandard^ the dream^ 
and the celeftial Jign ; by feparating the hif- 
torical, the natural, and the marvellous parts 
of this extraordinary ftory, which, in the 
compofition of a fpecious argument, have 
been artfully confounded in one fplendid and 
Iwittle mafs. 

I. An inftrument of the tortures which were The uBa- 
infli^ed only on flaves and ftrangers, became ^^'JJ^^^ ^ 
an objed of horror in the eyes of a Roman the crofs. 
citizen ; and the ideas of guilt, of pain, and 
of ignominy, were clofely united with the 
idea of the crofs (29). The piety, rather 

than 

(29) Nomen ipfum erucu abfit non modo a corpore ciyitim Roma* 
normn, fed etiam a oog^tatione,- occulis, aurihus. Cicero pro 
Itaberio, c 5. The Chriftiaa writersy Juibn, Minucius Faelix, 

Tcrtulliam 
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than the humamtjr, of Coir&uitiiie, fbon 
abolifhed in his dominions the pimiiliixieiit 
which the Savioiir of mankind had coode- 
fcended to fnfier(3o); bnt the emperor Iiad 
already learned to defpife the prejudices of 
his education, and of his people, before he 
could ereck in the midft of Rome hij own 
flatue, bearing a crofs in its right hand ; with 
an infcription, which referred the viAory of 
his arms, and the deliverance of Rome, to 
the virtue of that ialutary fign, the true 
fymbol of force and courage (31)- The 
lame fymbol fandified the arms of the foldicrs 
of Conftantine; the crofs glittered on their 
helmets, was engraved on their ihields, was 
interwoven into their banners ; and the con- 
fecratcd emblems which adorned the perfbn 
of the emperor himfclf, were diftinguiihed 
only by richer materials and more exquifite 
workmanfliip(32). But the principal ftan- 

dard 

TcrtTilUan, Jerom, and Maximos of Tnrin, have inreftigated with 
tolerable fnccefs the figure or Hkenefs of a crofs in almoft every 
6iyje£t of nature or art ; in the imerfe&ion of the meridian and 
equator, the human face, a bird fiying, a man fwimming, amaft 
and yard, a plough, a Jlandard^ &;c &c. &c. Sec JLipfius dc 
Cruce, L i, c. 9. 

(30) See Aurclius Vidtor, who confiders this law as one of the 

examples of Conftantinc's piety. An cdicft fo honourable to Chrif- 
tianity defcrvcd a place in the Theodciian code, inftead of the in- 
dirc<9- mention of it, which feems to ^efult from the comparifon of 
the vth and xvilith titles of the ixth book. 

C^xi EufcliuSj'in Vit. Conftantln. 1. i, c. 40. Thisflatue, or 
at Icaft the crofs and infcription, may be afcribed with more proba- 
bility to the fecond, or even the third, rifit of Conftantine to 
R me Immediately after the defeat of Maxfntius, the mind$ of 
the fenatc and people were fcarccly ripe for this public monument. 

(.■^a) Apnofcas regina libcns mca figna neceflc cfl; 
In quibuB efHjricsrrfc^/j aut gemmata refulget 
Aut lorgjs folido ex auro pra-fcrtur in hafiis. 
Hoc fJ3;uo invidus, tranfiiiiiTis Alpibus Ultor 

5oryitlu» 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 349 

dard which difplayed the triumph of the 
crols was ftiled the Labarum (33), an obfcure 
though celebrated name, which has been 
vainly derived from almoft all the languages 
of the world. It is defcribed (34) as a long 
pike interfered by a tranfverfal beam. The 
filken veil which hung down from the 
beam, was curioufly enwrought with the 
images of the reigning monarch and his 
children. The fummit of the pike fup- 
ported a crown of gold which inclofed the 
inyfterious monogram, at once expreffive of 
the figure of the crofs, and the initial letters 
of the name of Chrift (35). The fafety of 
the labarum was entrufted to fifty guards, of 
approved valour and fidelity ; their ftation 
was marked by honours and emoluments; 
and fome fortunate accidents foon introduced 
an opinion, that as long as the guards of the 

Scryitium folvit miferabile Conftantinus 

Chriihis purpureum gemmanti textus in auro 
Signabat Labarum^ clypeorum infignia Chriftui 
ficiipferat ; ardebat fummit crux addita criilis. 

Prudent, in Symmachum, 1. ii, 464, 486. 

{$i) The derivation and meaning of the word Labarumy or 
Laborumy which is employed by Gregory Nazianzen, Ambrofe, 
Pnidentius, &c. ftill remain totally unknown; in fpite of the efforts 
of the critics, who have ineffedlually tortured the Latin, Greek, 
Spanifh, Celtic, Teutonic, lUyric, Armenian, &c. in fearch of an 
etymology. See Ducange, in GloiT. Med. & infim. I^tinitat. 
fnb Toce Labarum^ and Oodefroy, ad Cod. Theodof torn, ii, 
p. 143. 

(•;4) JBufe^. In Vit. Conftantin. 1. i, c. 30, 31. Baronius 
(Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 312, No. 26) has engraved a reprefentation 
•f the Labarum. 

(^5) Tranfversft X literl, fummo capite circumflexo, Chriftum 
in fcutis notat. C«ecilius de M. P. c. 44. Cuper (ad M. P. in 
edit. La<9ant torn, ii, p. 500) and Baronius (A. D. 312, No. 25) 
have engraved from ancient monuments, feveral fpecimens as thus 
p ^ ^ of thefe monograms, which became extremely 

rp" ^^ yfs, ) fafliionable in the Chriftlaa world, 

labarum 
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labarum were "Engaged in the execution of 
their office, they were fecure and invulne- 
rable amidft the darts of the enemy. In the 
fecond civil war Licinius felt and dreaded 
the power of his coniecrated banner, the 
fight of which,, in the diftrefs of battle, 
animated the foldiers of Conftantine with an 
invincible enthufiafm, and fcattered terror 
and difmay through the ranks of the adverfe 
Icrions (36), The Chriftian emperors, who 
reipe6ted the example of Conftantine, dif- 
played in all their military expeditions the 
ftandard of the crofs ; but when the dege- 
nerate fucceffors of Theodofius had ceafed 
to appear in perfon at the head of their 
armies, the labarum was depofited as a ve^ 
nerable but ufelcfs relic in the palace of Con- 
fentinople (37). Its honours are ftill pre- 
ferved on the medals of the Flavian family. 
Their grateful devotion has placed the mono- 
gram 01 Chrift in the midft of the enfigns 
of Rome. The folemn epithets o/, fafcty 
of the republic, glory of the army, rcftora- 
tion of public happinefs, are equally applied 
to the religious and military trophies; and 
there is ftilT extant a n^edal of the emperor 
Conftantius, where the ftandard of the laba- 

(36) Eufeb. in Vit. Conftantin. h ii, c. 7, S, 9. He introducet 
the Labarum before the Italian expedition ; ' but his narrative fe&ms 
to indicate that it was never (hewn at the head of an army, till 
Conftantine, above ten years afterwards, declared kisEifelf the enemy 
of Licinius, and the deliverer of the church. 

(37) Sec Cod. The>d. 1. vi, tit. xxv. Sazomen, 1. i, c. 2, 
Theophan. Chronograph, p. K. Theophanes lived towards the 
find of the eighth century, almoU five hundred years after Conftan- 
tine. The modern Greeks were not inclined to difplay in the field 
the ftanJafd of t^ •• empire and of Chriftjanity; and though they 
depended on every fuperftitious hop* of defend^ the promife of 
vi£iory would have appeared too bold a £(5lxon. 

rum 
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rum is accompanied with thpfc memorable 
words. By this sign thou shalt con- 
quer (38), 

II. In all occafions of danger or diftrefs, itThcdrem 
was the praftice of the primitive Chriftians®^ c*"*^*"" 
to fortify their minds atad bodies by the fign*^** 
of the crofs, which thev ufed, in all their 
ecclefiaftical rites, in all die daily occurrences 
of life, as an infalKble prcfervative againft 
every fpecies of fpiritual or temporal cvil(39). 
The authority of the church might done 
have had fumdent weight to jiiftSy the de* 
votion of Conftantine, who in the fame pru- 
dent and ffradual progrefs acknowledged the 
truth, and affumcd 9ie fymbol, of Chriftia- 
nity. But the teftimony bf a contemporary 
writer, who in a formal treatife has avenged 
the caufe of religion, beftows on the piety 
of the emperor a more awful and fublime 
charafter. He affirms with the moft perfeft 
confidence, that in the night which preceded 
the h& battle againft Maxentius, Conftantine 
was admoniflied in a dream to infcribe the 
ihield of his foldiers with the cel'eftial Jign of 
Godj the facred monogram of the name of 
Chrift: that he executed the commands of 
heaven, and that his valour and obedience 
were rewarded by the decifive viftory of the 
Milvian bridge. Some confidcrations might 
perhaps incline a fceptical mind to fufpeft the 
judgment or the veracity of the rhetorician, 

(38) The Abbe du Voifin, p. 103, &c. alieges feveral of thefe 
ftioMs, and quotes a particulsu: diflertation of a Jefuit, the Perede 
Onio'ville, on thb objed. 

(39) Tertullian. de Corona, c. 3. Athaaafiw, torn, i, p. xof. 
The learned jcfuit Petavins (Dogaiata Theolpg. 1. xr, c. 9, xo) 
fias colle&ed many fimilar paiTages en the Tirtues of the croft, which 
ID the laft age embarrafled our Proteftant difputanti. 

whofe 
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whofe pen, either from zeal or intereft, was 
devoted to the caufe of the prevailing fac- 
tion (40). He appears to have publifhcd his 
deaths of the perfecutors at Nicomedia about 
three years after the Roman victory ; but the 
interval of a thoufand miles, and a thoufand 
days, will allbw an ample latitude for the 
invention of declaimers, the cruelty of party, 
and the tacit approbation of the emperor 
himfelf; who might liften without indigna- 
tion to a marvellous tale, which exalted his 
fame^ and promoted his defigns. In favour 
of Licinius, who ftill diffembled his animo- 
fity to the Chriftians, the fame author has 
provided a fimilar vifion, of a form of prayer, 
which was communicated by an angel, and 
repeated by the whole army before they en- 
gaged the legions of the tyrant Maximin. 
The frequent repetition of miracles ferves to 
provoke, where it docs not fubdue, the 
reafon of mankind 41); but if the dream 
pf Conftantine is feparately confidered, it 

(40) Cacciliui, de M. P. c. 44. It is certain, that this hiftoiical 
declamation was compofed and publifhed, while Liciniusj foTercign 
of the Eaft^ ftiU preferycd the friendihip of Conftantine, and of the 
Chriftians. Every reader of tafte muft perceive, that the ftyle is of 
a very difierent and inferior charader to that of Ladantius ; and 
'fiich indeed i« the judgment of Le.Ckrc and Lardner (Bibliotheqne 
Ancienne ct Moderne, torn, iii, p. 438. Credibility of the Gof- 
pel, &c. partii, vol. vii, p. 94). Three arguments from the title 
of the book, and from the names of Donatus and C^cUius, are 
produc<?d by the advocates for La&antius (See the P. Leftocq, torn, 
li, p. 46 — 60). Each of thefe jiroofs is fingly wieat and defejftive, 
but their concurrence has great weight I havp often .fludluated, 
and ihall tamely follow the Colbert MS, in calling the author 
(whoever he was) Caecilius. 

f4i) Caecilius, de M. P. c. 4^. There feemsto be ionic reafop 
Sn the obfervation of M. de Voltaire (Ocuvres, tom. xiv, p. 307), 
who afcribes to the fuccefs of ConftantiniTthe fuperior fame of his 
Labarum above the ang;el of Licinius. Yet even this angel is favour- 
ably entertained by Pagi, Tillemont, Flcuryi &c. who are fond of 
encreafing their ftock «f miraclest 

m^y 
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may be naturally explained either by the 
policy or enthufiafm of the emperor. Whilft 
his anxiety for the approaching day, which 
muft decide the fate of the empire, was fuf- 
pended by a fliort and interrupted flumber, 
the venerable form of Chrift, and the well- 
known fymbol of his religion, might forcibly 
oflfer themfelves to the aftive fancy of a 
prince who reverenced the name, and had 
perhaps fecretly implored the power, of the 
God of the Chriftians. As readily might a 
confummate ftatefman indulge himfelf in the 
ufe of one of thofe military ftratagems, one 
of thofe pious frauds, which Philip and Ser- 
torius had employed with fuch art and efFeft 
(42). The praeternatural origin of dreams 
was univerfally admitted by the nations of 
antiquity, and a confiderable part of the 
Gallic army was already prepared to place 
their confidence in the falutary fign of the 
Chriftian religion. The fecret vifion of Con- 
ftantine could be difproved only by the 
event ; and the intrepid hero who had pafled 
the Alps and the Apennine, might view with 
carelefs defpair the confequences of a defeat 
under the walls of Rome. The fenate and 
people, exulting in their own deliverance 
from an odious tyrant, acknowledged that 

(41) Befides thefe well-known example?, Tolliut (Preface to 
Boileau*s tranilation of Longinas) has difcoTered a vifibn of Antigo- 
mis, who aflured his troops that h« hadfeen a pentagon (the fymbol 
of fafety) with thefe words, *' In this conquer." But Tollius hat 
moft inexcufably omitted to produce his authority ; and hit own 
charader, literary as well as moral, it not free from reproach (See 
Chanffepie Dit^ionaaire Critique, torn, it, p. 460). Without 
infifting on the lilence of Diodorus, Plutarch, Juftin, &c. it may 
be obferred that Polyxnus, who in a feparate chapter (1. iv, c. 6) 
hat cotieAed nineteen miliury ftratagcnt of Antigonut, it totally 
Ignorant of thii remarkable Tifion. 

the 
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the viftory of Conftantine furpafled the 
powers of man^ without daring to iniinuate 
that it had been obtained by the proteftion of 
the Gods. The triumphal arch, which ^was 
erected about three years after the event, 
proclaims, in ambiguous language, that by 
the greatnels of his own mind, and by an 
injiinih or impulfe of the Divinity^ he had 
faved and avenged the Roman republic (43). 
The Pagan orator, who had feized an earlier 
^opportunity of celebrating the virtues of the 
^conqueror, fuppofes that he alone enjoyed 
a fecret and intitnate commerce with the Su- 
preme Being, who delegated the care of 
wortals to ms fubordinate deities ; and thus 
ftfllgns a very plaufible reafon why the fub- 
jeds of Conftantine fliould not prefume to 
embrace the new religion of their fove- 
reign (44). 
Appear- jjj^ 'j'j^^ philofophcr, who with calm fuf- 

ance ota,. *, .11 1 

crois in thepiaon examiues the dreams and omens, 
*^- the miracles and prodigies, of profime or 
^ven of ecclefiaftical hiftory, will probably 
conclude, th^t if the eyes erf" the fpedators 
^ve fomctimes been deceived by fraud, :the 
underftanding of the readers has much more 
•iirequently been infulted by fidion. Every 
event, or appearance, or accident, which 
feems to deviate from the ordinary courfe of 
nature, has been raflily afcribed to the im- 
mediate a<fUon of the Deity; and the af- 

(43) Inftindhi Oiviiutatis, mentis magnitudinc. The infcriptioo 
on the triumphed arch of Coiiftantine, which has been copied by 
Baronins, Gruter, -&c. may ftill be penifed by every curiou» 
traveller. 

< ,(44).Habes profe<5fco aliquid cum iUa mente DivinifecrAtum:; 
^x delegata noftra Diis Minoribiu cim^A -oni fe ^i ^Ji^^fia^vr ^tBr 
dcrc. Pancgyr. Vet. ix, a. 

toniflied 
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tomiked fsuicy of the xnultitude has fome- 
times given fliape and colour, lax^gua^ aa4 
motiofv, to the fleeting but uncommon me- 
teors of the air (45). Nazarius and lilufebius 
are the two moft celebrated orators, who in a. D. atr. 
ftudied panegyrics have laboured to exalt the 
glory of Conftantine. Nine years after the 
Roman viftory, Nazarius (46) defcribes aa 
army of divine warriors, who feem to £s^ 
from the iky ; he marks their beauty, their 
fpirit, their gigantic forms, the ftream of 
light which beamed from tlieir celeftial ai> 
mour, their patience in fufiering themfelves 
to be heard, as well as fcen, by mortals 3 and 
their declaration that they were lent, that 
they flew, to the afliftancc of the great Con- 
Ilantine. For the truth of this prodigy, the 
Pagan orator appeals to the whole Gallic^ ^^ -^ 
nation, in whofe prefenc5 he was then fpeaking^ 
and feems to hope that the ancient appari- 
tions (47) would not obtain credit from this 
recent and public event. The Chriftian fable 
of Eufebius, which, in the fpace of twenlgr- 
fix years, might arife from the original 
dreams, is cafl: in a much more correft and 
elegant mould. In one of the marches of 

(45) M. Frcrct (Memoires de 1' Academic des Infcriptions, tonu 
iv, p. 41 — 437) explains, by phyfical caufes, many of the prodi- . 
f^ies of artiquity ; and Fabricius, who is abufed by both panics, 
vainly tries to introduce the celeflial crofs of Conftantine among tke 
folarHalos. Bibliothec. Grace, torn, vi, p. 8 — 19. 

(46) Nazarius inter Pancgyr, Vet. x, 14, 15. It is unneceiHiFy 
to name the moderns, whofe undiflinguifliing and ravenous appetite 
has fwallowed even the Pagan bait of Nazarius. 

(47) The apparitions of Caftor and Pollux,, particularly to an- 
nounce the Macedonian vi&ory, are atteibd by hiftorians and pub- 
lic monuments. See Cicero de Natura Deorum, ii, a, iii. 5, 6. 
Fionas, ii, 12. Valerius Maximus, 1. i, c. 8, No. 1. Yet the 
inoft recent of thefe miracles is omitted, and iodiredly denied by 
Livy(xlv, I). 

Gon- 
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Conftantine, he is reported to have feen with 
his own eyes the luminous trophy of the 
crofs, placed above the meridian fun, and 
infcribed with the following words : By this, 
CONQUER. This amazing objeft in the iky 
aftoniihed the whole army, as well as the 
emperor himfelf, who was yet undetermined 
in the choice of a religion ; but his aftonilli- 
ment was converted into faith by the vifion of 
the enfuing night. Chrift appeared before 
his eyes ; and difplaying the fame celeftial 
fign of the crofs, he directed Conftantine to 
frame a fimilar ftandard, and to march, with 
an affurance of viftory, againft Maxentius 
and all his enemies (48). The learned billiop 
of Caefarea appears to be fenfible, that the 
recent difeovery of this marvellous anecdote 
would excite fome fujprife and diftruft among 
the pious of his readers. Yet, inftead of af- 
certaining the precife circumftances of time 
and place, which always fcrves to deteA 
falfehood, or eftablifli truth (49); inftead 
of collecting and recording the evidence of 
fo many living witneffes, who muft have 
been fpeftators of this ftupendous miracle 
(50); Eufcbius contents himfelf with alleging 
a very Angular teftimony; that of the de- 
ceafed Conftantine, who, many years after 
the event, in the freedom of converfation, 

(4^) fiufebins, 1. i, c. aSt, 29, 30. The £lence of the fame 
Eufebius, in hit Ecdefiaftical Hiftory, is deeply felt by thofe advo- 
cates for the miracle who are not abfolutely callous. 

(49) The narrative of Conftantine feems to indicate, that he 
faw the crofs in the iky. before he paiTed the Alps againft Maxentius* 
The fcene has been fixed by provincial vanity at Treves, Befan^on, 
&c. See TiUcmont, Hift. des Empcreurs, torn, iv, p. 573. 

(^o) The pious Tillemont (Mem. Ecclef. tom. vii, r. 1317} 
irejeAs with a figh the ufeful Ads of Artemius, a veteran and » 
martyr, wh« attefts at an eye-witnefs the viiioo of Conftantine 

had 
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had rdated to him this extraordinary inci- 
dent of his own hfe, and had attefted the 
truth of it by a folemn oath- The prudence 
and gratitude of the learned prelate forbade 
him to fufpeft the veracity of his viftorious 
matter; but he plainly intimates, that, in a 
faft of fuch a nature, he ihould have re- 
fufed his affent to any meaner authority. 
This motive of credibility could not furvivc 
the power of the Flavian family; and the 
celefUal fign, which the Infidels might after- 
wards deride (51), was difregarded by the 
Chrifiians of the age which immediately fol- 
lowed the convcraon of Conftantine (52). 
But the Catholic church, both of the Eaft 
and of the Weft, has adopted a prodigy which 
favours, or feems to favour, the popular 
worihip of the crofs- The vifion of Conftan- 
tine maintained an honoiu*able place in the 
legend of fuperftition, till the bold and 
fagacious fpirit of criticifm prefumed to de- 
preciate the triumph, and to arraign the 
truth, of the firft Chriftian emperor (^5;^). 

(5 1 } Gelafius Cyzic. io AA, Concil. Kicen. I. i, c. 4. 

(52) The advocates for the vifion are unable to produce a fingle 
telUmony from the Fathers of the fourth and fifth centuries, who, 
in their voluminous writin(i:s, repeatedly celebrate the triumph of 
the church and of ConQantine. At thefe venerable men had not 
any diilike to a miracle, we may fufpe<5fc (and the fufpicion is con- 
firmed by the ignorance of Jerom) that they were all unacquainted 
with the life of Conftantine by Eufebius. This tra<5l was recovered 
by the diligence of thofe who tranilated or continued his Eicclefi- 
aftical Hiilory, and who have reprefented in various colours the 
vifion of the crofs. 

(53) Godcfroy was the firft who, in the year 164.^ (Not. ad 
Philoftorgium, 1. i, c. 6, p. 16), exprefied any doubt of a miracl:: 
which had been fupportcd with equal zeal by Cardinal Baronius, and 
the Centuriators of Magdebnrgh. Since that time, many of the 
Profceftant critics have inclined towards doubt and rliibelief. The 
objei^ions are urged, with great force, by M. ChauiFepie (Die- 
tionnaire Critique, tcm. iv, p. 6 — jj); and, in the year 17^4, a 
dod^or of Sorbonne, the Abbe du Voifin, publiithcd an Apology, 
which deferves the pralfe of learning and moderation. 

Vol. III. S The 
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^ rf *^**"f '^^^ Proteftant and philofophic readers of 
Conftan- thc prcfciit agc will incline to believe, that, 
tine might in the account of his own converfion, Con- 
w fiiiccrc. ft^j^^jj^g attefted a wilful wifehood by a 
folemn and deliberate peijury. They may 
not hefitate to pronounce, that, in the choice 
of a religion, his mind was determined only 
by a fenfe of intereft ; and that (according to 
the expreffion of a profane poet (54) he ufed 
the altars of the church as a convenient 
footftool to the throne of the empire. A 
conclufion fo harih and fo abfolute is not, 
however, warranted by our knowledge of 
human nature, of Conftantine, or of Chrif- 
tianity. In an age of religious fervour, thc 
moft artful ftatefmen are obferved to feel 
fome part of the enthufiafm which they in- 
fpire ; and the moft orthodox faints amime 
the dangerous privilege of defending thc 
caufe of tiaith by the arms of deceit and falfe- 
hood, Perfonjd intereft is often the ft:andard 
of our belief, as well as of our practice ; and 
the fame motives of temporal advantage 
which might influence the public conduft 
and profemons of Conftantine, would infen- 
fibly difpofe his mind to embrace a religion 

(54) Lors Conftantin dit ces propres parolet : 

J*ai renverfe le cultc des idoles; 

Sur les debris de leurs temples fumans 

Au Dieu du Ciel j*ai prodlgue Tencens. 

Mais tous mes foin& pour fa grandeur fupremt 

N*eurent jamais d' autre obj^t que moim^me ; 

Les faints autels n'etoient a mes regards 

Qu*un marchepte du trdne des C£fars. 

L*aKibition, la fureur, les deiices 

Etoient mes Dieux, avoient mes facrifices. 

L*or des Chretiens, leurs intrigues, leur fang 

Ont cimente ma fortune et mon rang. 
The poem which contains thefe lines may he read with pleafure> hit 
cannot be named with decency. 

fo 
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lo propitious to his fame and fortunes. His 
vanity was gratified by the flattering aflii- 
ranee, that be had been chofen by Heaven to 
reign over the earth ; fuccefs had juftified his 
divine title to the throne, and that title was 
founded on the truth of the Chriftian reve- 
lation. As real virtue is fometimes excited 
by undeferved applaufe, the fpecious piety 
of Conftantine, if at firil it was only fpe- 
cious, might gradually, by the influence of 
praife, of habit and of example, be matured 
into ferious faith and fervent devotion. The 
bifhops and teachers of the new feft, whofe 
drefs and manners had not qualified them 
for the refidence of a court, were admitted 
to the Imperial table; they accompanied the 
monarch in his expeditions ; and the af- 
cendant which one of them, an Egyptian or 
a Spaniard (55)9 acquired over his mind, 
was imputed by the Pagans to the effeft of 
magic {56)^ Laftantius, who has adorned 
the precepts of the gofpel with the elo- 
quence of Cicero (57) ; and Eufebius, who 
has . confecrated the learning and philofophy 
of the Greeks to the fervice of religion (58), 

{SS) rhi* fayourite was probably Uie great Ofius, biihep of 
Cordova, who preferred the pailoral care of the whole church tQ 
the goTernment of a particular diocefe. Hit charaiSler is magnifi* 
cently, though concifely, exprefTed by Athanafius (torn, i, p. 703). 
See Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. torn, vii, p. 514 — ^561. Oflus wa» 
accufed, perhaps unjuftly, of retiring from court with a very ample 
fortune. 

(s6) See Eufebius (in yit. Conftant. paflim), and Zoiimus, 
1. ii, p. 104. 

(57) The Chriftianity of La^ntius was of a moral, rather than 
of a myfterious call, ** Erat paene rudis (fays the orthodux Bull) 
** difclplinx Chriftianae, et in rhetorica melius <{uam in theologii 
verfatus." Defeniio Fidei* Nicenx, fed. ii, c. 14. 

(58 • Fabricius, with his ufual diligence, has colIe<^ed a lift o£ 
between three and four hundred authors quoted in the Evangelical 
Preparation of Eufebius. See Bibliothec. Gr^c. 1. v, c. 4, torn. 
▼i. F- 37— i^. 

S 2 were 
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were both received into the friendfliip and 
familiarity of their fovereign : and thofe 
able matters of controverfy could patiently 
watch the foft and yielding moments of per- 
fuafion, and dexteroufly apply the argu- 
ments which were the bell: adapted to his 
character and underflanding. Whatever ad- 
vantages might be derived from the acqnifi- 
tion of an Imperial profelyte, he was dif- 
tinguiflied by the fplendour of his purple, 
rather than by the fuperiority of wifdom or 
virtue, from the many thoufands of his fub- 
jefts who had embraced the do6faines of 
Chriftianity. Nor can it be deemed incre- 
dible, that the mind of an unlettered foldier 
fliould have yielded to the weight of evi- 
dence, which, in a more enlightened agCj 
has fatisfied or fubdued the reafon of a Gro- 
tius, ft Pafcal, or a Locke. In the ►nridft of 
the inceflant labours of his great office, this 
foldier employed, or aflfefted to employ, 
the hours of the night in the diligent ftudy 
of the Scriptures, and the compofition of 
theological difcourfes ; which he afterwards 
pronounced in the prefence of a numerous 
and applauding audience. In a very long 
difcourfe, which .is ftill extant, the royal 
preacher expatiates on the various proofs of 
religion ; but he dwells with pecidiar com- 
placency on the Sybilline verfes (59), and the 

(59) See Conftantin. Orat. ad Sandlos, c. 19, 20. He chieflx 
depends on a myfterious acroftic, compofcd in the fixth age after the 
Deluge by the Erythraean Sybil, and tranflated by Cicero into Latin. 
The initial letters of the thirty-four Greek verfes form this 'prophetic 
fentcnce: Jksds Christ, Son of God, Saviour of thi 
World. 

fourth 
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fourth eclogue of Virgil (60). Forty years T>»e fourth 
before the birth of Chrift, the Mantuan vt^^ ^'^ 
bard, as if infpired by the celeftial mufe of 
Ifaiah, had celebrated, with all the pomp of 
Oriental metaphor, the return of the Virgin, 
the fall of the ferpent, the approaching birth 
of a godlike child, the offspring of the great 
Jupiter, who flhall expiate the guilt of hu- 
man land, and govern the peaceful univerfe 
with the virtues of his father ; the rife and 
appearance of an heavenly race, a primitive 
nation throughout the world ; and the gra- 
dual reftoration of the innocence and felicity 
of the golden age. The poet was perhaps 
unconfcious of the fecret fenfe and objeft of 
thefe fublime predictions, which have been 
fo unworthily applied to the infant fon of a 
conful or a triumvir (61); but if a more 
fplendid, and indeed fpecious, interpreta- 
tion of the fourth eclogue contributed to the 
convcrfion of the fiiift Chriftian emperor, 
Virgil may deferve to be ranked among 
the moft fuccefsful miffionaries of the 
gofpel (62). 

The awful myfteries of the Chriftian faith Devotion 
and worfliip were concealed from the eyes off°*^P'jJ*' 
ftrangers, and even of catechumens, withconftan- 
an affeded fecrecy, which ferved to excite **"«• 

(60) In this paraphrafe of Virgil, the emperor has frequently 
aJIifted and improved the literal fenfe of the Latin text. See Blon- 
del des Sybilles, 1. i, c. 14, 15, i6. 

(61) The different claims of an elder and younger fon of P«>Ilio, 
of Julia, of Drufus, of Marcellus, are found to be incompatible 
with chronology, hiftory, and the good fenfe of Virgil. 

(62) SceLowth de Sacra Pocfi Hcbraeorum Praeled. xxi. p. aS^ 
— 293. In the examination of the fourth eclogue, the refpedlable 
bifhop of London has difplayed learning, tafte, ingenuity, and a 
temperate cnthuliafm, which exalu his fancy without degrading 
his judgment. 

thei;' 
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their wonder and ciuiofity (63). Bat the 
fevere rules of difdpline which the prudence 
of the biihops had inlHtuted, were relaxed 
by the fame prudence in faivaur of an Imperial 
profelyte, whom it was fo important to al- 
lure, by every gentle condefcenfion, into the 
pale of the church; and Conftantine i^ras 
permitted, at laft by a tacit difpenfation, to 
enjoy mo^ of the privileges, before he had 
contrad:ed any of the obligations, of a Chrif- 
tian. Inftead of retiring from the congr^a- 
tion, when the voice of the deacon difinified 
the profane multitude, he prayed with the 
fadthful, difputed with the biihops, preached 
on the moft fublime and intricate fubjefts of 
theology, celebrated with facred ntes the 
vigil of Eafter, and publicly declared him- 
fell, not only a partaker, but in feme mea^ 
fure, a prieft and hierophant of the Chrifti?.n 
myfteries (64). The pride of Conftantine 
might aflume, and his fervices had deferved 
fome extraordinary diftinftion : an ill-timed 
rigour might have blaftcd the unripened 
fruits of his converfion ; and if the doors of 
the church had been ftri<91y clofed againft a 
prince who had deferted the altars of the 
gods, the mafter of the empire would have 
been left deftitute of any form of reli^ous 

(63) The diftindioa between the public and the fecret parti of 
^vine fervice, the miffa catitcbumeKorum, and the mijfa fdelwm^ and 
the myflerious veil which piety or policy had call over the latter, 
are ycry judicioufly explained by Thieri, Expoiltioo du Saint Sa- 
crement, 1. i, c. 8 — 12, p. C9.— ^i : but as, on this fubjedk, the 
Papifts may reafonably be fufpcdled, a Proteflant reader ¥rill de^ 
pend with more confidence on the learned Bingham. Antiquities, 
I. X, c. 5. 

(64) Sec Eurcbitis in Vit. Conft. 1. iv, c. 15 — 3a, and the 
whole tenor of Conftantmc's Sermon. 1 he faith and devotion of 
the emperor has furnifncd Baronius with a I'pecious argument in 
i^vour of his early baptifm. 

worfhip. 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 265 

-worfliip. In his laft v^fit to Rome, he pi- 
oufly difclaimed and inii -Led the fuperftition 
of his anceftors, by ici\::i» i- i-.^ 1- id the mi- 
litary procefllon of the e-pr*iai.in order, and 
to offer the public vows to the Jupiter of the 
Capitoline Hill (65), Many years before his 
baptifm and death, Conftantine had pro- 
claimed to the world, that neitlier his per- 
fon nor his image fliould ever more be fcen 
within the walls of an idolatrous temple ; 
while he diftributed through the provinces a 
variety of medals and piftures, which repre- 
fented the emperor in an humble and fup- 
pliant pofture of Chriftian devotion (66). 

The pride of Conftantine, who refiifed theD^ay of 
privileges of a catechumen, cannot eafily bew* baptifm 
explained or excufed; but the delay of hiSprL^Jhof^* 
baptifm may be juftified by the maxims anddcath. 
the practice of ccclefiaftical antiquity. The 
facrament of baptifm (67 J was regularly admi- 
niftered by the bifhop himfelf, with his af- 
fiftant clergy, in the cathedral church of the 
diocefe, during the fifty days between the 
folemn feftivals of Eafter and Pentecoft; and 
this holy term admitted a numerous band of 
infants and adult perfons into the bofom of 
the cl^urch. The difcretion of parents often 
fufpeilded the baptifm of their children till - 

(69) Zofimus, 1. ii, p. 105. 

(66) Eufebius in Vit. Conftant. 1. iv, c. 15, 1 6. 

(67) The theorf and pra&ice of antiquity with regard to the 
facrament of baptifm, have been copiouHy explained by Dom. Char- 
doa, Hift. dee Sacremens^ torn, i, p 3 — 405 ; Dom. Martennc, 
de Ritibus Ecclefix Antiquis, torn, i ; and by Bingham, in the 
tenth and eleventh books of his Chriftian Antiquities. One cir" 
cumftance may be obferved, in which the modern churches ^ 
materially departed from the ancient cuftom. The facrament of 
baptifm (eyeii when it was adminiAered to infants) was imme- 
diately foU»wed by confirin^tion and the holy communion. 

they 
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they cQuld underftand the obligations which 
they contrafted: the feverity of ancient 
bifhops exafted from the new converts x no- 
viciate of two or three years; and the cate- 
chumens themfelves, from different motives 
of a temporal or a fpiritual nature, were fel- 
dom impatient to affume the charafter of 
perfeft and initiated Chriftians. The facra- 
ment of baptifm was fuppofed to contain a 
full and abfolute expiation of fin ; and the 
foul was' inftantly reftored to its original pu- 
rity, and entitled to the promife of eternal 
falyation. Among the profelytes of Chrif- 
tianity, there were many who judged it im- 
prudent to precipitate a falutary right, which 
could not be repeated; to throw away an 
ineftimable privilege, which could never be 
recovered. By the delay of their baptifm, 
they could venture freely to indulge their 
paffions in the enjoyment of this world, while 
they ftill retained in their own hands the 
means of a fure and eafy abfolution (68 )• 
The fublime theory of the gofpel had made 
a much fainter impreffion on the heart than 
on the underftanding of Conftantine himfelf, 

(68) The fathers, ^ho cenfured this criminal delay, could not 
deny the certain and vii^orious efficacy, even of a death-bed 
baptifm. The ingenious rhetoric of Chryfoftom could find only 
three arguments againfl thefe prudent Chriftians. i. That we 
Ihould love and purfue virtue for her own fake, and not merely for 
the reward, a. That we may be furprifed by death without an 
opportunity of baptifm. $. That although We fliall te placed in 
heaven, we ihall only twinkle like little ftars, when compared to the 
iiins of righteoufnefs who have run their appointed coarfe with la- 
bour, with fuccefs, and with glory. Chryfoftom in Epift. ad 
Hebrsos, Homil. xiii, apud Chardon, Hift. des Sacremens, torn. 
i, p. 49- I believe that this delay of baptifm, though attended 
with the moft pernicious confequences, was never condemned by 
any general or provincial council, or by any public ad or declara- 
tion of the church. I'hc zeal of the bifhops v/as eafily kindled on 
jrnuch ilighter occafions. 

He 
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He purfued the great objeft of his ambition 
through the dark and bloody paths of war 
and policy; and after the viAory, he aban- 
doned himfelf, without moderation, to the 
abufe of his fortune. Inftcad of afferting 
his juft fuperiority above the imperfeft he- 
roiim and profane philofophy of Tnuan and 
the Antonines, the mature age of Conftan- 
tine forfeited the reputation which he had 
acquired in his youth. As he gradually ad- 
vanced in the knowledge of truth, he pro- 
portionably declined in the praftice of vir- 
tue; and Uie fame year of his reign in which 
he convened the council of Nice was polluted 
by the execution, or rather murder, of his 
ddefi fon. This date is alone fufficent to 
refute the ignorant and malicious fuggeitions 
of Zofimus (69), who affirms, that, after the 
death of Cnfpus, the remorfe of his father 
accepted from the minifters of Chriflianity 
the expiation which he had vainly folicited 
from the Pagan pontiffs. At the time of the 
death of Crifpiis, the emperor could no 
longer hefitate in the choice of a religion ; 
he could no longer be ignorant that the 
church was poffeffed of an infallible remedy, 
though he chofe to defer the application of 
it, till the approach of death had removed 
the temptation and danger of a relapfe. The 
bifhops, whom he fummoned, in his laft 
fllnefs, to the palace of Nicomedia, were 
edified by the fervour with which he rcr 
quelled and received the facrament of bap- 

(69) Zofimiu, I. ii, p. 104. For this diiingenttoiis falfehood 
be has deferved and experienced the harfiieft treatment from all the 
ccclcfiaftical writers, except Cardinal Baronius (A. D. 324, No, 
'I5 — 28), who had occafion to employ the Infidel on a particular 
iervicc againfl the Arian Eufebius. 

tifm. 
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tifm, by the folcmn proteftation that the 
remainder of his life fhould be worthy of a 
difciple of Chrift, and by his humble refufal 
to wear the Imperial purple after he had been 
doathed in the white garment of a Neophyte. 
The example and xeputation of Conftantine 
feemedto countenance the delay of baptifm 
(70). Future tyrants were encouraged to 
believe, that the innocent blood which they 
might ihed in a long reign would inflantly 
be walhed away in the waters of regenera- 
tion; and the abufe of religion dangeroufly 
undermined the foundations of moral virtue. 
Yroptgnti* The gratitude of the church has exalted 
wchrif-^^ virtues and excufed the failing of a ge- 
nerous patron, who featcd Chriftianity on the. 
throne of the Roman world; and the 
Greeks, who celebrated the feflival of the 
Imperial faint, feldom mention the name of 
Conftantine without adding the title of equal 
to the Apojile (7 1 ). Such a companfon^ if it 
alludes to- the charafter of thofe divine mif- 
i&<niaries, muft be imputed to the extrava- 
gance of impious flattery. But if the pa- 
rallel is confined to the extent and number of 
their evangelic viftories, the fuccefs of Con- 
ftantine might perhaps equal that of chc 
Apoftles themfelves. By the edifts of toUe- 
ratibn, he removed the temporal difadvan- 
tages which had hitherto retarded the pro- 
grels of Chriftianity ; and its active and nir- 

(70) £uf«bittt, 1. !▼, <• 61, 62, 63. The biihop of Cxfarca 
fuppofes the falvation of Conftantine with the moft perfedb confidence. 

(71) See Tillemoiit, Hift. des Empereurs, torn, iv, p. 419. 
The Greeks, the Ruilians, and, in the darker ages, the Latins 
themfelves, have been dcilrons of placing Conftantine in the cata- 
lo^ue of faints. 

roerous 
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merous minifters received a free permiffion^ 
a liberal encouragement^ to recommend the 
falucary truths of revelation by every argu* 
ment which could affeft the reafon or piety 
of mankind. The exad balance of the two 
religions continued but a moment ; and the 
piercing eye of ambition and avarice foon 
difcovered, that the profeflion of Chrif- 
tianity might contribute to the intereft of 
the prefent, as well as of a future, life (72)* 
The hopes of wealth and honours, the ex- 
ample of an emperor, his exhortations, his 
irrififiible fmiles, diflufed convidion among 
the venial and obfequious crowds which 
ofually fill the apartments of the palace. 
The cities which fignalized a forward zeal, 
by the voluntary deftrudion of their tem- 
ples, were diftinguifhed by municipal privi- 
leges, and rewarded with proper donatives) 
and the new capitals of the £aft gloried in the 
fingular advantage, that Confiantinople was 
never profaned by the worfliip of idols (73). 
As the lower rank of fodety are governed by 
imitation, the converfion of thole who pof- 
fefied any eminence of birth, of power, or 
of riches, was foon followed by dependent 
multitudes (74). The falvation of the comr 

mon 

(7^1 See the third an4 fourth books of hit life. He was ae» 
customed to fay, that whether Chrift was preached in pretence or in 
truth, he ihoold iliU rejoice (1. iii, c. 58). 

(73) M. dcTillemont (Hift. des Empereurt, torn, iv, p. 374, 
— 616) has defended, with ftrength and fpirit, the virgin purity of 
Con(b»itinople againd fome malevc^nt iniinuatioiu of the Pagan 
Zofimns. 

(74) The author of the Hiftoire Politique et Philofophique des 
deux Indes, (torn, i, p. 9) condemns a bw of Conftantlne, which 
rave freedom to all the iiaves who ihould embrace Chrifiianity. 
^ ' The 
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men people tvas purchafed at an eafy rate, if 
it be true, that, in one year, twelve thou- 
(and men were baptifed at Rome, befides a 
proportional number of women and children ; 
and that a white garment, with twenty 
pieces of gold, had been promifed by the 
emperor to every convert (75). The powerful 
influence of Conftantine was notcircumfcribed 
by the narrow limits of his life, or of his 
dominions. The education which he be- 
ftowed on his fons and nephews, fecured to 
the empire a race of princes, whofe faith was 
flill more lively and fincere, as they imbibed, 
in their earlieft infancy, the fpirit, or at leaft 
the doftrine, of Chriftianity. War and com- 
merce had fpread the knowledge of the 
gofpel beyond the confines of the Roman 
provinces ; and the Barbariaiis, who had dif- 
dained an humble and profcribed fed, foon 
learned to efteem a religion which had been 
fo lately embraced by the greateft monarch 
and the moft civilized nation of the globe 
(76), The Goths and Germans who enUfted 

under 

The emperor did Indeed pubUifa a law, wKkii reftrained the Jews 
from circumcifing, perhaps from keeping, any Chriftian flaves 
(Sec Eufeb. in Vit. Conftant. 1. iv, c. 27, and Cod. Thcod. 1. xvi, 
tit. ix, with Godefroy's Commentary, torn, vi, p. 247). But 
this imperfeft exception reUted only to the Jews; and the great 
body of flaves, who were the property of Chriftian or Paean 
mailers, could not improve their temporal condition by changing 
their religion. I am ignorant by what guides the Abbe Raynal 
was deceived; as the total abfence of quotations is the unpardonable 
blemifl^ of his entertaining hiftory. 

(75) SecA<aaSti. Silveftri, and Hift. Ecclcf. Niccphor. Callift. 
1. vii, c. 34, ap. Baronium Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 514, No. 67, 
74. Such evidence is contemptible enough ; but thefe circumftancei 
are in themfelves fo probable, that the learned Dr. Howell (Hiftory 
of the World, vol iii, p. 14) has not fcrupled to adopt them. 

(76) The converfion of the Barbarians under the reign of Conr 
fiantinc is celebrated by the ecclefiaftical hlftorians (fee Sozomen, 
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tinder the ftandard of Rome, revered the 
crofs which glittered at the head of the le- 
gions, and their fierce countrymen received 
at the fame time the leffons of faith and of 
humanity. The kings of Iberia and Armenia 
worfliiped the God of their protedor ; and 
their fubjeds, who have invariably preferved 
the nameof Chriftians, foon formed afecretand 
perpetual connection with the Roman brethren. 
The Chriftians of Perfia were fufpefted, in 
time of war, of preferring their religion to 
their country ; but as long as peace fubfifted 
between the two empires, the perfecuting 
fpirit of the Magi was efFeftually reftrained 
by the interpofition of Conftantine (77). 
The rays of the gofpel illuminated the coaft 
of India. The colonies of the Jews, who 
had penetrated into Arabia and ^Ethiopia 
(78), oppofed the Progrefs of ChrifHanity; 
but the labour of the miflionaries was in fomc • 
meafure facilitated by a previous knowledge 
of the Mofaic revelation ; and Abyffinia. ftill 
reveres the memory of Frumentius, who ia 
the time of Conftantine, devoted his life to 
the converfion of thofc fequeftered regions. 
Under the feign of his fon Conftantius, The- 

I. ii, c. 6, and Theodoret, 1. i, c. 23, 14). But Rufinus, the 
Latin*tranflator of Kufebius, deferves to be confidered as an original 
authority. His information was curioufly colledled from one of . 
the companions of the apoftle of Ethiopia, and from Bacurius, an 
Iberian prince, who was count pf the domeftics. Father Mamachi 
has giv^ii an ample compilation on the progrefs of Chriftianity, in 
the nril and fecond volumes of his great but imperfe<% work. 

(77) Set inEufebius (in Vit. Conftant. 1. iv, c. 9)thepreffing 
^d pathetic epiille of Conftantine in faTour of hit Chriftian bre- 
thren of Perfia. 

(78) See Bafnage, Hift. des Juifs, tern, vii, p. 182, torn. Tiii,- 
P* 333) toin. ix, p. 810; The curious diligente of this writer 
purfues the Jewiih exiles to the extremitiei of the globe. 

ophilus 
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ophilus (79), who was himfelf of Indian ex- 
traction, was invefted with the double cha- 
raAer of ambaflador and bifhop. He em- 
barked on the Red Sea with two hundred 
horfes of the pureft breed of Gappadocia, 
which were fent by the entiperor to the 
prince of the Sacbeans, or Homerites. The- 
ophilus was entrufted with many other ufeful 
or curious prefents, which mieht raife the 
admiration, and conciliate the niendfhip, of 
the Barbarians ; and he fucccfsfiilly employed 
feveral years in a paftoral vifit to the churches 
of the torrid zone (80). 
Change of The irrififtible power of the Roman em- 
d^cUgkm'perors was difplayed in the important and 
dangerous change of the national religion. 
The terrors of a military force filenced the 
faint and unfupported murmurs of the Pa- 
gans, and there was no reafon to expeft, that 
' the cheerful fubmifSon of the'Chriftian clergy, 
as well as people, would be the refult of con- 
fcience and gratitude. It was long fince ef- 
tablilhed, as a fundamental maxim of the 
Roman conftitutiin, that every rank of ci- 
tizens were alike fiibjeft to the laws, and the 
care of religion was the right as -well as duty 
of the civil magiftrate. Conftantine and his 

(79) Theophilus had been given in his infanqr as .a hoflage by 
his countrymen of the lile of Diva, and was educated by the Ro- 
man! in learning and piety. . The Maldives, of which Male, or 
Dhfa^ may be the capital, are a cluder of 1900 or ia,oco minute 
iflands in the Indian Ocean. The ancients were imperfedly ac- 
quainted with the Maldives ; but they are .defcribed in the two 
Mahometan travellers of the ninth century, publiihed by Renaudot. 
Geoghiph. Nubienfis, p. 30, 31. D*Herbelot, BIbh'otheque 
Orientale, p. 704. Hift. Generale des Voyages, torn. viii. 

(80) Philoftorgius, 1. iii, c. 4, 5, 6, with Godefroy*s learned 
cftifervations. The hiftorical narrative is foon loft in an enquiry 
coQceming the feat of paradife, ftrange inonilers, &c. 

fuc- 
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feicceflbrs could not eafily perfuade themfelves 
that they had forfeited, by their converfion, 
any branch of the Imperial prerogatives, or 
that they were incapable of giving laws to a 
religion which they had protefted and em- 
braced. The emperors ftill continued to ex- 
ercife a fupreme jurifdiftion over the ecclefi- 
aftical order ; and the fixteenth book of the 
Theodofian code reprefents, under a variety a. d. 3x4, 
of titles, the authority which they affumed^^^' 
in the governnaent of the Catholic church^ Diftinaioa 
But the diftinftion of the fpiritual andofthefpiri- 
temporal powers (81), which had never been *^^^ 
impofed on the free fpirit of Greece andpowort. 
Rome, was introduced and confirmed by the 
legal eftablifliment of Chriftianity. The of- 
fice of fupreme pontiff, which from the time 
of Numa to that of Auguftus, had always 
been exercifed by one of the moft eminent of 
the fenators, was at length united to* the 
Imperial dignity. The firft magiftrate of 
the ftate, as often as he was prompted by 
fuperftition or policy, performed with his 
own hands the facerdotal funftions (82); 
nor was there any order of priefts, ei- 
ther at Rome or in the provinces, who 
claimed a more facred charafter among 
men, or a more intimate communication 

(81) See the epiftle of Ofius, ap. Athanafium, voL i, p. 840. 
The public remonftrance iivhich Ofius was forced to addrefs to the 
fon, contained the fame principles of ecdefiailical and civil goTcro- 
ment which he had fccretly in^lled into the mind of the father. 

(8t) M. de hi Baftie (Memoires de TAcademie des Infcriptions, 
torn. XV, p. 38 — 61) has evidently proved, that Auguftus and his 
fucceffors exercifed in perfon all the facred fundions of pontifex 
thaximus, or high-pricft of the Roman empire; 

with 



272 THE DECLmE AND FALL 

with the Gods. But in the Chriftian churchy 
which entnifts the feryice of the altar to a 
perpetual fucceffion of confecrated minifters, 
the monarch, whofe fpiritual rank is lefs ho- 
nourable than that of the meaneft deacon, 
was feated below the rivals of the fanftiTary, 
and confounded with the reft of the faithful 
multitude ( 83 j. The emperor might be fa- 
luted as the father of his people, but he owed 
a filial duty and reverence to the fathers of 
the church ; and the fame marks of refpeft, 
which Conftantine had paid to the perfons 
of faints 'and confeffors, were foon exafted 
by the pride of the epifcopal order (84). A 
fecret conflift between the civil and ecclefiaf- 
tical jurifdi<5Hons, embarraffed the operations 
of the Roman government ; and a pious em- 
peror was alarmed by the guilt and danger 
of touching with a profane hand the ark 
of the covenant. The feparation of men into 
the two orders pf the clergy and of the laity 
ivas, indeed, familiar to many nations of an- 
tiquity ; and the priefts of India, of Perfia, 
of AiTyria, of Judea, of -^thiophia, of 

(S3) Something of a contrary pradice had infenfibly prevailed 
in the church of Conftantinople ; but the rigid Ambrofe commanded 
Theodofitti to retire below the rails, and taught him to know the 
difference between a king and a prieft. See Theodoret, 1. v, c. i8. 

(84) At the table of the emperor Maximus, Martin, bi(hop of 
Tours, received the cup from an attendant, and gave it to the pref- 
byter his companion, before he allowed the emperor to drink; the 
empreft waited on Martin at table. Sulpicius Severus, in Vit. Sti, 
Martin, c. 13, and Dialogue ii, 7. Yet it may be doubted, 
whether thefe extraordinary complitnvits were paid to the bifhop or 
the faint.- The honours ufuaUy granted to the former charader 
may be feen in Bingham's Antiquities, 1. xi, c. 9, and Valef. ad 
Theodoret, 1. iv, c. 6. See the haughty ceremonial which Leon- 
tins, biihop of Tripoli, impofed on the emprefs. Tillemont, Hift. 
desEmpereurs, torn, iv, p. 754. PatresApoftoL torn, ii, p. 179. 

Egypt, 
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Egypt, and of Gaul, derived from a cdef- 
tial origin the temporal power and poiTeflions 
^which they had acquired. Thefe venerable 
inftitutions had gradually aflimilated them- 
£elves to the manners and government of 
their refpeftive countries (85); but the op- 
pofition or contempt of the civil power 
ferved to cement the difcipline of the pri- 
mitive church. The Chrifiians had been 
obliged to eled their own magiftrates, to 
raife and diftribute a peculiar revenue, and to 
regulate the internal policy of their republic 
by a code of laws, which were ratified by 
thQ confent of the people, and the praftice 
of three hundred years. When Conftantine 
embraced the faith of the Chriftians, he 
feemed to contraft a perpetual alliance with a 
diftinft and independent fociety; and the 
privileges granted or confirmed by that em- 
peror, or by his fucceffors, were accepted, 
not as the precarious favours of the court, 
but as the juft and unalienable rights of the 
ecclefiaftical order. 

The Catholic church was adroiniftered by state of the 
the fpiritual and legal jurifdiftion of eighteen J^^P'^^'*" 
hundred bifhopsr(86); of whoiti one thou- chriftian 
fand were feated in the Greek, and eight ^"'p^**''"- 

(S5) Plutarch, in his treatife of Ifis and Oilris, informs us, that 
the kings of Egj^pt, who were not ah^ady priefts, were in- 
itiated, after their eleSion, into the facerdotal order. 

(86) The numbers are not afcertained by any ancient writer, 
or original catalogue ; for the partial lifls of the eaftern churches 
aie comparatively modern. The patient diligence of Charles a Sto. 
Paolo, of Luke Holftenius, and of Bingham, has laborioufly in- 
veftigated all the epifcopal fees of the Catholic church, which was 
almoft commenfurate with the Roman empire. The ninth book 
of the Chriftian Antiquities is a very accurate map of eccleiiailical 
geography. 

Vol. III. T hundred 
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hundred in the Latin, provinces of the em- 
pire. The extent and boundaries of their 
refp'eftive diocefes had been varioufly and 
accidentally decided by the zeal and fuccefe 
of the firft miffionaries, by the wiflhics of the 
people, ancf by the propagation of the gofpeL 
Epifcopal churches were clofely planted aloitg 
the banks of the Nile, on the fea-costft of 
Africa, in the pro-confular Afia, and through 
the fouthern provinces of Italy. The bifiiops 
of Gaul and Spain, of Thrace and Fontus, 
reigned over an ample territory, and dele- 
gated their rural fufiragans to execute the 
lubordinate duties of the paftoral o£Bce ( 87). 
A Chriftian diocefe might be fpread over a 
province, or reduced to a village, but all the 
bifhops poffeffed an equal and indelible cha- 
rafter : they all derived the fame powers 
and privileges from the apoftles, from the 
people, and from the laws. While the civil 
and military profeffions were feparated by the 
policy of Conftantine, a new and perpetual 
order of ecclefiajlical minifters, always refpec- 
table, fometimes dangerous, was eftabliflied 
in the church and ftate. The important re- 
view of their ftation and attributeii may be 
diftributed under the following heads : I. Po* 
pular eleftion. 11. Ordination of the clergy. 
III. Property. IV. Civil jurifdidion. V. [Spi- 
ritual cenfures. VI. Exercife of public ora- 
tory. VII. Privilege of legiflative aflemblies* 

(S7) On the fttbjed of the rural bifhops, or Chortpifcopiy who 
voted in fynods, and conferred the miner orders, fee Thomaflio^ 
Difciplide de I'Eglife, torn, y, p. 44;^, &c. and Chardon, Hift. 
des Sacreihens, tonx. v, p. 395, &c. They do not appear till the 
fourth, century ; and this equivocal charadler, which had excited 
the jealoufy of the prelates, was aboliflied before the end of the ' 
tenth, both in the £aft and the Weft« 

I. The 
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I. The freedom of elcftions fubfifted long^^^ ^^^^^^^ 
after the legal eftablifhment of Chriftianity° * °^** 
(88) ; and the fubjecls of Rome enjoyed in 
the church the privileges which they had loft 
in the republic, of chufing the magiftrates 
whom they were bound to obey. As foon 
as a biihop had clofed his eyes, the metropo- 
litan ifiued a commiflion to one of his fuf- 
fragans to adminifter the vacant fee, and pre- 
pare, within a limited time, the future 
election. The right of voting was vefted 
in the inferior clergy, who were beft 
qualified to judge of the merit of the 
candidates ; in the fenators or nobles of the 
city, all thofe who were diftinguifhed by their 
rank or property; and finally in the whole 
body of the people, who on the appointed 
day flocked in multitudes from the moft re- 
mote parts of the diocefe(89), and fome- 
times filenced, by their tumultuous acclama- 
tions, the voice of reafon, and the laws of 
difcipline. Thefe acclamations might acci- 
dentally fix on the head of the moft deferving 
competitor; of fome ancient prefbyter, fome 
holy monk, or fome layman, confpicuous 
for his zeal and piety. But the cpifcopal 
chair was folicited, efpecially in the great and 
opulent cities of the empire, as a temporal, 

(SS) Thomaffin (Dirdpline de TEglife, torn, ii, 1. ti, c. i — 8, 
p. 675—721) has copiouflv treated of the eledlion of biihops dur- 
iog the five firft centuries, both in the Eaft and in the Weft ; but he 
(hews a Very partial blascin favour of the epifcopal ariftocracy. 
Bingham (1. iv, c. %) is moderate; and Chardon (Hift. des Sacre- 
mftns, torn, v, p. 108 — 12^ is very clear and concife. 

(89) Incredibilis multitudo, non folum ex eo oppido (Tours J ^ 
fed ettam ex vicinius urbibus ad fulFragia ferenda convenerat, &c. 
Sulpicius Sevefiid, in Vit. Martin, c. 7. The council of Laodicea • 
(canon xiii) prohibits mobs and tumults; and Juftiniaa confines the • 
right of ete Aton to the nobiHty. NovelL ooiii, x. 

T z rather 
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rather than a as fpiritual dignity- The inter- 
efted views, the felfifli^and angry paffions, 
the arts of perfidy and diffimulation, the fe- 
cret corruption, the open and even bloody- 
violence which had formerly dilgraccd the 
freedom of eleftion in the commonwealths 
of Greece and Rome, too often influenced 
the choice of the fucceflbrs of the apoftles. 
While one of the candidates boafted the ho- 
nours of his family, a fecond allured his 
judges by the delicacies of a plentiful table, 
and a third, more guilty than his rivals, 
offered to fliare the plunder of the church 
among the accomplices of his facrilegious 
hopes (90). The civil as weir as the ecclefi- 
afticallaws attempted to exclude the populace 
from this folemn and important tranfaftion* 
The canons of ancient difcipline, by re- 
quiring feveral epifcopal qualifications of age, 
ftation, &c. reftrained in fome meafiu^e the 
indifcriminate caprice of the eleftors. The 
authority of the provincial bifliops, who were 
aflembled in the vacant church to confecratc 
the choice of the people, was interpofed to mo- 
derate their paffions, and to correft their mif- 
takes. The bifhops could refufe to ordain an un- 
' worthy candidate, and the rage of contending 
faftions fometimes accepted their impartial 
mediation. The fubmiffion, or the refiftance of 
the clergy and people, on various occafions, 
afforded different precedents, which were in- 
fenfibly . converted into pofitive laws, and 
provincial cufloms(9i); but it was every 

(90) The epiflles of Sidonius Apollinaris (xv, 15 ; vii, 5, 9) 
ezliibit fome of the fcandals of the Gallican church ; and Caul wa« 
Ub poliihed and lefs corrupt than the Eaft. 

(91 ) A comprotnife was fometimes introduced hy law or by con* 
fent ; either the bilhops or the people chofe one of the three candi- 
dates who had been named by the vther party. 

where 
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where admitted, as a fundamental maxim 
of religious policy, that no bilhop could be 
impofed on an orthodox church, without the 
confent of its members. The emperors, as 
the guardians of the public peace, and as the 
firft citizens of Rome and Conftantinople, 
might efFeftually declare their wiflies in the 
choice of a primate: but thofe abfolute mo^ 
narchs refpeciied the freedom of ecclefiaftical 
eleftions; and while they diftributed and 
refumed- the honours of the ftate and army, 
they allowed eighteen hundred perpetual ma- 
giftrates to receive their important offices 
from the free fuffrages of the people (92). 
It was agreeable to the diftates of juftice, 
that thefe magiftrates fliould not defert an 
honourable ftation from which .they could 
not be removed ; but the wifdom of councils 
endeavoured, without much fuccefs, to enforce 
the refidence, and to prevent the tranflation of 
bifhops. The difcipline of the Weft was in- 
deed lefs relaxed than that of the Eaft ; but 
the fame paflions which made thofe regula- 
tions neceffary, rendered ihem inefFeftual. 
The reproaches which angry prelates have fo 
vehemently urged againft each other, ferve 
only to expofe their common guilt, and their 
mutual indifcretion. 11. ordina- 

11. The bilhops alone poffeffed the faculty ^j°° °^'^« 
of ^/r/Vz^^z/ generation ; and this extraordi- *^ "^* 
nary privilege might compenfate, in fome 

(gt) All the examples quoted by Thomaffin (DifcipIJBe, de TEglife 
torn, ii, 1. ii, c. 6,. p. 704 — 714) appear to be extraordinary ads 
of po-wcr, and even of opprelfion. The confirmation of the bifhop 
of Alexandria is mentioned by Philoftorgiu^ as a more regular pro- 
ceeding (Hift. Ecdef. L ii, 11). 

degree. 
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degree, for the painful celibacy (93) which 
was impofed as a virtue, as a duty, and at 
length as a pofitive oUigation. The religions 
of antiquity, which eftihlifhed a feparate 
order of priefts, dedicated a holy race, a 
tribe or family to the peipetual fcrvice of tiic 
Gods (94). Such inftitutions were founded 
for pofl'eflion, rather than oonqueft. The 
children of the priefts enjoyed, with proud 
and indolent fecurity, their facred inJicn- 
tance ; and the fiery fpirit of enthuiiafm was 
abated by the cares, the pleafiures, and the 
endearments of domeftic life. But theChrif- 
tian fanftuary was open to every ambitious 
candidate, who afpired to its heavenly pro- 
mifes, or temporal poffeffions. The ofice c£ 
priefts, like that of foldiers or magiftrates, 
was ftrenuoufly exercifed by thole mea, 
whofe temper and abilities had prompetsed 
them to embrace the ecclefiafticd profefion, 
or who had been felefted by a difceimsijip 
bifhop, as the beft qualified to promote die 
glory and intereft of the diurch. The 

(93) The celibaqr of ^hc dergy jdiiri|jg tb* firft Ihre or fix «cj- 
l;uries, is a fubjedl of difcipline, and indeed of controverfy, which 
has been very diligently examined. See in particular Thomaflin 
Difcipline de I'EgHfe, torn* i, 1. ii, c. Ix, Ixi, p. 886—909, and 
Bingham*s Antiquities, 1. iv, c. 5, By each of thofe learned, but 
paitial critics, one half of the truth is produced, and the other is 
concealed. 

(94) Diodoms Sicu!us attefts and approves the hereditary *fucc9&> 
fion of the prleflhood among the Egyptians, the Chaldeans, an^ 
the Indians (1. ^ p. 84; 1. ii, p. 142 — 153, edit. Weffeling). 
The magi are defcribed by Ammianus as a very numerous family : 
«* Per l^cula multa ad prsfcns un4 eademque prolapii multitfidQ 
** creata, Deorum cultibus dedicata (xxiii, 6).** Aufonius cele<- 
J)rEtes the Siirjn DrwJarum (De Profefforb. Burdigal. iv) ; but we 
.may infer from the remark of Caeiar (vi, 13), that, in the Ceitij: 
^icrarchv, fome room was left for choice and ^mul^tion. 

t)ifliop$ 
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bifliops (95) (till the abufe was reftrainied by 
the prudence of the laws) might conftrain 
the rduftant, and proteAthe diftreffed; and 
the impofition of hands for ever beftowed 
fome of the moft valuable privileges of civil 
fociety. The whole body of the Catholic 
clergy, more numerous perhaps than the le- 
gions, was exempted by the emperors from 
all fcrvice, private or public, all municipal 
o&ces^ and all perfonal taxes and contribu- 
tions, which preffed on their fellow- citizens 
with intolerable weight; and the duties of 
their holy profeffion were accepted as a full 
difcharge of their obligations to the republic 
(96). Each bifliop acquired an abfolute and 
indefeafible right to the perpetual obedience 
of the clerk whom he ordained : the clergy 
of each epifcopai chiu^ch, with its dependent 
parifhes, formed a regular and permanent 
fociety ; and the cathedrals of Conftanti- 
nople (97) and Carthage {98) maintained 

their 

(95) Thefubjcftof the vocation, ordination, obedience, &c. of 
the clergy, is laborioufly difcuffed by Thomailin (Difcipline dc I'E- 
gljfe, torn, ii, p. i — 83) and Bingham (in the 4th book of his Anti- 
quities, more efpecially the 4th, 6th, and 7th chapters). When 
the brother of St. Jerom was ordained in Cyprus, the deacons forci- 
bly flopped his mouth, Irft he fhould make a folemn proteftation, 
which might invalidate the holy rites. 

(96) The charter of immunities, which the clergy obtained from 
the Chriftian emperors, is contained in the i6th book of the Theo- 
dofian code ; and is illuftrated with tolerable candour by the learned 
Godefroy, whofe mind was balanced by the oppoiite prejudices of a 
civilian and a proteftant. 

(97) Juftinian, Novell, ciii. Sixty Prelbyters, orpriefts, one 
hundred deacons, forty deaconefles, ninety fub-deacons, one hun- 
dred and ten readers, twenty- five chanters, and one hundred door- 
keepers; in all, five hundred and twenty-five. This moderate num- 
ber was fixed by the emperor, to relieve the diftrefs of the church, 
which had been involved in debt and ufury by the expence of a much 
higher eftablifhment. 

(98) Univerfusclerusecclefisc Carthaginienfes . . . fcrc quingenti 
yelamplius; inter (juos quamplurimi erant le(Slores infantuli Vic- - 

tor 
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their peculiar eftablifliment of five hundred 
ecclefiaftical minifters. Their ranks (99) and 
numbers were infenfibly multiplied by the 
fuperftition of the times, which introduced 
into the church the fplendid ceremonies of a 
Jewifh or Pagan temple ; and a long train of 
priefts, deacons, fub-deacons, acolythes, ex- 
orcifts, readers, fingers, and door-keepers, 
contributed, in their refpeftive flations, to 
fwell the pomp and harmony of religious 
worihip. The clerical name and privilege 
were extended to many pious fraternities, 
who devoudy fupported the ecclefiaftical 
throne (100). Six hundred parabolani^ or 
adventurers, vifited the fick at Alexandria ; 
eleven hundred copiata^ or grave-diggers, 
buried the dead at Conftantinople ; and the 
fwarm of monks, who arofe from the Nile, 
overfpread and darkened the face of the 
Chriftian world. 
III. Pro- III. The edid: of Milan fecured the reve- 

A^D It ^^^ ^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ peace of the church (loi). 
The Chriftians not only recovered the lands 
and houfes of which they had been ftripped . 

tor Vitenfis, *de Pcrfccut, Vandal, v. 9, p. 78, edit. Ruinart. 
This remnant of a more profperous ftate ftill fubfified under the 
oppreilion of the Vandals. 

(99) The number oi /even orders has been fixed in the Latin 
church, exclufive of ihe epifcopal chara6ler. But the four inferior 
ranks, the minor orders, arc now reduced to empty and ufelefs ti- 
tles. 

(100) See Cod. Theodcf. 1. xvi, tit. a, leg. 41,43. Godefroy's 
Commentary, and the Ecclefiaftical Hiftory of Alexandria, fhew 
the danger of thefe pious infHtutions, which often difturbed the 
peace of that turbulent capital. 

(iQi) The edia of Milan (de M. P. c. 48) acknowlcdgej, 
by reciting, that there cxiftcd a fpecies of landed property, ad jus 
corporis eoruni, id eft, ccclefiarimi non hominum fingulorum perti- 
pentia. Such a folenin declaration of the fuprcme magiftrate mu^ 
}iave been received in all the tribunals as a maxim of civil law. 

^7 
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by the perfccuting laws of Diocletian, but 
they acquired a pcrfeft title to all the pof- 
feflions which they had hitherto enjoyed by 
the connivance ofthemagiftrate. As foonas 
Chriftianity became the religion of the em- 
peror and the empire, the national clergy 
might claim a decent and honourable main- 
tenance : and the payment of an annual tax 
might have delivered the people from the 
more oppreffive tribute, which fuperftition ,. 
impofes on her votaries. But as the wants ' " 
and expences of the church encreafed with 
her profperity, the ecclefiaftical order was 
ftill fupported and enriched by the voluntary u-- 
oblations of the faithful. Eight years after 
the edift of Milan, Conftantine granted tOA.D. 3»i. 
all his fubjeds the free and univerfal permif- 
fion of bequeathing their fortunes to the 
holy Catholic church (102); and their de- 
vout liberality, which during their lives was 
checked by luxury or avarice, flowed with a 
profufe ftream at the ^ hour of their death, t^ 
The wealthy Chriftians were encouraged by 
the example of their fovereign. An abfolute 
monarch, who is rich without patrimony, 
may be charitable without merit ; and Con- 
ftantine too eafily believed that he fhould 
purchafe the favoiu- of heaven, if he main- 
tained the idle at the expence of the induf- 
trious ; and diftributed among the faints the \y 
wealth of the republic. The fame meflenger 
who carried over to Africa the head of Max- 

(102) Habeatunofquifque liccntiam fandiflimo Catholics fecclefia) 
venerabiliquc concilio, deccdens bononim quod optavit relinquere. 
Cod. Theodof. 1. xvi, tit. ii, leg. 4. This law was publifhed at 
Rome, A. D. 321, at a time when ConftaDtine might forefcc the 
probability of a rupture with the emperor of the Eaft. 

entius. 
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eatius, might be entrufied with an epifUe to 
Caecilian, bifliop of Carthage, The jempOTor 
acquaints him, that the trea£iirers of dxe pro- 
vinces are directed to pay into his hands the 
fum oif three thoufand folles^ or eighteen 
thoufand pounds fierling, and to obey his 
fBjrtfaer requifitions for the rdief of the 
cimrches of Africa, Numidia, and Maurita- 
nia (i 03). The liberaliDy of Conftantine en- 
$ creafed in a jui): proportion to his faith, and 
io Ihs vices* He afiigned in each city a re- 
gular allowance of corn, to fupply the fund 
of ecdeiiafiical charity; and the perfons of 
^th fexes who embraced the monaftic life, 
became the peculiar favourites of their fo- 
v^ereign. Tlie Chriftian tetoples of Antioch, 
Alexandria, Jerufalem, Conftantinople, &c. 
jdifplayed the oftentatious piety of a prince, 
ambitious in a declining age to equal the per- 
fo6t labours of antiquity (104) • The form 
of thdGs religious edifices was fin[iple and 
oblong ; though they might fometimes fwell 
into me fliape of a dome, and fometimes 
branqh into the figure of a crofs. The tim- 
bers were framed forthemoft part of cedars 
of Libanus ; the roof was covered with tiles, 
perhaps of gilt brais; and the waJis, the co- 

(J03) Eufeblas, Hifb. Ecclef. 1 z^ 6, inVit. Conftantin. 1. iv, 
c. 28. He repeatedly expatiates on the liberality of the Chriftian 
hero, which the biihop himfelf had an opportunity of knowing, 
and even of tafti|ig 

(104) JBufebius, Hift. Ecclef. I. x, p. 2, 3, 4. The biihop of 
* Cxfarea, ' who fludied and gratified the tafte of his mafter, pro- 
nounced in public an elaborate defcription of the church of Jeru* 
falem (in Vit. Conf^ 1. iv, c. 46). It no longer eiifts, but he has 
inferttdin the life of Conftantine (1. iii, c. 36), a ftiort account of 
the architedlure and ornaments. He likewife mentions the church 
of the holy Apoftles at Conftantinoplc (1. iv, c. ^())* 

lumns, 
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lumns, the pavement, were incrufted with 
variegated marbles* The moft precious orna- 
ments of gold and filver, of filks and gems, 
were profufely dedicated to the fervice of the 
altar ; and this fpecious magnifience was fup« 
ported on the folid and perpetual bafis of 
landed property. In the fpace of two cen- 
turies, from the reign of Conftantine to that 
of Juftinian,the dighteen hundred churches of 
the empire were enriched by the frequent and 
unalienaUe gifts of the prince and people. 
An annual income of fix hundred pounds 
fierling may be reafoixably affigned to the 
biihops, who were placed at an equal dif* 
tance between riches and poverty (105), but 
the ilandard of dieir wealth infenfibly rofe 
with the dignity and opulence of the cities 
which they governed. An authentic but im- 
p€rfeft(io6) rent-roU fpecifi^s fome houfes, 
{hops, gardens, and farms, which belonged 
to the tEree Bajitica of Rome, St. Peter, St. 
Paul^ and St. John Lateran, in the provinces 
of Italy, Africa, and the Eaft. They produce, 
befidesa referved rent of oil, linen, paper, 
aromatics, &c. a clear annual revenue of 
twenty-two thoufand pieces of gold, or 
twelve thoufaud pounds fierling. In the age 
of Ck>n(fUBtine and JufUiuan, the bifhops no 

<.io5) Sec Juftinian. NotcU. cxxlli, 3. The revenue of the 
jAtriarehs, and the moft wealthy Jbiuops, is not expreiTcd ; the 
higheft annual valuation of a biihopric is ftated at thirty, and the 
loweft at t-woy pounds of gold ; the medium might be taken at Jix' 
UtHj but thefe valuations arc much below the real value. 

(106) Sec Baronius (Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 314* No. 58, 6j, 70^ 
71 \ . Every record which comes from the Vatican is juftly fufpeded; 
yet thefe rcnt-rrolls have an ancient and authentic colour ; and it it at 
leaft evident, that, if forged, they were forged in a period when 
farms f not kingdoms^ were the objeds of papal avarice. 

longer 
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longer poffefled. perhaps they no longer de- 
ferved, the unfufpefted confidence of their 
clergy and people. The ecclefiaftical revenues 
of each diocefe were divided into four parts ; 
for the refpective ufes, of the bifliop himfelf, 
of his inferior clergy, of the poor, and of 
the public worfhip ; and the abxife of this 
facred truft was ftriftly and repeatedly 
checked ( 1 07). The patrimony of the church 
was ftill fubjeft to all the public impofitions 
of the ftate (108). The clergy of Rome, 
Alexandria, Theffalonica, &c. might folicit 
and obtain fome partial exemptions ; but the 
premature attempt of the great council of 
Rimini, which afpired to univerfal freedom, 
was fuccefsfully refifted by the fon of Con- 
ftantine(io9). 
lY. Civil IV. TTie Latin clergy, who erefted their 
jurifdidion. tribunal on the ruins of the civil and com- 

('07) 6ee Thomaffin, Bifcipline deTEgUfe, torn, iii, 1. ii, c. 13, 
I4» 15 > p* 689 — 706. The legal divifion of the ecclefiaftical reve- 
nne does not appear to have been eftablifhed in the time of Ambrofe 
and Chryfoftom. Simpiicius and Gehtfius, "who were biihaps of 
Rome in the latter part of the fifth century, mention it in their 
palloral letters as a general law, which was already confirmed by 
thecuftomof Italy. 

(108) Ambrofe, the moft ftrenuons aflerter of ecclefiaftical pri- 
Tileget, fijbmits without a murmur to the payment of the land-tax. 
** si tributum petit Imperator, non negamus ; ag^ ecdefiae folvunt 
*' tributum; folvimus quae funt Caefaris Cjefari, & quae font Dei 
" Deo: tributum Caefaris eft; non negatur.** Baronius labours to 
interpret this tribute as an z6t of charity rather thac of duty An- 
nal. Ecclef A. D. 387); but the words, if not the intentions, of 
Ambrofe, are more candidly explained by Thomaflin, Difcipline 
de TEglife, torn, iii, 1. i, c. 34, p. 368. 

(jo j) In Ariminenfe fynodo fuper ecclefianim & clericorutn pri- 
Tilegiis traAatii habito, ufque eo difpofitio progreiTa eft, ut juga 
quae viderentur ad ecclefiam pertinere, a publica funAione ceffarent 
inquietudine defiftente : quod noftra videtur dudum faniStio repul- 
fiflc. Cod. Theod. 1. xvi, tit. ii, leg. 15. Had the fynod of Rimini 
carried this point, fuch pradical merit might have atoned for fome 
^eculatiye herefies. 

mon 
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mon law, have modeftly accepted as the gift 
of Conftantine (no;, the independent juiif- - 
diftion which was the fruit of time, of acci- 
dcntj and of their own induftry. But the 
liberality of the Chriftian emperors had ac- 
tually endowed them with fome legal pre- 
rogatives, which fecured and dignified the 
faccrdotal charafter (in), i. Under adef- 
potic government, the bifliops alone enjoyed 
and afferted the ineftimable privilege of being 
tried only by their peers; and even in a capi- 
tal accufation, a fynod of their brethren were 
the fole judges of their guilt or innocence. 
Such a tribunal, unlefs it was inflamed by 
perfonal refentment or religious difcord, 
might be favourable, or even partial to the 
facerdotal order: but Conftantine was fatis- 
fied (112), that fecret impunity would be lefs 

(no) From Eufebius (in Vit. Conftant. 1. iv, c. 47) and Sozomen 
(1. i, c. 9 1 we are afTured that the epifcapal jurifdidlon was extended 
and confirmed by Conftantine ; but the forg^ery of a fameus edid, 
which was never fairly inferted in the Theodofian code (fee at the 
end, torn, vi, p. 303^, is demonftrated byGodefroyin the moft fa- 
tisfadlory manner. It is ftrange that M. de Montcfquieu, who was 
a lawyer as well at a philofopher, ihould allege this edi^ of Con- 
ftantine (Efprit des Loix, 1. xxix, c. 16), without intimating any 
fnfpicion. 

ifi) The fubje(5t of ecclefiaftical jurifdicftion has been involved 
in a mift of paffion, of prejudice, and of intercft. Two of the 
faireft books which have fallen into my hand» are the Inftitutes of 
Canon I^aw, by the Abbe de Fleury, and the Civil Hiftory of Na- 
ples, by Giannone. Their moderation was the effect of lltuatioa as 
well as of temper. Fleury was a French ecclefiaftic, who rcfpc<fted 
the authority of the parliaments ; Giannone was an Italian lawyer, 
who dreaded the power of the church. And here let me obferve, 
that, as the general proporiltions which I advance are the refult of 
many particular and imperfedk fads, I muft either refer the reader to 
thofe modem authors who have exprefcly treated the fubjed, or 
fwell thefe notes to a difagreeable and difproportioned fize. 

(112) Tillemont has coileded from Rufinus, Theodoret, &c. the 
fentiments and language of Conftantine. Mem Ecdef. torn, iii, 
p. 749» 750- 

per- 
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pernicious than public fcandal : and the Nicene 
council was edified by his public declaration^ 
if he furprifed a biihop in the aft of adultery, 
he flioiild caft his Imperial mantle over tiie 
epifcopal finner, 2. The domeftic jurifdic- 
tion of the bifliops was at once a privilege 
and a reftraint of the ecclefiaftical order, 
whofe civil caufes were decently withdrawn 
from the cognizance of a fecular judge. 
Their venial offences were not expofed to the 
fliame of a public trial or punifhment; and 
the gende correftion, which the tendernefs 
of youth may endure from its parents or in- 
ftruftors, was inflifted by the temperate fe- 
verity of the bifliops. But if the clergy were 
guilty of any crime which could not be fufli- 
dendy expiated by their degradation from an 
honourable and beneficial profeffion, the Ro- 
man magiftrate drew the fword of juftice, 
without any regard to ecclefiaftical im- 
munities. 3. The arbitration of the bifhops 
was ratified by a pofitive law; and the judges 
were inftruAed to execute, without appeal 
or delay, the epifcopal decrees, whofe vali- 
dity had hitherto depended on the confent 
of the parties. The converfion of the ma- 
giftrates themfelves, and of the whole em- 
pire, might gradually remove the fears and 
fcruples of the Chriftians. But they ftill re- 
fortcd to the tribunal of the bifliops, whofe 
abilities and integrity they efteemed; and the 
venerable Auftin enjoyed the fatisfaftion of 
complaining that his Spiritual funftions were 
perpetually interrupted by the invidious la- 
hour of deciding the claim or the poflTeffion 
of filver and gold, of lands and catde. 

4. The 
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4. The ancient privilege of fanftuarjr was 
transfelfed to the Chriftian temples, and 
extended by the liberal piety of the younger 
Theodofius, to the precinfts of confecrated 
ground (ii3)* The fugitive, and even 
guilty, ftippliants, were permitted to im- 
plore, either the juftice, or the mercy, of the 
Deity and his minifters. The rafli violence 
of defpotifm was fufpended by the mild in- 
terpofition of the church : and the lives or 
fortunes of the moft eminent fubjefts might 
be protected by the mediation of the bifliop. 

V. The bifliop was the perpetual cenforv. Spinw- 
of the morals of his people. The dif- ^^ '"^"'«- 
cipline of penance was digefted into a fyf- 
tern of canonical jurifprudence (114), which 
accurately defined the duty of private 
or public confeflion, the rules of evidence, 
the degrees of guilt, and the meafure of 
punifliment. It was impoflible to exe- 
cute this fpiritual cenfure, if the Chriftian 
pontiff, who puniflied the obfcure fins of the 
multitude, refpecled the confpicuous vices 

(113) See Cod.Theod. L ix, tit. xlT,leg. 4. In the works of Fra Paolo 
(torn. iVy p. 192, &c.) there is an excellent difcourfe on the origin, 
claims, abnfes, and limits of fanduaries. He juflly obferves, Siat 
ancient Greece might perhaps contain* fifteen or twenty azyla or 
fandttaries ; a number which at prefent may be found in Italy within 
the walls of a fingk city, 

(114) The penitential jurifprudence was continually improved 
by the canons of the councils. But as many cafes were ftill left to 
the difcretion of the biihops, they occafionally publiihed, after the 
example of the Roman Prstor, the rules of difcipline which they 
propofed to obferre. Among the canonical epiftles of the fourth 
centufy, tKofe of Bafil the Great were the m©ft celebrated. They 
are iiifertcd in the Pande&s of Bereric^^ (torn, ii, (p. 47 — 151), 
and are tranflated by Chardon. Hift. des Sacrcmcnsi torn. It, p. 
ai7 — »79» 

and 
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and deftruftive crimes of the magifirate : but 
it was impoflible to arraign the condud of 
the magiftrate, without controuling the ad- 
miniftration of civil government. Some 
confiderations of religion, or loyalty, or fear, 
proteAed the facred perfons of the emperors 
from the zeal or refentment of the biihops ; 
but they boldly cenfured and excommuni- 
cated the fubordinate tyrants, who were not 
invefted with the majefty of the purple. 
St. Athanafius excommunicated one of the 
minifters of Egypt ; and the interdift ^which 
he pronounced, of fire and water, was fo- 
lemnly tranlmitted to the churches of Cappa- 
docia (115). Under the reign of the younger 
Theodofius, the polite and eloquent Synefius, 
one of the defcendents of Hercules (116), 
filled the epifcopal feat of Ptolemais, near 
the ruins of ancient Cyrene (118), and the 

(115) Bafil Epiftol. ilvii, in Baronius (Annal Ecclef. A. D. 370, 
Ko. 91,) who declares that he purpofcly relates it, to convince go- 
wmors that they were not exempt from a fentence of excommuni- 
cation^ In his opinion, even a royal head is not fafe from the thun- 
ders of the Vatican; and the cardinal (hews himfelf much more 
conliAent than the lawyers and theologians of the Gallican chnrch. 

(116) The long ferles of his anceftors, as high as Eurydhenes, 
the firft Doric king of Sparta, and the fifth in lineal defcent from 
Hercules, was infcribed in the public regifters of Cyrene, a JLaco- 
daemonian colony. (Synef. Epif.lvii, p. 197, edit. PaUv.) Such a 
pure and illuflrious pedigree of feventeen hundred years, without 
adding the royal ataceftors of Hercules, cannot be equalled In the 
hiftory of mankind.' 

(118) Synefius (de Regno, p. 2) pathetically deplores the fallen 
and ruined ftate of Cyrene, voXtf EXXDvtf, iraXeuvv nofjuL luu d-i^yw, 
xsi IV »)Vi fxufia T06V TraXen 0>o<|>«v, n/v viviic iuu xaTf^(, kb( fAtya fptiirtev. 
Ptolemais, a new city, 8x miles to the weftward of Cyrene, af- 
fumedthe Metropolitan honours of the Pentapolis, or Upper Li- 
bya, which were afterward transferred toSozufa. See WeiTeling 
Itinerar. p. 67, 68-^732. Cellarius Geograph. tom. ii, part ii, 
p. 7a — 74. CarolusaSto. Paulo Geograph. Sacra, p. 173, d*An- 
viUe Geographic ancienne, tom. iix, p. 4J, 44. Mcmoires de 
TAcad. dcs Infcriptions, tom. xzxvii, p. 363 — 39 1. 

phi- 
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philofophic biihop fupported, with dignity, 
the charafter which he had affumed with re- 
luftancc(n9). He vanquiflied the monfter 
of Lybia, the prefident Andronicus, who 
abufed the authority of a venal ofi&ce, in- 
vented new modes of rapine and torture, 
and aggravated the guilt of oppreffion by 
that of facrile^e ( 1 20). After a fruitlefs at- 
tempt to reclaim the haughty magiftrate by 
mild and religious admonition. Synefius 
proceeds to inflift the laft fentence of ecclefi- 
afkical juftic (121), which devotes Andro- 
nicus, with his aflbciates and their families^ 
to the abhorrence of earth and heaven. The 
impenitent finners, more cruel than Phalaris 
or Senacherib, more deftruftive than war, 
peftilence, or a cloud of locufts, are deprived 
of the name and pri^dleges of Chriftians, of 
thd; participation of the facraments, and of 
tiste hope of Paradife. The bifliop exhorts 
the' clergy, the magiftrates, and the people, 
to renounce all fociety with the enemies of 

(Z19) Synefius had previoufly reprefented his own difquallfica- 
tions (Epift. c. t, p. 7.^6 — tfo). He loved profane (ludles and 
profane ^oxts ; he was incapable of fupporting a life of celibacy ; 
he diibelieved the refurre<ftion : and he refufed to preach fables to 
the people, unlefs he might be permitted to pbiltjopbi^e at home. 
Theophilus, primate of Egypt, wh« knew his merit, accepted this 
extraordinary compromife. See the life of Synefius in Tillemont 
Mem. Ecclef. torn, xii, p. 49<> — 554» 

(i2o) See the invedlive of Synefius, Epift. Ivii, p. 191 — zoi. 
The promotion of Andrpnicus was illegal; fince he was a native 
of Berenice, in the fame province. The inflmments of tortures are 
curiuufly fpccified, the wisrijtev, or prefs, the ^ajiTuXnfl^tf, the twoJo- 
rcrt»n, the pjwXaCi-, the (wr-tyja, and the yt-:K^i^w\^ that varioufly 
preiTed or diftendcd the fingers, the feet, the nofe, the ears, and 
the lips of the vidlims. 

(121) The fentence of excommunication is exprcflcd in a rhe- 
torical ftyle. (Synefius, Epift. Iviii, p. aoi — 103). The method 
of involving whole families, though fomewhat unjuft, was improved 
into national interdl<^s. 

V01-. III. IT Chrifi; 
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Chi-ifti.to exclude them ftxwa their kouGss 
aad tables i smd to reftife them the cammou 
offices of Mqj and the decent rights of hurial. 
The. church of Ptolemais^ obfcure and con- 
temptlHe a& ihe may appear^ addreffed this 
dedaratioa to all her filler churches of the 
world; a^d the profile who rejected her 
deereea» will be iavolved in the^ guilt and 
puniihiuent of Andronicus and hb ijixpiQus 
followers, Thefe ipiiitual terrors wcare en-* 
fcarced by a dexteroujs application to the By^ 
zantine court; the trembling prefident im- 
plored the mercy of the church ; and the de- 
Keudants. of Hercules enjoyed the fatisfaiftion 
of raiiing a pi oftrate tyrant from the ground 
(iij:^). Suci principles wd fuch examples 
infenfibfy prepared the triumphs of the Ro- 
> man pontiffs, who have trampled on the 

necks of kings, 
VI. Free- VL Evcry popular government has e^^pe- 
ilcprlch^rienced the efiefts of rude or artificial do- 
ing. quence. The coldeft nature is animated, the 
firmeft reafon is moved, by the rapid commu- 
nication of the prevailing impulfe ; and each 
hearer is aflfefted by his own paffions, and 
by thofe of the furrounding multitude. 
The ruin of civil liberty had filenced the de- 
magogues of Athens, and the tribunes of 
Rome ; the cuftom of preaching, which 
feems to conftitute a confiderable part of 
Chriftian devotion, had not been introduced 
into the temples of antiquity; and the ears of 
monarchs were never invaded by the harih 
found of popular eloquence, till the pulpits 
of the empire were filled with facred orators, 

(122) See Syneflus, Epift. xlvii, p. \Z6, ^87. Epift. Inii, p. 
Qji, 219. Epiil. kxxix, p. 23Q, 231. 

* who 
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w^ho poflefled fome advantages unknown to 
their profane predeceffors (123). The ar- 
guments and rhetoric of the tribune were 
inilantly oppofed, with equal arms, by 
fldlful and refolute antagonifts; and the -v^ 
caufe of truth and reafon might derive an 
accidental fupport from the conflid of hofUle 
paflions. The bifliop, or fome diftinguiflied 
prefbyter, to whom he cautioufly delegated 
the powers of preaching, harrangued, with- 
out the danger of interruption or reply, a -. / 
fubmiffive multitude, whofe minds had been 
prepared and fubdued by the awful cere- 
monies of religion. Such was the &ri&. fubor- 
dination of the catholic > church, that the 
fame concerted founds might iflue at once 
from an hundred pulpits of Italy or E^pt, 
if they were tuned (10^4) by the mafler hand 
of the Roman or Alexandrian primate. The 
deiign of this inilitution was laudable, but 
the fiiiits were not always falutary. The 
preachers recommended the praftice of the 
fodal duties ; but they exalted the perfeftion of 
monaftic virtue, which is painful to the in- 
dividual and ufeleis to mankind. Their 
charitable exhortations betrayed a facred wife, 
that the clergy might be permitted to manage 
the wealth of the faithful, for the benefit of 

(113) Sec Thomaffin (Difciplinc dc TEglifc, torn, ii, I. iii, 
c. 83, p. 1761 — 1770) and Bingham (Antiquities, voL i, 1. xiii, 
c. 4, p. 6SS— 717). Prcachin;^ was confidercd as the moft im- 
portant otRct dF the biihtjp j but this fiin<aion was fomctimcs in- 
truded to fuch prefbyters as Chryfoftom and Augtfftin. 

(114) Queen EKzabcth nfed this exprcffion, and -pra£li(ed this 
art, whenever flic wiftcd to prepoffcfs the minds of her people in 
favctir ctf any extraordinary meafure of goYcrnment. The hbftile 
effefts of this mt//ic were apprehended by her fucceflbr,' and fever ely 
fekbyhisfon. "When pulpit, drum ecclefiaftic, ^c." Setf ttey- 
lifl's Life of Archbifhnp Laud, p. 153. 

U 2 the 
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the poor. The moft fublime reprefentations 
of the attributes and laws of the Deity were 
fullied by an idle mixture of metaphyfical 
fubtleties, puerile rites,* and fidlitious mira- 
cles : and they expatiated, with the moft fer- 
vent zeal, on the religious merit of hating 
the adverfaries, and obeying the minifters, 
of the church. When the public peace was 
diftrafted by herefy and fchifm, the facred 
orators founded the trumpet of difcord, and, 
perhaps, of fedicion. The underftandings of 
their congregations were perplexed by myf- 
teiy, their paffions were inflamed by invec- 
tives; and they ruihed fiom the Chriftian 
temples of Antioch or Alexandria, prepared 
either to fuffer or to inflift martyrdom. 
The coiTuption of tafte and language is 
ftrongly marked in the vehement declama- 
tions of the Latin bifliops ; but the compofi- 
tions of Gregory and Chryfoftom have been 
compared with the moft fplendid models of 
Attic, or at leaft of Afiatic eloquence (125). 
vn Privi- VII. The reprefentatives of die Chiiftian 
lege of icgif- republic \vere regularly aiTembled in the 
ia^iv«affcmYpj.£jjg and autumn of each year : and thefe 
fynods difFufed the fpirit of ecclefiaftical dif- 
cipline and legiflation through the hundred 
and twenty provinces of the Roman world 
(126). The archbifliop or metropolitan was 

(125) Thofe modcft orators acknowledged, that, as they were 
' deftitutc of the gift of miracles, they endeavoured to acquire the 
arts of eloquence. 

(ia6) The Council of Nice, in the fourth, fifth, fixth, and 
feventh, canons, has made fome fundamental regulations concern- 
ing fynods, metropolitans, and primates. The Nicene canons hav« 
been varioufly tortured, abiifcd, interpolated, or forged, according 
to the intcrcift of the clergy. The Suburbicarian churches, affigned 
(by Rufinus) to the biftiop of Rome, have been made the fubjed 
of vehement controvcrfy, (Sec Sirmond. O^icra, torn, iv, p. 

empowered, 
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empowered, by the laws, to fummon the fuf- 
fragan bilhops of his province ; to revife their 
conduft, to vindicate their rights, to declare 
their faith, and to examine the merits of their 
candidates who were elefted by the clergy 
and people to fupply the vacancies of the 
epifcopal college. The primates of Rome, 
Alexandria, Antioch, Carthage, and after- 
wards Conftantinople, who exercifed a more 
ample jurifdiftion, convened the numerous 
affembly of their dependent bilhops. But the 
convocation of great and extraordinary fy- 
nods, was the prerogative of the emperor 
alone. Whenever the eraei'gencies of the 
church required this decifive meafure, he dif- 
patched a peremtory fummons to the biftiops, 
or the deputies of each province, with an or- 
der for the ufe of poft-horfes, and a com- 
petent allowance for the expences of their 
journey. At an early period, when Conftan-^ ^ 
tine was the proteftor, rather than the pro- 
fely te, of Chrlftianity, he referred the African 
controverfy to th© council of Aries; in 
which the bilhops of York, of Treves, of 
Milan^ and of Carthage, met as friends and 
brethren, to debate in their native tongue on 
the common intereft of the Latin or Weftern 
church (127). Eleven years afterwards, a^j^^^^^ 
more numerous and celebrated affembly was 
convened at Nice in Bithynia, to extinguifh, 
by their final fentence, the fubtle diifputes 
which had arifen in Egypt on the fubjed of 
the Trinity. Three hundred and eighteen 

(127) Wc havs only thirty-' hrce or forty-fcvcn epifcopal fub- 
fcriptions : but Ado, a writer indeed of fmall acco«nt, reckon* fix 
hundred bifhops ia the council of Arle*. TiUeniont Mem. £cclef< 
tonu :v,j>. 4ii. ._ 

bilhops 
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biihops obeyed the fummons of their indul- 
gent mafter ; the eccleiiaftics of every rank, 
and fed:, and denomination, have been com- 
puted at two thoufand and forty-eight per* 
fons (128); the Greeks appeared in perfon; 
and the confent of the Latins was expreffed by 
the legates of the Roman pontiff. The fef- 
fion, which lafted about two months, was 
frequently honoured by the prefence of the 
emperor, leaving his guards at the door, he 
feated himfelf (with the pcrmiiEon of the 
council) on a low ftool in the midft of the 
hall. Conft^ntineliftened with patieace, and 
fpoke with modefty: and while he influ- 
enced the debates, he humbly profdTed that 
he was the minifter, not the judge, of the 
fucceffors of the apoffiles, who had been dta- 
tdiflied as prieftsand as gods-upon earth (129)* 
Such profound reverence of an abfohite mo- 
narch towards a feeble and unarmed affemULy 
of his own fubjeds, can only be compared to 
the refpect with which the fenate had been 
treated by the Roman princes who adopted 
the policy of A^guftus. Within the %ace 
of fifty years, a philofophic fpeftator of the 
viciffitudes of human affanrs might have cd*- 
tempUted Tacitus in the fenate of Rome, and 
Gonft^mtinein the council of Nice. Thefkthcrs 
of the capitol and thofe of the church hadt 
alike degenerated from the virtues of tibeir 

(ia«) See.Tillcmont» tonu iv, p. ^►15, and Beaufobrc Hift. du 
Manichcifme, torn, i, p. 519. The name of hijhob, which is 
given by Eutychiiss fo the 31048 ecclcfiaftics (Annal. torn. J, p. 
44o» vcrf. Poco^k), muft be extended far beyond the limits of ao 
orthodox or even epifcopal ordination. 

(129) See Eufeb. in Vit. Conftantin. 1. iii, c. <f— 21. Tille- 
mont Mem. Eccleiiafti^ycs,. torn, iv, p* 669 — 759. 

founders ; 
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founders; but as the bifliops were more 
deeply rootM in the public opinion, they 
fuftained their dignity with more decent 
pride, and fometimes oppofed, with a Inanly 
ipirit, the wifli€5 of their fovereign; Tli€ 
jMTOg^s of time and fuperftition crazed the 
toemory 6f the weaknefs, the palfion, the jg- 
noranCe, which diigraced thcfe ecclefiaftical 
fynods ; and the Catholic world has Unani- 
moufly fubmitted (130) to the infallible dt- 
crees of the general councils (131)* . 

•(i«3) Jancimus igitur vicem legum obtinerc, que a quatuor 
Sandii CoficfliU . . . ttpofiVx. futit attt firihafa. Pradiaarum 
emtb ^tikttidr fyfiOdotHm dogffitta flcut fanaas Scri|)tura« ^t regtokjj 
ficttt Icgcl obfcrvamus. Juftiuian. Novell, cxxxi, Bcvcridge (ad 
Patoacd. proleg. p. l) rcniarks, that the tfiripctdt* never made 
ft^w Uwt in cc€lcfiaftirfal iliattfcrs; arid Oiannone oWcrves, in a very 
differ^t fpirit, that they gave a legal iandioft to the canons of 
councils. Ifioria Civile di Napoli, torn, i, p 136. 

(131) Sec the article Concili in the Encycldpcdie, tofn. iii, 
^* 668^-^79, editidB dt Lncques. The author,. M. k dodttfUr 
Boiichatd, hat difcuffed, according to the principles of the Galil- 
ean church, the principal quef!ions which relate to the forih aftd 
tdidlifutioft of geneini, natioAai, and provineial eofincih. The 
editors (fee Preface, p. Xvi) have rtfafon to be prcJtSd of this article. 
'I'hofc who confult their immenfe compilation, feldoih depart fo 
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CHAP. XXI. 

Perfecution of Herejj. — The Scbifm of the Do- 
naiijis. — The Arian Controverfy. — Atbana- 

fius T>iftra£t€d State of the Church and 

Empire under Conftantine and his Sons. — 
Toleration of Paganifm. 

THE grateful applaufe of the clergy has 
confecrated the memory of a prince "who 
indulged their pallions and promoted their 
intereft. Conftantine gave them fecurity, 
wealth, honours, and revenge : and the fup- 
port of the orthodox faith was confidered 
as the moft facred and important duty of the 
civil magiftrate. The edift of Milan, the 
great chai^er of toleration, had confirmed 
to each individual of the Roman world, the 
privilege of chufing and profeffing his own 
religion. But this ineftimable privilege was 
foon violated : with the knowledge of truth, 
the emperor imbibed the maxims of perfecu- 
tion; and the feels which diffented from 
the Catholic church, were afflifted and op- 
preffcd by the tiiumph of Chriftianity. Con- 
ftantine ealily believed that the Heretics, who 
prefumed to difpute bis opinions, or to op- 
pofe his commands, were guilty of the moft 
abfurd and criminal obftinacy; and that a 
feafonable application of moderate feverities 
might fave thofe unhappy men from the 
danger of an everlafting condemnation. Not 
a moment was loft in excluding the minifters 
and teachers of the feparated congregations 
from any fliare of the rewards ^nd immunities 

Y^hiclv 
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Tvhieh the emperor had fo liberally beftowed 
on the orthodox clergy. But as the fefta- 
ries might ftill exift under the cloud of royal 
difgrace, the conqueft of the Eaft was imme- 
diately followed by an edift which announced 
their total deftruftion (1). After a preamble 
filled with paffion and reproach, Confiantine 
abfolutely prohibits the affemblies of the 
Heretics, and confifcates their public pro- 
perty to the ufe either of the revenue or of 
the Catholic church. The fefts againft whom 
the Imperial feverity was direAed, appear to 
have been the adherents of Paul of Samofata; 
the Montanifts of Phrygia, who maintained 
an enthufiaftic fucceffion of prophecy; the 
Novatians, who fternly rejefted the temporal 
efficacy of repentance ; the Marcoinites and 
Valentinians, under whofe leading banners 
the various Gnoftics of Afia and Egypt had 
infenfibly rallied; and perhaps the Mani- 
chaeans, who had recently imported from 
Perfia a more artful compofition of Oriental 
and Chriftian theology (2). The defign of 
extirpating the name, or at leaft ' of re*? 
draining the progrefs of thofe ancient He- 
retics, was profecuted with vigour and ef- 
feft. Some of the penal regulations were 
copied from the ediAs of Diocletian; and 
this method of converfion was applauded 
by the fame biihops who had felt the hand of 

(i) Eafebmi in Vit. ConfUntin. 1. iii, c. 63, 64* 65,66. 

(a) After fome examination of the ▼arioot opinions of Tille- 
mont, Beaufobre, Lardner, &c. I am convinced that Manet did 
not propajrate his ft6t, even in Perfia, before the year 270. It it 
flraoge, that a philofophic and . foreign herefy fhould have pene- 
trated fo rapidly into the African' provinces; yet I cannot eaiily re- 
]c6L the edicl 01 Diocletian againft the Manichxant, which may be 
/ound in Bsrouius. (AnnaL £ccL A« P. aS;). 

oppreflion. 
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opprefiion, and had pleaded for the rights of 
humanity. Two immaterial circumftauces 
may ferve, however, to prove that thtr mind 
o£ Conftantine was not entirely corrupted 
by the fpirit of zeal and bigotry. Before 
he condemned the Manichxans and their 
kindred fcfts, he refolved to make an acciirale 
enquiry into the nature of their religious 
principles. As if he diftruftcd the impar- 
tiality of his ecclefiafiical counfellors, this 
delicate commiflion was entrufted to a civil 
magiftrate ; whofe learning and moderatiott 
he juftly efteemed ; and of whc^ venal 
charader he was probably ignorant (3)* 
The emperor was foon convinced that he 
had too haftily profcribed the orthodox faith 
and the exemplary morals of the Novatians j 
who had diffented from the church in fome 
articles of difcijdine which were not perhaps 
e&ntial to falvation. By a particular edi^^ 
he exempted them from the genersd penalties 
of the law (4)'; allowed them to build a 
church at Conftantinople, rcfpcfted the mi- 
racles, of their faints,, invited their bi£hop 
Acefius to the council of Nice; and gently 
ridiculed the narrow tenets of his feci by a 
famHiar jeft j which from die mouth of a fo- 

(^) Cbnftaatinvs, enim cum limatiuft fupefflitidnum quztefot 
fcSas, Maaichzorum et fimilium, &c. Ammian. xv, 15. ^tratc- 
g;ittft, who from chU commiflion obtained tb^ lurnaibe of Mitftmanu*^ 
was a Chriftian of the Arian fed. He aded as one of the counts 
at the council of Sardica. Libanius praifes his mildnefs and pru- 
dence. Valef. ad locum Ammian. 

(4) Cod. Theod. I. xvi, tit. v, leg. 4. As the gcfteral law is 
not inferted in the Thcodofian code, it is probable that, in the year 
43?, the feds which it had condcmised were alreaSy extin<a. 

vereign. 
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urcreign, muft have been received with ap- 
plaufe and gratitude (5). 

The complaints and mutual accufations African 
i?irhich aflailed the throne of Conftantine, as controvcrfy 
foon as the death of Maxentius had fub-^'^*^'** 
mitted Africa to his viftorious arms, were ill 
adapted to edify an imperfeft profelyte. He 
learned, with furprife, that the provinces of 
that great country, from the confines of Cy 
rene to the columns of Hercules, were dif- 
traAed with religious difcord (6). The 
fource of the divifion was derived from a 
double eleftion in the church of Carthage ; 
the fecond, in rank and opulence, of the 
ccde&aftic^d thrones of the Weft. Caecilian 
and Majorinus were the two rival primates 
of Africa ; and the death of the latter foon 
made room for Donatus, who, by his fupe- 
rior abilities and apparent virtues, was the 
firmeft fiipport of his party. The advan- 
tage which Caecilian might claim from the 
priority of his ordination, was deftroyed by 
the illegal, or at leaft indecent, hafte, with 
which it had been performed, without ex- 
peAing die arrivjJ of the biihops of Numidia. 
The authority of thefe bifliops, who, to the 

(5) Sozomcn; 1. i> c. aa. Socrates, L i, c. lo. Theft hif- 
torians have been fnfpe&ed, but I think without reafon» of as 
attachment to the Novatian dodrine. The emperor faid to the. 
bi&op, " Accfiui, take a ladder, and get up to Heaven by your- 
** ieU.** Mbik of the Chriflian USU hsnrt, by turns, borrawed 
the ladder of Acefius. 

(6) The bcft materials for this part of ecclcfiaftical hiftory may 
be found in the edition of Optatus Milevitanns, publiihed (Paris 
1700) by M. Dupin, who has enriched it with critical notes, geo- 
graphical difcuflioDs, original records, and an accurate abridgement 
of the whole controvcrfy. M. dc TiHemont has beftowed on the 
Donatifts the greatcft part of a volume (tom. vi, part i) : and I am 
indchted to him for- an ample coUcaion of all the pafTages of his 
tivouritc St. Auguftia, which relate to thofe Heretics. 

number 
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number of feventy, condemned Cacdlian, 
and confccrated Majorinus, is again i^^eak- 
ened by the infamy of fome of their per- 
fonal charaders; and by the female intrigues, 
facriligious bargains, and tumultuovis pro- 
ceedings which are imputed to this Numidian 
councU (7). The bifhops of the contending 
factions maintained, with equal ardour and 
obftinacy, that their adverfaries were de- 
graded, or at leaft dilhonoured, by the odi- 
ous crime of delivering the Holy Scriptures 
to the officers of Diocletian. From their 
mutual reproaches, as well as from the Rory 
of this dark tranfai^ion, it may juftly be in- 
ferred, that the late perlecution had imbit- 
tered the zeal, without reforming the man- 
ners of the African Chriftians. Tliat divided 
church was incapable of affording an impar- 
tial judicature ; the controverfy was folemnly 
tried in five fucceffive tribunals, which were 
appointed by the emperor; and the whole 
proceeding, from the firft appeal to the final 
fentence, lafted above three years. ' A fevcre 
inquifition, which was taken by the Praeto- 
rian vicar, and the proconfttl of Africa, the 
report of two epifcopal vifitors who had been 
fcnt to Carthage, the decrees of the councils 
of Rome and of Aries, and the fupreme 
judgment of Conftantine himfelf in his facred 

(7) Schifma igitur illo tempers confufac mulierit iracundia pe^ 
perit; ambitus nutrivit; avaritia roboravit. Optatus, 1. i, c. 19. 
The lanjcuBgc of Purpuriu» is that. of a furious madman. Dici- 
tur te necafle filioi fororis tux duo*. Purpurius refpondit : Puta« 
me terreri a te . . . occidi ; et occido eos qui contra me faffiunt. 
Atfta Concil. Cirtcnfis, ad calc. Optat. p. 274. When Cacilian 
was invited to an aflembly of bilhops, Purpurius faid to his brc- 
jthrcn, or ratli^r to his accomplices, " 1-et him come hither to rc- 
•* cei>c our inipof?rion of hands; and we will break his head by 
'* wa) of i'CUiUice,'* • Oi-tat. il, c. ly. 

con- 
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confiftory, were all favourable to the caufe 
of Caecilian ; aod he was unanimoufly ac- 
kinowledged by the civil and ecclefiaftical 
powers, as the true and lawful primate of 
-Afi-ica. The honours and eftates of the 
church were attributed to his fuffragan 
bifhops, and it was not without difficulty, 
that Conftantine was fatisfied with inflifting 
the punifhment of exile on the principal 
leaders of the Donatift faftion. As their 
caufe was examined with attention, perhaps 
it was determined with juftice. Perhaps 
their complaint was not without foundation, 
that the credulity of the emperor had been 
abufed by the infidious arts of his favourite 
Ofius. The influence of falfehood ?.nd cor- 
ruption might procure the condemnation of 
the innocent, or aggravate the fentence of the 
guilty. Such an aA, however, of injuftice, 
if it concluded an importunate difpute, 
might be numbered among the tranfient evils 
of a defpotic adminiftration, which are nei- 
ther felt nor remembered by pofterity. 

But this incident, fo inconfiderable that itf^'^'j^lj^^^ 
fcarcely deferves a place in hiftory, was pro- tiiis, a. d. 
du£tive of a memorable fchifm ; which afflided 3 '5- 
the provinces of Africa above three hundred 
years, and was extinguiflied only with Chrif- 
tianity itfelf. The inflexible zeal of freedom 
and fanaticifm animated the Donatifts to 
refiife obedience to the ufurpers, whofe elec- 
tion they difputed, and whofe fpiritual 
powers they denied. Excluded from the 
civil and religious communion of mankind, 
who had embraced the impious party of Cae- 
cilian, and of the Traditors, from whom he 
derived his pretended ordination. They af- 

fcrted 
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ferted with confidence, and almoft with ex^ 
ultation, that the Apoftoli^al fucceflion was 
interrupted ; that all the bifhops of Europe 
and Afia were infected by the contagion of 
guilt and fchifm ; and that the prerogatives 
of the Catholic church were confined to the 
chofen portion of the African believers, 
who alone had preferved inviolate the inte^ 
grity of their faith arid difcipline. This rigid 
theory was fupported by the moft unchari* 
table conduA. Whenever they acquired a 
profelyte, even from the diftant provinces of 
the Eaft, they carefully repeated the facred 
rites of baptifm (8) and ordination; as they 
rcjefted the validity of thofe which he had 
already received from the hands of heretics 
or fchifraatics. Bifliops virgins, and even 
fpotkfs infants, were fubjefted to the dif- 
grace of a public penance, before they could 
be admitted to the communion of the Dona- 
tifts. If they obtained poffeffion of a church 
which had been iiied by their Catholic adver- 
saries, they purified the unhallowed building 
with the lame jealous care which a temple 
of Idols might have required. They wa&ed 
the pavement^ feraped the wails, burnt the 
altar, which was commonly of wood, meked 
the eonfearated plate, and caft the Holy Eu- 
eharift to the dogs, with every circuraftance 
of ignomlliy which could provoke and per- 

(8) The cmmcils of Arks, of Nkc, and of Trent, confinned 
the wife and moderate pradke of the church of Rome. Ihc Do- 
natifts, however, had the advantage of maintain^ the fentiment of 
Cyprian, and of a con€dcrai]<Ie part of the prin^tve cittf ch. 
Vincentius Lirinenfis (p-. 2Z'^\ ap. TiUemont, Mem. Ecclef. torn, 
vi,. p. 1 38) has explained why the Donntifts- are etcmalJy bttrnrag 
wkh the I>evU, whik St. C}'prian' reign« m'hcravwt with- Jeivs 
Chrift- 

petuatc 
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petuate the animolity of religious fadlons 
(9). Notwithftanding this irreconcileable 
averfion, the two parties, who were mixed 
and feparated in all the cities of Africa, had 
the fame language and manners, the fame 
xcal and learning, the fame faith and wor- 
fiiip* Profcribed by the civil and ecclefiaf- 
tical powers of the empire, the Donatifts 
ftill maintained in fome provinces, parti' 
ciriarlf in Numidia, their fiiperior numbers ; 
and four hundred bifhops acknowledged the 
jurifdiction of their primate. But the in- 
vincible i^irit of the fed fometimes preyed 
on its own vitals ; and the bofom of their 
fchifmatical church was torn by inteftine 
divifions. A fourth part of the Donatift 
biihc^s followed the independent fiandard of 
the Maximianifts. The narrow and folitary 
path which their firft leaders had marked 
out, continued to deviate from the great fo- 
ciety of mankind. Even the imperceptible 
feft of the Rogatians could affirm, without 
a blufli, that when Chrift fliould defcend to 
judge the earth, he would find his true re- 
Kgion preferved only in a few nameleia vil- 
lages of the Cxfarcan, Mauritania (10). 

The fchifm of the Donatifts was confined '^^*^'^""'-' 
to Africa : the more difiufive mifchief of thct^vTriy?"' 
Trinitarian contpverfy fucceffively penetrated 
into every part of the Chriftian world. The 
former was an accidental quarrel, occafioned 
by the abufe of freedom j the latter was a 
high and myfterious argument, derived from 

(9) See the (izth book of Optatus Milevitanu% p. 91 — loo* 

(10) Tillemont, Mem. Etdcfiaftiques, torn, vi, part i, p. 25.;. 
He laughs at their partial cruehy. He revered Auguftin, the great 
d»^or of the fyftem of predeftinatioD. 

the 
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the abufe of philofophy. From the age of 
Conftantine to that or Clovis and Theodoric, 
the temporal interefts both of the Romans 
and Barbarians were deeply involved in the 
theological difputes of Arianifm. The hif- 
torian may therefore be permitted refpeft- 
fuUy to withdraw the evils of the fanftuary ; 
and to deduce the progrefs of reafon and 
faith, of error and paffion, from the fchool of 
Plato to the decline and fall of the empire. 
The fyftcm The genius of Plato, informed by his own 
of Plato; meditation, or by the traditional knowledge 
c^ft 360. of the priefts of Eg)'pt (11), had ventured to 
explore the myfterious nature of the Deity. 
When he had elevated his mind to the fub- 
lime contemplation of the firft fclf-exiftent, 
neceffary caufe of the univerfe, the Athe- 
nian fage was incapable of conceiving hcnv 
the fimple unity of his effence could admit 
•the infinite variety of diftin^l and fucceffive 
ideas which compofe the model of the intel- 
Icdhial world ; how a Being purely incor- 
poreal could execute that perfeft model, and 
mould with a plaftic hand the rude and in- 
dependent chaos. The vain hope of extri- 
cating himfelf from thcfe difficulties, which 
muft ever opprefs the feeble powers of the 
human mind, might induce Plato to confi- 
der the divine nature under the threefold 

(il) Plato Egyptum perajjravit ut a facerdotlbus Barbaris nu- 
mcros et calejiia acciperit. Cicero 6c Finibus, v. 25. The Egyp- 
tians might IHU prcfcrvc the traditional creed of the Patriarcbs. 
Jofephus has pcrfuadcd many cf the Chriftian fathers, that Plato 
derived a part of his knowledge from the Jews; but this vain 
opinion cannot be reconciled with the obfcure ftate and unfocial 
manners of the Jewifli people, whofc fcriptures were not accef- 
iible to the Greek cunofiiy till more than one hundred years after 
the death of' Plato. See Mariham, Canon. Chrou. p. 144. Le 
Clerc, Epiftol. Critic, vii, p. i;;*— T94« 

modi- 
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modification; of the fiFft caufe, the reafon 
or Logosj and the foul or fpirit of the 
univerfe. His poetical imagination fome- 
times fixed and animated thefe metaphyfical 
abftraftions ; the three archical or original 
principles were reprefented in that Platonic 
fyftem as three Gods> united with each other 
by a mifterious and ineffable generation ; and 
the Logos was particularly confidered under 
the more acceffible charafter of the Son of 
an Eternal Father, and the Creator and Go- 
vernor of the world. Such appears to have 
been the fecret dodrines which were cauti- 
oufly whifpered in the gardens of the aca- 
demy; and which, according to the more 
recent difciples of Plato, could not be per- 
feflly underftood, till after an affiduous ftudy 
of thirty years (12). * . 

The arms of the Macedonians diffiifed over taught in 
Alia and Egypt the language and learning of^^*^^j^^^_ 
Greece; and the theological fyftem of Plato dria. Be- 
was taught, with lefs referve, and perhaps ^°^^^^"^ 
with fome improvements in the celebrated 
fchool of Alexandria (13). A numerous co- 
lony of Jews had been invited, by the fa- 
vour of the Ptolemies, to fettle in their new 
capital (14). While the bulk of the nation 

(la'jThe modern guides who lead me to the knowledge of the 
Platonic fyftem are, Cudworth (lntcllc<5iuallyftem, p. 568 — 6«o), 
Bafnagc (Hift. des Juifs, 1. iv, c. iv, p. .?3— 86), Le Clerc (Epift. 
Crit. vii,p. 194 — 209), andBrucker ^Hift. Philofoph. tom. i, p. 675 
— 706). As the learning of thefe writers was equal, and their - 
intention different^ an inquifitive obferver may derive iuftrudlion 
from their dilputes, and certainty from their agreement. 

(13) Brucker, Hift. Philofoph. tom. i, p. 1349 — 1357. The 
Alexandrian fchool is celebrated by Strabo (1. xvii) and Ammianus 
(xxii. 6). . 

(14) Jofeph. Antiquitat. 1. xii, c. i, 3. Bafiiage, Hift. des Juifs, 
I. yii. c. 7. 

Vol. III. X praftifed- 



ftc 



Chrifl lOO. 



306 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

praftifed the legal ceremonies, and purfued 
the lucrative occupations of commerce, a 
few Hebrews, of a more liberal fpirit, de- 
voted their lives to religious and philofophical 
contemplation (15). They cultivated with 
diligence, and embraced with ardour, the 
theological fyftem of the Athenian fage. 
But their national pride would have been 
mortified by a fair confeffion of their former 
poverty: and they boldly marked, as the 
iacred inheritance of their anceftors, the 
jold and jewels which they had fo lately 
iolen from their Egyptian mailers. One 
hundred years before the birth of Chrift, a 
Before philofophical treatife, which manifeftly be- 
^.._ ix ^2^yg ^gg ^yjg ^jj^ fentiments of the fchool of 

Plato, was produced by the Alexandrian 
Jews, and unanimoufly received as a genuine 
and valuable relic of the infpired Wifdom of 
Solomon (16). A fimilar union of the Mo- 
faic faith, and the Grecian philofophy, dif- 
tinguiflies the works of Philo, which were 
compofed, for the moft part, under the reign 
of Auguftus (17), The material foul of the 

(15) For the origiji of the Jewifh philofophy, fee Eufebias, 
Prsparat. Evangel, vuiy. 9, 10. According to Philo, the The- 
nrpeutz ftudied philofophy; and Brucker has proved (Hift. Phi- 
lofoph. torn, ii, p. 787), that they gave the preference to that 
of Plato. 

(16) See Oalmet, DHTcrtationt fur la Bible, torn, ii, p. 277. 
The book of the Wifdom of Solomon was received by many of the 
fathers as the work of that monarch; and although rejeded by the 
Proteftants for want of a Hebrew original, it has obtained, with 
the reft of the Vulgate, the fanftion of the council of Trent. 

(17) The Platonifm of Philo, which was famous to a proverb, 
is proved beyond a doubt by Le Clerc (Bpift. Crit. viii, p. *ii— 
a»8). Bafnage (Hift. desjuifs, 1. iv, c. 5 ) has clearly afcertained, 
that the theological works of Philo were compofed before the death, 
and moft probably before the birth, of Chrift. In fuch a time of 
darknefs, the knowledge of Philo is more aftonifliing than his er- 
rors. Bull, Defenf. Fid. Niccn. f. i, c. i. p. 12. 

univerfe 
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iiniverfe(i8) might offend the piety of the 
Hebrews : but they applied the charafter of 
the Logos to the Jehovah of Mofes and the 
patriarchs ; and the Son of God was intro- 
duced upon earth under a vifible, and even 
human appearance, to perform thofe fami- 
liar offices which feem incompatible with the 
nature and attributes of theUniverfal Caufe( 1 9). 

The eloquence of Plato, the name ofR^^caicd 
Solomon, the authority of the fchool of by the 
Alexandna, and the confent of the Jews and John| a!d. 
Greeks, were infufficient to eftablifli the truth 97. 
of a myfterious doftrine, which might pleafe, 
but could not fatisfy, a rational mind, A 
prophet, or apoftle, infpired by the Deity, 
can alone exercife a lawful dominion over 
the faith of mankind ; and the theology of 
Hato might have been for ever confounded 
with the philofophical vifions of the Aca- 
demy, the Porch, and the Lycaeum, if the 
name and divine attributes of the Logos had 
not been confirmed by the ccleftial pen of 
the laft and moft fublime of the Evangelifts 
(20). The Chriftian Revelation, which was 

con- 

(rS) Mens agitat molem, et magno fe corpori m^y^^/. 
BcCidcs thit material foul, Cudworth has difcovered (p. 562) in 
Ameiiui;, Porphyry, Plotica«, and as he thinks, in Plato himfelf, 
a fupcrior, fpiritual, upercojWian foul of the univerfe. But this 
double foul is exploded by Brucker^ Bafnage, and Le Clerc, as an 
idle fancy of the latter Platonifts. 

(19) Petav. Dogmata Thcologica, torn, ii, 1. viii, c. 4, p. 701. 
BuU, Defenf. Fid, Nicen. f. i, c. i, p. 8, 13. This notion, till it 
was abused by the Arians, was freely adopted in the Chriftian the- 
ology. Tertullian (adv. Praxcani) c. 16) has a remarkable and 
dangerous paffkgc. After contrafting, with indifcrcet wit, the na» 
tureof God, and the a&ions of Jehovah, he concludes: Scilicet 
ut hxc de filio Dei non credenda fuifie, fi non fcripta elfent ; fortaiTe 
non credenda dc Patre licet fcripta. 

(ao) The Platonifts admired the beginning pf the Gofpel of 
6t. John, as containing an csatft tranfcript of their own principlts, 

Xft Auguilin. 
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confummated under the reign of Nerva, 
difclofed to the world the amazing fecret, 
that the Logos, who was with God from 
the beginning, and was God, who had made 
all things, and for whom all things had been 
made, was incarnate in the perfon of Jefus 
of Nazareth ; who had been born of a 
virgin, and fuffered death on the crofs.^ 
Beudes the general defign of fixing on a per-' 
petual bafis the divine honours of Chrift, 
the moft ancient and refpeftable of the eccle- 
fiaftical writers have afcribed to the evan- 
gelic theologian, a particular intention to 
confute two oppofite herefie^, which diC- 
turbed the peace of the primitive church (21). 
ThcEbio- L The faith of the Ebionites (22), perhaps of 
nitcsand ^^^ Nazarcncs (23), was grofe and imperfect. 
They revered Jefus as the greateft of the 
prophets, eqdowed with fupernatural virtue 
and power. They afcribed to his perfon 
and to his future reign all the prediftions of 
the Hebrew oracles which relate to the fpi- 
ritual and everlafting kingdom of the pro- 
mifed Meffiah (24), Some of them might 

confefs 

Auguflin. de Civitat. Dei, x. %g, Amelias apud Cyril, adverf. 
Julian. 1. viii, p. 283. But in the third and fourth centuries, the 
Platonifts of Alexandria might improve their Trinity, by the fe- 
cret ftudy of the Chriilian theology. 

(ai) See Beaufobre, Hift. Critique du Manicheifme. torn, i, p. 377. 
The Gofpei according to St. John is fuppofed to have been pub- 
lifhed about feventy years after the death of Chrift. 

(aa) The fentimcnts of the Ebionites are fairly ftated by Mof- 
heim (p. 331) and Le Clerc (Hift. Ecclef. p. 535). The Cle- 
mentines, publiihed among the apoftolic fathers, are attributed by 
the critics to one of thefe fe6bu*ies. 

(33) Staunch polemics, like Bull (Judicium Ecclef. Cathol. 
c. *), infift on the orthodoxy of the Nazarenes; which appears 
lefs pure and certain in the eyes of Mofheim (p. 330). 

(a4) The humble condition and fuffcrings of Jefus have always 
Iwen a ftumbling-block to the Jews. " Dcus . . , contrariis co- 

•* loribus 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE- ^ 3^9 

<:onfefs that he was born of a virgin ; but 
they obftinately rejeded the preceding exif- 
tence and divine perfcftion of the Logos ^ or 
Son of God, which are fo clearly defined in 
the Gofpel of St, John. About fifty years 
afterwards, the Ebionites, whofe errors are 
mentioned by Juftin Martyr with lefs feverity 
than they feemed to deferve (25), formed a 
very inconfiderable portion of the Chriftian 
name. 11. The Gnoftics, who were diftin- 
guilhed by the epithet of Docetes^ deviated 
into the contrary extreme ; and betrayed the 
human, while they afferted the divine, na- 
ture of Chrift. Educated in the fchool of 
Plato, accuftomed to the fubiime ideaV)f the 
Log&s^ they readily conceived that the 
brighteft Aorij or Emanation of the Deity, 
might affume the outward fhape and vifible 
appearances of a mortal (26) ; but they 
vainly pretended, that the imperfeftions of 
matter are incompatible with the purity of a 
celeftial fubftance. While the blood of 
Chrift yet fmoaked on Mount Calvary, the 
Docetes invented the impious and extrava- 
gant hypothefis, that inftead of ifluing from 
the womb of the Virgin (27), he had de- 

fcended 

*** coloribus Mcffiam depinxerat ; futurus crat Rex, Judex, Paftor," 
&c. Sec Limborch et Orobio Arnica CoHat. p. 8, 19,53 — 76, igz 
-TZ34. But this objeftion has obliged the belieyirig Chriftiant tb 
lift up their eyes to a fpiritual and everlafting kingdom. 

(25) Juftin Martyr, Dialog, cum Tryphonte, p. 143, 144. See 
Le Geic, Hift. Ecclcf. p. 615. Bull and his editor Grabe (Judi- 
cium Ecclcf. Cathol. c. 7, and Appendix), attempted to diftort 
cither the fentimcnts or the words of Juftin ; but their violent cor* 
redion of the text is rejedled even by the Benedidlinc editors. 

(16) The Arians reproached the orthodox party with borrowing 
their Trinity from the Valentinians and Marcioait<J8. See Beau- 
fobre, Hift.du Manicheifme, 1. iii, c. 5, 7. ' 

(27) Non dignum eft ex utero credere Deum, et Deum Chriftum 
.... non dignum eft ut tanta majeftas per fcrdes ct fqualore's 

jBulieris . 
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fcended on the banks of the Jordon in the 
form of perfeft manhood ; that he had im- 
pofed on the fenfes of his enemies, and of 
his difciples ; and the minifters of Pilate had 
wafted their impotent rage on an airy phan- 
tom, whofeemed to expire on the crofi, and, 
after three days, to rife from the dead (28). 
Myftcrioua The divine {anftion, which the Apoftle 
"h^rrink ^^^ beftowed on the fundamental principle of 
' the theology of Plato, encouraged the learned 
profelytes of the fecond and third centuries 
to admire and ftudy the writings of the 
Athenian fage, who had thus marvelloufly an- 
ticipated one of the moft furprifing difco- 
veries of the Chriftian revelation. The re- 
fpeftable name of Plato was ufed by the or- 
thodox (29), and abufed by the heretics (30), 
as the common fupport of truth and error : 
the authority of his fkilfiil commentators, 

mulieris tranfirc crcdatur. The GnoiUcs afferted the impurity 
of matter, and of marfiagc; and they were fcandalizcd by the 
grofs interpretations of the fathers, and even of Auguftin him- 
felf. See Beaufobrc, torn, ii^ p. $%^, 

(28) Apoflolis adhuc in fseculo fuperilitibus apud Juda&um 
Chrilli fanguine recente, et pbantafma corpus Domini afferebatur. 
Cotelerius thinks (Patr^s Apoftol. torn, ii, p. 14) that thofe who 
will not allow the D&cttes to have arifen in the time of the Apoftleb, 
may with equal reafoa deny that the fun ihines at noon-day. Thefc 
Docetes, who formed the mofl confiderable party among the Gnoftics^ 
were fo called, becaufe they granted only z.feeming body to Chrift. 

(29) Some proofs of the refpe<5t which the Cfariftians entertaiaed 
for the perfbn and dofSbrine of Platd, may be found in De la Mothc 
Ic Vayer, torn. ▼, p. 135, &c. edit. 1757; and Baihage, Hili. 
des Juifs, torn, iv, p. 19, 79, &c. 

(30) Doleo bona fide, Platonem omnium hasteticorum condi- 
fnentarium fa<^uni. Ttrtullian. dc Anima, c. 13. Petavius 
if Dogm. Theolog. torn, iii, proleg. a) ftiews that this was a gene- 
ral complaint. Beaufobre (torn, i, 1. iii, c. q, 10), has deduced the 
Gnoftic errors from Platonic principJes; and as, in the fchool of 
Alexandria, thofe principles were blended with the Oriental pbiio* 
fophy (Brucker, torn, i, p. 135 '^0» the feiitimeutof Beaufobre may 
be reconciled with the opinion of McHiciw (General Hiftory oi the 
jCJiWch, \o\. i, p. 37) 

' - ■■• an4 
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and the fcience of dialectics, were employed 
to juftify the remote confequerces of his 
©pinions ; and to fupply the difcreet filence 
of the infpired writers. The famt- 'ubtle and 
profound queftions concerning tlie n?::ure.thc 
generation, the diftin<:^ion, and tiie equality 
of the three divine perfons of the mysterious 
Triads or Trinity (31), were agitated in the 
philofophical, and, in the Chriftian, fchools 
of Aicxandria. An eager fpirit of curiofity 
urged them to explore the fecrets of the 
abyfs ; and the pride -of the profeffors, and 
of their difciples, was fatisfied with the fci- 
ence of words. But the moft fagacious of 
the Chriftian theologians, the great Athena- 
fius himfelf, has candidly confeffed( 32), that 
whenever he forced his underftanding to me- 
ditate on the divinity of the Logos ^ his toil- 
fome and unavailing efforts recoiled on them- 
felves; that the more he thought, the lefs he 
comprehended; and the more he v/rote, the 
lefs capable was he of expreffing his thoughts. 
In every fiep of the enquiry, we are com- 
pelled to feel and acknowledge the immen- 
furable difproportion between the fize of the 
objeft and the capacity of the human mind. 
We may ftrivc to abfbraft the notions of time, 
of fpace, and of matter, which fo clofely ad- 
here to all the preceptions of our experi- 
mental knowledge. But as foon as we pre- 

-(31) If Theophilus, bifliop of Antioch (fee Dupin, Bibliothcquc 
EccicfiaWque, torn, i, p. 66-, was the firft who employed the 
word Triad, Trinity, that abftra<% term, which was already familiar 
to the fchools of philofophy, maft have been introduced into the 
theology of the Chriflians after the middle of the fecond century. 

(T^%) Athanafius, torn, i, p. 808. His expreflions have uncom- 
mon encr;::y ; and 2s he v/as v/riting to Monks, there could not 
be any occaiion for him to a^eci a rational language. 

fume 
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fume to reafon of infinite fubftance, of £pi- 
ritual generation ; as often as we deduce any 
pofitive conclufions from a negative idea, we 
are involved in darknefs, perplexity, ^nd in- 
evitable contradiftion. As. thefe difficulties 
arife from the nature of the fubjeft, they 
opprefs, with the fame infuperable weight, 
* the philofophic and the theological difputant ; 
but we may obferve two effential and pecu- 
liar circumftances, which difcriminated the 
doftrines of the Catholic church from the 
opinions of the Platonic fchool. 
Zeal of the I, A chofcu fociety of philofophers, men 
Chriftians. ^f a liberal education and curious difpofition, 
might filentiy meditate, and temperately dif- 
cufs, in the gardens of Athens or the library 
of Alexandria, the abftrufe queftions of meta- 
phyfical fcience. The lofty fpeculations, 
which neither convinced the underftanding, 
nor agitated the paffions, of the Platontifts 
themfelves, were carelefsly overlooked by 
the idle, the bufy, and even the ftudious 
part of mankind (33) But after the Logns 
had been revealed as the facred object of the 
faith, the hope, and the religious worfliip of 
the Chriftians ; the myfterious fyftem was 
embraced by a numerous and increafing mul- 
titude in every province of the Roman 
world. Thofe perfons who, from their age, 
or fex, or occupations, were the leaff'tjttir 
lified to judge, who were the leaft exercifed 
in the hal?its of abllr::cl reafoning; afpired 

{%i) In a treatife which profefifed to explain the opinions of the 
aacient philofophers concerningr the nature of the gods, we might 
czpedl to difcovcr the the<>lcgical Trinity of Plato. But Cicero 
.very honeftiy confeffcd, that though he had trimilatcd the Ti- 
ma:u8, he could never undcrflaiid that piyilcrious dialogue. Sec 
Hieronym. ^t&i. ad 1. zii, in Ilaiani, torn, v, p. 154. 

to 
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to contemplate the oeconomy of the Divine 
Nature : and it is the boaft of Tertullian (34), 
that a Chrifiian mechanic could readily an- 
fwer fuch queftions as had perplexed the 
wifeft of the Grecian fages. Where the fub- 
je6l lies fo far beyond our reach, the differ- 
ence between the higheft and the loweft of 
human underftandings may indeed be calcu- 
lated as infinitely fmall ; yet the degree of 
weaknefs may perhaps be meafured by the 
degree of obftinacy and dogmatic confidence. 
Thefe fpeculations, inftead of being treated as 
the amufement of a vacant hour, became the 
moft ferious bufinefs. of the prefent,and the moft 
ufeful preparation for a future, life. A theology, 
which it was incumbent to believe, which 
it was impious to doubt, and which it might 
be dangerous, and even fatal to miftake, be- 
came the familiar topic of private meditation 
and popular difcourfe. The cold indifference 
of philofophy was inflamed by the fervent ' 

fpirit of devotion ; and even *the metaphors 
of common language fuggefted the fallacious 
prejudices of fenfe and experience. The 
Chriftians, who abhorred the grofs and im- 
pure generation of the Greek mythology 
(35), were tempted to argue from the fa- 
mUiar analogy of the filial and paternal re- 
lations. The charafter of Son feemed to im- 
ply a perpetual fubordination to the volun- 

(34) Tertullian. in Apolog. c. 46. See Bayle, Di&ionnaire, au 
mot Simonide. His remarks on the prefumption of Tertullian are 
profound and interefting. 

{35) La(5fcantiu8, iv, 8. Yet the Probole, or Prolatio, which the 
moft orthodox divines borrowed without fcruplc from the Va- * 
lentiniins, and illuflra^ed by the comparifons of a fountain and 
ftreani, the fun and its rays, &c. either meant nothing, or fa- 
voured a material idea of the divine generation. See Bcaufobre, 
torn, i, I. iii, c. 7, p. 548. 

tary 
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tary author of his esdftence (36) ; but as the 
acl of generation, in the moft fpiritual and 
abftraft fenfe, muft be fuppofed to tranfinit 
the properties of a common nature (37), 
they durft not prefume to ciroimfcribe the 
powers or the duration of the Son of an eter- 
nal. an4 omnipotent Father. Fourfcore years 
after the death of Chrift, the Chriftians of 
Bythinia declared before the tribunal of Pliny, 
that they invoked him as a god : and his 
divine honours have been perpetuated in 
every age and country, by the various feds 
who affume the name of his difciples (38). 
Their tender reverence for the memory o( 
Chrift, and their hcMTor for the profane wor- 
Ihip of any created being, would have en- 
gaged them to affert the equal and abfolute 
divinity of the Logos^ if their rapid afcent 
toward the throne of heaven had not been 
imperceptibly checked by the apprehenfion oi 
violating the unity and fole fupremacy of the 
great Father ?)f Chrift and of the univerfe. 
The fufpenfe and fluctuation produced in the 
minds of the Chriftians by thefe oppofite ten- 
dencies, may be obferved in the writings of 
the theologians who flouriflied after the end 

(3^) Many of the primitive writers have frankly confefied, that 
the Son owed his heing to the xuill of the Father. See Clarke's 
$criptiire Trinitf , p. a8o — 287. On the other hand, Athanafias 
and his followers feem unwilling to grant what they are afraid to 
deny. The fichoolmen extricate themfelves from this difficulty by 
the diflincSlion of a preceding and a concomitant will. Petav. Dogm. 
Theolog. torn, ii, 1. vi, c. 8, p. 587 — 603. 

(37) See Petav. Dogm. Thcolog. torn, ii, 1. ii, c. 10, p. 159. 

{^%) Carmenque Chriilo quafi Deo dicerefecum inviccm. Plin. 
Epift. X, 97. The fenfe of Beus, ec.r EloLioi, in the ancient lan- 
guages, is critic;illy examined by Le CIcrc (Ars. Critica, p. 150 — 
156), anU the propriety of worfnipinn; a very cx<:cllc;it creature, 
is ably dcfcuded by the Sociiiiaii Lmlyn (Tratls, p. 2; — 3.''', 51— 

us)' 

of 
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of the apoftolic age, and before the origin 
of the Arian controverfy. Their fufFrage is 
claimed, with equal confidence, by the or- , 
thodox and by the heretical parties ; and the 
mofi inquifitive critics have fairiy allowed, 
that if they had the good fortune of pofleffing 
the Catholic verity, they have delivered 
their conceptions in loofe, inaccurate, and 
fometimes contradiftory language (39). 

XL The devotionof individuals was the firft Authority 
circvunftance which diftinguifhed the Chrif-o^thc 
tians from the Platonifts: the fecond was the^^^*"^* 
authority of the church. The difciples of 
philofophy afferted the rights of intelledhial 
freedom, and their refped for the fentiments 
of their teachers was a liberal and voluntary 
tribute, which they offered to fuperior rea- 
fon. But the Chriftians formed a numerous 
and difciplined fociety; and the jurifdiftion 
of their laws and magiftrates was ftriftly ex- 
ercifed over the minds of the faithful. The 
loofe wanderings of the imagination were gra- 
dually confined by creeds and confefiions 
(40) ; the freedom of private judgment fub- 
mitted to the public wifdom of fynods; the 
authority of a theologian was determined by 
his ecclefiaftical rank ; and the epifcopal fuc- 
ceffors of the apoftles infiided the cenfures 
of the church on thofe who deviated from the 
orthodox belief. But in an age of religious 

(39) Sec Daille de Ufu Patnim, and Lc Clcrc, Bibliothequc 
UniverfcUe, torn, x, p. 409. To arraign the faith of the Anti- 
Nicene fathers, was the objedl, or at leaft has been the effect, of 
thcftupendous work of Pctavius on the Trinity (Dogm. Theolog. 
torn, ii.) ; nor has tlic deep impreffion been erazed by the learned 
defence of Biihop Bull. 

(40) The nioft ancient creeds were drawn up with the greateft 
latitude. See Bull (Judicium Ecclef. Cathol.), who tries to pre- 
vent Epiicopius from deriving any advantage from this obfcrvation. 

con- 
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controvcrfy, every act of oppreflioii adds 
new force to the elaftic vigour of the 
mind; and the zeal or obftinacy of a fpiiitual 
rebel was fometimes ftimulatcd by fecret mo- 
Waaunu. lives of ambition or avarice- A metaphy- 
fical argument became the caufe or pretence 
of political contefts ; the fubtleties of the 
Platonic fchool, were ufed as the badges of 
popular fadionsy and the diftance which fc- 
parated their refpeftive tenets was enlarged or 
magnified by the acrimony of difpute. As 
long as the dark herefies of Fk-axeas and Sa- 
bellius laboured to confound the Father with 
the Son (41), the orthodox party might be 
excufed if they adhered more ftridly^ and 
more eameftly to the difiinilionj than to the 
eauality oi the divine perfons. But as foon as 
tne heat of controverfy had fubfided, and the 
progrefs of the Sabellians was no longer an ob- 
jeft of terror to the churches of Rome, of 
Africa, or of Egypt; the tide of theological 
opinion began to flow with a gentle but 
fteady motion toward the contrary extreme ; 
and the moft orthodox doAors allowed them- 
felves the ufe of the terms and definitions 
which had been cenfured in the mouth of the 
feftaries (42). After the edid of toleration 
had reftored peace and leifure to the Chrif- 
tians, the Trinitarian contsroverfy was re- 
vived in the aAcient feat of Platonifm, the 

(4f) The herefies of Praxeas, Sabellius, &c. arc accurately ex- 
plained by Mofhcim (p. 4^?, 680 — 714). Praxeas, who 
came to Rome al out the end of the fecond century, deceived, for 
fome time, the (implicity of the bilhop, and was confuted by the 
poll of the angry Tcrtullian. 

{a2) Socrates achnowlcv^ees, that the herefy of ArliiH proceeded 
frriu )iis flro:in; dffiic to embrace an opinion the moil dianictricaily 
opp<)fitt to that of babdiius. 

learned, 
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learned, the opulent, the tumultnous city of 
-Alexandria; and the flame of religious dif- 
cord was rapidly communicated from the 
fchools, to the clergy, the people, the pro- 
vince, and the Eaft, The abftrufe queftion 
of the eternity of the Logos was agitated in 
ecclefiaftic conferences, and popular fcrmons ; 
and the heterodox opinions of Arius (43) were Ami. 
Soon made public by his own zeal, and by 
that of his adverfaries. His moft implacable 
adverfaries have acknowledged the learning 
and blamelefs life of that eminent prefby ter ; 
who, in a former eleftion, had declared, his 
pretenfions to the epifcopal throne (44). His 
competitor Alexander aflumed the oiEce of 
his judge. The important caufe was argued be- 
fore him ; and if atfirft he feemed to heutate, he 
at length pronounced his final fentence, 
as an abfolute rule of faith (45). The un- 
daunted prefbyter, who prefumed to refift 
the authority of his angry bifhop, was fepa- 
rated from the communion of the church. 
But the pride of Arius was fupported by the 
applaufe of a numerous party. He reck- 
oned among his immediate followers two 

• 

(43) The figure and manners of Ariutt, the chara^er and num- 
bers of his firft profelytes, are painted in very lively coloura by Epi- 
phanius (torn, i, H^ref. Ixix, 3, p. 729); and we cannot but 
re^^et that he fhould focn forget the biftorian, to aiTume the talk of 
controvcrfy. 

(44) See Philoftorgius (1. i, c. 3), and Godcfroy's ample Com- 
mentary. Yet the credibility of PliiloHorgius is leflened, in the 
eyes of the orthdox, by his Arianifm; and in thofe of rational 
critics, by his pailion, hit prejudice, and his Ignorance. 

(45) Sozomen(l. i, c. 15) rcprefents Alexander as indificrcnt, 
and even ignorant, in the beginning of the controverfy ; while Sc- 
crates (L i, c. 5) afcribes the origin of the difpute to the vain 
cnriofity of his theological fpeculations. Dr. Jortin (Remarks on 
Ecclefis^ical Hifiory, vol. ii, p. 178) has cenfured, with his ufual 
freedom, the condndl of Alexander : v^o^ ofyvf cfa'?rTrra» . . . .ofxt^: 

bifliops 
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bifhops of Egypt, feven prefbyters, tiwdve 
deacons, and (what may appear almoft incre- 
dible) feven hundred virgins. A large ma- 
jority of the brfliops of Afia appeared to liip- 
port or favour his caufe ; and their meafiires 
were conducted by Eufebius of Cadarea, the 
moft learned of the Chriftian prelates ; and 
by Eufebius ofNicomedia, who had acquired 
the reputation of a ftatefman without for- 
feiting that of a faint. Synods in P^eftine 
and Bithynia were oppofed to the iynods of 
Egypt. The attention of ihe prince and 
_ « people was attracted by this theological dif- 

— 3»5. pute; and the didiion, at the end ot fix 
years (46), was referred to the fupreme au- 
thority of the general council of Nice. 

Three fyf- When the myfteries of the Chriftian faith 

Trinity/ ^werc dangcroufly expofed to public de- 
bate, it might be obferved, that the human 
underftanding was capable of forming three 
diftinft, though imperfeft, fyftems, concern- 
ing the nature of the Divine Trinity ; and it 
was pronounced, that none of thefe fyftems, 
in a pure and abfolute fenfe, were exempt 

Arianifm. from hcrcfy and error (47). I. According 
to the firft hypothefis, which was maintained 
by Arius and his difciples, the Logos was a de- 
pendent and fpontaneous production, created 
from nothing by the will of the Father. 

(46) The flames of Arlauifm might burnfer fomc time in fecret; 
but there is reafon to believe that they burft out with violence as 
early as the year 310. TUlemont, Mem. Ecclef. torn, vi, p. 774 
—780. ^ 

(47) Qwid credidit? Certe, auf tria nomijia audiens tres Decs 
effc credidit, et idoloiatra effedus eft ; aut in tribus vocabulis tri- 
nominem credens Deum, in Sabellii hisreflm incurrit; aut edo<ftiis 
ab Arianis unum effc verum Deum Patrera, filium et ipirituin 
fandlum credidit creaturas. - Aut extra hsec quid credere potverit 
nefcio. Hieronym. adv. Luciferianos. Jeroni referves for the laft 
the orthgdpx fyftem, which is more complicated apd difficult. ' 

The 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 319 

The Son, by whom all things were made 
(48), had been begotten before all worlds, 
and the longeft of the aftronomical periods 
could be compared only as a fleeting moment 
to the extent of his duration ; yet this du- 
ration was not infinite (49), and there had 
been a time which preceded the ineffable 
generation of the Logos. On this only 
begotten Son the Almighty Father had 
transfufed his ample fpirit, and impreffed 
the effulgence of his dory. Vifible image 
of invifible perfecbion, ne faw, at an immea- 
furable diftance beneath his feet, the thrones 
of the brighteft archangels: yet he flione 
only with a reflefted fight, and, like the 
fons of the Roman emperors, who were in- 
vefted with the titles of Caefar or Auguflus 
(50), he governed the univerfe in obedience 
to the will of his Father and Monarch. II. In 
thefecond hypothefis, the Logos poffeffcd all 
the inherent, incommunicable perfedions, 
which religion and philofophy appropriated 
to the Supreme God. Three diftinft and in- 
finite minds or fubftances, three co-equal and 
co-eternal beings, compofed the Divine Ef- 
fence (51)} ^^d it would have implied con- 

tradiftion, 

(48) Ab the doArine of abfolutc creation from nothing, wa« 
pradually introduced among the Chriftians (Beaufobre, torn, ii, 
p. 165 — aij), the dignity of the xvoriman very naturally rofe with 
that of the worJk. 

(49) The Metaphyfics of Dr. Clarke (Scripture Trinity, p. 376— 
aSo) could digeft an eternal generation from an infinite caufe. 

(50) This pro&ne and ahfurd iimile is employed by feveral of 
the primitive fathers, particularly by Athenagoras, in his Apo- 
logy to the emperor Marcus and his fon ; and it is alleged, with- 
out cenfure, by Bull himfelf. See Defenf. Fid. Nicen. f. iii, c.5, No 4. 

(51) Sec Cudworth*8 Inteliedknal Syftem, p. 559, 579. This 
dangerous hypothefis was countenanced by the two Gregorics, of 

Nyffa 
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tradiftion, that any of them ihould have 
exifted, or that they fliould ever ceafe to ex- 
ift(52). The advocates of a fyftcm which 
feemed to eftablifh three independent Deities, 
attempted to prefervc the unity of the Firft 
Caufe, fo confpicuous in the defign and order 
of the world by the perpetual concord of their 
adminiftration, and the effential agreement of 
their will. A faint refemblance of this unity 
of adVion may be difcovered in the focieties 
of men, and even of animals. The caufes 
which difturb their harmony proceed only 
from the imperfeftion and inequality of their 
faculties : but the omnipotence which is 
guided by infinite wifdom and, goodnefs, 
cannot fail of chufing the fame means for the 
3abcUi- accomplifliment of the fame ends. III. Three 
anifm. Bcings, who, by the felf -derived neceflSty of 
their exiftence, poffefs all the divine attri- 
butes in the moft perfeft degree ; who are 
eternal in duration, infinite in fpace, and in- 
timately prefent to each other, and to the 
whole univerfe; irrefiftibly force themfelves 
on the alloniflied mind, as one and the fame 
Seing C53), who, in the ceconomy of grace, 
as well as in that of nature, may manifeft 
himfelf under different forms, and be confi- 
dered under different afpefts. By this hypo- 
thefis, a real fubflantial Trinity is refined into 

Nyfla and Nazianzen, by Cyril of Alexandria, John of Damafcus, 
&c. Sec Cudworth, p. 603. Lc Clerc, Bibliotheque Univerfellc, 
torn, xviii . p. 9 7 — 1 05 . • 

(5a) Aaguflin fcems to envy the freedom of the philofophers, 
Liberis verbis loquui^ur philofbphi . . . . Nos autem non dicimus 
duo vel tria principia, duos vcl tres Deos. De Civiut. Dei, x, 23. 

(53) Boctius, who was deeply vcrfcd in the philofophy of Plato 
and Ariftotle, expl^ns the unity of the Trinity by the in-difftretici 
•f the three perfons. See the judicious remark of Le Clerc^ Bibli 
otheque ChoUie, torn, xvi, p. %%$y 3cc. 

a trinity 
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a trinity of names, and abilraA modifica* 
tions, that fubfift only in the mind which 
conceives them. The X.ogos is no longer a 
perfon, but an attribute ; and it is only in a 
figurative fenfe, that the epithet of Son can 
be applied to the eternal reafon which was 
with God from the beginning, and by whichy 
not by whom J all things were made. The 
incarnation of the Logos is reduced to a mere 
infpiration of the Divine Wifdom, which 
filled the foul, and direfted all the aftions 
of the man Jefus. Thus, after revolving 
round the theological circle, we are furprifed 
to find that the Sabellian ends where theEbio- 
nite had begun ; and that the incomprehen- 
fible myftery which excites our adoration, 
eludes our enquiry (54). 

If the bilhops of the council of Nice (55)^^^^''^ 
had been permitted to follow the unbiaffedA.D. saj. 
dictates of their confcience, Arius and his af- 
fociates could fcarcely have flattered them- 
felves with the hopes of obtaining a majority 
of votes, in favour of an hypothefis io di- 
rccUy adverfe to the two moft popular opi- 
nions of the Catholic world. The Arians 
foon perceived the danger of their fituation, 

(54) If the Sabellians were (brtledat this conclufion, they were 
driven down another precipice into the confei&on, that the Father 
was born of a virgin, that he had fufiered on the croft; and thus 
defcrved the odious epithet of Pettri-faJJiaHSy with which they were 
branded by their adverfaries. See the invedtives of Tertullian 
againft Prazeas, and the temperate reflexions of Moiheim (p. 423 — 
68x}; an4 Beaufcibrc, torn, i, 1. iii, c. 6, p. 533. 

(55 ) '^^^ tranfaiftions of the council of Nice are related by the 
ancients, not only in a partial, but in a very imperfedt, manner. 
Such a pidhire as Fra-Paolo would have drawn, can never be re- 
covered ; but fuch rude (ketches as have been traced by the pencil 
of bigotry, and that of reafon, may be feen in Tillen^ont (Mem. 
Ecclcf. torn, vi, p. 669 — 759) and in Lc Clcrc (Bibliotheque 
Univerfelle, torn, x, p. 435 — ^45 4 ^ 

Vol. m. Y and 
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and prudently afiumed thofe modeft virtues, 
which in the fury of civil and religious dif- 
fentions, arc feldom pracHfed, or even 
praifed, except by the weaker party. They 
recommended the exercife of Chriftian cha- 
rity and moderation ; uiged the incompre- 
henfible nature of the controverfy; dif- 
claimed the ufe of any terms or definitions 
which could not be found in thefcripturcs; 
and offered by very liberal concefiions, to 
fatisfy their adverfaries, without renouncing 
the integrity of their own principles. The 
viftorious faftion received all their propofals 
with haughty fufpicion ; and anxioiifly 
fought for fome irreconcileable mark of dif- 
tinftion, the rejeftion of which might in- 
volve the Arians in the guilt and con- 
fequences of herefy. A letter was publicly 
read, and ignominioufly torn, in which their 
patron Eutebius of Nicomedia, ingenioufly 
The Ho- confeffed that the admiifion of the Homoou- 
sioN, or Confubfiantial, a word already fa- 
miliar to the Platonifts, was incompatible 
with the principles of their theological fyftem. 
The fortunate opportunity was eagerly em- 
braced by the bimops, who governed the re- 
folutions of the fynod ; and according to the 
lively expreffion of Ambrofe (56), theyufed 
the fword, which herefy itfelf had drawn from 
the fcabbard, to cut off the head of the 
hated monfter. The Confubftantiality of the 
Father and the Son was eftabliflied by the 
council of Nice, and has been unanimoufly 

(56) We are indel)ted to Ambrofe (dc Fide, 1. iii, cap. uk.) ior 
the knowledge of this curious anecdote. Hoc Terbum pofoeniQt 
Patres, quod viderunt adverfariis eife formidini; uttanquam eyagx> 
nato ab ipfisgladio, ipfum nefandae caput heraefeos asnputare&t. 

received 
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received as a fundamental article of the 
Chriftian faith, by the confent of the Greek, 
the Latin, the Oriental, and the Proteftant 
churches. But if the fame word had not 
ferved to itigmatize the heretics, and to unite 
the Catholics, it would have been inade- 
quate to the purpofe of the majority, by whom 
•it was introduced into the orthodox creed. 
Thi^ majority was divided into two parties, 
diftinguiflied by a contrary tendency to the 
fentiments of the Tritheifts and of the Sabel- 
Uans. But as thofe oppoiite extremes fecmed 
to overthrow the foundations either of na- 
tural, or revealed, -religion, they mutually 
agreed to qualify the rigour of their prin- 
ciples; and to difavow the juft, but invidious, 
CQQfequences, which might be urged by their 
antagQnift$. The intereft of the common 
c^ufe inclined them to join their numbers, 
and to conceal their differences; their animo- 
fity was foftcned by the healing counfels of 
toleration, and their difputes were fufpended 
by the ufe of the myfterious Homoou/ion,which 
either party was free to interpret according 
to their peculiar tenets. The Sabellian fenfe, 
which, about fifty years before, had obliged 
the council of Antioch (57) to prohibit this 
celebrated term, had endeared it to thofe 
theologians who entertained a fecret but 
partial affection for a nominal Trinity. But 
the more fafhionable iaints o£ the Ai'ian 
times, the intrepid Athanafius, the learned 
Gregory Nazianzen, and the other pillars of 
the church, who fuppoyted with ability and 

(J7) ^p Bull, Dcfcnf. Fid. Niccn. fccft. ii, c. i, p. is-^^iC. 
He thicks it his duty to reconcile two orthodox fynodt, 

Y 2 fuccefi 
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fuccefs the Nicene doArine, appeared to con- 
fider the cxprciEon of fubjiance^ as if it had 
been fynonimous with that of nature ; and 
they ventured to illuftrate their meaning by 
affirming that three men, as they belong 
to the lame common fpecies, are confubftan* 
tial or homooufian to each other (58). This 
pure and diftinft equality was tempered, orr 
the one hand, by the internal connexion, 
and fpiritual penetration, which indiflTolubly 
unites the divine perfons (59); and on the 
other, by the pre-eminence of the Father, 
which was acknowledged as far as it is 
compatible with the independence of the 
Son (60). Within thefe limits the almoft invifi- 
ble and tremulous ball of orthodo^ was al- 
lowed fecurely to vibrate. On either fide, 
beyond this confecrated ground, the heretics 
and the daemons lurked in ambufh tofurprife 
and devour the unhappy wanderer. But as 
the degrees of theological hatred depend 
on the fpirit of the war, rather than on tbe 
importance of the controverfy, the heretics 
who degraded, were treated with more fevc- 
rity than thofe who anihilated, the perfon of 
the Son. The life of Athanafius was con* 

(5S) According to Ariftotle, the ftan were Homooufian to eacii 
other. *' That Homocuftus means of one fubfiance in i/m/, hath 
** been ihewn by PeUvius, Curcelkeiu, Cudwortb, Le Clerc,. &c. 
** and to prove it, would be aSum agen** Thit i^ the juft remark 
of Dr. Jortin (vol. ii, p. aia), who examines the Arian contro- 
verfy with learning, candour, and ingenuity. 

(59) See Pctavius (Dogm.Thcolog. torn, ii, 1. <v, c. i6, p. 453)f &c. 
Cudworth (p. 559), Bull (fe6k. iv, p. aSJf — »90, edit. Grab). 
The 7rf;(x«c*)^»c, or circumineeJUo, is perhaps the deepeft and darkdft 
comer of the whole theological abyis. 

(60) The third fe^ion of Bull's Defence of the Kicene Faith, 
which fome of his antagoniiU called nonfenfe, and others herefy, 
is confecrated to the fupremaey of the father. 

fumed 
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filmed in irreconcileable oppofition to the inti- ' 
pious madnefs of the Arians (61); but he de- 
fended above twenty years the Sabellianifin 
of Marcellus of Ancyra ; and when at laft he 
was compelled to withdraw himfelf from his 
communion, he continued to mention, with 
an ambiguous fmile, the venial errors of his 
rcfpeftable friend (62). 

The authority of a general council, to xrian 
which the Arians themfelves had been com-cretdt. 
pcllcd to fubmit, infcribed on the banners of 
the orthodox party the myfterious charafters 
of the word Homooufiorij which effentially con- 
tributed, notwithftanding fome obfcure dif- 
putes, fome nocturnal combats, to maintain 
and perpetuate the uniformity of faith, or at 
leaft or language. The Confubftantialifts, 
who by their fuccefs have deferved and ob- 
tained the title of Catholics, gloried in the 
fimplicity and fteadinefs of their own creed, 
and infulted the repeated variations of their 
adverfaries, who were deftitute of any cer- 
tain rule of faith. The fincerity or the cun- 
ning of the Arian chiefs, the fear of the 
laws or of the people, their reverence for 
Chrift, their hatred of Athanafius, all the 
caufes, human and divine, that influence and 
difturb the councils of a theological faftion, 
introduced among the fe6laries a fpirit of 

(61} The ordiaary appellation with which Athanafius and hit 
follower* chofe to compliment the Arians, was that of ArUmonites, 

(fi%) Epiphaniiu, torn, i, Hsref. Ixii, 4, p. 837. See the Ad- 
▼entures of Marcellus, in Tillemont (Mem. Ecclef. torn, vii, p. 
880 — 899). His work, in one book, of the unity of God, was 
anfwered in the three books, which are ftill exUnt, of Eufebius, 
After a long and careful examination, Petayins (torn, ii, 1. i, c. 
14, p. 78), has reludhantly pronounced the condemnation of Mar* 
fcUus. , 

difcord 
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difcord and inconftancy, which, in the 
courfe of a few years, ereded eighteen dif- 
ferent models of religion (63), and avenged 
the violated dignity of the church. The 
zealous Hilary (64), who, from the peculiar 
hardlhips of his iituation, was incUned to 
extenuate rather than to aggravate the errors 
of the Oriental clergy, declai-es, that in the 
wide extent of the ten provinces of Afia, 
to which he had been baniflied, there could 
be found very few pr^ates ^ho had prcferved 
the knowledge of the true God (65). The 
oppreffion which h^ had felt, the diforders 
of which he was the fpeftator and the vi^m, 
appeafed, during a fhort interval, the angry 
paffions of his foul; and in the following 
paflage, of which I fliall tranfcribe a few 
lines, die biifaop of Poitiers unwarily de- 
viates into the ftyle of a Chrifiian philofo- 
pher, " It is a thing,*' fays Hilary, " equally 
'^ deplorable and dangerous, that tdiiere are 
*' as many creeds as opinions among men, 
" as many dodrines as inclinations, and as 

(63) Athanafins, in hit ^piAIe concerning liie fynodsof Selen- 
cia and Rimini (torn, i, p. 886 — 90 ^ ), 'has given an ample 'lift of 
Arian creeds, which has been enlarg-ed and intprovod by -Ac la- 
bours of the indefatigable Tilk-mont (Mem. £cclef. torn, vi, p. 477). 

(64) Erafmus, with admirable fenfe and freedom, has deli- 
neated the juft charader of Hilary. To revife his text, to cdmpoft 
the annals of his life, and to juftify his fentimenta sUid coodu^, 
is the province of the Benedli^ine editors. 

(65) Abfqiie epifcopo Eletilio et paucis cum eo, ex majore parte 
Afianee decem provinciae, inter qnas confifto, vcre Deum nc£riunt. 
Atque utinam peoitus ncfcircnt! cum procliviore cnim venia ig- 
norarent quam obtrcdiarent. Hilar, de Kynodis, five de Fide 
prieiitalium, c. 63, p. ii»6, edit. Bencdid. In the celebrated 
parallel between atheifra and lupcrftition, the bifhop of Poitiert 
would have been furprifed in the phUofophic focicty of Baiyle 
^ud Plutarch, 

^^ many 
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many fources of blafpbemy as there are 
faults amoag us ; becaufe we make creeds 
arbitrarily, and explain them as arbitrarily. 
The Homooufion is rejeAed, and received, 
and explained away by fuceeffive fynods. 
llie partial or total refemblance of the 
Father and of the Son, is a fubjeft of dif- 
pute for thefe unhappy times. Every 
year, nay every moon, we make new 
creeds to defcribe invifible myfteries. Wc 
repent of what we have done, we defend 
thofe who repent, we anathematife thofc 
whom we defended. We condemn either 
the doArine of others in ourfelves, or our 
own in that of others ; and reciprocally 
tearing one another to pieces, we have 
been the caufe of each other's ruin (66)." 
It will not be expefted, it would not per-Arianfea?. 
haps be endured, that I fliould fwell this 
theological digreflion, by a minute exami- 
nation of the eighteen creeds, the authors of 
which, for the moft part, difclaimed the 
odious name of their parent Arius. It is 
amufing enough to delineate the form, and 
to trace the vegetation, of a Angular plant ; 
but the tedious detail of leaves without 
flowers, and of branches without fruit, 
would foon exhauft the patience, and difap- 
point the curiofity, of the laborious ftudent. 
One queffion which gradually arofe from the 
Arian controverfy, may however be noticed, 
as it ferved to produce and difcriminate the 

(66) HilaHus ad Conftantium, 1. ii, c. 4, 5, p. ia47, X22^. 
Thw remarkable paffage deferred the attention of Mr. Locke, who 
J>a$ tranfcribcd it [yt!L iii, p. 470) into the model of his new com- 
mon-place book. 

three 
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three fefts, who were united only by their 
common averfion to the Homooidion of the 
Nicene fynod. i . If they were afked, whether 
the Son was like unto the Father ; the quef- 
tion was refolutely anfwered in the negative, 
by the heretics who adhered to the principles 
of Arius, or indeed to thofe of philofophy ; 
which feem to eftabliih an infinite diflPerence 
between the Creator and the moft excellent 
of his creatures. This obvious confequence 
was maintained by jEtiiis {6j)^ on whom the 
zeal of his adverfaries beftowed the furname 
of the Atheift. His reftlefs and afpiring Q)irit 
urged him to try almoft every profeffion of 
human hfe. He was fucceflively a flave, or 
at leaft a hufbandnian, a travelling tinker, 
a goldfmith, a phyfician, a fchool-mafter, a 
theologian, and- at laft the apoftle of a new 
church, which was propagated by the abilities 
of his difciple Eunomius (68), Armed with 
texts of fcripture, and with captious fyllo- 
gifms from the logic of Ariftotle, the fubtle 
jEtius had acquired the fame of an invincible 
difputant, whom it was impoffible either to 
filence or to convince. Such talents en- 
gaged the friendftiip of the Arian biihops, 
till they were forced to renounce, and even 

'67) In Philoftorgius {\, ili, c. 15 > the charaAer and adrentureB 
of iEtius appeared {lojscular enough, though they are carefully 
foftened by the hand of a friend. The editor Godefiroy (p. 153), 
who was more attached to his principles than to his author, haa 
colleded the odious circumftances which his various adverfaries 
have prefcrved or invented. 

(68) According to the judgment of a man who refpe&cd both 
thofe fcdiaries, ^tius had been endowed with a flrongcr undei- 
ftanding, and Eunomius had acquired more art and learning 
(Phlloftorgius, 1. viii, c. 18) The confefllon and apology of 
EunoPiius rJFabriciiis, Bibliot. Grace, torn, viii, p. 158 — ^305) i| 
one of the few heretical pieces which have efcaped. 

tQ 
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to pcrfccute, a dangerous ally, who by the 
accuracy of his reaibning, had prejudiced 
their caufe in the popular opinion, and of- 
fended the piety of their moft devoted fol- 
lowers. 2. The omnipotence of the Creator 
fiiggefted a fpecious and refpeftful folution 
of the likenefs of the Father and the Son ; 
and faith might humbly receive what reafon 
could not prefume to deny, that the Su- 
preme God might communicate his infinite 
perfe^ons, and create a being fimilar only 
to himfclf (69). Thefe Arians were power- 
fully fupported by the weight and abilities 
of their leaders, who had Jucceeded to the 
management of the Eufebian intereft, and 
who occupied the principal thrones of the 
Eaft, They detefted, perhaps with fome af- 
fedation, the impiety of ^tius ; they profeffed 
to believe, either without referve, or accord- 
ing to the fcriptures, that the Son was dif- 
ferent from all other creatures, and fimilar 
only to the Father. But they denied, that 
he was either of the fame or of a fimilar fub- 
flance; fometimes boldly juftifying their 
diflent, and fometimes objeoing to the ufe 
of the word fubftance, which feems to imply 
an adequate, or at leaft a diftinft, notion of 
the nature of the Deity. 3. The fed which 
afferted the dodrine of a fimilar fubftance, 
was the moft numerous, at leaft in the pro- 
vinces of Afia ; and when the leaders of both 
parties were affembled in the council of 

(69) Yet, according to the opinion of Eftiu* and Bull (p. 497), 
there is one power, that of creation, which God cannot conununi- 
cate to a creature. Eftius, who fo accurately defined the limits of 
Oriinipotencc, was a Dutch-man hy birth, and by trade a fcholaitic 
divine. Dupin, Bibliot. Ecclcf. torn, xvii, p. 45« 

Seleuci^ 
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Sdcucia (70), their opifiion would haVc pre- 
vailed by a majority of one hundred and 
five to forty-three biihops. The Grftek woi'd, 
which was chofea to exprefs this Hiyfterioiis 
refembhnce, bears fo ilofe an affinity to the 
orthodox fymboU that the profenc of ev^y 
age have derided the furious contefts which 
the difference of a fingk diphthofag excited be- 
tween the Homoouiians and the HonKbiou- 
fians. As it frequently happens, that the 
founds and characters which approach the 
neareft to each other, accidendy reprint 
the moft oppofite ideas, the obfervation 
^ would be itfelf ridiculous, if it l^^ere poffible 

to mark any real and fenfible diftindioa be- 
tween die dbftrine of the Senai-Arians^ 
as they were improperly ftylcd, and that 
of the Catholics thentifelvcs. The bifliop 
of Poitiers, who in his Phrygian exik; 
very wifely aimed at a coalition of parties, 
endeavours to prove that, by a pious and 
faitbful interpretation (71), the Honunoufion 
may be reduced to a corifubftantial fenfe. Yet 
he confefles that the Word has a dark and 
fufpidous afpeft; aind^ asif darknefs were con- 
genial to theological difputes, the Semi- 
Arians, who advanced to the doors of the 
church, affailed them with the moft unre- 
lenting fury. 

(70) Sbbinus (ap. Socret. 1. ii, c. 39) had copied the ads; 
Athanafius and Hilary have explained the divilions of this Arian 
fynod ; the other circumilances which are relative to it are carefully 
colle(5led by Baronius and Tillemont. 

(7i)-Fideii et pfa intelligentia. . . De Synod, c. 77, p. iipS- In his 
ihort apologetical note (iirft publifhed by the Benedi<5tines from a MS. 
of Chartrcs) he obferves, that he ufcd this cautious expreffion, qui in- 
tclHgerem et impiam, p. iao6. See p. 1146. Philoftorgius, who 
faw thofc objects through a diilerent medium, is inclined to forget 
the difierence of the importaril diphthong. See in particular viii, 
17, and Godcfroy, p. 35a. 

The 
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The provinces of Egypt and Afia, ^hich?a"»^oft'»« 
cultivated the language and manners of thei^tin*™ **' 
Greeks, had deejMy inbibed the venom ofc^urciu 
the Arian controvcrfy. The famfliar ihidy 
of the Platoilic fyftem, a vain akid argumien- 
tative difpofition, a copious and flexible 
idiom, fupplied the clei^ and people 6f the * 
Eaft with an inexhauftible flow of Cordis 
and diftinftions ; and in the midft of their 
fierce contentions, they eafily forgot the 
doubt which is recommended by philofophy, 
attd the fubmiffion which is ei^oined by re- 
feiofi. The inhabitants of the Weft were 
of a lefs inqxiifitive fpirit ; their paflions 
w^e not fo forcibly moved by invifible ob- 
jefts; their tninds were lefs frequently exer- 
cifed by the habits of difpute ; and fuch was 
tlie happy ignorance of the Gallican church, 
that Hilary hmifelf, above thirty years after 
the firft general council, was ftill a fixanger 
to the Nicene creed {72). The Latins had 
rfecfeived the rays of divine knowledge 
through the datrk and doubtftil medium of a 
fra*iflation. The poverty and ftubbom^eis 
6f their native tongue, was not always capa* 
ble of aafbrding juft equivalents for the Greek 
t^rtiis, for the technical words of the Pla- 
tonic phflofophy (73), which had been ccm- 
iecratcxi by the gofpel or by the church, to 

^7^) Teftor Deifti cttit stt>qnetemB mecnm nentmm andiflem, 
femper tamea ^trmnque f«iififlc. . . . Regeaeratut prldem et ia 
epifc<4>attt aliquantlfper manens fidem Niccnam nunquatn nHi ezfu« 
hntrtts audh^i. Hilar. *de Synodic, c. zci, p. Jio'. The Bene- 
didiDcs are perfuaded that he goremed the dtoccfe of Poitiers ieve- 
ral years before his exile. 

(7^^) Seneca <Epift. Iviii) complains that even the t# «r of me 
PlatoaifU {the tns of the bolder fchoobnea) could not be a^efleu 
by a Lktia Doua. 

expreis 
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exprefs the myfterics of the Chriftian faith ; 
and a verbal defeA might introduce into the 
Latin theology, a long train of error or per- 
plexity (74). But as the weftem provincials 
nad the good fortune of deriving their reli- 
gion from an orthodox fource, they pre- 
served with fteadinefs the do6hine which 
they had accepted with docility ; and when 
the Arian peftilence approached their fron- 
tiers, they were fupplied with the feafonable 
prefervative of the Homooufion, by the pa- 
ternal care of the Roman pontiflF. Their 

Council of ^*^^^™^°*^^ ^^^ ^^^^ temper were difplayed in 
R^2, ^ the memorable fynod of Rimini, which fur- 
A. D. 36o.pa£fed in numbers the council of Nice, fince 
It was compofed of above four hundred 
bilhops of Italy, Africa, Spain, Gaul, Bri^ 
tain, and Ulyricum. From the firft debates 
it appeared, that only four-fcorc prelates ad- 
hered to the party, though they affeAed to 
anathematife the name and memory, of 
Arius. But this inferiority was compenfated 
by the advantages of Jkill, of experience, 
an4 of difcipline ; and the minority was 
condi^ded by Valens and Urfacius, two 
biihops of niyricum, who had fpent their 
lives in the intrigues of courts and councils, 
and who had been trained under the Eufe- 
bian banner, in the religious wars of the 
Eaft. By their arguments and negociations, 
they embarraffed, they confounded, they at 
laft deceived, the honeft fimplicity of the 
Latin biftiops ; who fufFered the palladium 

(74) The preference w^ich the fourth council of the Lateran at 
length gave to a numerical rather than a generUal unity (Sec Pctav. 
torn. li, 1. iv, c. 13, p. 424) was favoured by the Latin lan- 
guage ; TfXft; fecnis to exite the idea of fubilancei trinitas of quali < 
ties. 

of 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 333 

of the faith to be extorted from their hands 
by frauds and importunity, rather than by 
open violence. The council of Rimini was 
not allowed to feparate, till the members had 
imprudently fubfcribed a captious creed, in 
which fome expreffions, fufceptible of an 
heretical fcnfe, were inferted in the room 
of the Homooufion. It was on this occafion, 
that, according to Jerom, the world was 
fiirprifed to find itfelf Arian (ys)' But the 
bifhops of the Latin provinces had no fooner 
reached their rcfpeftive diocefes, than they 
difcovercd their miftake, and repented of 
their weaknefs. The ignominious capitula- 
tion was rejefted with difdain and abhor- 
rence : and the Homooufian ftandard which 
had been ihaken but not overthrown, was 
more firmly replanted in all the churches of 
the Weft r76). 

Such was the rife and progrefs, and fuchCo»^»^«f 
were the natural revolutions of thefe theo-^^Jl^'' 
logical difputes, which difturbed the peace Anan « 
of Chriftianity under the reigns of Conftan-*""^^^ 
tine and his fons. But as thofe princes pre- 
fumed to extend their defpotifm over the 
faith, as well as over the lives and fortunes^ 
of their fubje6ls ; the weight of their fuf- 
frage fometimes inclined the ecdefiaftical ba« 
lance ; and the prerogatives of the King of 
Heaven were fettled, or changed, or modi* 
fied, in the cabinet of an earthly monarch. 

(75) Ingemuit tottu erbU, et Arianum fe efie minttu eft. 
«Jlieroiiym. adv. Lucifer, torn, i, p. 145. 

(76) The ftorj of the council of Rimini it Tery ekgintly' told 
by Sulpidiu Sererus (Hift. Sacra, 1. ii, p. 419— 4 jo, edit. Lugd. 
Bat. 1647), and by Jerom, in his dialogue againft the Lnciferians. 
The dddgn of the latter ii to appologize for the condnA of the 
Latin biihopa, who were deceived and who repented. 

The 
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indiffer- Thc Unhappy ^irit of difcord which p«r* 
SIm2ic/"vaded the provinces oftheEafl, ii^terrupted 
A. D. 324. thc triumph of Conftantine ; but the emperor 
continued for fome time to view, with cool 
and carelefs indifference, the obje^ of the 
difpute. As he was yet ignorant of the dif- 
ficulty of appealing the quarrels of theolo- 
gians, he adckefTed to the contending parties, 
to iUexander and to Anus, a naoderating 
cpiftle (77); which may be afcribed, with 
far greater reafon, to the untutored fenfe of 
a foldier and flatefman, than to the dilates 
of any of his epifcopal counfellors. He at- 
tributes the origin of the whole controverfy 
to a trifling and fubtle queftion, concerning 
an incprnprehenfible point of the law, which 
was fooliuily aiked by the bifliop ; and im- 
prudently refolved by the prefbyter. He 
laments that the Chriftian people, who had 
the fame God, the fame religion, and the 
<ame worship, fliould be divided by fuch in- 
confiderable diftin6tionsj and he feriouily 
recommends to the clergy of Alexandria the 
example of the Greek philofophers ; who 
could maintain their arguments without 
lofing their temper, and a&rt their freedom 
without violating their friendfhip. The in- 
difference and contempt of the fovereign 
would have been, perhaps, the mofl effe&ual 
method of filencing the difpute : if the po- 
pular current had been lefs rapid and im- 
petuous } and if Conflantine himfelf, in the 

^ (77) Eufcbius, in Vit. Conftant. 1. 11, c. 64— 7» The pru» 
ciplcB pf tpllcratioti and religious iudifierence, contained in tEn 
cpifile, have given great o^ence to Baronius, Tillemont, &c. -who 
fuppofe tl^at the emperor had fome evil councilor, either Satan or 
Eufcbii^s, 9t hi9 elbow- See J/^rtin*! Remarks, tpau iiy p. 183. 

raidit 
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midft of faftion and fanatifin, could have 
j^eferved the calm poffeffion of his own 
mind. But his ecclefiaftical minifters foon 
contrived to feduce the impartiality of the 
magiftrate, and to awaken the zeal of thcHisical, 
profelyte. He was provoked by the infults-'^-^- 345- 
which had been offered to his ftatues ; he 
was alarmed by the real, as well as the ima- 
ginary magnitude of the fpreading mifchief ; 
and he extinguished the hope of peace and 
toleration, from the moment that he af- 
fembled three hundred bifliops within the 
walls of the fame palace. The prefence of 
the monarch fwelled • the importance of the" 
debate; his attention multiplied the argu- 
ments; and he expofed his pcrfon with a 
patient intrepidity, which animated the va- 
lour of the combatants. Notwithftanding 
the applaufe which has been beftowed on the 
eloquence and fagacitv of Conftantine (78) ; 
a Roman general, whofe religion might be 
ftill a fu^jeA of doubt, and whofe mind h^d 
not been enlightened either by ftudy or by 
infpiration, was indifferently qualified to dif- 
cufs, in the Greek language, a metaphyfical 
queftion, or an article of faith. But the 
credit of his favourite Ofius, who appears to 
have prefided in the council of Nice, might 
dlfpofe the emperor in favour of the orthodox 
party; and a well-timed infinuation, that 
the fame Eufebius of Nicomedia, who now 
protected the heretic, had lately aflifted the 
tyrant (79), might cxafperate him againft 
^ their 

(7S) Bnfebim, In Vit. CoDibntm. L iii, c. 13. 
(79) Thcodorct has preferred (L 1, c. ao) an epiftle from Cob- 
fta^inc to the people of Nicomeda, in which the monarch declares 

him- 
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their adver^tries. The Nicene creed wa^ 
ratified by Conftantine ; and his firm decla- 
ration, that thofe who refitted the divine 
judgment of the fynod, muft prepare them- 
felves for an immediate exile, annihilated 
the murmurs of a feeble oppofition ; which 
from feventeen, was alipoft inftantly re- 
duced to two, protefting bifhops. Eufebius 
' of Caefarea yielded a reludant and ambi- 
guous confent to the Homooufion (80); and 
. tlie wavering conduft of the Nicomedian 
Eufebius ferved only to delay, about three 
months, his difgrace and exile (81). The 
Hepcrfe. impious Arius was banilhed into one of the 
cutes the remote provinces of Ulyricum ; his pcrfon 
"^*' and difciples were branded by law, with the 
odious name of Porphyrians ; his writings 
were condemned to the flames ; and a ca- 
pital punifliment was denounced againft 
thofe in whofe poffeffion they ihould be 
found. The emperor had now imbibed the 
fpirit of controverfy, and the angry farcafiic 
ftyle of his edifts was defigned to infpire 
his fubjefts with the hatred which he had 
conceived againft the enemies of Chrift (82). 

himfelf the public accufer of one of hisfubje^s; he ftvles Eufebius, 
• Tur rvfavviKm ctf/MoniToc a-vfjLfAvqni ; stnd complains of his hoftile be- 
" iiaTiour during the civil war. 

(80) Sec in Socrates (1. i, c. 8), or rather in Theodoret (1. i, 
c. I a), an original letter of Eufebius of Czfarea, in which he at- 
tempts to juftify his fubfcribing the Homoouliou. The charader of 
Eufebius has always been a problem ; but thofe who have read the 
fecond critical epiftle of Le Clerc (Ars Critica, torn, iii, p. 30 — 
69), muft entertain a very unfavourable opinion of the orthodoxj 
and lincerity of the bifhop of Csefarea. 

(81) Athanafius, torn, i, p. 727. Philoftorgius, 1. i, c. 10, 
and Godefroy*6 Commentary, p. 41. 

(82) Socrates, 1. i, c. 9. In his circular letters, which, were 
addrefTed to the feveral cities, Conftantine employed againft the 
heretics the arms of ridicule and«ei»i« raillery. 

But 
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But as if the conduft of the emperor had*°^^« ^; 
been guided by paflion inftead of principle,ty,A!\). 
three years from the council of Nice were3*»— 3i7* 
fcarcely elapfed, before he difcovered fome 
fymptoms of mercy, and even of indul- 
gence, towards the 'profcribed feft,' which 
was fecretly protefted by his favourite fifter. 
The exiles were recalled ; and Eufebius, who 
gradually refumed his influence over the 
mind of Conftantine, was reftored to the 
epifcopal throne, from which he had been 
ignominioufly degraded. Arius himfelf was 
treated by the whole court with the refpect 
which would have been due to an innocent 
and opprefled man. His faith was approved 
by the fynod of Jerufalem ; and the em- 
peror feemed impatient to repair his in- 
juftice, by ifluing an abfolute command, that 
he fliould be foleipnly admitted to the com- 
munion in the cathedral of Conftantinople. 
On the fame day, which had been fixed for 
the triumph of Arius, he expired: — and 
the ftrange and horrid circumftances of his 
death might excite a fufpicion, that the or- 
thodox faints had contributed, more eiEca- 
cioufly than by their prayers, to deliver the 
church from the moft formidable of her 
enemies (83). The three principal leaders 
of the Catholics, Athanafius of Alexandria, 
Euftathius of Antioch, and Paul of Conftan- 
tinople, were depofed on various accufations, 

(83) We derive the original ftory {mm Athanafius (torn, i, p. 
670), who expreffes fome reluiSlance to ftigmatize the memory of 
the dead. He might exaggerate; hut the perpetual commerce of 
Alexandria and Conftantinople would have rendered it dangerous to 
invent. I'hofe who prefs the literal narrative of the death of Arius 
(His bowels fuddcnly burft out in a privy) muft make their option 
between poi/on and miracle. 

Vol. III. Z by 
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by the fcntcnce of numerous councils ; and 
wetc afterwards banifhed into diftant pro- 
vinces by the firft of the Chriftian emptors, 
who, in the lai): moments of his life, re- 
ceived the rights of baptifm from the Arian 
bifliop of Nicomedia. The ecclefiaftical go- 
vernment of Conftantine cannot be juflified 
from the reproach of levity and weaJ^efe. 
But the credulous monarch, unfkilled in the 
ilratagems of theological warfare, might be 
deceived by the modeft and fpecious profef- 
fions of the heretics, whofe fendments he 
never perfeftly undcrftood; and while he 
proteded Arius, and pcrfecuted Athanafius, 
he ftill coniidered the council of Nice as the 
bulwark of the Chriftian faith, and the pe- 
culiar glory of his own reign (84), 
Conftantiui The fous of Couftautine muft have been 
^;?^'^' admitted from their childhood into the rank 
A. D 337 of catechumens, but ^ they imitated, in the 
— i^'- delay of their baptifm, the example of their 
father. Like him, they prefumed to pro- 
. nounce their judgment on^ myfteries into 
which they had never been regularly ini- 
tiated (85) : and the faith of the Trinitarian 
controverfy depended, in a great meafure, 
on the fentiments of Conftantius; who in- 
herited the provinces of the Eaft, and ac- 
quired the poffefEon of the whole empire* The 

(S4) The chmge in the fentiments, or at leaft in the condnA, o£ 
Conftantine, may be traced in Eufebius (in Vit. Conftant. 1. iii, 
c. 23, 1. lY, c. 41), Socrates (1. i, c. 23-^39), Sozomen (L ii» 
c. 16-— 34), Thcodoret (1. i, c. 14 — ^34), and Philoftsrgins (I. ii, 
c. I — 17}. But the firft of thefe writers was too near thefceneof 
a&ion, and the others were too remote from it. It is fingular 
enoueh, that the important taik of continuing; the hiftory of the 
churdi, ihould haYe been left for two laymen and a heretic. 

(85) Quia etiam turn catechumenus facrafflenttitai fidex merito 
▼ideretur potuifle nefcire. Sculp. Sever. Hift. Sacra, 1. ii» p. 410. 

Arian 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 339 

Arian prefbyter or bifhop, who had fecreted 
for his ufe the teftament of the deceafed 
emperor, improved the fortunate occafion 
which had introduced him to the familiarity 
of a prince, whofe public councils were al- 
ways fwayed by his domeftic favourites. 
The eunuchs and flaves diffufed the fpiritual 
poifon through the palace, and the danger- 
ous infcftion was communicated by the fe- 
male attendants to the guards, and by the 
etnprcfs to her unfufpicious hulband (86). 
The partiality which Conftantius always ex- 
preffed towards the Eufebian faftion, was 
infenfibly fortified by the dexterous manage- 
ment of their leaders ; and his viftory over 
the tyrant Magnentius encreafed his inclina- 
tion, ^ well as ability, to employ the arms 
of power in the caule of Arianifm, While 
the two armies were engaged in the plains 
of Murfa, and the fate of the two rivals de- 
pended on the chance of war, the fon of 
Conftantine paffed the anxious moments in a 
church of the martyrs, under the walls of 
the city. His fpiritual comforter, Valens, 
the Arian biihop of the diocefe, employed 
the moft artful precautions to obtain fuch 
early intelligence as might procure either 
his favour or his efcape. A fecret chain of 
fwift and trufty meffengers informed him 
of the viciflltudes of the battle ; and while the 
courtiers flood trembling round their af- 
frighted matter, Valens afiured him that the 

(S6) Socrates, I. ii, «. t. Sozomen, 1. iii, c. i8. Athanaf. 
torn, i, p. 813 — 834. He obfcrvcs, that the cunuchi are the 
natural enemies of the Soft. Compare Ur. Jortin's Remarks on 
Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, vol. W, p. 3, with a. certain genealogy in 
Candide (ch. i'v), which ciwis witli one of the firft companions of 
Chriftopher Colt^nhus. 

. Z2 Gallic 
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GrJiic legions gave way; and infinuated with 
fome prefcncc of mind, that the glorious 
event had been revealed to him by an angel. 
The grateful emperor afcribed his fuccefs 
to the merits and interceflion o^ the bifliop 
of Murfa, whofe faith had deferved the 
public and miraculous approbation of Hea- 
ven (87). The Arians, who confidered as 
their own t^e victory of Conftantius, pre- 
' ferred his glory to that of his Father (8 8)* 
Cyril, bifhop of Jerufalem, immediately 
compofed the defcription of a celeftial crofs, 
encircled with a fplcndid rainbow; which 
during the feftival of Pentccoft, about the 
third hour of the day, had appeared over the 
Mount of Olives, to the edification of the 
devout pilgrims, and the people of the holy 
city (89). The fize of the meteor was gra- 
dually magnified ; and the Arian hiftorian 
has ventured to aflSrm, that it was confpi- 
cuous to the two armies in the plains of 
Pannonia ; and that the tyrant, who is pur- 
pofely reprefented as an idolater, fled before 
the aufpicious fign of orthodox Chrifliani- 
ty (90). 

The 

(87) Sulpicius Severus, in Hift. Sacra, I. ii, p. 405, 406. 

(88) Cyril (apud Baron. A. D. 3 \^, No 26) cxprcfsly obfcnres, 
that in the reign of Conftantine the crofs had been found in the 
bowels of the earth ; bat that it had appeared, in the reij^n of Con-* 
ftantius, in the midil of the heavens. This oppofition evidently 
proves, that Cyril was ignorant of the ftupendous miracle to which 
the converfi< n of Conftantine is attributed; and this ignorance is 
the more furprifmg, fincc it was no moit than twelve years after 
his death that Cyril was confecrated bilhop of Jerufalem, by the , 
immediate fuccefibr of £nfebiu8 pf Caefarea. See Tiliemouty Mem. 
£cclef. torn, viii, p. 715. 

(89) It is not eafy to determiBehow £ar the ingenuity of Cyr3 
might be al&flcd by fome natural appcan^ices'of a folar halo. 

(90) Philoftorgius, 1. iii, c. a6. He is followed by the author 
of the Alexandrian Chronicle, by Cedrenus, and Nicephorus . See 

Gothofred 
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The fcntiments of a judicious ftranger,Arian 
^^'^ho h?s impartially conudered the progrefs^**'*"" 
of civil or ecclefiaftical difcord, are always 
entitled to our notice: and a fliort pafTage of 
Ammianus, who ferved in the armies, and 
ftudied the charafter, of Conftantius, is per- 
haps of more value than many pages of the- 
ological inveclives. " The Chriftian reli- 
" gion, which, in itfelf/' lays that moderate 
hiftorian, " is plain and' fimple, he con- 
** founded by the dotage of fuperftition, 
*^ Inftead of reconciling the parties by the 
** weight of his authority, he chcrifhed and 
** propagated, by verbal difputes, the dif- 
*• ferences which his vain curiofity had ex- 
" cited. The highways wefe covered with 
" troops 6f bifhops, galloping from every 
*** fide to the auemblies, >yhich they caU 
** Yynbds ; and' ^<^hile they laboured to re- 
^* duce thd whole feft to their own parti- 
•* cular opinions, thb public eftablifhment 
** of the potts was almoft ruined by their 
*' hafty and repeated journies (gi)**' Our 
'more intlniate knowledge of the eccle- 
^fiaftical tr'apfa<f^ioris of the reign of Conftan- 
^tiu's, woulcf '.fijrnifli an ample commentary 
oh \ this remarkable paffage ; which juftifi^s 
'the' rational ' apprehenfions of Athanafius, 
that the reftfefs aftivity of the clergy, who 

Gothofred. Diffcrt. p. i88). Thqr could not rcfufe a miracle, 
-cvra fr^m the h4«d>of, ^n esemy. 

(91) So curious a paffage well dcfcrres to be tranfcribed. Chrif- 
tlanam religionem abfolutam et fimpli^eixi) anili fuperftitione con- 
fundens; in qui fcrutandi perplexius, quam componendi gravius 
excitaret difefdia plurima; qus progrefia fufius aluit concertatione 
veiborum, ut caienrit antiftitura jumcntis publicit ultro citroque 
difcurrencibus, per fynodos quas appellant) dum ritum omnem ad 
fuum trahcre conantur ( Valefius reads eo naturj rci vehicularix con- 
cidcrct ncrvos. Ammianut, xxi, i6. 

wan- 
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wandered round the empire in fearch of the 
true faith, would excite the contempt and 
laughter of the unbelieving world (92). As 
foon as the emperor was relieved from the 
terrors of the civil war, he devoted the lei- 
fure of his winter-quarters at Aries, Milan, 
Sirmium, and Conftantinople, to the amufe- 
ment or toils of controverfy : the fword 
of the magiftrate, and even of the tyrant, 
was unfheathed, to enforce the rqafons of the 
theolo^an ; and as he oppofed the orthodox 
faith of Nice, it i$ readily coiifc|fled that 
his incapacity and ignorance were eqiiajj to 
his prefumption (93). The eunuchs, the 
women, and the bifliops, who governed the 
^ Vain and feeble mind of the emperor, h^d 

infpired him with an infuperable diflike tp 
the Homooufion ; but his timid cpnkiem^^ 
was alarmed by the impiety, pf iEtii^^. T^P 
guilt of that, atheift was aggravated Tjy the fuf- 
picious favour of the uiifortunatp .Gallup.; 
and even the death of the Imperial nuniftere, 
who had been maflacred at Antjpch> "^erc 
imputed to the fuggeftiqns of that dasiger^ 
ous fophift. The mine), of Copftan^iis, 
which could neither be mbderajted by re?(* 
fon, nor fixed by faith, yaS' blindly iijapelje^ 
to either fide of the /dark and .eropty abyfe^ 
by his horror of t^ie oppofite ei^t3rcme;yhi5 
alternately embraced and condemned ' the 
fentiments, h^ f^f ceflively;:; b2^nift^.4 ai^d,. rg- 
called the leaders, of thr 'Aiili&^and Semi^ 

(9a) Atbanaf* torn, i, p. I70, 

(tii) Socrates, 1^ iij c. 35— 47- Sozomfia,. 1,. iv, c. IX — ^30. 
Tli'odoret, 1. ii, c. ijS^r'i^ l?hilo&w^. U i^i Cf 4 — ^^9 1- v, 
i, 1—4, 1. vi, c, I— J, ; . ^ . 

» ' ' ; ' ' *- Ariau 
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Arian fadions ^94). During the feafon of 
public bufinefs or feftivity, he employed 
-whole days, and even nights, in felefting 
the words, and weighing the fyllables, which 
compofed his fluftuating creeds. The fubjeft 
of his meditations ftiJl purfued and occupied 
his flumbers; the incoherent dreams of the 
emperor were received as celeftial vifions ; 
and he accepted with complacency the lofty 
title of the Bifliop of Bimops, from thofe 
eccleiiaftics who forgot the intereft of their 
order for the gratification of their paffions. 
The defign of eftablifliing an uniformity of 
dodrine, which had engaged him to convene 
fo many fynods in Gaul, Italy, lUyricum, 
and Afia, was repeatedly baffled by his own 
levity, by the divifions of the Arians, and 
by the refiftance of the catholics ; and he 
rcfolved, as the laft and decifive effort, im- 
perioufly to diftate the decrees of a general 
council. The deftruftive earthquake of Ni- 
comedia, the difficulty of finding a conve- 
nient place, and perhaps fome fecret mo- 
tives of policy, produced an alteration in 
the fummons. The bifhops of the Eaft 
were direfted to meet at Seleucia, in Ifau- 
ria; while thofe of the Weft held their 
deliberations at Rimini, on the coaft of the 
Hadriatic; and, inftead of two or three 
deputies from each province, the whole epif- 
copal body was ordered to march. The 

(94 > Soz^men, 1. iv, c %$. Athanaf. torn, i, p. 831. Tillc- 
mont (Mem. Ecclef. torn, vii, p. 947) has colle&ed feveral in- 
ftances of the haughty faiiaticifm of Conftantius from the detached 
treatifes of Lucifer of Cagliari. The very titles of thefc treatifes 
infpire zeal and terror; " Moriendum pr« Dei Filio.** " Dc Re- 
" gibils Apoftaticis." "Dc non conveniendo cum Ii«retico.** 
" Dc non parcendo in Dcum delinquentibus.** 

Kaftern 
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Eaftern council, after confuming four. days 
in fierce and unavailing debate, feparated 
without any definitive conclufion. The 
council of the Weft was protrafted till the 
feventh month. Taurus, the praetorian 
prxfeft, was inftnifted not to difmifs the 
prelates till they fhould all be united in the 
fame opinion ; and his efforts were fupported 
by a power of banifliing fifteen of the moft 
refraftory, and a promiie of the confulfliip 
A, D. 360. if he atchieved fo diificult an adventure. 
His prayers and threats, the authority of th^ 
fovereign, the fophiftry of Valens and Urfa- 
cius, the diftrefs of cold and hunger, and 
the tedious melancholy of a hopelefs exile, 
at length extorted the reludant confent of 
the bimops of Rimini. The deputies of the 
Eaft and of the Weft attended the Emperor 
in the palace of Conftantinople, and he en- 
joyed the fatisfaclion of impofing on the 
world a profeflion of faith which eftabliihed 
the itkeyiefsj without expreffing the confub- 
Jlantiality^ of the Son of God (95). But the 
triumph of Arianifm had been preceded by 
the removal of the orthodox clergy, whom 
it was impoffible either to intimidate or to 
corrupt ; and the reign of Conftantius was 
difgraced by the unjuft and inefiedual per- 
Ipcption of the great Athanafius. 
Chara<aer ^ We liavc fcldom an . opportunity of ob- 
^nd Mvcn.ferving, either in active oy fpeculativc life, 
^^^IJ^'vAx^x effeft may be produced, or what obfta- 
cles may be furmoiinted, by the force of a 
finglc mipd^ wlien jt is inflexibly applied to 

r95).Scii!p. Sever. Hift. Sacra, I. ii, p. 418—430. The Greek 
hi/larans v,^'re v^iy ignorant of the affiiirj of the Weft, 

*■■'■■■■ ■ • ■ : ' •• flic 
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the purfuit of a fingle objcft. The immor- 
tal name of Athananus (96; will never be fe- 
parated from the Catholic doftrine of the 
Trinity, to whofe defence he confecrated every 
moment and every faculty of his being. 
Educated in the family of ^exander, he had 
vigoroufly oppofed the early prqgrefs of the 
Arian herefy : he exercifed the important 
funftions of fecretary under the aged prelate ; 
and the fathers of the Nicene council beheld 
with furprife and refpeft, the rifing virtues 
of the young deacon. In a time of public 
danger, the dull claims of age and of rank 
are fometimes fuperfeded ; and within 
five months after his return from Nice,, the 
deacon Athanafius was feated on the archie- 
pifcopal throne of Egypt. He filled that^ J^' ^** 
eminent ftation above forty-fix y^ars, and^. 
his long adminiftration was fpent in a per- * 
petual combat againfl: the powers of Ariar 
nifm. Five times was Athanafius expelled 
from his throne ; twenty years he paffed as 
an exile or a ftigitive ; and almofl: every pro-' 
vince of the -Roman empire was fucceffively 
witnefs to his merit, and his fufferings in ^ 
the caufe of the Homooufibn, which hecon- 
fideredas the fole pleafiire and bufinefs, as 
the duty, and as the glory, of his lifcj 

(96) We may regret that Gregory Naziansen compofed a pane*- 
gyric inftead of a Uk of Athanafius ; but we fliould enjoy and im- 
prove the advantage of drawing pur moA authentic materialt frpm 
the rich fund of his own epiilles'and apologies (torn, i, p^ 670-— 
.951'. I (hall not imitate the example of Socrates (1 ii, c. |), 
who pubiifticd the firft edition of hit hiftory without giving himfelf 
the trouble to confult the writings of Athanafius. Yet even So- 
crates, the mere curious Sozomen, and the learned Theodoret, con- 
ncift the life of Athanafius with the feries of ecclefiailical hiftory. 
Thediliger.ee of Tilkmont (torn, viii) and of the Bencdidine edi- 
tors, has collctlcd every fadi, and examined every difficulty. 

Amidft 
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Amidft the ftcrms of perfecution, the arch- 
bifhop of Alexandria was patient of labour, 
jealous of £une, carelefs of fafety ; and al- 
though his mind was tainted' by the conta- 
g'on of fanaticifm, Athanafius difplayed a 
periority of charader and abilities, which 
would have qualified him, far better than the 
degenerate fons of Conilantine, for the go- 
vernment of a great monarchy. His learn- 
ing was much lefs profound and exteniive 
than that o£ Eufebius of Caefarea, and his 
rude eloquence could not be compared with 
the polimed oratory of Gregory or Baiil; 
hut whenever the primate of Egypt was 
called upon to juftify his fentiments or his 
condud, his unpremeditated ftyle, either of 
fpeaking or writing, was clear, for<:ible, and 
perfuafive. He has always been revered in 
the orthodox fchool, as one of the moft ac- 
curate mailers of the Chrifiian theology ; 
and he. was fuppofed to-pbfiefs two prohine 
iciences, leis adapted to the . epifcopal charac- 
ter; the knowledge of jurifprudence '97), 
and that of divination (98 ^ Some fortu- 
n^e conjedures of future events, which im- 
' partial reafoners- mi^xt afcribe to the expe-^ 
Hence, and " judgment of Athanafius, were 
attributed by his friends to heavenly infpira- 
tibn, and imputed by his enemies to infernal 

(97) Sulpicius Sevcrua (Hiil. Sacra, 1. ii, p. 39^) calls him a 
lawyer, a jurifconfult. This charadlcr cannot now be difcovcred 
cither m the life or writiiigs of Athanafius. 

. (9S) Picebamr enimfatidicarumforttum-fidem, quxve augttrales 
pfMTtenderent alites fcicntiliimc calicns aliquoties prsedixifle futura. 
Ammianus, iv, 7. A prophecy, or rather a joke, is related by 
Sozomen (I, it, c. 10), which evidently proves (if the crows 
fpcak Latin) tlmt AthaasSus undcrilood the language of the crows. 

But 
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But as Athanafius was continually en- 
gaged with the prejudices, and paflions of 
every order of men from the njonk. to the 
emperor, the knowledge of human nature 
wa^ his fird and moft import;anjt fciemce. He 
preferved a diitin£t and unbroken view of a 
Icene which was inceflantly fliifting ). and 
never failed to improve .thofe dcdiiye mo- 
ments "which are irrqcoveraWy pa[ft l?)?fore 
they are perceived by a oorpmoneycV 1?hjc 
apchbiihop of Alexandria Ty^ c^gabie of dif- 
^giiifhmg how fw he might IjoI^Iy com- 
mand^ and wh^re Jue rpuft dexterpvfly il^ii- 
nuate ; how long he mi^t contQjqd, with 
power, and when he muft withdraw .from 
perfecutibh ; an4 whjilp- h^ divQ^ie^dil thp 
thuijud^3r of the churct^ ag^inft herefy^ arid 
r^b^on, ha could affume/in the. bpfomipf ' 
his own party, .the flexible and. indulgent - 
t^niippr of a prudent leader* l^he ele<9iQiv6f 
Aliaipafius has not efcaped tji^ reprbatcti.^^f 
irregularity aiici precipitajdpn (:99); bVit^jt;he 
propriety: V of his, behaviouff .CQnQili^te4.the 
^c^B& '^tlVr Rf : tha. clergy., wd <^,}kp 
j>eop(4. JTh^V'iUe:*^ were, impati^n^t 

to rife.m arms 'foV/the defence qf a^; ^^^^^^ 
quent and literal paftor. In his diftrefs he 
^^JtwiAys. derived fupport, Qr at Igi^r cjonfo- 
l^tion^ from the faithful attachment of hfe 
j^^pV^alr^il^gy/i and the hundred .bii^6]^ 
of Egypt adhered^ with unfhaken zeal, t6 
the caufe bf Athahafius. In the modeft 

(99) The irregular ordinatiop of Athanaiius wsi» flightly mca- 
tioned in the co««oi]B which were h^Id stgainft him* See Philoftorg. 
1, ii, c. ir, and Godefroy, p. 71: hut it can fcarcely be fuppofed 
that the afiembl/ of the biibops of Egypt would folemniy atteft ^. 
public fdlfcliood. Athanaf. torn, i, p. 7^6. 
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cquijJajje, which pride and poliqr would 
affcft, he frequently performed the epifcopal 
vifitation of his provinces, from the mouth 
of the Nile to the confines of -ffithiophia ; 
familiarly converfing. with the meaneft of 
the populace, and humbly lahiting the 
faints and hermits ;■ of the defert (loo). 
Nor wa3 it only in' eccJefiafticai affemblies, 
among menwhofe education and manners 
were fimilar to his own, that Athanafius 
difplayed the afcendancy of his genius. He 
appeared with eafy and rcfpeftful firmnefs 
in the courts of princes j and in the various 
turns of his'profperous and advqrie fortune, 
he never loft the confidence of his friends, 
or the efteem of his enemies. 
Terfecutio-.^I^^ ^i« youth, thej>rimate of Egypt re- 
againft fifted the great Conftanuhe, who had re- 
^'^»fi«*»peatedlyfignified his will, that Ariiis fhould 
' ^^°* be refltordd to the Cathblic communion ( i o i ) • 
The emperor refpe^ed, and might 'forgive, 
this, inflexible rrfoltrtion ; Wid the femon 
who confidered \ Athanafius as their" \moft 
formidable enemy, were confffaln^d'tO dif- 
femblc' their hatred,' and -fifenfly ^ to pfdpar^ 
aniridirea. and: diftant aifeult* 'They;fcat- 

" (lOo) Sec the Hiftory of the t^ati'cTi of the Deferti pl»^%ed% 
ILofwfiide: . Md/riUcmont Jl^eii|/ 4«<i«fv;t«**':fy?s Ht dip- lives of 
Antojiy, Pachomp, 3cc. Athtnafius himfelf^^ whp did not dif- 
daln ' to dimpofe the life of hre rtirrti \4fntony ^It W irtiref ully obferved 
.how pft^n the -holy monltjdepfai39d,'ai^d prppiKfif^ t|iei|mfc%ie&-9f 
the ^ian Herefy . AthanaC torn. . ii» . p» 49 ^rrA9 V W* -' 

(loi) At firft Conftantine threatened in Jffgaiingf^\iut requefted 
in ivriilnoTy zai a.y-xp'a; fxtv »j -«jX«, -^^a^eev hy *itttf. His letters gra- 
^SWf imitAe&a 'menacing tone; "but while ha - required that the 
fcntfarrtco of tlie church ihould be open to ally he 'aToided the odious 
'nafti?' of Anns. Athanafius, like a Ikilful politician, has accurately 
marked , thefe> diftindtioiis (torn, i, p» 788), which allowed him 
foni'i fcope for cxcufe and delay. 

tercd 
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tered rumonrs and fufpicions, reprefented 
the archbifhop as a proud and opprafive 
tyrant, and boldly accufed him of violating 
the treaty which had been ratified in the 
Nicene council, with the fchifmatic followers 
of Meletius (102). Athanafius had openly 
difapproved that ignominious peace, and the 
emperor was difpofed to believe, that he 
had abufed his ecciefiaftical and civil power, 
to perfecute thofe odious feftaries ; that he 
had facriligioufly broken a chalice in one of 
their churches of Maraeotis j that he had 
whipped or imprifoned fix of their bifliOps ; 
and that Arfenius, a feventh bifhop of the 
fame party, had been murdered, or at leaft 
mutilated, by tlie cruel hand of the primate 
(103). Thefe charges which affected his 
honour and his life, were referred by Con- 
ftantine to his brother Dalmatius the Cenfor, 
who refided at Antioch ; the fynods of Cae- 
farea and Tyre were fucceflively convened ; 
and the bifhops of the Eaft were inftrufted 
to judge the caufe of Athanafius, before 
they proceeded to confecrate the new church 
of the Refurreclion ajt Jerufalem. The pri- 
mate might be confcious of his innocence ; 
but he was fenfible, that the fame impla- 
cable fpirit which had dictated the accufation, 
would direct the proceeding, and pronounce 

(loa) The MeletiaDs in Egypt, like the Donatlfts in Africa, 
were produced by an epifcopal qnarrel which arofe from the pcrfecu- 
tion. I haTC not Jeifurc to poHue the obfcure controvcrfy, which 
feems to have been miiieprefented by the partiality of Athanafius, 
and the ignorance of Epiphanius. See Moihcim's General Hiflory 
of the Church, vol. i, p. 201. 

(103) The trcatmeat of the fix biihops is fpecified by Sozomen 
(h ii, e: 15 ) ; but Athanafius kimfelf, fo copious on the fiibjc<£l of 
Arfenius and the chalice, leaves this grave accufiitioa without a 
reply, 

the 
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the fentence. He pnidendy declined the 
tribunal of his enemies, defpifed the fum- 
mons of the fynod of Caefarea; and, after 
a long and artful delay, fubmitted to the 
peremptory commands of the emperor, who 
threatened to punilh his criminal difobe- 
dience if he reftifed to appear in the council 
A.l>. 335.Qf yyj.g (104J. Before Athanafius, at the 
head of fifty Egyptian prelates, failed from 
Alexandria, he had wifely fecured the al- 
liance of the Meletians ; Aiid Arfenius him- 
fclf, his imaginary viftim, and his fccret 
friend, was privately concealed in his train. 
The fynod of Tyre was conduced by Eufe- 
bius of Caefarea, with more paflion, and 
with lefs art, than his learning and expe- 
rience might promife ; his numerous fee- 
tion repeated the names of homicide and 
tyrant ; and their clamours were encouraged 
by the feeming patience of Athanafius ; who 
expected the decifive moment to produce 
Arfenius alive and unhurt in the midft of 
the affembly. The nature of the other 
charges did not admit of fuch clear and 
fatistaftory replies ; yet the archbifliop was 
able to prove, that, in the village, where 
he was accufed of breaking a confecrated 
chalice, neither church nor altar nor chalice 
could really exift. The Arians, who had 
fecretly determined the guilt and condem- 
nation of their enemy, attempted, however, 
to difguife their injuftice by the imitation 
of judicial forms: the. fynod appointed an 

(104) Athkfuf. torn. I, p. 788. Socrates, L i, c. 2S. Sozo- 
men, 2. ti, c %s* The emperor, in his £piflie of Convocatioa 
(Eufeb. in Vtt. Conftant, 1. iy, c. 42), feems to prejudge feme 
members of the clergy, and it was more than probable that the 
fynod would apply thofe reproaches to Athanafius. 

epifcopal 
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cpifcopal commiffion of fix delegates to col- 
left evideRce on the fpot ; and this meafure, 
which was vigouroufly oppofed by the 
Egyptian bifliops, opened new fcenes of 
violence and perjury (105). After the re- 
turn of the deputies from Alexandria, the 
majority of the council pronounced the final 
fentence of degradation and exile againft 
the primate of Egypt, The decree, expreffed 
in the fierceft language of malice and re- ' 
vcnge, was communicated to the emperor 
and the catholic church; and the bifliops 
immediately refumcd a mild and devout Jif- 
ped:, fuch as became their holy pilgrimage 
to the Sepulchre of Chrift (106). 

But the injufliice of thefe ecclefiaftical"«fifft 
judges had not been countenanced by the^LD.e. 
fubmiffion, or even by the prefence, of 
Athanafius. He refolved to make a bold 
and dangerous experiment, whether the 
throne was inacceflible to the voice of 
truth ; and before the final fentence could 
be pronounced at Tyre, the intrepid pri- 
mate threw himfelf into a bark, which was 
ready to hoifl: fail for the Imperial city. The 
requeft of a formal audience might have 
been oppofed or eluded; but Athanafius 
concealed his arrival; watched the moment ' 
of Conftantine's return from an adjacent 
villa, and boldly encountered his angry 
fovereign as he paffed on horfeback through 

(105) See, in particular, the fecond Apology of Athanafius 
(torn, i, p. 763-^808), and his Epiftlcs to the Monks (p. 808 — 
866). They are juiUfied by original and authentic documents; hut 
they would infpire more confidence, if he appeared lefs innocent, 
and his enemies lefs abfurd« 

(xo6) Eafebius in Vit. Confiantin. L it, c. 4i-^47- 

the 
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the principal ftrcet of Conftantinople. So 
firange an apparition excited his furprife 
and indignation ; and the guards w^ere or- 
dered to remove the importunate fuitor; 
but his refentment was fubdued by involun- 
tary refpeft ; and the haughty fpirit of the 
emperor was awed by the courage and elo- 
quence of a bifliop, who implored his juf- 
tice and awakened his confcience (107). 
Conftantine liftened to the complaints of 
Athanafius with impartial and even gracious 
attention; the members of the fynod of 
Tyre were fummoned to juftify their pro- 
ceedings ; and the arts of the Lufebian 
faftion would have been confounded j 
if they had not aggravated the guilt of 
the primate by the de:tterous fuppoiition 
of an unpardonable offence; a criminal 
defign to intercept and detain the corn 
fleet of Alexandria, which fupplied the 
fubfiftence of the new capital (io8». The 
emperor was fatisfied that the peace of 
Egypt would be fecured by the abfence of 
a popular leader; but he refufed to fill 
the vacancy of the archiepifcopal throne; 
and the fentence, which, after long hefita- 

, (107) Athanaf. torn, i, p, 804. In a churck dedicated to St. 
Athanafius, this fituation would afford a better fubje^ for a pi6ture» 
than mofl of the ftories of miracles and martyrdoms. 

(108) Athanaf. torn, i, p. 729. Eunapius has related (ia Vit. 
Sophift. p. 3^*, 37, edit Commclin) a ftrange example of the 
cruelty and credulity of Conftantine on a fimiiar occafion. The 
eloquent Sopater, a Syrian philofopher, enjoyed his friendlhip, and 
ptovoked the refentment of Ablavius, his Praetorian prasfe^. 
The corn fleet was detained for want of a fouth-wind : the people 
«f Conftantincfple were difcontented ; and Sepater was beheaded 
OB a charge that he had bound the winds by the power of magic. 
Suidas adds, that Conftantine wiflied to prove, by this execution^ 
that h« had abfolutely renounced the fupcrftition of the Gentiles. 

tion, 
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tion, he pronounced, was that of a jealous 
oftracifniy rather than of an ignominious 
exile. In the remote province of Gaul, but 
ill the hofpitable court of Treves, Athana- 
fius pafled about twenty-eight months. The 
death of the emperor changed the face of 
public affairs; and, amidft the general in^^^^reac 

S , r . 1 ^. ration, 

dulgence of a young reign, the prunate wasA.D. 338. 
reftored to his country by an honourable 
cdift of the younger Conftantine, who ex- ^ 
preffed a deep fenfe of the innocence and 
merit of his venerable gueft (109). 

The death of that prince expofed Atha-Hi» fecond 
nafius to a fecond perfecution; and the*"^**»'^*^- 
feeble Conftantius, the fovereign of the^^'* 
Eaft, foon became the fecret accomplice of 
the Eufebians. Ninety bilhops of that fed 
or fa6)ion affembled at Andoch, under the 
fpecious pretence of dedicating the cathedral, 
* They compofed an ambiguous creed, which 
is faintly tinged with the colours of the 
Semi-Afianifm, and twenty-five canons, . 
which ftill regulate the difcipline of the or- 
thodox Greeks (i 10). It was decided, with 
feme appearance of equity, that a bifhop, 
deprived by a fynod, fhould not refume his 
epucopal funftions, till he had been abfolved 
by the judgment of an equal fyaod ; the 
law was immediately applied to the cafe of 

(109) In his return he faw Conftantius twice, at Viminiacum 
and at Csfarea in Cappadocia. (Athanaf. torn, i, p. 676) Tille- 
mont fuppofes that Conftantine introduced him to the meeting of 
the three ro^al brothers in Pannonia. ■ (Memoire Ecclef. torn, 
▼iii, p. 69;. 

(ifo) Sco Bcvcridge PandcA. torn, i, p. 419 — ^45*, and tonu 

, ii, Annotation, p. 182. Tillemont Mem. Ecclef. torn, vi, p. 310 

—324. St, Hilary of Poitiers has mentioned this fynod of Antioch 

with too much favour and rcfpeiSl. He reckons nlnety-feven biihops. 

Vol. IIL A a Atha- 



J54 THE DECLINE AND f'ALL 

Athanafius; the council of fei» Antioch 
pronounced, or rather confirmed, his degra- 
dation : a ftranger named Gregory, was 
feated on the throne ; and Philagrius (iii), 
the prsefeft of Egypt, was inftrufted to fup- 
port the new primate with the civil and mi- 
litary powers of the province. Oppreffed 
by the confpiracy of the Afiatic prelates, 
Athanafius withdrew from Alexandria, Snd 
paflfed three years (112) as an exile and a 
fuppliant on the holy threfliold of the Vati- 
can (113). By the afliduous ftudy of the 
Latin language, he foon qualified himfelf 
to negociate w4th the weftern clergy; his 
decent flattery fwayed and direded the 
haughty Julius: the Roman pontiflf was 
perfuaded to confider his appeal as the pe- 
culiar intereft of the Apoftolic fee ; and his 
innocence was unanimoufly declared in a 
council of' fifty bifhops of Italy. At the 

(ill) This magiftrate, fo odious to Athanafius, is praifed b^ 
Gregory Naziaozen, torn, i, Orat. xxi, p. 390, 391. 

Saepe prcmente Deo fert Deus alter opem 
For the credit of human nature, I am always pleafed to difcover 
fome good qualities in thofe men whom party has reprefented as 
tyrants and monfters. 

(■II a) The chronological difficulties which perplex the refidence 
of Athai^us at Rome, are fbremioufly agitated by Valefius (Obfer- 
Tat. ad^Bbem, torn. ii. Hift. Ecclef. 1. i, c. i — 5) and TiUe- 
mont (MaH^ Ecclef. torn, viii, p. 674, &c.) I have followed 
the fimple hypothcfis of Valefius, who siUows only one joiimtfy, 
after the intrufion of Gregory. 

(113) I cannot forbear traafcribing a judicious obfervation of 
Wetftem (Prolegomen. N. T. p. i^): Si tamen Hiftoriam Eccle* 
fiafticam velimus donfulere^ patebit jam inde a feculo quarto, cum, 
ortis controverfiis, ecclefisc Orsciae dotStores in duas partes fcinde- 
restur, ingenio, eloquentil,' numero, tantum non aequales, cam 
partem qus vincere cupiebat Romam confufiiTe, majeftatemque 
pontificis comiter coluiife, eoque pado opprelus per pontificcm et 
q$ifcopos Latinos adverferiis prsBTaluifle, atque orthodoxiam in 
eonciliis ftabilivifie. Earn ob caufam Athanafius^ non fine conutotu, 
Kcmiam petiit, plurefque annos ibi hxfit. 

end 
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end of three years, the primate was fum- 
moned to the court of Milan by the emperor 
Confiansy who, in the indulgence of un- 
lawful pleafures, ftill profeffed a lively re- 
gard for the orthodox feith. The caufe of 
truth and juftice was promoted by the in- 
fluence of. gold (114), and the minifters of 
Conftans advifed their fovereign to require 
the convocation of an ecclefiaftical affembly, 
which might aft as the reprefentatives of ^ j^ ,^5 
the Catholic chm-ch. Ninety-four bifliops 
of the Weft, feventy-fix bifliops of the Eaft, en- 
countered each other at Sardica, on the 
verge of the two empires, but in the do- 
minions of the proteftor of Athanafius. 
Their debates foon degenerated into hoftile al- 
tercations ; the Aiiatics, apprehenfive for 
their perfonal fafety, retired to Philippopolis 
in Thrace ; and th6 rival fynods reciprocally 
hurled their fpiritual thunders againft their 
enemies, whom they pioufly condemned as 
the enemies of the true God. Their decrees 
were publiflied and ratified in their refpec- 
tive provinces ; and Athanafius, who in the 
Weft was revered as a faint, was expofed as 
a criminal to the abhorrence of the Eaft (115). 
The council of Sardica reveals the firft fymp- 
t(Hns of difcord and fchifm between the 

(114) Philoftorgius, 1. iii, c. X3. If any corruption was ufed 
to promote the intereft of religion, an advocate of Athanafius might 

- juftify or excuie this queftionable condudfc, by the example of Cato 
and Sidney ; the former of wlibm is /aid to have given, and the 
latter to have received, a bribe, in the caufe of liberty. 

(115) The Canon, which allows appeals to the Roman pontiffs, 
has almofl raifed the council of Sardica to the dignity of a general 
council; and its aids have been ignorantly or artfully confounded 
with thofe of the Nicenefynod. See Tillemont, torn, viii, p. 689, 
and Gcddes's Tra<ft», vol, ii, p. 419—460. 

A a 2 Greek 
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Greek and Latin churches, which were fe*- 
parated by the accidental difference of faitR, 
and the permanent diftinction of language* 
mfoor^"" I^^ring his fecond exile in the Weft, Atha- 
A.D,349. nafius was frequently admitted to the Impe- 
rial prefencc; at Capua, Lodi, Milan, Ve- 
rona, Padua, Aquileia, and Treves. The 
bifhop of the diocefe ufually aflifted at thefe 
interviews; the mafter of the offices flood 
before the veil or curtain of the facred apart- 
ment; and the uniform moderation of the 
primate might be attefted by thefe refpec- 
table witneffes, to whofe evidence he fa- 
lemnly appeals (ii6). Prudence would un- 
doubtedly luggeft the mild and refpeftful 
tone that became a fubjeft and a bifhop. In 
thefe familiar conferences with the fovereign 
of the Weft, Athanafius might lament the 
error of Conftantius ; but he boldly arraigned 
the guilt of his eunuchs and his Arian pre- 
lates; deplored the diftrefs and danger of 
the Catholic church; and excited Conftans 
to emulate the zeal and glory of his father* 
The emperor declared his refolutioh of em- 
ploying the troops and treafures of Europe 
in the orthodox caufe; and fignified, by a 
concife and peremptory epiftle to his bro- 
ther Conftantius, that unlefs he confented 
to the immediate reftoration of Athanafius, 
he himfelf, with a fleet and army, would 
feat the archbifhop on the throne of Alex- 
andria (117). But this religious war, fo 

horrible 

(1 16) As Athanafius difperfed fccret iaveaives againft Conftan- 
ti«s (fee the Epiftle to the Monks), at the fame time that he af- 
furcd him of his profound refped, we might diftruft the profeffions 
of the archbifhop. Tom. i, p. 677. ' 

(117) Notwithftanding the difcreet filence of Athanafius, and 
the manifeft forgery of a letter inferted by Socrates, thefe menaces 

are 
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liorrible to nature, was prevented by the 
timely compliance of Conftaatius; and the 
emperor of the Eaft condefcended to folicit 
a reconciliation with a fubjedl whom he had 
injured. Athanafius waited with decent 
pride, till he had received three fucceffive 
epiftles full of the ftrongeft aflurances of the 
proteftion, the favour, and the efteem of 
his fovereign; who invited him to refumc 
his epifcopal feat, and who added the humi« 
liating precaution of engaging his principal 
minifiers to atteft the fincerity of his inten- 
tions. They were manifefied in a ftill more 
public manner, by the ftrift orders which 
awere difpatched into Egypt to recal the ad- 
herents of Athanafius, to reftore their pri- 
vileges, to proclaim their innocence, and to 
-eraae from the public regifters the illegal 
proceedings which had been - obtained during 
the prevalence of the Eufebian faftion. At- 
ter every fatisfaftion and fecurity had been 
given, which juftice or even delicacy could 
require, the primate proceeded, by flow 
journeys, thr9ugh the provinces of Thrace, 
Afia, and Syria ; and his progrefs was 
marked 1)y the abjed: homage of the Oriental 
bifliops, who exated his contempt without 
deceiving Ws penetration (118). At An- 

are proved by the m^ueftionable evidence of Lucifer of CagUari, 
and CTcn of ConlUntius himfclf. See Tillemont, torn, viii, p. 

(x'i8) I have always entertained fome doubts concerning the re- . 
tra&atioBof Urfaciutand Valens (Athanaf. torn, i, ,p. 776). Their 
epiftles to Jnlius biihop of Rome, and to Athanafius himfelf, are of 
fo different a caft from each other, that they cannot both be 
l^enuine. The one fpeaks the language of criminals who confefs 
their guilt and infamy ; the other of enemies, who folicit on equal 
icrms an honourable reconciliation. 

tioch 
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tioch he faw the emperor Conftantius ; fuf- 
tained, with modefl firmnefs, the embraces 
aod proteftations of his mafter, and eluded 
the {H'opofal of allowing the Arians a fingle 
chm*ch at Alexandria, by claiming, in the 
other cities of the empire, a fimilar tolera- 
tion for his own party; a reply which might 
have appeared jufi and moderate in the 
mouth of an independent prince. The en- 
trance of the archbiihop into his capital was a 
triumphal proceflion ; abfence and perfecution 
had endeared him to the Alexandrians ; his au- 
thority, which he exercifed with rigour, w^as 
more firmly eftabliihed; and his fame was 
difiufed from ^Ethiopia to Britain, over the 
whole extent of the Chriftian world (119). 
Rcfcm- But the fubjeft who has reduced his prince 
conft^n- *o the neceffity of diffembling, can never ex- 
tiuf. A. D.peft a fincere and lafting forgivenefs; and 
^•^'' the traffic fate of Conftans, loon deprived 
Athanamis of a powerful and generous jwo- 
teftor. The civil war between the aflaflin 
and the only furviving brother of Conftans, 
which afilifted the empire above three years, 
fecured an interval of repofe to the Catholic 
church ; and the two contending parties 
were defirous to conciliate the friendfli]|> of 
,a bifliop, who, by the weight of his perfodaal 
• authority, might determine the fluftuating 
refolutions of an important province. He 
gave audience to the ambaffadors of the ty- 
rant, with whom he was aftei-wards acaifed 

(119) The circiimftances of his fecond return may be collected 
from Athanafius himfelf, torn, i, p. 769 and 822 — 843. Socrates, 
1. ii, c. 18. Sozomcn, 1. iii, c. 19. Theodcret, 1. ii,c. Ii, la, 
Philoflorgius, 1. iii, c. 12. 

• - - of 
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of holding a fecret correfpondence (120), 
and the emperor Conftantine repeatedly af- 
fured his deareft father, the moft reverend 
Athanafius, that, notwithftanding the ma- 
licious rumours which were circulated by 
their common enemies, he had inherited the 
fentiments, as well as the throne, of his de- 
ceafed brother f 121). Gratitude and huma- 
nity would have difpofed the primate of 
Egypt to deplore the untimely fate of Con- 
ftans ; and to abhor the guilt of Magnentius ; 
but as he clearly underftood that the appre- 
henfions of Conftantius were his only fafe- 
guard, the fervour of his prayers for th^ 
luccefs of the righteous caufe might perhaps 
be fomewhat abated. The ruin of Athana- 
fius was no longer contrived by the obfcure 
malice of a few bigotted or angry bifliops, 
who abufed the authority of a credulous 
monarch. The monarch himfelf avowed the 
j-efolution, which he had fo long fuppreffed, 
of avenging his private injuries (122); and 
the firft winter after his viftory, which he 
paffed at Aries, was employed againft an 
enemy more odious to him than the van- 
quiihed tyrant of Gaul. 

If the emperor had capricioufly decreed CoundU of 
the death of the moft eminent and vir- ^"ji^^^"^ 

tuous citizen of the republic, the cruel a. d/ 353 

—355. 

(no) Athanafius (tom.'i, p. 677, 678) defends his innocence 
hj pathetic complaints, folemn aiTertions, and fpecious arguments. 
He admits that letters had been forged in hjs name, but he requefts 
that his own fecretaries, and thofe of ihc tyrant, may be examined, 
whether thofe letters had been written by the former or received by 
the latter. 

(ill) Athanaf. torn, i, p. 825—844. 

(21) Athanaf torn; i, p. 861. Theodoret, 1. ii, c. ;6. The 
emperor declared, that he was more defirous to fubdue Athanafius, 
than he had been to vanquilh Magnentius or.Sylvaixus. 

order 
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order would have been executed without 
hefitation, by the minifters of open violence 
or of fpecious inJuiHce. The caution, the 
delay, tne difficulty with which he pro- 
ceeded in the condemnation and puniihrnent 
of a popular biihop, difcovered to the world 
that the privileges of the church had already 
revived a fenfe of order and freedom in 
the Roman government. The fentencc 
which was pronounced in the fynod of Tyre, 
and fubfcribed by a large majority of the 
eafiem bifhops, had never been exprefsly 
repealed; and as Athanaiius had been 
once degraded from his epifcopal dignity by 
the judgment of his brethren, every fub- 
fequent aft might be confidered as irregular, 
and even criminal. But the memory of the 
firm and effeftual fupport which the primate 
of Egypt had derived from the attachment 
of the weftern church, engaged Conftantius 
to fufpend the execution of tne fentence, till 
he had obtained the concurrence of the 
Latin bifliops. Two years were confumed 
in ecclefiaftical negociations ; and the impor- 
tant caufe between the emperor and one of 
his fubjefts was folemnly debated, firft in 
the fynod of Aries, and afterwards in the 
great council of Milan (123), which con- 
Sfted of above three hundred bifhops. Their 
integrity was gradually undermined by the 
.arguments of the Arians, the dexterity of the 
eunuchs, and the preffing folicitations of a 

( 113^ The afTain of the council of Milan are fo imperfeiftly and 
firroi:fcoufly related by the Greek writers, that we muft rejoice in 
tlk(t fupply of fome letters of Eufebius, extraded by Baronius, from 
the archives of the church of Vercellat, and of an old life ©f Di- 
onyfius of Milan, publifhed by Bollandus See Baronius, A. D.' 
35i> and TiUemont, torn, vii, p. 14 >^, 

. ' prince 
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prince, who gratified his revenge at the ex- 
pence of his dignity ; and expofed his own 
paffions, whilft he influenced thofe of the 
clergy. Corruption, the moft infallible 
fymptom of conftitutional liberty, was fuc- 
cefsniUy praftifcd: honours, gifts, and im- 
munities were offered and accepted as the 
price of an epifcopal vote (124), and the 
condemnation of the Alexandrian primate 
was artfully reprefented, as the only meafure 
which could reftore the peace and union of 
the Catholic church. The friends of Atha- 
naiius were not, however, wanting to their 
leader, or to their caufe. With a manly 
fpirit, which the fanftity of their charafter 
rendered lefs dangerous, they maintained, 
in public debate, and in private conference 
with the emperor, the eternal obligation of 
religion and juftice. They declared, that 
neither the hope of his favour, nor the fear 
of his difpleafure, fliould prevail on them 
to join in the condemnation of an abfent, an 
innocent, a refpedable brother (125). They 
affirmed, with apparent reafon, that the illegd 
and obfolete decrees of the council of Tyre had 
long fincebeen tacitly abolilhed by the Imperial 
edia:s, the honourable re-eftablifhment of 

(144) Tlie hooovn, pefents, feafts, which feduced fo many 
}>ilh^w, are mcntioiied with indignation by thofe who were too pure 
or too proud to accept them. " We combat (fays Hilary of Poitiers) 
** againft Conftantius the antichrlft; who firokes the belly inftead 
'' of fceurging the back;" qui non dorfa caedit, fed ventrem pal* 
^at. Hilarius h«ntra Conftant. c. 5, p. 1240. 

(125) Something of this bppolition is mentioned by Ammianus 
(xv, 7), who had a very dark and fuperficial knowledge of eccle- 
fiaftical hiftory. Liberius . * . pcrfeveranter renitebatur, hcc 
yifum homjjiem, nee auditum damnare nefas ultimum faepe excla- 
mans; ap^te fcilicet recalcitrans Impe/atoris arbitrio. Id enim ille 
Athana^o femper i;ifeftys, .&c. ■ , ■ 

the 
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the archbilhop of Alexandria, and the 
(leoce or recantation of his moft clamorous 
adveriaries. They alleged, that his inno- 
cence had been attefted by the unanimous 
bifhops of Egypt, and habd been ackno^w- 
ledged in the councils of Rome and Sardica 
(136), by the imparti^ judgment of the 
Justin church. They deplored the hard ccH!^« 
4ition of Athanafius, who after enjoying 
fo many years his feat, his reputation, and 
the feeming confidence of his fovereign, was 
again called upon to confute tlie moft 

Eroundlefs and extravagant accufations. Their 
nguage was fpecious; their condud was 
iionourable: but in this long and obftinate 
conteft, which fixed the eyes of the whole 
empire on a fingle biihop, the ecclefiaftical 
fa^tiQiis were prepared to facrifice truth and 
j^ftice, to the more interefting pbjeft of de- 
fending, or removing, the intrepid cham- 
pion of the Nicene faith. The Arians ftill 
thought it prudent to difguife in ambiguous 
language, their real fentiments and defigns: 
but the orthodox bifhops, armed with the 
favour of the people, and the decrees of a 
general council, infilled on every occafion, 
and particularly at Milan, and their adver; 
fanes fhould purge themfelves from the fuf- 
picion of herefy, before they prefumed to 
arraign the conduft of the ff^t Athana- 
fius (127). 

(126) More properly by the orthodox part of the council of 
Sardica. If the bifliopg of both parties had fairly voted, the divi- 
fion would have been 94 to 76. M. dc Tillcmont (fee toin. viii, 
p. 1147 — 1158) is juftly fnrprifcd that fo fmall a majority fhould 
have proceeded fo vigoroufly againft their adyerfaries, the principal 

_ of whom they immediately depofed. - . 

(127) Sulp. Sevcrus in Hift, Sacra, Lii,'p,^2. 

But 
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But the voice of reafon (if reafon was in- 9°°^^"*- 
deed on the fide of Athanafius) wa* filcnccdthanaCui, " 
by the clamours of a fadious or venal ma- -<*"^' 355* 
jority ; and the councils of Aries and Milan 
were not diffolved till the archbiihop of Alex- 
andria had been folemnly condemned and de- 
pofed by the judgment of the Weftern, as wdl 
as of the Eaftern, church. The bifhops who 
had oppofed, were required to fubfcribe the 
fentence ; and to unite in religious commu- 
nion with the fufpeded leaders of the ad- 
verfe party. A formulary of confent was 
tranfmitted by the meflengers of ftate to 
the abfent bimops : and all thofe who re- 
ftifed to fubmit their private opinion to the 
public and infpired wifdom of the councils 
of Aries and Milan, were immediately ba^ 
nifhed by the emperor, who afFeded to ex- 
ecute the decrees of the Catholic church. 
Among thofe prelates who led the honouv- 
able band of confeflbrs and exiles, Liberius 
of Rome, Ofius of Cordova, Paulinus of Treves, 
Dionyfius of Milan, Eufebius of Vercellae, La- 
cifcr of Cagliari, and Hilary of Poitiers, may 
deferve to be particularly diftinguiihed. Thi 
eminent ftation of Liberius, who governed 
the capital of the empire; the perfbnal 
naerit and long experience of the venerable 
Ofius, \^o was revered as the favourite of 
the great Conftantine, and the fatha- of the 
Nicene faith ; placed thofe prelates at the 
head of the Latin church : and their exam- 
ple, either of fubmiflion or refiftance, would 
probably be imitated by the epifcopal crowft 
But the repeated attempts of the emperOr \^ , 
to feduce or to intimidate the bifliops of • 

Rome and Cordova, were for fome tim^in- 
efFedual. The Spaniard declared hifnfelf 

'ready 
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ready to fuffer under Conftantius, as he had 
iu£Fered thrcefcore years before under his 
grandfather Maximian. The Roman, in the 
prefence of his fovereign, afferted the inno- 
cence of Athanafius, and his own freedom. 
When he was banifhed to Beraea in Thrace, 
he fent back a large fum which had been 
offered for the accommodation of his jour- 
ney ; and infulted the court of Milan by the 
haughty remark, that the emperor and his 
eunuchs miffht want that gold to pay their 
foldiers and their bifhops (128). The refo- 
lution of Liberius and Ofius was at length 
fubdued by the hardlhips of exile and con- 
finement. The Roman pontiff purchafed his 
return by fome criminal compliances ; and 
afterwards expiated his guilt by a feafonable 
repentance. Perfuafion and violence were 
employed to extort the reluftant fignature 
•of the decrepid bifliop of Cordova, whofe 
jbrength was broken, and whofe faculties 
were perhaps impaired, by the weight of 
an hundred years ; and the infolent triumph 
of th^ Arians provoked fome of the orthodox 
party to treat, with inhuman feverity, the 
charader, or rather the memory, of an un- 
fortunate old man, te whofe former fervices 
Chriftianity itfelf was fo deeply indebted (129). 
ExUct. The fall of Liberius and Ofius refleded a 

brighter luftre on the firmnefs of thofe 

(ia8) The exile of Liberius is mentioned by Ammianus, xv, 7. 
See Theodoret, 1. ii, c. 16.- Athanaf torn, i, p. 834 — 837. 
Hiku:. Fragment, i. 

(i%9) The life of Ofius is coUeAed by Tillemont (tom. vii, p. 
544 — 561), who in the moft extravagant terms firft admires, and 
then reprobates, the biilhop of Cordova. In the midft of their 
lamentations on his fall, the prudence of Athanalius may be dillin- 
.guiihed from the blind and intemperate zeal cf Hilary. 

biCiops 
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bifhops who ftill adhered, with unihaken 
fidelity, to the caufe of Athanafius and re- 
ligious truth. The ingenious malice of their 
enemies had deprived them of the benefit of 
mutual comfort and advice, feparated thofe 
illuftrious exiles into diftant provinces, and 
carefully felefted the moft inhofpitable fpots 
of a great empire (130). Yet they foon ex- 
perienced that the deferts of Lybia, and the 
moft barbarous trafts of Cappadocia, were 
lefs inhofpitable than the refidence of thcrfe 
cities in which an Arian biihop could fatiate, 
without reftraint, the exquifite rancour of 
theological hatred (131). Their confolation 
was derived from the confcioufnefs of rc&i- 
tude and independence, from the applaufe, 
the vifits, the letters, and the liberal alms 
of their adherents (132); and from the fa- 
tisfacl:ion which they foon enjoyed of ob- 
ferving the inteftine divifions of the adver- 
faries of the Nicene faith. Such was the nice 4 

and capricious tafte of the emperor Conftan- 
tius, and fo eafily was ' he offended by the 
flighteft deviation from his imaginary ftandard 
of Chriftian truth ; that he perfecuted, with 

(136) The confeflbrs of the Weft were fucseflively banlfhed to 
the deferts of Arabia or Thebais, the lonely places of Mount Tau- 
rus, the wildeft parts of Phrygia,' which were in the pofTeifion of 
the impious Montanifts, &c. When the Heretic iEtius was too 
favourably entertained at Mopfueftia in Cilicia, the place of his 
exile was changed, by the advice of Acacius, to Amblada, a diftri^fc 
inhabited by favages, and infefted by war and peftilence. Philo- 
ftorg. L V, c. z. 

(131) See the cruel treatment and ftrange obftinacy of Eufebius, 
in his own letters, publiflied by Baronius, A. D. 356. No. 92 
— loa. 

(13a) Caetemm exalesfatis conftat, totiui orbis ftvdiis celebratos 
pecunistTque eis in fumptum affatim congeftas Ipgationibus quoque 
eos pjebis Catholicae ex omnibus fere provindis frequentatos. Sulp. 
Sever. Hift. Sacra, p. 414. Athanaf. torn, i, p. 836, 840 . 

equal 
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equal zeal, thofe who defended iixcconfubjianti' 
alitjy thofe who afferted the finAlar fubjiance^ 
and thofe who denied the likei^s^ of the Son of 
God. Three bifhops degraded and baniihed 
for thofe adverfe opinions, might poffibly 
meet in the fame place of exile; and, ac- 
cording to the difference of their temper, 
might either pity or infult the blind enthu- 
fialm of their antagonifts, whofe prefent fuf- 
ferings would never be compenfated by fa- 
ture happinefs. 
Third ex- Thc difgrace and exile of the orthodox 
Atwaat W^ops of the weft were defigned as fo many 
from Alex- preparatory fteps to the ruin of Ath^nafius 
JJI^*'^^^ himfelf (133). Six and twenty months had 
elapfed, during which thc Imperial court fe- 
cretly laboured, by the moft infidious arts, 
to remove him from Alexandria, and to 
withdraw the allowance which fupplied his 
popular liberality. But when the primate of 
I ^SyP^> deferted and profcribed by the Latin 

^ church, was left deftitute of any foreign 

fupport, Conftantius difpatched two of his 
fecretaries with a verbal commiiSon to an- 
nounce and execute the order of his banilh- 
ment. As the juliice of the fentence was 
publicly avowed by the whole party, the 
only motive which could reftrain Conftan- 
tius from giving his meffengers the fanftion 
of a l^ritten mandate, mule be imputed to 

(133) Ample materials for the hiftory of this third perfecution 
•f /^hanafius may be found in his own works. See particularly 
his very able Apology to Conftantius (torn, i, p. djz), his firft 
Apology for his flight (p. 701 ), his prolix Epiftle to the Solitaries 
(p. 808), and the original Proteft of the People of Alexandria 
tgaioft the Tiolencii^ committed by Syrianvs (p. 866 X. Sosomen 
(1. iy, c. 9) hais thrown hito the Aarrative two or three Imninous 
littd inipo^atrt circiittiftBiices. 

his 
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his doubt of the event ; and to a fenfe of the 
danger to which he might expofe die fecond 
city, and the moft fertile province of the 
empire, if the people fliould perfift in the 
refolution of defending, by force of arms, 
the innocence of their fpiritual father. Such 
extreme caution afforded Athanafius a fpe- ' 
cious pretence refpeftfuUy to difpute the 
truth of an order, which he could not re* 
concile, either M^ith the equity, or with the 
former declarations, of his ^acious mafter. 
The civil powers of Egypt found thetnfelvcs 
inadequate to the taik of perfuading or com- 
pelling the primate to abdicate his epifcopal 
throne ; and they were obliged to conclude 
a treaty with the popular leaders of Alexan- 
dria,,, by which it was ftipulated, that all 
proceedings and all hoftilities fliould ht fuf- 
pended tiU the emperor's pleafure had T)een 
more diftrn<9iy afcertained. By this ieeming 
moderation^ the Catholics were deceived 
into a falfe and fatal fecurity ; while the le*- 
gions of the Upper Egypt, and of Libya, 
advanced, by fecret orders and hafty marches, 
to befiege, or rather to furprife, a capital, 
habituated to fedition, and inflamed by re- 
ligious zeal (134). The pofition of Alex- 
andria, between the fea iiid the lake Mare- 
otis, facilitated the approach and landing 
of the troops ; who were introduced into 
the heart of the city, before a^y effeftuall 
meafures could be taken, either to flxut the 

(134) Athanafius had lately fent for Antony, and fotKLC €ii his 
chofen Monks. They deftendcd from their mountain, announced 
to theAlexandrians the fandity of Athanafius, and were honourably 
conduced hy the archbifiiop as far as the gates of the city. Atha^ 
naf. torn, ii, p. 491, 492. See likewifc Rufinus, iii, 164, in 
Vit. Patr.»p. 514. 

gates. 
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gates, or to occupy the important pofts of 
efe^Dce. At the hour of midnight, twenty- 
three days after the fignature of the treaty, 
Syrianus duke of Egypt, at the head of five 
thoufand foldiers, armed and prepared for 
an aJOfault, unexpeftedly invefted the church 
of St. Theonas, where the archbifliop, with 
a part of his clergy and people, performed 
their nocturnal devotions. The doors of the 
facred edifice yielded to the impetuofity of 
the attack, which was accompanied with 
every horrid circumftance of tumult imd 
bloodflied; but as the bodies of the ilain, 
and the fragments of military weapons, re- 
mained the next day an unexceptionable evi- 
dence in the poffeflion of the Catholics, the 
enterprife of Syrianus may be confidered as 
a fuccefeful irruption, rather than as an ab- 
folute conqueft. The other churches of the 
city were profaned by fimilar outrages ; and, 
during at leafi four months, Alexandria was 
expofed to the infults of a licentious army, 
ftimulated by the ecclefiaftics of an hoftile 
faction. Many of the faithful were killed ; 
who may deferve the name of martyrs, if 
their deaths were neither provoked nor re- 
venged; biihops and prefbyters were treated 
with cruel ignominy; confecrated virgins 
were ffaripped naked, fcourged, and violated; 
the houfes of wealthy citizens were plun- 
dered ; and under the mafk of religious 2;eal, 
luft, avarice, and private refentment, were 
gratified with impunity, and even with ap- 
plaufe. The Pagans of Alexandria, who 
ftill formed a numerous and difcontented 
party, were eafily perfuaded to defert a 
biihop whom thev feared and efteemed. 

The 
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The hopes of fome peculiar favours, and the 
appreheniion of being involved in the 
general penalties of rebellion, engaged them 
to jpromife their fupport to the deftined fuc- 
ceffor of Athanafius, the famous George 
of Cappadocia. Theufurper, after receiving 
the confecration of an Arian fynod, was 
placed on the epifcopal throne by the arms 
of Sebaftian, who had been appointed Count 
of Egypt for the execution of that impor- 
tant deiign. In the ufe as well as in the . 
acquiiition, of power, the tyrant George 
difregarded the laws of religion, of juftice, 
and of humanity; and the fame fcenes of 
violence and fcandal which had been exhi- 
bited in the capital, were repeated in more 
than ninety epifcopal cities of Egypt. En- 
couraged by fuccefs, Conftantius ventured 
to approve the conduft of his minifters. By 
a public and paffionate epiftle, the emperor 
congratulates the deliverance of Alexandria 
from a popular tyrant, who deluded his blind 
votaries by the magic of his eloquence ; ex- 
patiates on the virtues and piety of the moft 
reverend George, the elefted biihop; and 
afpires, as the patron and benefaftor of the 
city, to furpafs the fame of Alexander hina- 
felf. But he folemnly declares his unalter- 
able refolutionto purfue, with fire and fword, 
the feditious adherents of the wicked Atha- 
nafius, who, by flying from juftice, has con- 
fefled his guilt, and elcaped the ignominious 
death which he had fp often dcferved (135). 

(135) Athanaf. torn, i, p. 694. The emperor, or hu Arian 
fecretarics, v^hile they czpre£i their refentment, betray their fears 
and efleem of Athanaliui. 

VoL.m. Bb Atha. 
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Hifbcha- Athanafius had indeed efeaped froA the 
moft iminent dangers; and the adventures 
of that exti^aordinary man defervc and fix our 
attention. On the memorable night when 
the chmxh of St. Theonas was invefted by 
the troops of Syrianus, the archbifliop, feated 
on his throne^ cxpeded, with cairn and in- 
trepid dignity, the approach of death. 
Whik the pnbHe devotion was interrupted 
by Ihotits of rage, and cries of terror, he 
ahimated hilj tfemblirig congregation to ex- 
prefs their religious confidence, by chanting 
one of the pfalms of David, which cde- 
brates the triutnph of the Gk)d of Ifraei over 
the haughty and impious tyrant of Egypt,* 
The dooi's were at length bui*ft open ; a 
cloud of iatrrorws was difcharged among the 
people; the foldicrs, with drtiwn fwords, 
rufhed forwards into the fanftuaiy ; and the 
dreadful gleam of their arttiour was rdleded 
by the holy luminaries which burnt round 
the altar (136),. Athanafius ftiH rejefted the 
pious importunrty ^of the Monks; and Pref- 
bytdrs, who were attached to his perfon; 
and nobly refufed- to defert his epifcopal 
fetion, till he had difmiffed in fafety the 
laft of the congregation. The darknefe; and 
tumult of the liight favoured the re- 
treat of die archbi&op ; and though he was 
oppreffed by thb waves of an agitated multi- 
tude, though he^was thrown to the ground, 
and left without fenfe or motion, he ftill re- 
covered his undaunted courage; and duded 

(1 36) Thcfe minute cifctimftAoccs Jtre curioiis, a» tjiey ai^ HteraUy 
tranfaiScil from the Jsrotcft, wlddi \vas j^ubUdtt pf cfenteid ihttc 
days afterwards by the Catholics of Alexattdtia, S^e Athaikaf. 
•torn, i, p. 867. 

* the 
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the eager fearch of the foldiers, who were 
inftnifted by their Arian guides, that the 
head of Athanafius would be the moft accep- 
table prefent to the emperor. Frona, that 
moment the primate of Egypt difappeared 
from the eyes of his enemy, and remained 
above fix years concealed in impenetrable 
obfcurity ( 1 37)* 

The defpotic power of his implacable His retreat 
enemy filled the whole extent of the Roman a. d. %s6 
world; and the exafperatcd monarch had""^^*' 
endeavoured, by a very preffing epifUe to 
the Chrifiian princes of jEthiophia, to ex- 
dude Athanafius from the mofi: remote and 
fequcftered regions of the earth. Counts, 
prxfed:s, tribunes, whole armies, were fuc- 
ceflively employed to purfue a biifhop and a 
fugitive ; the vigilance pf the civil and mi- 
litary powers was excited by the Imperial 
edifts ; liberal rewards were promifed to the 
man who fhould produce Athanafius, either 
alive or dead; and the moft fevere penaflties 
were denounced againft thofe who £hould 
dare to protect the public enemy (138). But 
the deferts of Thebais were now peopled by 
a race of wild, yet fubmiflive fanaticS;, who 
preferred the commands of their abbot to 
the laws of their fbvereign. The nun[i€rous 
diiciples of Antony and Pachomius received 

(137) The Jaftfenilb have ©ften compared Athanafius and Ar- 
Bluid, ^nd trare expatiated with pleafnre on the faith" and fecaJ, 
the merit and CBuie, %>{ thofe celebrated dodters. Thn conceded 
parallel is very dextroufly managed by the Abbe de la Bleterie, 
Viie dc Jovien, torn, i, p. 130. 

(13IS) Hinc jamtoto orbe profu£)is Athanafius, net pllu8«i ttitus 
ad latendum' fupererat locus. Tribuhi,' PraeJcflEi, Comitcs, exer- 
tihi»<gfKio<|dfc, ludf erveftSgattcftlrti ««*» 'tet&^ntvtr jedlCfcJs Iii»pfe#felj- 
%«»f pcB^fM 4it&!i^Qn^s pr6|pevrut)t<i^,' fi qttk «vin ' Vi'Hini, ti id 
minus, caput certe^M^lKUwdi *^fe«ulil^. Ru£fi. 1. i, c. '(%, 

Bb2 the 
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the fugitive primate as their father ; admired 
the patience and humility with which he con- 
formed to their ftricleft inftitutions ; coUefted 
every word which dropt from his lips as 
the genuine efiiifions of infpired wifdom ; 
and perfuadcd themfelves, that their prayers, 
their fafts, and their vigils, were lefs me- 
ritorious than the zeal which they expreffed, 
and the dangers which they braved, in the 
defence of truth and innocence (i39\ The 
monafteries of Eg^'^pt were feated in lonely 
and defolate places, on the Yummit of moun- 
tains, or in the iflands of the Nile; and the 
facred horn or tiTimpet of Tabenne was the 
well-known lignal which affembled feveral 
thoufand robuft and determined Monks, 
who, for the moft part, had been the pea- 
fants of the adjacent country. When their 
dark retreats were invaded by a military 
force, which it was impoffible to refift, they 
filently ftretched out their necks to the exc- 
*cutioner ; and fupported their national cha- 
rafter, that tortures could nevet^reft from 
an Egyptian the confeflion of a fecret which 
he was refolved not to difclofe (140). The 
archbifliop of Alexandria, for whofe fafety 
they eagerly devoted their lives, was loft 
among a uniform and well-difciplined mul- 
titude; and on the nearer approach of dan- 
ger, he was fwiftly removed, by their offi- 
cious hands, from one place of concealment to 
another, till he reached the formidable de- 

(139) Gregor. Nazianzen. torn, i, Orat. xxi, p. .384, 385^ 
Sec Tillcmont, Mem. Ecclcf. torn, vii, p. 176 — 410, 8io--88o. 

(140) £t nulla tormentonim vis inveniri adhuc potuit; qu3t ob- 
diirato illius tradl^ks latroni invito eiicerc petuit, ut nomcn propriunei 
dicat. Ammian. zzii, 16, and Valdlus ad locum. 

ferts. 
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ferts, which the gloomy and credulous tem- 
per of fuperjftition had peopled with dxmons 
and favage monfters^ The retirement of 
Athanafius, which ended only with the life 
of Conftantius, was fpent, for the moft part, 
in the fociety of the Monks, who faithfully 
ferved him as guards, as fecretaries, and as 
meffengers ; but the importance of main- 
taining a more intimate connection with the 
Catholic party, tenapted him, whenever the 
diligence of the purfuit was abated, to, 
emerge from the defert, to introduce him- 
felf into Alexandria^ and to truft his perfon 
to the difcretion of his friends and adherents. 
His various adventures might have furniflied 
the fubjeft of a very entertaming romance. He 
was once fecreted in a dry ciftern, which he 
had fcarcely left before he was betrayed by 
the treachery of a female flavc (141); and 
he was once concealed in a ftill more extra- 
ordinary afylum, the houfe of a virgin, only 
twenty years of age, and who was celebrated 
in the whole city for her exquiiite beauty. 
At the hour of midnight, as flie related the 
ftory many years afterwards, flie was fur- 
prifed by the appearance of the archbifhop 
in a loofe undrefs, who, advancing with 
hafty fteps, conjured her to afford him the 
proteftion which he had been direfted by a 
celeftial vifion to feek under her hofpitable 
roof. The pious maid accepted and pre- 
ferved the facred pledge which was entrufted 
to her prudence and courage. Without im- 

(141) RuSn. I. i, c. 18. Sozomen, 1. iv, c. lo. This and 
the following ftory will he rendered impofllble, if we^uppofe that 
Athanafiiis always inhabited the afyium which he accidentally or 

occafioRaiiy had ulcd. 

parting 
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p&rting the fccrct to any one,ihe inftantly con- 
duced Athanafius into her moft fecret cham- 
ber, and watched over his fiifety with the 
tendemefs of a friend and the affidnity of a 
fervant. As long as the danger continued, 
ihe renilariy fupplied him with books and 
provifions, walhed his feet, managed his 
correfpondence, and dexteroufly concealed 
from the eye of fufoicion, this familiar and 
folitary intercourfe between a faint whofe 
charafter required the mofl: unblemiflited 
chaftity, and a female whofe charms might 
excite the moft dangerous emotions (142). 
During the fix years of perfecution and ex- 
ile, Athanafius repeated his vifits to his fair 
and faithfvd companion ; and the formal 
declaration, that he faw the councils of Ri- 
mini and Seleucia (143), forces us to believe 
that he was fecretly prefent at the time and 
place of their convocation. The advantage of 
perfonally negociating with his friends, and 
of obferving and improving the divifions of 
his enemies, might juftify, in a prudent 
ftatefman, fo bold and dangerous an enter- 
prife: and Alexandria was conneftcd by 
trade and navigation with every fea-port of 
the Mediterranean. From the depth of hi^ 
inacceffible retreat, the intrepid primate 
waged an inceffant and offenfive war againft 

(142) Palladiiw Hift- Laufiac. c. i-,6, in Vit. Patx^iun, p. 
776), the original author of thi« ^oecdote, hsui converted with tb« 
damfel, who ip her old age ftill rememWred with pleafure fo pious 
and hononrableH connedtion. I cannot indulge the delicacy of Ba* 
ronius, Valcfius, Tillemont, &c. who almpft rejed a ftory fo un- 
worthy, as they deem it, of the gravity of ccciefiaiUcal hiftory. 

(•43) A"lhaij?X torn, i, p. 869. I agree with Tillcniont (torn, 
viii, p. 1197), that his cxjvefli9Ji* knply » perfonal, though per* 
h;ips fecret, vifit to the fynods, 

the 
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the proteAor of the Arians ;^ud bi&feiafoaab}e^ 
writings, which were diKgeatJy circulited^. 
aod eagerly penUed^ contnbuted to wMo- 
and animate the orthodox party. lu luf- 
public sbpdLogies*, which he addrefied tp. the 
emperor himfelf, he fometimes afie<3rcd' the 
praife of moderation; whilft at the fame 
time, in fecret and Tehemenfe inveftives, 
he expofed Conflantius as a weak and 
wicked prince, the executioner of his fasaiJyy, 
the tyrant of the republic, and the 
axitichrift of the church. In the height of 
his profperity, the viAorious monarch, who^ 
had chaftifed the rafhnefs of Gallus, and fup^ 
preffed the revolt of Sylvan^, who had 
taken the diadem from the head of Vetranio-, 
and vanquiifaed in the field the legions of 
Magnentius, received from an invifible hand 
a wound, which he could neither heal nor 
revenge ; and the fon of Conftantine 
was the firft of the Chriftian princes whoj 
experienced the ftrength of thofe princij^les, 
which in the caufe of religion, could refift the 
moii violentexertions of thecivil power (144), 

The perfecution of Athanafius, and of jR>Arian w- 
many refpeftable biihops, who fuffered for ^^'* 
the truth of their opinions, or at leaft for the 
integrity of their confciehce, was a juft fub- 
jeft of indignation and difcontent to all Chrif- 
tians^ except thofe who were blindly devoted 

(144) The EpHlle of Athanafius to the Monks is fiUedwith rc- 
proajches, which the public muft feel to be true (toI. i, p. 834— 
\x6)i and, ill c;ompliment to, his readers, he has introduced the 
cpmparifons of Pharaob» Abab, Bellhazzar, &c. The boldnefs 
of Hilary was attended with kfs danger, if he publifhed his invec- 
tive in Gaul after the revolt of Julian ; hut Lucifer fcnt his libels to 
Coaftantius, and ainioll challenged the reward of martyrdom. See 
TiUcmont^ tcm. vii, j>. 505. 

to 
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to the Arian £i)ftion. The people regretted 
the lofs of their faithful pallors, whofe ba- 
nifliment was ufiially followed by the intni- 
fion of a flranger (145) into the epifcopal 
chair; and loudly complained, that the right 
of deftion was violated, and that they were 
condemned to obey a mercenary ufurper, 
whofe perfon was unknown, and whofe prin- 
ciples were fui^^efted. The Catholics might 
prove to the world, that they were not in- 
volved in the guilt and herefy of their eccle- 
DiTifioiis. fiaftical governor, by publicly teftifying their 
diffent, or by totally feparating themfdves 
from his communion. The firft of thefe me- 
thods was invented at Antioch, and praftifed 
with fuch fuccefs, that it was foon difiufed 
over the Chriftian world. The doxology, or 
facred hymn, which celebrates the glory of 
the Trinity, is fufceptible of very nice, but 
material, inflexions ; and the fubftance of an 
orthodox, or an heretical, creed, may be ex- 
preffed by the difference of a disjunftive, or 
a copulative, particle. Alternate refponfes, 
and a more regular pfalmody (146), were in- 
troduced into the public fervice by Flavianus 
and Diodorus, two devout and aftive laymen, 
who were attached to the Nicene faith. Un- 
der their conduft, a fwarm of Monks iffued 
from the adjacent defert ; bands of well-dif- 
Ciplined fingers werigftationedin the cathedral 

(145) Athanafius (torn, i, p. 8ii) complains in general of this 
pra&ice, -which 'he afterwards exemplifies (p. 86i) in the pretended 
cIe<aion of Faclii. Thre* euntjchs reprefented the ^oman people, 
and three pre iatfs, who foHowed the court, afTnmed the fundions 
of the bilhops of the SuburhicanHn provinces. 

(i/,6) Thorn?./!'!] I>.'?":ij*I:c- dc I'Egiifc, torn, i, I. ii, c. 72,73, 
p. v^"' — 9^4) has coileded many cuiicus fafis ccncerr.iig tliecrigiji 
'*n J progrefs of churcii-fiaging, l>otJi in the ilail and \Vcft^ 

■■•■ • of 
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of Antioch, the Glory to the Father, and 
the Son, and the Holy Ghoft (147), was 
triumphantly chanted by a full chorus of 
voices; and the Catholics infulted, by the 
purity of their doftrine, the Arian prelate, 
who had ufurped the throne of the Venerable 
Euftathius. The fame zeal which infpired 
their fongs, prompted the more fcnipulous 
members of the orthodox party to form fepa- 
rate aflemblies, which were governed by the 
prefbyters, till the death of their exiled 
biihop allowed the eledlion and confecration 
of a new epifcopal paftor (148). The revor 
lutions of the court multiplied the number of 
pretenders; and the fame city was often difr 
puted, under the reign of Confiantius, by 
two, or three, or even four bifliops, who 
cxercifed their fpiritual jurifdidion over their 
refpe&ive followers, and alternately loft and 
regained the temporal pofieifions of the church. 
The abufe of Chriftianity introduced into the 
Roman government new caufes of tyranny 
and fedition ; the bands of civil fociety were 
torn afunder by the fury of religious faftions; 
and the obfcure citizen,* who might calmly 
have furveyed the elevation and fall of fuc- 
peffive emperorsj imagined and experienced, 

(147) Philoftprgiiis, 1. lii, c. 13. Godefroy has czaxnined this 
fubjeA with fingdar accuracy (p. 147, &c.) There were three 
heterodox forms : " To the Father by the Son, and in the Holy 
** Ghoft:** *' To the Father ajs^ the Son in the Holy Ghoft:** and 
" To the Father in the Son ahd the Holy Ghoft.** 

(148) After the exile of Euftathius, under the reign of Conftan- 
tine, the rigid party of the orthodox formed a reparation, which 
afterwards degenerated into a fchifm, and lafted above fourfcore 
years. See Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. torn, vii, p. 35—54, 1137 
— 1 158, torn, viii, p. 573 — 63a, 1314 — »33a. In many chwches, 
the Arians and Homoovfians, who had renounced each other's eom^ 
'mumony continued for fome time to join in prayer. Philoftorgins, 
1. iii, c. 4- 

that 
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that his own Itfe and fortune were conneded 
ivith the interelb Qf a popular ecckiiaftic. 
The example of the tvro ^a^iitah, Roix^e and 
ConftantiiM^k, may ferve to^ reprefeikt the 
ibte ot the empire, aad tke tenqser of maoi* 
ksftdy undcv the rsigft ot the ioDs of Con- 
fia»tine. 
Rome. h The Ronan pontifi; ailong as he nudii-^ 

taiMd his ftaitioii afad haa prindpfes, vns 
gukfded by the warm attachment oS a great 
pec^; and coiild rejeft with fcorn title 
fvxfWSj the iiienaees, and the ohtatioiBs eS 
nn heretical priocc. tifbem the cfuimchs had 
ftci^dfy pronowiced the exiie of Lifaeritis, 
the weB*gre(ttnded apprehenfioii of a tunndt 
engaged diem to ufe the' the utmofi pFeean- 
tions ill the eKocutio* of tlie ioDtence. The 
capital was iitvefied oa every fide, and the 
J^kimrA was comsfianded to iesKe die pofon 
of the bifliopv either b^ ftratagem or by open 
loarce. The order w^ obeyed; and Libecius, 
ifAth the greotoft <sKiliculty, at the hour c^ 
middj^t, WMfwiAly conveyed beyond the 
reock oS die Homaia. people, before their con* 
fbcrnation iva9 tmmed inato rage. As foon as 
they weve i^^rmed- of hi^ haniftment into 
l^irace^ a genial ai&mbly was oonvened^ 
apd the dcrgy of Rome bound thcmfdves, 
l?y a public and fotenrn oath, never to diefcrt 
thekr bifiiopi, neHer to acknowlec^ the usur- 
per Kdix; whp^ by the infltjewe of the 
cwucW k^ beeiii: irrc^gmUrly cho&xir and 
confecrated) wilhiA the waUls of a profane pa- 
lace,* At the end of tsl^Q years^ their pious 
obAinacy fobfifted entire and unihaken ; and 
when Conftantius vifited Rome, he was 
affailed by the importunate iblicitntipns pf a 

people. 
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I>eop!e5 who had preferved, as the laft remnant 
of their ancient fr ccdom, the right of treat- 
ing their fovereign with fan^iliar infolence. * 
The wives of many of the fenators and moft 
honourable citizens, after preffing thdr hnf- 
bands to intercede in fai^onr of Liberius, 
\i^ere advifed to undertake a commiffimi, 
which, in their hands, would be lefs dan- 
gerous, and might prove more fiiccefsful. 
The emperor received with politenefs thcfe 
female deputies, whofe weaWi and dignity 
were difplayed in the magnificence of their 
dref& and ornaments : he admired their infle^p- 
Wc refoiution of following their beloved 
paflor to the moft diftant regions of die 
earth ; and confented that the two bifltops, 
Liberius and Fadix, fhould govern in peace 
their re^eflive congregations. But the ide^s 
of toleration were fo repugnant to the prac- 
tice, and even to the Icntiments, of thofe 
times, that when the anfwer of Conftantius 
was publidy read in the Circus of Rome, fo 
reafonable a prcgeft of accommodation was 
rejcfted with contempt and ridicule. The 
eager vehemence which animated the fpec- 
tators in the decifive moment of a horfe-racc, 
was now direfted towards a different objeft; 
and the Circus refounded with the fliouts of 
thonfands, who repeatedly exclaimed, " One 
*« God, One Chrift, One Bifliop/* The zeal 
o£ the Roman people in the caufe of Liberius, 
was not confined to words alone ; and the dan- 
gerous and bloody fedition which they excited 
loon after the departure of Conftantius, deter* 
mined that prince to accept the fubmiffion 
of the exiled prelate, and to reftore him to 
the undivided dominion of the capital. 

After 
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After fome inefiechial refiftance, his rival 
was expelled from the dty by the permifficn 
of the emperor, and the power of the oppo- 
fite faftion; the adherents of Fadix were 
inhumanly murdered in the fireets, in the 
public places, in the baths, and even in the 
churches ; and the face of Rome, upon the 
return of a Chriftian biihop, renewed the 
horrid image of the mailacres of Marius, 
and the profcriptions of Sylla (149). 
n^u!^' "; NotwiAftanding the rapid increafe of 
Chriftians under the reign of the Flavian fa- 
mily, Rome Alexandria, and the other great 
cities of the empire, ftill contained a flxong 
and power|ul feiAion of Infidels, who envied 
the profperity, and who ridiculed, even on 
their theatres, the theological difputes of the 
church. Conftantinople alone enjoyed the 
advantage of being bom and educated in 
the bofom of the faith. The capital of the 
Eaft had never been polluted by the worfhip of 
Idols ; and the whole body of the people had 
deeply imbibed the opinions, the virtues, 
and the paffions, which diftinguiflied the 
Chriftians of that age from the reft of man- 
kind. After the death of Alexander, the 
epifcopal throne was difputed by Paul and 
Macedonius. By their zeal and abilities 
they both deferved the eminent ftation to 
which they afpired; and if the moral cha- 
raftcr of Macedonius was lefs exceptionable, 
Jii§ competitor had the advantage of a prior 

(149) Sec, on this eccleliafiical revolution of Rome, Ammianus, 
Stv, 7. Athanaf. torn, i, p. 834 — 861. Sozonnen, 1. iv, c. 15. 
7'hcodoret. I. ii, c. 17. Sulp. Seycr Hift. Sacra, 1. ii,. p. .413. 
Hleronym. Chron. MarccDin. ct, Fauftin. LibclL p. 3, 4. Tille- 
mont, Mem. Ecclcf. torn, vi, p. 336. 

election 
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election and a more orthodox dodrine. His 
firm attachment to the Nicene creed, which 
has given Paul a place in the Calendar among 
faints and martyrs, expofed him to the refent- 
ment of the Arians. In the fpace of fourteen 
years he was five times driven from his throne; 
to which he was more frequently reftored by 
the violence of the people, than by the per- 
miffion of the prince; and the power of 
Macedonius could be fecured only by the 
death 6( his rival. The unfortunate Paul 
was dragged in chains from the fandy deferts 
of Mefopotamia to the moft defolate places 
of Mount Taurus (150), confined in a dark 
and narrow dungeon, left fix days without 
food, and at length ftrangled, by the order 
of Philip, one of the principal minifters of 
the emperor Conftantius (151). The firft 
blood which ftained the new capital was fpilt 
in this ecclefiaftical conteft ; and many per- 
fons were flain on both fides, in the furious 
and obftinate feditions of the people. The 
commifllon of enforcing a fentence of banifh- 
ment againft Paul, had been cntruflied to 
Hermogenes, the mafter-gener^ of the. ca- 
valry; but the execution of it was fatal to 

(150) Cucufus wt» the laft ftagc of his life and fufTerings. The 
fituation of that lonely town, on the confines of Cappadocia, Cili- 
cia, and the Leflcr Armenia, has occafioned fome geographical 
perplexity; but we are dire(5ted to the true fpot by the courfe of the 
Roman road from Cxfarea to Anazarbus. See Cellarii Gcograpb. 
torn, ii, p. »I3. Wcffcling ad Itinerar. p. 179—703. 

(151) AthanaCus (torn, i, p. 703 — 813, 814) affirms, in tF.c 
moft pofitive terms, that Paul was murdered; and appeals, n^t 
•niy to common fame, but even to the unfufpicious teftimony of 
Philagrius, one of the Arian perfecutors. Yet he acknowledge, 
that the heretics attributed to difeafe the death of the bifhop df 
Conftantinople. Athanafius is ferrilely copied by Socrates (1. i, 
c. a6); but Sozomen, who difcoyers a more liberal temper, pR« 
fumes (L W, c. ft) to infinuate a prudent doubt. 

himfeE 
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liiinfelf. The Catholics rofe in the defence 
of their bifliop; the palace of Hermogenes 
was confumed; the firft military officer of 
the empire was dragged by the heels through 
the foeets of t^Ionftantinople, and, after he 
expired, his lifelefs corpfe was expofed to 
their wanton infults (152). The fate of 
Hermogenes inftruAed Philip, the Praetorian 
praefed, to aft with more precaution on a 
ilmilar occafion. In the moft gentle and ho- 
nourable terms, he required the attendance 
of Paul in the baths of Zeuxi{>pus, which 
had a pivate communication with the palace 
and the fea. A vefiel, which lay ready at the 
garden-ilairs, inamediacely hoified fail$ aad, 
while the people were ftill ignorant of the 
meditated facnlege, their bifhop was already 
emb^ked on his voyage to Theilalonica. 
They foon beheld, with fuqprife and indigna- 
^n, the gates of the palace thrown open, 
and theufiirper JMacedonius feated by the fide 
of the praefeft on a lofty chariot, which was 
furrouiuied by troops of guards with drawn 
fw(K*ds. The military procefliOn advanced 
towtfds the cathedral; the Ariansand the 
l^athoKcs eagerly ruflied to occupy that im- 
portant poft ; and three thoufand one hundred 
and fifty perfons loft their lives in the con- 
fufibn of the tumuk. Macedonius, who was 
iupported by a regular force, obtained a de- 
dfii^ viftory ; but his reign \vzs difturbed by 
clamour and fedition ; and the caufes which 
iq^psured the leaft CQXHiedbed .with the fubjeft 
of dilpute, wcjne ftifikrient to * nourifli and to 

(j5s).A«aniQaiits {tw, io) nfss •• hk own acevttiit «f«^dkjb 

ngie mem. Mtt nmtm bngfr fidfeis tkat fonof ^9 liifla^. ' 

kindle 
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kindfe the flame of civii ^ifcord. As die chat- 
pel in which the body of the great Ccmftan- 
tine had been depofited was in a rmnouscon- 
dition 5 the bifliop tratifported thofc venerable 
remains into the chruch of St. Acaciiis, 
This prudent and even pious meafijt^ vms 
reprefented as a wicked profanation by the 
whole party which adhered to the Homoou- 
fian doArine. The fadions immediately 
flew to arms; the confecrated ground was 
ufed as their field of batde; and one of the 
ecclefiaftical hifiorians has observed) as a real 
fad, not as a figure of rhetoric, thftt the 
well before the church overflowed with a 
ftream of Mood, which filled the porticoes 
and the adjacent courts. The writ^ w&o 
(hould impute thefe tumults folely to a reli- 
gious principle, would betray a very imper- 
feft knowledge of human nature ; yet it muft 
be confefled, that the motive which milled 
the fincerity of zeal, and the pretence whidb 
difguifed the licentioufnefs of paffion^ fiXp- 
prefied the remorfe which, in another cauft, 
would have fucceeded to the rage of the 
Chriftians of Conftantinopie(i53). 

The cruel and arbitrary di^ofition of Con-cmeity •? 
flantius, which did not always require Che^^* Axians. 
provocations of guilt and refiftance, 'Wfts 
JTiflly exafperated by the tumults of hils^pi- 
tetl, and the criminal behaviour of a fildiion, 
which oppofedthe authority and reU^dft ^f 

(*53) Sfci Socrates, 1. ii, c. 6, 7; "# '3» «5i ^^i »6i'*t; 
^ aadSozemfn, I. ili, 3, 4; 7 ; 9« I* iv, c. ii, %i. The a^s 
of St. Faul of Conftantinople, of 'vniich Photius has mad^ jtti slW 
Aimft {PhM. Bal^liot. p. 141 9 — i43o), Hlv an indiS^eikt CIQff'bf 
theiebiftoriaDt; butu modfcrn Gred^, who coaMwxite theiiiEie of 
a tuni without adding fables and miracles, is cntrblejd^o Ibme c'dfti" 
MndUito. 

their 
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their fovereign. The ordinary punilhments 
of death, exile, and confifcation were in- 
flicted with partial rigour; and the Greeks 
ftill revere the holy memory of two clerks, 
a reader and a fub-deacon, who were accufed 
of the murder of Hermogenes, and beheaded 
at the gates of Conftantinople, By an edift 
of Confiantius againft the Catholics, which 
has not been judged worthy of a place in the 
Theodofian code, thofe who refufed to com- 
municate with the Arian bifhops, and parti- 
cularly with Macedonius, were deprived of 
the immunities of eccleiiafiics, and of the 
rights of Chriftians; they were compelled 
to relinquifli thepoffefliion of the churches; 
and were ftridly .prohibited from holding 

. their afleniblies within the walls of the city. 

. The. execution of this unjuft law, in the pro- 
vinces of Thrace and Alia Minor, was com- 
mitted to the zeal of Macedonius; the civil 
and military powers were direfted to obey his 
commands; and the cruelties exercifed by 
this Semi-Arian tyrant in the fupport of the 
Homootifion^ exceeded the commiifion, and 
difgraced the reign, of Conftantius. The 
facraments of die church were adminiftered 
to the rdudant vidlims, who! denied the 
vocations, and abhorred the principles, of 
Macedonius. The rites of baptiim were 
conferred on women and children, who, for 
thatpurpofe, had been torn from the arms 
of their friends and parents ; the* mouths of 
the communicants were held open, by a 
wooden engine, while the confecrated bread 
was forced down their throat; the breafis 
of tender virgins were eidier burnt with red- 
hot egg-lhells, or inhumanly compreffed be- 
tween 
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twecn iharp and heavy boards (154)* The 
Novations of Conftantinople, and the adja- 
cent country, by their firm attachnaent to 
the Homooufion ftandard, dcferved to be 
confounded with the Catholics theimfelves. 
Macedonius was informed, that a large dif- 
trift of Paphlagonia (155) was almoft en- 
tirely inhabited by thofc feftaries. He re- 
folved either to convert or to extirpate them ; 
and zs he difinified, on this occaiton, the 
efficacy of an ecclefiaflical miffion,.he com- 
manded a body of four thoufand legionaries 
to march againft the rebels j^ and to reduce 
the territory of Mantinium under his fpi- 
ritual dominion. The Novatian peafants, 
animated by defpair and religious fury, boldly 
encountered the invaders of their country ; 
aad though many of the Paphlagonians were 
flain, the Roman legions were vanquiflied 
by an . irregular multitude, armed only with 
fey thes and axes ; and, except a few who 
efcapedby an ignominious flight, four thou- 
fand foldiers were left dead on the field of 
batdc. The fucceffor of Conftantius has ex- 
prefled in a concife but lively manner, fome 
of the theological calamities which aflifted 
the empire, and more efpjedally the Eaft, in 
the reigri of a prince who was the flave of 

(154) SocrttCB,.!. ii, c. 27-1-38. Sb'zpmcn, 1. iv, c. »r. Th« 
prinpipa^ affiftants of Macedonius, in the work of . pcrfecution, 
were the two biihops of Nicomedia and Cyzicus^ who. wore efteeioied 
for their virtues, and efpecially for their charity..- I cannot fprbcajf 
reminding the reader, that the diS^cskcth^ywetntheJfoff^ito^efi 
and Jffomeiou/ton, is almbil inviilble to the niceft theplogical eyp* 

( I $5 ) We are ignorant of the preciSe fituatton t>f rMantimum. In 
fpeiking^fthefey^ bands of icgibnaties, Socrates, 3o?oiiien, andthit 
author of the Adt of St. Paul, ufe the indefinite termB of u^idiMi, 
<f«Xavys , rayfjiara, which |^ic^c»ru» very property tranflate»/iJ«r-» 
/andr. Valefi ad Socrat. 1. ii, c. ,38. ...... . . .• . .... 

Vol. Hi. C c his 
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his own paffions, and of thofe of his eunudis* 
" Many were imprifoncd, and pcrfecnted, 
" and' driven into exile. Whole troops of 
*^ thofe who are ftyled heretics were maf- 
" facred, particularly at Cyzicus, and at 
*' Samofata. In Paphlagonia, Bithynia, 
** Galatia, and in many other provinces, 
** towns and villages were laid wafte, and 
" utterly deftroyed (156)/' 
The reroit While the flamcs of the Arian controverfy 
J*^^^^^confumed the vitals of the empire, the Afii- 
circumcci- can provinccs were infefted by their peculiar 
^®"^^-^- enemies the favage fanatics, who, under 
^^^' ^* the name of Cireumcelliom^ formed the 
ftrength and fcandal of the Donatift party 
( 1 57). The fevere executioif of the laws of 
Confiantine had excited a fpirit of difcontent 
and refinance ; the ftrenuous eflforts of his fon 
Conftans, to reftore the unity of the church, 
exafperated the fentiments of mutual hatred, 
which had firft occafioned the feparation ; and 
the methods of force and corruption em- 
ployed by the two Imperial commiffioners, 
Paul and Macarius, furnilhed the fchifmatics 
with a fpecious contrail between the maxims 
of the apoftles and the conduft of their pre- 
tended fucceffors (158). The peafants who 

inhabited 

• (156) Julian. Epiftol. lii, p; 436, edit. Spanheim. 

(1^7) See Optatus Milevitanus (particularly iii, 4), with the 
Donatift hiftory, by M. Dupin, and the original pieces at the end 
of hit edition. The numerous circumftances which Auguftin has 
mentioned, of the fury of the Circumcellions againft odiers, and 
againft themfelves, haye lieen laborioufly colleded by Tillemont, 
Mem. Ecdef. torn, vi, p. 14 7-* 165; and he has often, though 
without defign, expofed the injuries wbidi had provoked thofe 
£uiatics, 

(158) It is amufing enough to obferye the language of oppofite 
parties, when they fpeak of the fame men. and things. Oratus, 

hiihop 
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inhabited the villages of Numidia and Mau- 
ritania were a ferocious race, who had been 
imperfeftly reduced binder the authority of 
the Roman laws ; who were imperfeftly con- 
verted to the Chriftian faith ; but who were 
aduated by a blind and furious enthufiafm in 
the caufe of their Donatift teachers. They 
indignantly fupported the exile of their 
bifhops, the demolition of tHeir churches, 
and the interruption of their fecret affemblies. 
The violence of the officers of juftice, who 
were ufually fuftained by a mihtary .guard, 
was fometimes repelled with equal violence ; 
and the blood of fome popular ecclefiaftics, 
which had been fhed in the quarrel, inflamed 
their rude followers- v/ith an eager defire of 
revenging the deatli of thefe holy martyrs. 
By their own cruelty and rafhnefs, tibe mi- 
n&ers of perfecution fometimes provoked 
their fate; aijd the guilt of an accidental 
tumult precipitated the criminals into defpair 
and rebellion. Driven from their native vil- 
lages, the Donaftic peafants affembled in for- 
midable gangs on the edge of the Getulian 
defert; and readily exchanged the habits of 
labour for a life of idlenefs and rapine, which 
was confecrated by the name of religion,, and 

bifhop of Carthage, begins the acclamations of an orthodox fynod» ^ 

«* Gratiai Deo omnipotent! et Chnfto Jcfu ... qui imperavit 

*' religioiiffimo Conflanti Imperatori, nt votum >gererec unitatis^ 

** et mitteret rainiftros {zn€t\ operis /amules IM Paulum et Maca* 

'* rium." Monument. Vet. ad Calcem. Optati, p. 313. 

<* £cce fubito*' (fays the Donatifl author of the Paffion of Marcu- 

lus) '* de Conftantis regis tyrannical domo . . . poUutum Macm-^ 

" rianae perfecutionis murmur increpuit, et duaburbejtiit ad Africam. 

*' miflis, eodem fcilicet Macario et Paulo exccrandum prorfus ac 

** dirum ecdefue certamen indltftum eft;, ut populus Chriftianusad 

** unionem cum traditoribus faciendam, nudatis militum gladiis et 

" draconnm prefentibus- fignis, et tubarum vocibus cogerctur.** 

Monument, p. 304. 

C c 2 ifaintly 
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faintly condemned by the doftors of the {eS:. 
The leaders of the Circumcellions aiTumed the 
titles of captains of the feints ; their principal 
weapon, as they were indifFerendy provided 
with fwords and fpears, was a huge and 
weighty club, which they termed aji ffraelite ; 
and the well known found of " Praiie be to 
God,*' which they ufed as their cry of war, 
difiufed confternation over the unarmed pro- 
vinces of Africa. At firft their depredations 
were coloured by the plea of neceffity ; but 
they foon exceeded the meafure of fubfift- 
ence, indulged without controul their in- 
temperance and avarice, burnt the villages 
which they had pillaged, and reigned the li- 
centious tyrants of the open country. The 
occupations of hufbandry, and llie admini- 
ftration of juffeice, were interrupted ; and as 
the Circumcellions pretended to reftore the 
primitive equality of mankind, and to re- 
form the abufes of civil focieiy, they opened 
a fecure afTylum for the Haves and debtors, 
who flocked in crouds to their holy ftandard* 
When they were not refifted, they ufually 
contented themfelves with plunder, but the 
flighteft oppofition provoked them to ads of 
violence and murder; and fome Catholic 
priefts, who had imprudently fignalized their 
25eal, were tortured by the fanatics with the 
moft refined and wanton barbarity. The 
fpirit of the Circumcellions was not always 
exerted againft their defencelefs enemies; 
they engaged, and fometimes defeated, the 
troops of the province ; and in the bloody 
a^on of Ba^, they attacked in the open 
field, but with unfuccefsful valour, an ad- 
vanced guard of the Imperial cavalry. The 

Donatifls 
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Donatifts who Were taken in arms, received, 
and they foon deferved, the fame treatment 
-which might have been fh^wn to the wild 
beafts of the defert. The captives died^ 
without a murmur, either by the fword, the 
axe, of the fire ; and the meafures of retali- 
ation were riiultiplied in a rapid proportion^ 
which aggravated the horrors of rebellion^ 
and ejicluded the hope of mutual forgivenefs; 
In the beginning of the prefent century, thfe 
example of the Circumcellions has been re- 
newed in the perfecutionj the boldnefs, the 
crimes, and the enthufiafnl of the Caniifards j 
and if the fanatics of Languedoc furpaffed 
thofe of Numidia, by their military atchieve- 
ments, the Africans maintained their fierce 
independence with more refolution and per- 
feverance 159). 

Such diforders are the natural effeds of re- Their rcU- 
ligious tyranny; but the rage of Donatifts ^d«/''*" 
was inflamed by a frenzy of a very extraor- 
dinary kind ; and which, if it really pre- 
vailed among them in fo extravagant a degree, 
cannot furely be paralleled in any country, 
or in any age. Many of thefe fanatics were 
pofiefTed with the hoiror of life, and the de- 
fire of martyrdom; and they deemed it of 
little moment by what means, or by what 
hands, they perilhed, if their condud was 
fandified by the intention of devoting them- 
felves to the glory of the true faith, and the 
hope of eternal happinefs (160). Sometimes 

(159) The Hiftoire des Caxnifards, in 3 vol. lamo. ViUtffranche, 
1760, may be recommended as accurate and impartiaL It requires 
iome attention to difcover the religion of the author. 

(j6o) The Donatift fuicides alleged in their juftification the ex- 
aniple of Razias, which is related in the 14th chapter of the fecood 

hook of the Maccabees. 

they 
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they rudely difturbed the fefdvals, and pra^ 
faned the temples of paganifm, with the de- 
fign of exdring the molt zealous of the ido- 
laters to revenge the intuited honour of their^ 
sods. They fometimes forced their way 
mto the courts of juftice, and compelled the 
afirighted judge to give orders for their im- 
mediate execution. They frequently flopped 
travellers on the public highways, and obUged 
them to inflidt the firoke of martyrdom, by 
the promife of a reward, if they confented, 
and by the threat of infiant death, if tiiey 
refufed to grant fo very fingular a favom*. 
When they were difappointed of every other 
refource, they announced the day on which, 
in the prefence of then- friends and brethren, 
they ihould caft themfelves headlongi from 
fome lofty rock; and manv precipices were 
fhewn, which had acquired nune by the num- 
ber of religious fuiddes. In the a^ons of 
thefe defperate enthufiafis, who were admired 
by one party as the martyrs of God, and 
abhoired by the other, as the victims of Sa- 
tan, an impartial philofopher may difcover 
the influence and the laft abufe of that inflexi- 
ble fpirit, which was originally derived from 
the charafter and principles of the Jewifh 
nation. 
^j«™* The jlimple narrative of the inteftine divi- 
thechrifti-fions, which diftrafted the peace, and dif- 
an fed., houourcd the triumph, of the church, will 
361. ' ^'** confirm the remark of a pagan hiftorian, and 
juftify the complaint of a venerable bifliop. 
The experience of Ammianus had convinced 
him, that the enmity of the Chriftians to- 
wards each other, furpaffcd the fury of fa- 

vage 
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vage beafts againft man (161); and Gregory 
Nazianzen moft pathetically laments, that the 
kingdom of heaven was converted, by dif- 
cord, into the image of chaos, of a nodiir- 
nal tempcft, and of hell itfelf (162). The 
fierce and partial writers of the times, afcrib- 
ing all virtue to themfelves, and imputing all 
guilt to their adverfaries, have painted the 
battle of the angels and daemons. Our calmer 
reafon will rejeft fuch pure and perfeft mon- 
fters of vice or fanftity, and will impute an > 
equal, or at leaft an indifcriminate, meafure 
of good and evil to the hoftile feftaries, who 
aflumed and beftowed the appellations of or- 
thodox and heretics. They had been educated 
in the fame religion, and the fame civil fo- 
ciety. Their hopes and fears in the prefent, 
OF in a future, life, were balanced in the fame 
proportion. On either fide, the error might 
be innocent, the faith fincere, the praftice 
meritorious or corrupt. Their paflions were 
excited by fimilar objects ; and they might al- 
ternately abufe the favour of the court, or of 
the people. The metaphyfical opinions of 
the Athanafians and the Arians, could not 
influence their moral charafter; and they 
were alike aftuated by the intolerant fpirit, 
which has been extraded from the pure, and 
fimple maxims of the gofpel. 

A modern writer, who, with a juft con-Toicratiom 
fidence, has prefixed to his owiT hiftory the^^^*^*" 
honourable epithets of political and philofo- 
phical (163), accufcs^the timid prudence of 

• ( » ^ ' ) Nullas tnfeftas liominii)n«« l^eftias, wt ftint Cbi feralci plcri- 
que Chriilianorum expcrtus. Ammian. xxii, 5. 

(i6a^ Orcgqr. Nazianzen, Orat. i. p. 33. See Tillemont, torn, 
vi, p. 50 s quarto edit. 

(63) Hl:lo ire Politique et Philofophiquc de» Etabliffement dcs 
Europcens dans les dcuz Indts, torn i, p. 9. 

Montefquieu, 
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MontefquieUy for neglcding to enumerate, 
among the caufes of ue dedine of the em- 
pire, a law of Conftantine, by which the 
exercife of the pagan worfhip was abfolutely 
fupprefled, and a confiderable part of his 
fubjefts was left defiitute of priefis, of tem- 
ples, and of any public reli^on. The zeal 
af the philofopWc hijftorian tor the rights of 
mankind, has induced him to a^uiefce in the 
ambiguous teftimony of thofe ecclefiafiics, 
who have too lightly afcribed to their fa- 
vourite hero the merit of a general perfecu- 
tion (164). Inftead of alleging this imagi- 
nary law, which wpuld have blazed in the 
front of the Imperial codes, we may fafely 
appeal to the original epifile, which ConfiiaR* 
tine addreffed to the followers of the ancient 
religion ; at a time when he no longer dif- 
guiied his converfion, nor dreaded the rivals 
of his throne. He invites and exhorts, in 
By Con- the moft preffing terms, the fiibj^fts of the 
A Roman empire to imitate the example of 

their mafter; but he declares, that thofe who 
ftill refufe to open their eyes to the celieftial 
JUght, may freely enjoy their temples, a*id 
their fancied gods. A report, that the cere- 
monies of paffanifm were fuppreffed, is for- 
mally contradicted by the emperor himfelf;^ 
who wifely afligns, as the principle of hish 
moderation, the invincible force of habit, of 

(164) According to Eufcbius (ib Vh. Coziftantm L ii, c. 45). 
the emperor prohibited, both iti citUs and in the country, ta fAv^a^ 
. . . tm l-t^r\9\ar^ttat;'thc abcminablc a<Jh or parts of idolatry. 
Socrates (1. i, c. 17) and Sozomen (1. ii, c. 4, 5) have repre- 
fonted the conduct of Conftantine with a juft regard to truth and • 
hil>.ory; which has been ncglcdlted by Thtfodorcl (1. v, c. ii).and 
Orofius (vii, s8). iiim dcirde (fays tne latter) primus Confl^nttnus . 
Jif^» orpine ct ^io victm rciiit edi<?.oj fiqwidcm ftatuit citra v\hm 
iicuuiium caidcin, pagajK»rura tcqipla ciaudi. 

prejudicpji 
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prejudice, andof fupcrftition (165). Without 
viojating the fanftitytof his promife, without 
alarming the fears of thev^ans, the art&l 
monarch advanced, by flow and cautious 
fteps, to undermine the irregular and decayed 
jfabric of poiytheifm. The partial zSts of' 
feverity which he dccafionally cxercifed^ . 
though they were fecretly prompted t>y a 
ChriSian zeal, were coloured by the faireft 
pretences of juftice, and the public j^oodi 
and while Conftantine deiigned io nim the 
foundations^ he feetned to reform the abufes^ 
of the ancient relirion. After the examplp 
of the wifeft of his predecelTors, he con- 
demned, under the mofi rigorous penalties, 
the occult and impious .arts, of divination j 
which excited the vain hopes, znd iometimes 
ihe criminal attempts, of thofe who were 
difcontented with their prefent condition. 
An ignominious filence was impofed on the 
orajctes, wKich had been publidy convifted 
of fraud.and falfehood ; the eflFcminate pri^fts 
of the Nile were aboliihed; and Gonfiantinc 
difcharged the duties of a Roman cenforj 
when he gave orders for the dem5>iitipn pf 
feveral temples^ of Phoenicia j in which every t 

mode of proftitution w^ devoutly praftifed ^v 

ia. the face of day, and to the honour of 
Venus (166). They Imperial city of Con- 

(1^5) See Eufehius 29 Vit. Conftantin. 1. li, c. 56, 60. In 
the iermpB to the aHemblj of faints, which the emperor prmioonced 
when he was matnre in jrears md piety,- he declares to the idolaten . 
(c. xi), that they are permitted to offer facrificea, and to exerdfc 
every part of their religious w<n:ihip. 

(166) See Eufebius, inVit^ Conftantin. L iii, c. 54-*5S, and 
y, iv, c. a3, %S' Thefe ads of authority maybe compared with 
%ke fuppr eSion of the Bacchanals, and demolition of the tpiple of 

ills, by the nisgiftratcs of pagan Rome. . 

ftantinople 
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ftantinople was, in fome meafure, raifcd at 
the cxpence, and was adorned with the fpoils, 
of the opulent temples of Greece and Afia; 
the facred property was confifcated ; the fta- 
Jucs" of gods and heroes were tranfported, 
with rude familiarity, among a people who 
confidered them as objefts, not of adoration, 
but of curiofity: the gold and iilver were 
reftored to circulation; and the magiftrates, 
the bifhops, and the eunuchs, improved the 
fortunate occafion of gratifying at once, 
their zeal, their avarice, and their refent- 
ment. But thefe depredations were confined 
to a fmall part of the Roman world; and the 
provinces had been long fince accuftomed to 
endure the fame facrilegious rapine, frorii the 
tyranny of princes and proconfuls, who could 
hot be fufpefted of any defign to fubvert the 
cftablilhed religion ( 1 67). 
aKdhUfont Thc fons of Conflantiue trod in the foot- 
fteps of their father, with more zeal, and 
with lefs difcretion. The pretences, of ra- 
pine and opprefGon were infenfibly multi- 
plied (168); every indulgence was fliewn 
to the illegal behaviour of the Chriftians; 
every doubt was explained to the difadvan- 

li6j) Bufebius (in Vlt. Conftant. 1. iii, c. Jiy) ^^^ Libaniuf) 
Orat. pro Templis, p. 9» lo, edit. Gothofred), both mentiom 
thc pious facrilcge of Confiantine, which they viewed in very dif- 
ferent lights. The latter exprefly declares, that "he made ufe of thc 
*' facred nioney, but made no alteration in the leg^l worlhip; 
•* the temples indeed were impoveriihed, but the facred rites were 
*• performed there" Lardner*8 Jewiflx and Heathen Teftimonies, 
voLiv, p. 14a. 

(160) Amianus (xxii. 4,) fpeaks of fome court eunuchs who 
were fpoliis tcniplorum pa(H. Libartins fays (Orat. pro Tempi, p. 
23), that the jempcror often {^ave away a temple, like a dog or a 
horle, o£ a Dave, or a gold cup : but the devout philofopher takes 
care to obfervc, that thefe facriicglcus favourites very feldoni prof- 
pered. 

tagc 
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tage of paganifm ; and the demolition of the 
temples was celebrated as one of the aufpici- 
ous events of the reign of Conftans and Con- 
ftantius (169). The nam^"of Cc)nl|antius is 
perfixed to a concife law, which might .have 
fuperfeded the neceffity of any future prohi- 
bitions. " It is our pleafure, that in all 
*^ places, and in all cities, the temples be im- 
** mediately fliut, and carefully guarded, 
** that none may have the power ot ofFend- 
** ing. It is likewife our pleafure, that all 
** our fubjecls fliould abftain from facrifices. 
** If any one ihould be guilty of fuch an aft 
** let him feel the fword of vengeance; and 
^* after his execution, let his property be 
" confifcated to the public ufe. We de- 
" nounce the fame penalties againft the go- 
*' vernors of the provinces, if they negleft 
" topunifh the criminals (170)/* But there , 
is the ftrongeft reafon to beUcve, that this 
formidable edift was either compofed with- 
out being publifhed, or was publiflied with* 
out being executed. The evidence of fafts, 
and the monuments which are ftill extant of 

(169) Sec Gothofrcd. Cod. Theodof. torn. vi. p. 46a.Liban. Orat 
'Parental, c. x. in Fabrick. Bibl. Grxc. torn, vii, p. 235. 

(170) Placuit omnibus locis atque urbibus univeriis claudi pro- 
tinns templa, etacceffu vetitis omnibus licentiam delinquendiperdi- 
tis abnegari. Volumus etiam cundos a iacrificiis abftinere. <2uod 
liquid aliquid forte hujufmodi perpetrayerit. gladio fternatur : fa- 
culrates etiam perempti fifco decemimus vindicari : et fimiliter ad- 
fligi redores provinctarum fi facmora vindicare neglexerint. Cod 
Theodof. 1. xvi, tit. x, leg. 4. Chronology has difcovered fome 
contradidion in the date of this extravagant law ; the only one per* 
4)aps, by which the negligence of magiftrates is puniihed by <leath 
and confifcation. M. de la Bailie (Mem. de V Academie, torn. 
«v. p. q8), conjectures, with aihew of xeafon, that this was no 
xnoTc than the minutes of a law, the heads of an intended bill, 
which were found in Scriniis Memorise, among the papers of Con- 
fla»itius, and afterwards inferted, as a worthy model in the Thc- 
Ou^ofian Code. 

brals 
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brafs and marble, continne to prove the 
public exerdfe of the pagaii wotihip dunng 
the whole reign of the fons of |k)nftantiire« 
In the Eafty as welT as in the Weft, in cities, 
as HfeHas in the country, a great number of 
tfemples were rcfpcfted, or at leaft were 
^Mured ; and the devout multitude ftill en- 
joyed Ae luxury of facrifices, of feftivals, 
and of proceffions, by the permiffion, or by 
the connivance, of the civil government. 
About four years after the fuppofed date of 
his bloody edift, Conftantius viuted the tem- 
ples of Rome ; and the decency of his be- 
haviour is recommended by 1 pa^an orator 
as an example worthy of the imitation of 
fiicceeding princes. ** That emperor," fays 
Symmlchus, " fuffered die privileges of the 
** veftal virgins to remain inviolate ; he be- 
f^ ftowed the facerdotal dignities on the 
" nobles of Rome, granted the cuftomaiy 
^* allowance to defray the fexpences of the 
•* public rites and facrifices: and, though 
•' ne had embraced a different religion, ne 
«« never attempted to deprive the empire of 
*' the facred worfliip of antiquity (171)/* 
The fenate ftill prefumed to confecrate, by 
fc^emn decrees, the divine memory of their 
ifovereigns; and Conftantine himfeliF was af- 
fociated, after his death, to thofe gods 
whom he had renounced and infulted during 
his life* The tide, the enfigns, the prero- 
gatives of SOVEREIGN PONTIFF, which had 
been inftituted by Ntima, and affumed by 
Augiiftus, were accepted, without hefitation, 
by feven Chriftian emperors j who were in- 

(171) Symmach. Epiftol. x, 54. 

veiled 
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vefted with a more abfolute authority over 
the religion which KsmL they^eferted, than 
^over thjt which they profeffed*(i72). 

The diviftons of ChriftiaDifcy fufpended the 
ruin of paganifm {1^^) *y and tile hcA^j war 
againft the infidels was lefs vigoroufly ^rof<^ 
cuted by princes and bifliops, who were 
more immediately alarmed by the guilt and 

(17a) The fourth Differtation of M. delaBaftie, fur le Souvcr 
rain Pontificat des Empereurs Remains (in the Mcro. de TAcad. 
torn. XV, .p. 75 — 144,) is a very learned and judicious per- 
formance, which explains the ftat», and proves the toleration, of 
paganifm from Conftantine to Gratian. The affertion of Zofimus, 
that Gratian was the firft who refufed the pontifical robe, is con- 
firmed beyond a doubt : and the murmurs of bigotry, on that fub- ^ 
jed:, are almoft iUenced. 

( 173) As I have freely anticipated the ufe at pagans and paganifm, 
I fhall now trace the fingular revolutions of thofe celebrated words. 
I aayr)^ in the Doric dialed^, fo familiar to the Italians fignifies a 
fountain ; and the rural neighbourhood which frequented the fame 
fountain, derived the common appellation of fagus and pagans* 
Feftus fub voce, and Servius ad Virgil* Georgic. ii, 80). %. Bya^ 
eafy extenfion of the worA^o^^w and rural became almoft fynoni- 
mous (Plin. Hift. Natur. xxviii, 5); and the mean«r ruftics | 

acquired that name, which has been corrupted into peafants in the 
modern languages of Europe. 3. The amazing increafe of the mi- 
litary order introduced the neceffity of a correlative term (Hume'j 
EITays, vol. i, p. SSS^\ ^^^^ all the people who were not enlifted 
in the fervice of the prince were brandtd with the contemptuous epi- 
thet of pagans (Tacit. Hift. iU, a4, 4;? — 77, Juvenal. Satir. xvi. 
Tertulian de Pallio. c. 4,). 4. The Chriftians were the" foldiers 
•f Chrift ; their adverfarics, who refufed his facramenty or military 
«ath of baptifm, might deferve the metaphorical name of pagans; 
and this popular reproach was introduced as early as the reign of 
Valentinian (A. D. 365), into Imperial laws (Cod. Theodof. 1. 
xvi, tit. ii, leg. 18), and theological vmtings. 5. Chriftianity 
gradually filled the cities of the empire : the old religion, in the time 
of Pruderitius (adverf. Syramachum, 1. i, ad fin.) and Orofius (in 
Prsefat. Hift.) retired and languifhed in obfcure villages; and 
the xfovA pagans J with its new Cgnification, reverted to its primitive 
origin. 6. Since the worftiip of Jupiter and his family has expired, 
the vacant title of pagans has been lucceflively applied to all the 
idolators and polytheifts of the old and new world. 7. The Latin 
Chriftians beftowcd it, without fcruple, on their mortal enemies 
the Mahometans; and the pureft unitarians were branded with the 
unjuft ref>roach of idolatry and paganifm. See Gerard Voflius Ety- 
mologion Lingux Latins, in his works, torn, i, p. 420, Gode- 
froy's Commentary on the Theodofian Code, torn vi, p. ajo, and 
l&ncange, medix dc infimse Latinitat. Qloffar. 

danger 
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danger of domeftic rebellion* The extirpa- 
tion of idolatry (174) might have been juf- 
tifyed by the eftabliflied principles of in t6le-* 
ranee: but the heftHe fcfts, which alternately 
reignedin the Imperial court, were mutually 
jipppthenfive of alienating, and perhaps ex- 
"afpcrating, the minds of a powerful, though 
declining faftion. Every motive of autho- 
rity and faftion, of intereft and reafon, now 
militated on the fide of Chriftianity; but two 
or three generations elapfed, before their 
viftorious influence was univerfally felt. 
The religion which had fo long and fo lately 
bef n eftabliflied in the Roman empire was 
ftill revered by a numerous people, lefs at- 
tached indeed to fpeculative opinion, than to 
ancient cuflom. The honoui's of the ftate and 
army were indifferently beftowed on all the 
fubjecls of Conftantine and Conftantius ; and a 
confiderable portion of knowledge, and 
wealth, and valour was ftill engaged in the 
fervice of polytheifm. The fuperftition of 
the fenator and of the peafant, of the poet 
and the philofopher, was derived from very 
diflferent caufes, but they met with equal de- 
votion in the temples of the gods. Their 
zeal was infenfibly provoke*d by the infulting 

(174) In the pure language of Ionia and Athens, Ei^Xoyand A-ar^tut 
were ancient and. familar words, "rhe former cxpreflcd a likenefc, 
an apparition (Homer. OdyfT. xi, 6oi)^ a reprefentation, znimagef 
created either by fancy or art.. The latter denoted any fort offer' 
vice or flavery. The Jews of Egypt, who tranflated the Hebrew 
fcriptures, reftraincd the ufe of thcfc words (£xod. xx, 4* 5») to 
the religious worfhip of an image. The peculiar idiom of the Hel- 
lenifls, or Grecian Jews, has been adopted by the facred and ccclefi- 
aftical writers ; and the reproach of /^/o/^/ry (FiJiwXoXaTei*) has ftigma- 
tifed that vifible and abjed mode of fuperftition,which fome fe^s of 
Chriftianity fhould not Kaftily impute to the polytheiils of Greece 
and Rome. 

triumph 
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triumph of a profcribed feft; and their 
hopes were revived by the well-grounded 
^confidence, that the-prefumptive heir of the 
empire, "ia ypung and val^ntJ[iero, who had 
delivered Gaul from the arms df-th^ Barba-^ 
nans, had fecretly embraced the religido^of 
his anceflors. ^ 



End of the third Volume. 



